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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass. This week we open with a reading from the mysterious Book of 
Revelation where we will explain in detail some of the background and context to bring out the meaning 
of the text. Then we move to another reading written by John from the Book of First John. Then we 
close with the Gospel lesson from Saint Matthew from the section called the Beatitudes. I remember 
reading those passages many years ago in Mass and feeling that I needed to be a better person and to 
try harder to please God. Find out what God’s Word says about my feelings and what would have been a 
more biblical response to them.  
 
I know someone that has been a Christian for a very long time while a certain uncle of hers was resistant 
to believing in Jesus Christ right up until near the end of his life. As he grew older, he steadfastly refused 
to bow his knee to Jesus Christ although almost everyone around him were followers of Jesus including 
his niece who told me the story, and her husband was a pastor. One night he went to bed expecting to 
awaken the next morning just like every other day. However, God had a different plan for him. As I was a 
new believer in Jesus Christ myself when I heard this story I remember how it profoundly impacted me 
as I listened with baited breath about what was going to happen next. The next morning when the man 
arose and looked at himself in the mirror, he found a depression in the bone of his forehead in the 
shape of a cross. He instantly recognized this as a miracle as a seal of God calling him to repentance and 
faith in Jesus Christ which he quickly obeyed. As others encountered him throughout the last years of his 
life, he testified of God’s grace in marking him in this unique way such that he could no longer deny the 
one and only Savior Jesus Christ. This marking remained on his forehead for the rest of his life as a seal 
or marking of him as a follower of Jesus Christ. This week we will read about how God will in some 
future day “seal” a group of Jews in order to protect them from the wrath of the Antichrist who like 
many others before him will persecute God’s chosen people. 
 
 
Introduction to the First Reading: 
The first reading is from the Book of Revelation. This Book tells the story of the unfurling of a series of 
judgments upon the world culminating with what the Old Testament calls the “Day of the Lord.” 
Throughout the Book, John moves his focus back and forth from events happening upon the earth and 
those in heaven with frequent parenthesis (or pauses) in the chronological progression of events. 
Understanding of Revelation requires a thorough understanding of the Old Testament and especially the 
Book of Daniel. John uses much symbolic language throughout the Book, and the reader is challenged to 
understand the meaning behind the symbols as well as to what extent the language is meant to foretell 
literal events in heaven and on the earth.  
 
In order to understand the Book of Revelation and today’s reading, it is necessary to understand from a 
high level the primary events that will transpire during the end times. The order of the main events that 
will unfold are as follows. The sin of the world will grow worse and worse (Matthew 24;12), and many 
false christs will come. (2 Timothy 3:13, Matthew 24:5). The world will be consumed by “wars and 
rumors of wars,” there will be “famines and earthquakes” (Matthew 24:6-7). This will mark the 
beginning of the end times. (Matthew 24:8) The AntiChrist will come on the scene and falsely claim to 
have been resurrected from the dead (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, Revelation 13:3). A peace treaty will be 
made with Israel providing for resumption of animal sacrifices in a rebuilt temple in Jerusalem (Daniel 
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9:27). Large-scale persecution of believers will escalate leading many false believers to fall away 
(Revelation 13:7, Matthew 13:9-10). This point marks the unfurling of the scroll of the first six seals of 
Revelation. As the AntiChrist rules the world with terror, at some point the believers in God will be 
reunited with Christ and taken to heaven at His second coming (1 Thessalonians 4:14-18). Somewhere 
during this time a group of elect Jews will be protected by God as described in today’s reading. The final 
stage will then begin with the unbelieving world left behind and then God will unleash His judgments 
during the final “Day of the Lord” completing the total destruction of the AntiChrist’s worldly and 
religious empire of mystery Babylon. This is the time when God unleashes His judgments upon the world 
as stated just prior to today’s reading in Revelation 6:17, “for the great day of their wrath has come, and 
who is able to stand.” At the conclusion of these events, Jesus will return to set up His reign on earth.  
 
The particular context of today’s reading in chapter 7 is the divine protection of a believing remnant of 
Jews alive during the time when the AntiChrist will be unleashing increasing persecution upon believers 
in God. God will protect this surviving remnant in order to complete His promises to them.  
 
First Reading: 
Note: Verses 5 – 8 which were omitted from the reading have been included below.  
 

Revelation 7:2-14 NAS95 2 And I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, having 
the seal of the living God; and he cried out with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was 
granted to harm the earth and the sea, 3 saying, "Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees 
until we have sealed the bond-servants of our God on their foreheads." 4 And I heard the number 
of those who were sealed, one hundred and forty-four thousand sealed from every tribe of the 
sons of Israel: 5 From the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand were sealed, from the tribe of Reuben 
twelve thousand, from the tribe of Gad twelve thousand, 6 from the tribe of Asher twelve 
thousand, from the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand, from the tribe of Manasseh twelve 
thousand, 7 from the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand, from the tribe of Levi twelve thousand, 
from the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand, 8 from the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand, from 
the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand, from the tribe of Benjamin, twelve thousand were sealed. 9 
After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from every 
nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands; 10 and they cry out with a loud 
voice, saying, "Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb." 11 And all the 
angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures; and 
they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying, "Amen, blessing and 
glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be to our God forever and 
ever. Amen." 13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, "These who are clothed in the 
white robes, who are they, and where have they come from?" 14 I said to him, "My lord, you 
know." And he said to me, "These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and they 
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 
In the days before Jesus’ return (see Acts 1:11), a powerful world ruler will emerge called the AntiChrist 
who will persecute any believers alive during this time including both Christians and Jews. As the 
AntiChrist hurls his bloodshed upon the Christians, God will protect a remnant of the Jews who through 
this terrible persecution will come to faith in the Lord Jesus (Zechariah 12:10). To do this God grants His 
authority to an angel to set His mark upon this group of Jews from the twelve tribes of Israel - except 
that some of them were designated by different names because of the curses pronounced in the Old 
Testament. (Astute readers can find out more information about this by studying Deuteronomy 29:16-
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10). In ancient days, the kings used their signet ring to emboss a special marking into wax or clays seals 
that were placed upon documents in order to show their sign of authority and authenticity. In the last 
days of the devil’s reign over his current world empire, the angel of God’s divine marking provides 
protection to the believing Jews from the wrath of the AntiChrist. The Prophet Malachi said about this, 
“I will spare them as a man spares his own son who serves him” (Malachi 3:17). Whether this is a literal 
number of people or it is symbolic of a large but finite number isn’t readily discernible in the text. 
However, they will have been regathered for the opening of the rebuilt temple and the resumption of 
the sacrifices. During the first three and half years of the peace treaty that the AntiChrist makes with 
national Israel, the Jews will resume their sacrifices in a rebuilt temple in Jerusalem while large scale 
persecution of Christians accelerates around the world. As time moves to the midpoint of this treaty, the 
AntiChrist will set an image of himself up in the temple and command his worship as God (2 
Thessalonians 2:4). This “abomination of desolation” (Matthew 24:15) will greatly provoke the Jews to 
rebel against the AntiChrist to such an extent that without God’s divine protection all of them would be 
consumed by this evil end time ruler. It is only through this horrific series of events that unfold upon the 
earth that the collective group of the Jews will finally recognize Jesus Whom they pierced (Zechariah 
12:10) as their Messiah.  
 
As the reading continues, beginning in verse 9 John changed his focus from events happening on earth 
to things occurring in heaven. This is one of the frequent parentheses that occurs throughout the Book. 
John saw a second group of people, a “great multitude which no one could count,” (v. 9) who are 
believing people martyred up until that point during the great tribulation. John didn’t understand who 
these people were at first, but the angel answered his question about them by describing how they 
“washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb” (v. 14). It’s not often when 
someone can wash their robes in blood and make them white, but that is exactly what Jesus offers to 
anyone who trusts in Him. Although the believers in heaven were not delivered from the tribulation and 
persecution on earth, they were delivered through it to be with Jesus in heaven.  
 
What does this mean for us today? We as Christians must expect that as God’s prophets we will 
increasingly face persecution. Jesus said, “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world” (John 16:33). Later in the Gospel reading we will see how Jesus likened the 
persecution of believers to the persecution of the prophets that came before them (Matthew 5:12). 
There Jesus said, “Blessed are you when others revile against you and persecute you.” As God’s 
persecuted prophets we can look for our fulfillment not in the things of the world but look heavenward 
towards our ultimate purpose in serving God. Finally, as we continue to march onwards towards the last 
days described in Revelation, we can expect to see a growing distinction between the true people of 
God and the rest of the world. The Prophet Malachi said about these days, “Then once more you shall 
see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between the one who serves God and the 
one who does not serve Him” (Malachi 3:18). Although we may not be saved from tribulation, we can be 
assured that God will deliver us through it.  
 
Introduction to the Second Reading: 
The second reading is from First John. The context is Saint John’s teaching on the characteristics of true 
believers, something that we will encounter later in the Gospel lesson. 
 
Second Reading: 
 

1 John 3:1-3 NAS95 1 See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be 
called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it 
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did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what 
we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as 
He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

 
John said that God has so loved love those that believe in Him that He calls them His children (v. 1). 
Nonbelievers do not understand believers because they cannot know God and didn’t know His Son Jesus 
(v. 1d-ff). During our mortal lives as believers, we do not yet understand what we will become when we 
either get to heaven or meet Jesus when he returns to regather His church as we talked about in the 
first reading (v. 2). When we do finally meet Jesus, our eyes will be opened, and we will see Him for 
what He truly is without the veil of sin covering our minds. Finally, we have hope that God will bring 
these things about. While living with an eternal focus as true believers we strive to become more and 
more like Jesus by leaning upon God’s power that He has placed within us. As we become more pure by 
maturing in our walk with Jesus, we become more like the true believers described by John in the 
reading. This provides an excellent lead-in to the Gospel lesson in which Jesus lists some of the qualities 
of people whose lives have been transformed by God. 
 
Introduction to the Gospel Reading: 
The Gospel reading is from Saint Matthew in the section known as the Sermon on the Mount because of 
the location from which Jesus addressed the crowd in Galilee. The context is at the beginning of Jesus’ 
ministry just after His temptation in the desert for forty days and the calling of the first disciples 
including Peter, Andrew, James and John. Jesus was beginning to draw large crowds and was telling the 
people to “repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 4:17). This is the beginning of a 
much longer discourse that spans Matthew Chapters 5 through 7. 
 
Gospel Reading: 
 

Matthew 5:1-12 NAS95 1 When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and after 
He sat down, His disciples came to Him. 2 He opened His mouth and began to teach them, 
saying, 3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are those 
who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth. 
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 7 Blessed 
are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 10 Blessed are those 
who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 
Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil 
against you because of Me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

 
In this reading, Jesus announced a total of nine blessings, each opening with “Blessed are.” Jesus is 
fulfilling the role of Prophet by providing a series of blessings, a word which means “happy.” This 
contrasts with the usual words given by the Old Testament prophets who announced a series of curses 
and woes against those who refused to follow God. Jesus came to announce that the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand, and this is what the kingdom looks like. Therefore, it is important to recognize that the 
Sermon on the Mount is not a list of new things that people have to do in order to be right with God, but 
rather it is a list of defining qualities of people who have been transformed by God.  
 
Jesus is redefining the blessed life. Think about how these traits contrast how the world defines blessing. 
Someone living the blessed life: 
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1. Is poor in spirit, meaning humble which leads a person to recognize their spiritual need for God.  
2. Mourns, meaning they recognize that this world is not their home and looks to God for comfort. 
3. Exhibits gentleness, meaning they don’t have to be aggressive to get things done because their 

heart is established in Christ’s power. 
4. Hungers and thirsts for righteousness meaning they prioritize eternal things over finite 

satisfaction in the world. 
5. Shows mercy, because they were offered mercy themselves through the forgiveness given them 

by God and can extend it to others. 
6. Is pure in heart, meaning they are not entangled with the evil ways of the world including lying, 

deceiving and manipulating people in order to get their own way. 
7. Is a peacemaker, not just someone who tries to keep the peace at all costs. They actively seek 

peaceful solutions even in difficult situations which forces them to rely upon God more deeply. 
8. Endures persecution with a vision toward eternity knowing that it is better to suffer than to 

succumb to temptation to compromise. 
9. Endures insult because of their proclamation of truth (Word of God) just like happened to the 

prophets. 
 
In summary, Jesus raised the bar of understanding to show the people that righteousness was not a 
bunch of behaviors that came by trying harder, but rather were qualities of the heart that were only 
possible through God’s transforming power. These nine traits are the result of being born from above 
(John 3:3). Instead of being depressed that we can never be this good, Jesus delivered this sermon in 
order to invite us into a new way of life. This new way of life recognizes that our self-righteousness is as 
filthy rags before the LORD (Isaiah 64:6). We must come to the place where we receive Christ’s 
righteousness into our hearts as a substitute for our former way of life (Romans 3:21-22).  
 
Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection 
 
1.  How do you respond internally when you read the Sermon on the Mount? Does it feel like another 
list of impossible feats that you must accomplish in order to win God’s favor? Or, have you responded to 
Jesus’ invitation to life in the kingdom (where He is the King of your heart), and the Sermon on the 
Mount is a reflection of the work that He is doing in your life? If your response is more the former, that 
this is another list of impossible feats, you can turn to God in prayer and ask Him to give you His life 
from above and so be born anew. 
 
 
2.  In the first reading we read about how God appointed an angel to “seal” a group of Jews during the 
end times in order to protect them from the events that were going to unfold as described in the seven 
seals of Revelation. In what ways are you already “sealed” by God through your faith in Jesus Christ?  
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