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Welcome back to the Study Note for the Sunday Mass. This week we will again return to Isaiah and see 
in the Gospel lesson how the prophecy was fulfilled through Jesus. As in Isaiah’s day, we too are living in 
a land of deep spiritual darkness, one in which we need both spiritual and physical healing through our 
Savior Jesus. After Jesus’ First Advent, Scripture says that the best is yet to come when He returns to set 
up His Kingdom rule on earth. During this time there will no longer be any darkness because the Lord 
our God will be our Light (Revelation 22:5). As the believers during Isaiah’s time celebrated because of 
his prophetic message of hope, we too can celebrate because of his prophecy of the coming Light 
through the return of the Lord Jesus. As we see evil men grow worse and worse (2 Timothy 3:13), similar 
to what was happening in Isaiah’s time, we can look forward to the coming King who will reverse the 
curse placed upon the world through the sin of Adam (Genesis 3:17).  
 
This week we are going to begin with the second reading and then cover the first reading and Gospel 
lesson last since the content on those two are closely related. 
 
Introduction to the Second Reading: 
The first reading is from Saint Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. Last week we looked at the 
introduction to this Letter that Paul wrote to the crossroads city, a place entrenched in immorality and 
worship of a plurality of gods. To review, Paul’s overall purposes of the Letter were to deal with some 
divisions in the church, address some serious moral issues, defend his apostolic authority, and to 
specifically answer several questions from a letter they sent to him (1 Corinthians 7:1).  
 
As you read, what is one word that best summarizes Paul’s concern for the Corinthians in this section? 
 
Second Reading: 

10 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that 
there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the 
same judgment. 11 For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe's people, 
that there are quarrels among you. 12 Now I mean this, that each one of you is saying, "I am of 
Paul," and "I of Apollos," and "I of Cephas," and "I of Christ." 13 Has Christ been divided? Paul 
was not crucified for you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that 
I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one would say you were baptized 
in my name. 16 Now I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know 
whether I baptized any other. 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, 
not in cleverness of speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made void. (1 Corinthians 
1:10-17) 

 
What word came to your mind which best summarized Paul’s concern? For me it was “disunity.” Paul 
was calling the local church in Corinth to unite for the purpose of proclaiming the Gospel. Look at verses 
17 and 18, just past where the reading stopped. Here we see an insight into why unity was important in 
the church. Paul said, “For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness 
of speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made void. For the word of the cross is foolishness to 
those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God” (1 Corinthians 17-18). In 
other words, Jesus sent him to preach the good news so that the minds of the unbelievers would be 
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transformed such that they recognized the power of God. Later in First Corinthians Paul said, “Give no 
offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God; just as I also please all men in all things, not 
seeking my own profit but the profit of the many, so that they may be saved” (1 Corinthians 10:32-33, 
emphasis added).  
 
Second, Paul was warning the local church in Corinth not to unite along the lines of a “cult of 
personality” (as has happened in so many churches since then). Paul provided specific examples of how 
this disunity was happening in the church through the practice of baptism of family members in the 
house churches of the region. Someone may have said something like, “I am more spiritual than you 
because I was baptized by Paul but you were only baptized by Apollos.”   
 
Paul stood in good company with those that called the local church to unity. Jesus said in His prayer 
about the church, “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through 
their word; that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be 
in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me” (John 17:20-21). Jesus prayed on behalf of His 
disciples who had believed by firsthand knowledge and for those who believed through the testimony of 
His disciples (v.20b, “through their word”).Unity is important in the church because it’s through this 
unified message that God’s power is revealed. All of the believers after the era of the disciples have 
come to faith in Jesus through the testimony of “the word” and “their word.” “The word” is the 
testimony of the disciples through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit written into what we call the New 
Testament Bible. “Their word” is both the testimony of the disciples and the testimony of all believers.  
Jesus’ purpose in this message was a calling for the church of God be unified in their proclamation of the 
Gospel so that the entire world may believe (John 17:21f). 
 
Introduction to the First Reading: 
As we leave the second reading, we will move to the Old Testament reading and the Gospel message. 
The first reading is from Isaiah, the prophet whom we have studied extensively over the past several 
months. The context of this section of Isaiah was just after his warning to the Northern Kingdoms that 
they would be overtaken by Assyria. This was a time of gloom and anguish for the Nation of Israel. He 
wrote the prophecy and delivered it to Uriah the priest and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah so that 
there would be two witnesses as required by the Law such that when the event was fulfilled his 
authority as God’s spokesman would be confirmed (Isaiah 8:2).  
 
Let’s read the Scripture, and as you do it will become apparent who the Galilean is about whom Isaiah is 
speaking.  
 
First Reading: 

1 But there will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier times He treated the 
land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali with contempt, but later on He shall make it glorious, 
by the way of the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles. 2 The people who walk 
in darkness Will see a great light; Those who live in a dark land, The light will shine on them. 3 
You shall multiply the nation, You shall increase their gladness; They will be glad in Your presence 
As with the gladness of harvest, As men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 4 For You shall break 
the yoke of their burden and the staff on their shoulders, The rod of their oppressor, as at the 
battle of Midian. (Isaiah 9:1-4 – Verse markings differ in this NASB version.) 

 
Clearly, Isaiah spoke about Jesus of Galilee (Mark 1:9). He said that people “will see a great light” (v.2b) 
in the future sense, yet he saw through a telescopic lens of prophecy through which he recorded near 
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term and distant events together. In this case, he saw both the First and the Second Advent of Jesus 
together as the accomplishment of God’s deliverance from their oppressor. Those that are in a state of 
spiritual darkness will rejoice when their oppressors have been broken (v.4). The lands of Zebulun and 
Naphtali were distant areas just to the west of the Jordan in Galilee that were easily subject to invasion 
from the foreign enemies. It was in this area that the Lord Jesus called His first disciples, as we will see 
next in the Gospel message. The Battle of Midian referred to Gideon’s victorious battle with his small 
army of just 300 men waged against the Midianites in Judges 7:22-21:25. It’s also important to note that 
the prophecy of the multiplication of the Nation of Israel (Genesis 22:17) will be fulfilled in the yet future 
(v.3a). 
 
Introduction to the Gospel Reading: 
In the Gospel message Jesus began assembling his first disciples after John the Baptist had been 
arrested. You will see how Jesus fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy from the Old Testament reading.  
 
Gospel Reading: 
 

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been taken into custody, He withdrew into Galilee; 13 
and leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the region of 
Zebulun and Naphtali. 14 This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: 15 
"THE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND THE LAND OF NAPHTALI, BY THE WAY OF THE SEA, BEYOND THE 
JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE GENTILES-- 16 THE PEOPLE WHO WERE SITTING IN DARKNESS SAW A 
GREAT LIGHT, AND THOSE WHO WERE SITTING IN THE LAND AND SHADOW OF DEATH, UPON 
THEM A LIGHT DAWNED." 17 From that time Jesus began to preach and say, "Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand." 18 Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two 
brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for 
they were fishermen. 19 And He said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men." 
20 Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. 21 Going on from there He saw two other 
brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, 
mending their nets; and He called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father, and 
followed Him. 23 Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of 
sickness among the people. (Matthew 4:12-23) 

 
In this message, Saint Matthew confirmed that Jesus did in fact fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy and quoted it 
directly as proof. Since the Law required two witness (Deuteronomy 19:15, Isaiah 8:2), God satisfied this 
requirement through the testimony of both the Holy Spirit and the proclamation of the Father at Jesus 
Baptism (Matthew 3:16-17). Jesus took up where John the Baptist left off, saying the same thing as John, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2, Matthew 4:17). Then he settled in the 
same region that Isaiah prophesied would see a great light (v.16). Here Jesus called four men into 
discipleship and ministry: Simon Peter, Andrew, and finally James and John, called the “Sons of Thunder” 
(Mark 3:17). As He began his ministry he went about teaching, proclaiming the Good News, and healing 
(v.23).  How wonderful would it be to have Jesus with us in his human presence so that we could avail 
ourselves of His powerful ministry? The truth of the New Covenant is that He does live with us each day 
through the Holy Spirit – teaching us, proclaiming the Good News, and healing us of our destructive 
ways. May we learn to listen and receive the ministry of Jesus in our daily lives.  
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Reflection Questions 
 
1.  In the second reading from 1 Corinthians we mentioned the “transformation of the mind” for the 
purpose of spreading the Gospel message to the world through the power of God.  Read the following 
verses and then answer the question below. 
 

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so 
that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 
(Romans 12:2). 

 
Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see 
the kingdom of God." (John 3:3) 

 
For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
shall not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the 
world, but that the world might be saved through Him. He who believes in Him is not judged; he 
who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God. (John 3:16-18) 

 
What are the prerequisites for someone to have his or her mind be transformed in order to be able to 
recognize the power of God?  How does this come about?  
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