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Mass Study Notes for Sunday, 4-3-2016

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 4-3-2016. This week we open with a reading from the
earliest history about the church, the Book of the Acts of the Apostles, relating their ministry in the
very first weeks of the newly created Church after Pentecost and the Holy Spirit’s descent upon
those earliest believers. The second reading is from the very latest book of the New Testament, the
Revelation of Jesus as given to the last of the apostles, John. John records the vision he received of
the Lord Jesus, which serves both as a warning to the Church of Jesus Christ and as an introduction
to the revelation of the final events in earthly history and into eternity. The Gospel reading,
interestingly enough, is from the same author who recorded the Revelation. The chapter in this
week’s assignment includes the miraculous appearance of Jesus and significant teaching about faith
and believing in Him.

Introduction to the First Reading:

By chapter 5, the early Christians (and the number had grown to the thousands, Acts 2:41, 47) were
demonstrating the love that Jesus said would be the mark of His disciples (John 13:34). They met
together for worship, and they gave generously to the needs of others in the Christian family.
Today’s portion tells of the miraculous power of the Holy Spirit working through His chosen people.

First Reading:

Acts 5:12-16 NAS95 12 At the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were taking place
among the people; and they were all with one accord in Solomon’s portico. 13 But none of the rest
dared to associate with them; however, the people held them in high esteem. 14 And all the more
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believers in the Lord, multitudes of men and women, were constantly added to their number, 15 to
such an extent that they even carried the sick out into the streets and laid them on cots and pallets,
so that when Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on any one of them. 16 Also the people
from the cities in the vicinity of Jerusalem were coming together, bringing people who were sick or
afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all being healed.

“Signs and wonders” were miraculous events that not only brought healing to many but, more
importantly, served to authenticate the authority of the apostles, those who were sent by God to do
His work and to lay a foundation for the establishing of His church on earth, the body of called-out
believers (that’s what the New Testament word for church means). The early Christians “were all
with one accord” meeting near the Temple. Jesus had prayed (John 17) that His followers would be
united, would be as one as He and the Father are. Nothing has hurt the image of the church so much
as its disunity over the centuries of its history and even today.

Verse 13 is perplexing. Perhaps it suggests that non-believers did not associate with believers,
though they highly respected them. Maybe they knew about the couple, earlier in chapter 5, who
tried to deceive the apostles, claiming to give the gains from the sale of their property to the needy
while keeping a part for themselves. They were stricken to death immediately, and the church
learned the seriousness of deceitfulness and lying. That could explain why non-believers stayed
away.

The remaining verses testify to the miraculous healing power of the apostles. Throughout the Book
of Acts, these men of God gave testimony time and again that the power was not theirs but was the
work of the Jesus whom the religious leaders had rejected. Succeeding chapters will reveal the great
price true believers often had to pay to remain true to their faith. Yet, they counted it as nothing
compared to what they had in Jesus and would ultimately enjoy with Him (2 Corinthians 4:17).

Introduction to the Second Reading:

John is the last of the apostles who had traveled with Jesus, witnessed His crucifixion, and
fellowshipped with Him after His resurrection. In exile, John received a vision of the Lord Himself.
What he writes is so important that Jesus told him, “Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of
this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it.” That in itself is
enough reason to study this book, for it reveals the concluding events in God’s ultimate plan of
redemption. The details of John’s vision are complex and confusing, and a thorough knowledge of the
rest of God’s revelation (the Bible) is helpful in understanding the unfolding of the plan. John
addresses his writing to “the seven churches that are in Asia.” Those geographical sites in Asia
Minor were in what is now Turkey, real places in real time.

Second Reading:

Note: Verses 15 - 16 which were omitted from the reading are included below.
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Revelation 1:9-19 NAS95 9 I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom
and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God
and the testimony of Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud
voice like the sound of a trumpet, 11 saying, “Write in a book what you see, and send it to the seven
churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to
Philadelphia and to Laodicea.” 12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And
having turned I saw seven golden lampstands; 13 and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like
a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden sash.
14 His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of
fire. 15 His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His
voice was like the sound of many waters. 16 In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His
mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength. 17 When
I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And He placed His right hand on me, saying, “Do not be
afraid; I am the first and the last, 18 and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive
forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades. 19 “Therefore write the things which you
have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after these things.

John is in exile “because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus,” verse 1. The other apostles
have all been killed, but John remains to hear this final revelation of Jesus. He hears a voice that
instructs him to write in a book what he is about to see and hear and send it all to seven existing
churches where the Gospel has been preached and received. What he sees in his vision is
overwhelming. First he sees someone “like a son of man” in the middle of seven lampstands. The
description of the man clearly pictures the Lord Jesus, perhaps in a glorified, majestic state. “Son of
man,” by the way, is the title that Jesus most often used to refer to himself. Each of the descriptives
about this man is of interest and no doubt reflects something of His divine nature and activity. Of
special interest is the reference to “a sharp two-edged sword” out of His mouth. It reminds us of the
statement in Hebrews 4:12, “The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword
... discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” The reference is not just to the written
Word of God, the Bible, but any and every word from God.

John’s reaction was similar to Isaiah’s in Isaiah 6 when he saw the Lord “high and lifted up” and Job
when he finally encountered God in person (chs. 40 & 41). God’s presence causes one to fall upon
his face in an abject sense of his own unworthiness and in recognition of the worthiness of God.

The response of the “Man” to John in verse 19 is insightful. It likely provides a key to the
understanding of the relation he is about to record. He is to write about three topics: 1) what he
“has seen,” no doubt the revelation of the Son of God; 2) “the things which are,” referring to the
character and action of the seven churches to which he is to send the letters (chapters 2 & 3), and 3)
“the things which will take place after these things.” Chapter 4 begins, then, the revelation of what
is yet to come in God’s completed plan.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:
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Chapter 20 of John’s Gospel is a highlight. It begins with the discovery of the empty tomb,
confirming the miraculous resurrection of the Lord Jesus! It includes several appearances of Jesus to
His disciples and some significant statements to be considered. And John concludes the chapter,
telling us that there were many other signs that Jesus performed. He has chosen only certain ones to
relate that are given to bring his readers to faith.

Gospel Reading:

John 20:19-31 NAS95 19 So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the
doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 And when He had said this, He showed them both His
hands and His side. The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 So Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 22 And when He had said
this, He breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 “If you forgive the sins of
any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they have been retained.” 24
But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other
disciples were saying to him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see in His
hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into His
side, I will not believe.” 26 After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them.
Jesus came, the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” 27
Then He said to Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand
and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 28 Thomas answered and said to
Him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed?
Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.” 30 Therefore many other signs Jesus also
performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these have
been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you
may have life in His name.

The first event in today’s reading must have been a shock to the disciples who were meeting
privately, probably in secret, in a closed room. It’s the same day of the resurrection, and Peter and
John had already observed the empty tomb. Mary had actually had a personal encounter with the
risen Jesus, at first thinking he was the gardener. Apparently, the disciples were confused, not
having understood Jesus’ teaching them in advance about these events. All of the sudden, Jesus
appears in their midst. He knows of their fear and encourages them with “Peace be with you.” The
next words in this first of several significant statements in this encounter are surprising: “As the
Father has sent Me, I also send you.” They will likely not fully understand this instruction until they
have further teaching before His return to heaven and the events of the Day of Pentecost. Then they
disperse over the world to preach the gospel.

Another noteworthy word from Jesus bestowed the promised Holy Spirit on them. From this point
on, they would carry the message of the Gospel with the clear offer of the forgiveness of sins to all
who will hear them and respond to the truth in faith, acknowledging Jesus as Lord.
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We're all familiar with the doubts expressed by the disciple Thomas. Like many of us “seeing is
believing” to Thomas. He was not present on this occasion and when the others tell him about what
happened, he simply cannot believe it. A week later, Thomas is given just the opportunity he thought
he needed to believe; the proof stands before him. Immediately, he recognizes the truth; his doubts
depart, and he worships, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus then offers another important statement:
“Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.” How blessed we are today to know of the work
of Jesus to be our sacrifice for sin and give us the faith to believe when we have not seen with our
eyes, but realizing instead that “believing is seeing.”

Finally, note that John says that Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples that John
does not write about. He chose only seven great signs which prove Jesus’ claim to be the Son of God,
and he recorded them “so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and that
believing you may have life in His name.”

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. In what ways does John’s message in Revelation resonate with you during your own trials and
tribulations (revelation 1:9)? How does reading his revelation of the Lord help you through these
things?

Challenge: Have you read the Book of Revelation? This Book promises a blessing to those who read
it (Revelation 1:3). We urge you to read through this important Scripture, taking into account the
Old Testament references that are noted in your Bible.

2. In what ways does Thomas’ experience give you hope as one who may have never seen the Lord
Jesus? (We qualify this because of some of the events we have heard about in Islamic regions where
the Lord has appeared in dreams and visions).

Readings for the Week
Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.usccbh.org/bible/readings/040316.cfm

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB
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Mass Study Notes for Sunday 4-12-2015

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 4-12-2015. Since this Sunday marks the first week
after the celebration of Easter, the readings for today are focused upon the activities that occurred
immediately after Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. Since the grave could not hold Jesus, if we have
faith in Him we can trust that someday we too will rise from the dead with an incorruptible body.

The first reading is from the Book of Acts. A lot had happened by the time we reach the end of
chapter 4 where we pick up with today’s reading. Jesus had already been taken up to heaven in a
cloud (Acts 1:9). Afterwards, Peter addressed a gathering of about 120 believers (Acts 1:15) with the
purpose of telling how Judas’ betrayal of Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies and then
appointing Matthias as the traitor’s replacement (Acts 1:26). The Day of Pentecost had come and the
promised gift of the Person of the Holy Spirit had been sent (2:1-3). This event launched the full-
scale ministry of the apostles to the Jews, which later extended to the Gentiles and the whole world.
The church was growing at a frantic pace during this time. In fact, the number of believers began to
expand exponentially, from just 11 to 3,000 in a very short time. “And the Lord was adding to their
number day by day those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47b). There was a special emphasis placed
upon the ministries of preaching (prophecy), fellowship, communion, prayer and giving. In Chapter
3, we see the beginning of the powerful healing ministry of the disciples with the healing of a man
that had been lame from birth (Acts 3:1-9). God used these events evangelistically as a powerful
testimony of the supremacy of Jesus as well as to embolden and strengthen the believers in the
growing church.
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Acts 4:32-35 NAS95 32 And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul; and
not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own, but all things were common
property to them. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of
the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all. 34 For there was not a needy person among
them, for all who were owners of land or houses would sell them and bring the proceeds of the sales
35 and lay them at the apostles’ feet, and they would be distributed to each as any had need.

The Book of Acts is one of various stages of transitions in the church. As the church grew, it was
marked at this stage by unity, being “one heart and soul” (v. 32). The showed their unity by pooling
their resources and sharing everything that they had (v.32). This generosity came from their
newfound relationship with Jesus Who gave everything for them (v. 33, “abundant grace was upon
them all”). Can you imagine the attractive quality of a church where people are generous and the
needs of the people are met by the sacrifices that each one would make? This type of church could
probably be an inspiration for us today in how to live generously with our brothers and sisters in the
Lord working towards unity.

As we transition to the second reading, we find out from Saint John how to be unified in a doctrinal
sense. At this point in church history, many people were claiming to be Christians but were not truly
born of God. John wrote this letter to help people understand the characteristics of a true believer in
Jesus.

1 John 5:1-6 NAS95 1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and whoever loves
the Father loves the child born of Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we
love God and observe His commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His
commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome. 4 For whatever is born of God
overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world-our faith. 5 Who is the one
who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 6 This is the One who
came by water and blood, Jesus Christ; not with the water only, but with the water and with the
blood. It is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.

John said that “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ” is “born of God” (v. 1). Since this is the
crux of knowing whether a person is a true believer, it’s important for us to understand a couple of
main points. First, what does it mean to believe that Jesus is the Christ? The word translated
“Christ” is “Christos” in the original meaning “the anointed One” or “Messiah.” Christos brings with
it the concept of a Deliverer, the One that is coming to rescue people from their precarious position
of sin. Isaiah spoke about the Messiah when he said, “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
Because the LORD has anointed me To bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up
the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to captives And freedom to prisoners” (Isaiah 61:1). Jesus
claimed to be the Messiah and declared that this prophecy was fulfilled through Him (Luke 4:18). In
summary, to believe that Jesus is the Christ is to turn our hearts over to Him as God’s special
conduit of grace for deliverance from sin.
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Second, what does it mean to be born of God? The concept of being “born of God” harkens back to
the conversation that Jesus had with Nicodemus at night recorded in the third chapter of John. In
that discussion Jesus tells Nicodemus that in order to see the kingdom of God that he must be born
again (John 3:3). We have been born physically, that is our first birth, and it is of the flesh. From the
moment we were born we are alive physically but we are dead spiritually (Ephesians 2:1). It takes an
act of God to regenerate our heart. Paul explained this further by saying, “But God, being rich in
mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our
transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)” (Ephesians
2:4-5). To be born of God is to be born from above (or again) in a spiritual sense which provides us
with eternal life.

Finally, putting these two concepts together gives us a litmus test for evaluating our hearts in

relationship to God. Anyone can claim to be a Christian and to do Christian things like going to
church but not pass the test of true faith. Saint John helps us to see that true faith begins with
trusting in Jesus for deliverance from our sin that results in our new spiritual birth.

The Gospel lesson is from the Gospel of Saint John. The context is the evening of the day we call
Easter Sunday. Mary Magdalene had just told the disciples that Jesus had risen from the dead.

19 So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them,
“Peace be with you.” 20 And when He had said this, He showed them both His hands and His side.
The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with
you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 22 And when He had said this, He breathed on
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 “If you forgive the sins of any, their sins have
been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they have been retained.” 24 But Thomas, one of
the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples were
saying to him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the imprint
of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not
believe.” 26 After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the
doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then He said to
Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and put it into
My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 28 Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord
and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they
who did not see, and yet believed.” 30 Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the
presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these have been written so that
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His
name. (John 20:19-31)

The focus of the reading was Thomas’ doubt and then his subsequent faith upon physically
experiencing the resurrected Christ. Several points can be drawn from the text, First, notice that
Jesus entered the room without knocking, without even opening the door; He just walked right
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through the wall! Talk about a grand entrance, and it’s no wonder the disciples were scared. The
point is that Jesus had supernatural powers in His new, resurrected and glorified body. Second,
although Jesus’ resurrection body was different in it’s capabilities, there was a one to one
correspondence between Jesus’ body that was crucified and laid in the grave and His resurrected
body. Jesus will be forever recognizable by the scars given to Him during His earthly lifetime.
Finally, Jesus was gentle with Thomas even though he expressed doubt among circumstances that
we may consider compelling for him to believe. Since Jesus treated Thomas with such concern even
though he doubted Him, we can be sure that Jesus walks with us through seasons of our own doubt.

Jesus bore the scars of His torture and crucifixion even after His resurrection. Although we don’t
know to what degree we will bear the scars of our own humiliation from men upon the earth, we can
be certain that God will use our “scars” as an eternal testimony of our deliverance from the powers
of darkness. We can rest assured that “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will
no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things
have passed away” (Revelation 21:4).

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. Jesus’ appearance to the disciples in His resurrection body served as a foretaste of the type of
body that all believers will receive one day when Jesus returns. Though we will never be God, we will
become like Him. Saint John said, “We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we
will see Him just as He is” (1 John 3:2b).

How does being born of God (1 John 5:1) and the resurrection of Jesus (John 20) provide hope for
you as you experience the limitations and struggles of a declining earthly body?

2. Every believer in Christ has seasons of doubt, but we can stand on God’s Word to receive
assurance. How does Saint John'’s description of true faith provide reassurance for you as you
contemplate eternity? If you haven’t put your faith in Jesus as your deliverer and would like that
reassurance, you can turn to Jesus in prayer and ask Him for the help that only He can provide.

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:

http://www.uscch.org/bible/readings/041215.cfm

First Reading ACTS 4:32-35

Second Reading 1 JN 5:1-6
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Gospel Reading JN 20:19-31

Source(s):
Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 6-01-2014

Christians t

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 6-1-2014. This week we open with the first reading from
the Book of Acts just after Jesus was taken up into heaven. Then we move to the continuing study in
First Peter, and then close with the Gospel lesson from Saint John Chapter 7, which is Jesus’ prayer
for Christian unity.

The first reading is from the Book of Acts. The context is forty days after Jesus rose from the dead.
Jesus had gathered the disciples together and they had just asked Him the question, “Lord, is it at
this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6¢). This was an honest question and
indicated what was evidently on all of their minds. Would Jesus now usher in His reign on earth as
both a religious King and supreme civil ruler as foretold in the Scriptures? They would have been
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familiar with what the Prophet Micah had predicted regarding His future rulership. “But as for you,
Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me
to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity” (Micah 5:2).
Jesus answered their question with something that they probably did not want to hear. He said, “It is
not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority” (Acts 1:7).
However, Jesus went on, “but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest
part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Afterwards, Jesus was taken up into heaven leaving the disciples
waiting for the fulfillment of the promise of the coming of the Holy Spirit.

With this context in mind read the text and keep in your mind the flurry of events that the disciples
had just experienced including seeing a fully alive Man ascend into heaven followed by the
appearance of two angels (Acts 1:10).

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a
Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went up to the upper
room where they were staying; that is, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and
Judas the son of James. 14 These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to
prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers. (Acts
1:12-14)

Several points can be drawn from the reading and especially ones that relate to the Gospel lesson
later in this study. First, the disciples of the early church were united in continual prayer. The
Scriptures call all believers to pray with the example set by Jesus’ first believers. Prayer is one of the
ways in which the church is united in their purpose. Some years ago in seminary I took a course in
prayer. I wondered how anyone could study prayer for an entire semester. One of the things that I
was concerned about before I began the course was that the syllabus said that I had to locate a
prayer partner and agree to pray with them for one hour each week throughout the term. Soon after
the class began I was able to locate a suitable classmate with which to pray each week. As the
semester progressed I noticed for the first time in my life the value of joining in prayer with another
Christian. Although I am certain that I didn’t pray with the same fervor as did Saint Peter, I did
obtain strength through persisting in meeting with my prayer partner which has led me to much
stronger prayer life since the conclusion of the class.

Second, the unity of the church included women, who were people with very low status in the
culture, not much more than property. Women were the first ones to testify of Jesus’ resurrection
from the dead, even though in this culture the testimony of women in civil court was often
disregarded. Jesus turned society morays on its proverbial ear, he turned the world upside down by
valuing women equally with men and even affording them a position of prominence by seeing to it
that they were the first witnesses of the resurrection!

Third, note that John said “These all with one mind” (v. 14a). When all of the believers in a group
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have the same mind, they are united not only in their purpose but also work to align their will with
the revealed will of God through the mutual understanding of His Word in the Scriptures. One of the
practices that I did with my own prayer partner was that when we ran out of things to say we just
read the Bible aloud. Having just experienced Jesus’ last 40 days of ministry and also being fresh
from the Emmaus Road experience the disciples must have studied the Old Testament Scriptures (as
we call them) with a renewed fervor and understanding. This unity of thinking and mission would
help the early church to persevere during the subsequent persecution that early on descended upon
the Church.

As we move to the second reading and continue with the teaching in First Peter, keep the theme of
unity of all believers in your mind. In this message, Saint Peter taught the early church the
importance of rejoicing in spite of persecution, as well as what actions to take during these
difficulties.

13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at
the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. 14 If you are reviled for the name
of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 Make sure
that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; 16 but
if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God in this name. (1
Peter 4:13-16)

Peter said that if you “are reviled for the name of Christ” (v.14a) you are blessed. How can someone
be blessed if they are persecuted for Christ? Peter said we are blessed during persecution because
“the Spirit of glory rests on you” (v.14c-ff). Jesus promised that He would not leave us as orphans
(John 14:18), that His Spirit would rest upon the believers. One of the ministries of the Holy Spirit is
to help believers to persist in persecution for their faith. Peter called us to “glorify God in this
name” and not to be ashamed because of persecution (v. 16). He contrasted this with someone who
suffered for breaking a civil law, or even just being a “troublesome meddler,” thing which the Spirit
will not comfort us and for which we should expect persecution.

One of the common themes that frequently emerges from the testimony of Christians who
experienced long periods of persecution for their faith is the comfort of the Holy Spirit that they
found through the unity with other believers. We will see the importance of unity as revealed in
Jesus’ prayer to the Father as we move to the Gospel lesson.

The Gospel lesson for today has to do with Jesus’ call for unity in the Church. John opened the
Gospel lesson today by saying, “Jesus spoke these things,” and then he prayed to the Father. What
were “these things” to which John was referring? If we look back to the previous two verses, we see
what John was referring to. Jesus said, “Behold, an hour is coming, and has already come, for you to
be scattered, each to his own home, and to leave Me alone; and yet I am not alone, because the
Father is with Me. These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the
world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world” (John 16:32-33, emphasis
added). Jesus knew that the disciples, with the exception of John, would scatter during his tribulation
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and death on the cross. He also knew that they would scatter because of the persecution that would
come upon the young church after he went back to heaven.

1 Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, “Father, the hour has
come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You, 2 even as You gave Him authority over
all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life. 3 “This is eternal life,
that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 4 “I
glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do. 5
“Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before
the world was. 6 “I have manifested Your name to the men whom You gave Me out of the
world; they were Yours and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. 7 “Now
they have come to know that everything You have given Me is from You; 8 for the words
which You gave Me I have given to them; and they received them and truly understood that I
came forth from You, and they believed that You sent Me. 9 “I ask on their behalf; I do not
ask on behalf of the world, but of those whom You have given Me; for they are Yours; 10 and
all things that are Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11
“I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You.
Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be
one even as We are. (John 17:1-11)

Notice how Jesus made a variety of affirmation while He was praying, and then proceeded to present
to the Father his petitions. Jesus affirmed that He had authority over the entire world, “all flesh” (v.
1) and that the Father had given the believers eternal life for the purpose of knowing the “one true
God and Jesus Christ” (v. 2). He affirmed that He had manifested the Name of the Father to the
believers whom the Father had given to Him (v. 6), Next, Jesus prayed that the believers would
become “one even as We are one” (v.11). Jesus call to unity with Himself represented the core of the
Gospel message, that believers become one with God through faith in Jesus Christ and the living
presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

What does all of this mean for our lives? First, Jesus’ call for us to be united with Himself and the
Father comes about through the things we have seen in the lesson today. We are to be united by
gathering together in prayer, by praying continually, even when we are by ourselves. We are called
to submit ourselves to the will of the Father, and to learn His will by understanding His revelation
through the Scriptures. Second, we can find unity with God by accepting persecution for our faith
with the understanding that this glorifies God. When we are led by God to take up countercultural
positions on certain moral issues including affirming the rights of all unborn children we can have
courage that God will glorify His name through our obedience.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. Throughout the lesson today we have seen how the disciples were unified in their mind to
accomplish Jesus’ mission for them. One of the ways in which they both expressed and achieved this
unity was through their constant prayer with the group.
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I challenge you this week to pray with another believer at least once during the week. Even if it is
before a meal or over the telephone, ask the person if they would be willing to pray together. Be
prepared to answer the most common objections such as not having enough time, my faith is a
personal thing, this makes me uncomfortable, etc.

2. This week we are returning to the United States from our two week long visit to France with a
group of college students. We had an excellent trip and as I write this [ am in Paris contemplating
my visit to a castle that is adjacent to place at which we are staying. The cultural difference have
taken some getting used to. I rejoice at the fact that those in France still have a certain reverence
for the people of God although Christians are regarded with a bit of suspicion.

In light of your cultural experiences, how does your faith in Jesus Christ help you in overcoming the
cultural differences that you experience in your own life and work? How does what you learned
today help to inform you on some of the ways in which to attack these cultural challenges?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.uscch.org/bible/readings/060114-sunday.cfm

First Reading ACTS 1:12-14

Acts 1:12-14 NAS95 12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went up to the upper room
where they were staying; that is, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and
Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of James. 14 These all with one
mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus,
and with His brothers.

Second Reading 1 PT 4:13-16

1 Peter 4:13-16 NAS95 13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that
also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ,
you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 Make sure that none of you suffers as a
murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; 16 but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to
be ashamed, but is to glorify God in this name.

Gospel Reading JN 17:1-11A

John 17:1-11 NAS95 1 Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, “Father, the hour
has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You, 2 even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that
to all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life. 3 “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the
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only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 4 “I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the
work which You have given Me to do. 5 “Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I
had with You before the world was. 6 “I have manifested Your name to the men whom You gave Me out of the
world; they were Yours and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. 7 “Now they have come to
know that everything You have given Me is from You; 8 for the words which You gave Me I have given to them;
and they received them and truly understood that I came forth from You, and they believed that You sent Me. 9
“I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but of those whom You have given Me; for they are
Yours; 10 and all things that are Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11 “I
am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep
them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We are.

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 1-26-2014

Christians t

Welcome back to the Study Note for the Sunday Mass. This week we will again return to Isaiah and
see in the Gospel lesson how the prophecy was fulfilled through Jesus. As in Isaiah’s day, we too are
living in a land of deep spiritual darkness, one in which we need both spiritual and physical healing
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through our Savior Jesus. After Jesus’ First Advent, Scripture says that the best is yet to come when
He returns to set up His Kingdom rule on earth. During this time there will no longer be any
darkness because the Lord our God will be our Light (Revelation 22:5). As the believers during
Isaiah’s time celebrated because of his prophetic message of hope, we too can celebrate because of
his prophecy of the coming Light through the return of the Lord Jesus. As we see evil men grow
worse and worse (2 Timothy 3:13), similar to what was happening in Isaiah’s time, we can look
forward to the coming King who will reverse the curse placed upon the world through the sin of
Adam (Genesis 3:17).

This week we are going to begin with the second reading and then cover the first reading and
Gospel lesson last since the content on those two are closely related. The first reading is from Saint
Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. Last week we looked at the introduction to this Letter that
Paul wrote to the crossroads city, a place entrenched in immorality and worship of a plurality of
gods. To review, Paul’s overall purposes of the Letter were to deal with some divisions in the church,
address some serious moral issues, defend his apostolic authority, and to specifically answer several
questions from a letter they sent to him (1 Corinthians 7:1).

As you read, what is one word that best summarizes Paul’s concern for the Corinthians in this
section?

10 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and
that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and in
the same judgment. 11 For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s
people, that there are quarrels among you. 12 Now I mean this, that each one of you is
saying, “I am of Paul,” and “I of Apollos,” and “I of Cephas,” and “I of Christ.” 13 Has Christ
been divided? Paul was not crucified for you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name of
Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one
would say you were baptized in my name. 16 Now I did baptize also the household of
Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized any other. 17 For Christ did not
send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so that the cross of
Christ would not be made void. (1 Corinthians 1:10-17)

What word came to your mind which best summarized Paul’s concern? For me it was “disunity.” Paul
was calling the local church in Corinth to unite for the purpose of proclaiming the Gospel. Look at
verses 17 and 18, just past where the reading stopped. Here we see an insight into why unity was
important in the church. Paul said, “For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel,
not in cleverness of speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made void. For the word of the
cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God”
(1 Corinthians 17-18). In other words, Jesus sent him to preach the good news so that the minds of
the unbelievers would be transformed such that they recognized the power of God. Later in First
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Corinthians Paul said, “Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God; just as I
also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit but the profit of the many, so that they
may be saved” (1 Corinthians 10:32-33, emphasis added).

Second, Paul was warning the local church in Corinth not to unite along the lines of a “cult of
personality” (as has happened in so many churches since then). Paul provided specific examples of
how this disunity was happening in the church through the practice of baptism of family members in
the house churches of the region. Someone may have said something like, “I am more spiritual than
you because I was baptized by Paul but you were only baptized by Apollos.”

Paul stood in good company with those that called the local church to unity. Jesus said in His prayer
about the church, “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me
through their word; that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they
also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me” (John 17:20-21). Jesus prayed on
behalf of His disciples who had believed by firsthand knowledge and for those who believed through
the testimony of His disciples (v.20b, “through their word”).Unity is important in the church because
it’s through this unified message that God’s power is revealed. All of the believers after the era of
the disciples have come to faith in Jesus through the testimony of “the word” and “their word.”
“The word” is the testimony of the disciples through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit written into
what we call the New Testament Bible. “Their word” is both the testimony of the disciples and the
testimony of all believers. Jesus’ purpose in this message was a calling for the church of God be
unified in their proclamation of the Gospel so that the entire world may believe (John 17:21f).

As we leave the second reading, we will move to the Old Testament reading and the Gospel message.
The first reading is from Isaiah, the prophet whom we have studied extensively over the past several
months. The context of this section of Isaiah was just after his warning to the Northern Kingdoms
that they would be overtaken by Assyria. This was a time of gloom and anguish for the Nation of
Israel. He wrote the prophecy and delivered it to Uriah the priest and Zechariah the son of
Jeberechiah so that there would be two witnesses as required by the Law such that when the event
was fulfilled his authority as God’s spokesman would be confirmed (Isaiah 8:2).

Let’s read the Scripture, and as you do it will become apparent who the Galilean is about whom
Isaiah is speaking.

1 But there will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier times He treated the
land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali with contempt, but later on He shall make it
glorious, by the way of the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles. 2 The
people who walk in darkness Will see a great light; Those who live in a dark land, The light
will shine on them. 3 You shall multiply the nation, You shall increase their gladness; They
will be glad in Your presence As with the gladness of harvest, As men rejoice when they
divide the spoil. 4 For You shall break the yoke of their burden and the staff on their
shoulders, The rod of their oppressor, as at the battle of Midian. (Isaiah 9:1-4 - Verse
markings differ in this NASB version.)
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Clearly, Isaiah spoke about Jesus of Galilee (Mark 1:9). He said that people “will see a great light”
(v.2b) in the future sense, yet he saw through a telescopic lens of prophecy through which he
recorded near term and distant events together. In this case, he saw both the First and the Second
Advent of Jesus together as the accomplishment of God’s deliverance from their oppressor. Those
that are in a state of spiritual darkness will rejoice when their oppressors have been broken (v.4).
The lands of Zebulun and Naphtali were distant areas just to the west of the Jordan in Galilee that
were easily subject to invasion from the foreign enemies. It was in this area that the Lord Jesus
called His first disciples, as we will see next in the Gospel message. The Battle of Midian referred to
Gideon’s victorious battle with his small army of just 300 men waged against the Midianites in
Judges 7:22-21:25. It’s also important to note that the prophecy of the multiplication of the Nation of
Israel (Genesis 22:17) will be fulfilled in the yet future (v.3a).

In the Gospel message Jesus began assembling his first disciples after John the Baptist had been
arrested. You will see how Jesus fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy from the Old Testament reading.

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been taken into custody, He withdrew into Galilee;
13 and leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the
region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 14 This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the
prophet: 15 “THE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND THE LAND OF NAPHTALI, BY THE WAY OF
THE SEA, BEYOND THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE GENTILES- 16 THE PEOPLE WHO
WERE SITTING IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT LIGHT, AND THOSE WHO WERE SITTING IN
THE LAND AND SHADOW OF DEATH, UPON THEM A LIGHT DAWNED.” 17 From that time
Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 18 Now as
Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter,
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 19 And He said
to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 Immediately they left their nets
and followed Him. 21 Going on from there He saw two other brothers, James the son of
Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and
He called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him. 23
Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the
gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among
the people. (Matthew 4:12-23)

In this message, Saint Matthew confirmed that Jesus did in fact fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy and quoted
it directly as proof. Since the Law required two witness (Deuteronomy 19:15, Isaiah 8:2), God
satisfied this requirement through the testimony of both the Holy Spirit and the proclamation of the
Father at Jesus Baptism (Matthew 3:16-17). Jesus took up where John the Baptist left off, saying the
same thing as John, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2, Matthew 4:17).
Then he settled in the same region that Isaiah prophesied would see a great light (v.16). Here Jesus
called four men into discipleship and ministry: Simon Peter, Andrew, and finally James and John,
called the “Sons of Thunder” (Mark 3:17). As He began his ministry he went about teaching,
proclaiming the Good News, and healing (v.23). How wonderful would it be to have Jesus with us in
his human presence so that we could avail ourselves of His powerful ministry? The truth of the New

Page # 18 of 26 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/unity/



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

Covenant is that He does live with us each day through the Holy Spirit - teaching us, proclaiming
the Good News, and healing us of our destructive ways. May we learn to listen and receive the
ministry of Jesus in our daily lives.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. In the second reading from 1 Corinthians we mentioned the “transformation of the mind” for the
purpose of spreading the Gospel message to the world through the power of God. Read the
following verses and then answer the question below.

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so
that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
(Romans 12:2).

Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot
see the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3)

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send the Son into the world to
judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. He who believes in Him is
not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in
the name of the only begotten Son of God. (John 3:16-18)

What are the prerequisites for someone to have his or her mind be transformed in order to be able to
recognize the power of God? How does this come about?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/012614.cfm

First Reading IS 8:23-9:3 (verse markings different in the NASB Version)

1 But there will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier times He treated the land of Zebulun
and the land of Naphtali with contempt, but later on He shall make it glorious, by the way of the sea, on the
other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles. 2 The people who walk in darkness Will see a great light; Those
who live in a dark land, The light will shine on them. 3 You shall multiply the nation, You shall increase their
gladness; They will be glad in Your presence As with the gladness of harvest, As men rejoice when they divide
the spoil. 4 For You shall break the yoke of their burden and the staff on their shoulders, The rod of their
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oppressor, as at the battle of Midian. (Isaiah 9:1-4 NAS95)

Second Reading 1 COR 1:10-13, 17

1 Corinthians 1:10-17 NAS95 10 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all
agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the
same judgment. 11 For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are
quarrels among you. 12 Now [ mean this, that each one of you is saying, “I am of Paul,” and “I of Apollos,” and
“I of Cephas,” and “I of Christ.” 13 Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified for you, was he? Or were
you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so
that no one would say you were baptized in my name. 16 Now I did baptize also the household of Stephanas;
beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized any other. 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to
preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made void. (1
Corinthians 1:10-17 NAS95)

Gospel Reading MT 4:12-23

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been taken into custody, He withdrew into Galilee; 13 and leaving
Nazareth, He came and settled in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 14
This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: 15 “THE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND THE LAND
OF NAPHTALI, BY THE WAY OF THE SEA, BEYOND THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE GENTILES- 16 “THE
PEOPLE WHO WERE SITTING IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT LIGHT, AND THOSE WHO WERE SITTING IN
THE LAND AND SHADOW OF DEATH, UPON THEM A LIGHT DAWNED.” 17 From that time Jesus began to
preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 18 Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of
Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea;
for they were fishermen. 19 And He *said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20
Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. 21 Going on from there He saw two other brothers, James
the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and He
called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him. 23 Jesus was going
throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing
every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the people. (Matthew 4:12-23 NAS95)

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB
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This week we will open with another of Isaiah’s “Servant Songs.” Last week we looked at the first of
these prophetic messages contained in the first reading from Isaiah 42, and the fourth of the Servant
Songs in the study question from Isaiah 53. We will look at the introduction to Saint Paul’s First
Letter to the Corinthians them move onto the Gospel lesson in which we will see the event when
John the Baptist announced the promised Messiah.

The first reading is from Isaiah 49, the second of the Servant Songs in which God the Father
addressed the Nation of Israel as a personification of His Servant, and secondly He spoke to His Son
the Messiah. As you read, take note of the purposes of the servants, the servant Israel and the
Messiah Servant that whom we know as Jesus.

3 And He said to Me, “You are My Servant, Israel, In Whom I will show My glory.” 4 But I
said, “I have toiled in vain, I have spent My strength for nothing and vanity; Yet surely the
justice due to Me is with the LORD, And My reward with My God.” 5 And now says the LORD,
who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, To bring Jacob back to Him, in order that
Israel might be gathered to Him (For I am honored in the sight of the LORD, And My God is
My strength), 6 He says, “It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise up
the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of
the nations So that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” (Isaiah 49:3-6)

The first purpose of the servants was to restore the Jews to God. The LORD said to His Servant Son
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that He “formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, To bring Jacob back to Him, in order that
Israel might be gathered to Him” (v.5b-ff). Though Israel was the God’s servant (v.3, “My Servant
Israel,” this Servant Son was born with the express purpose of restoring the people of God to true
communion with Him. Jesus said in the Gospel of Saint Matthew, “How often I wanted to gather
your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling”
(Matthew 23:37).

The second purpose of the servants was to be a light to the Gentiles so that “My salvation may reach
to the end of the earth” (v.6d). The mechanism through which the restoration came wasn’t through
Israel, but through Jesus. As we will see later in the second reading, the Church temporarily
usurped the role of Israel as a light to the nations, a condition which will be restored during the
Great Tribulation. Jesus said to His disciples, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20b). We see that the Church is yet the third servant of
God. In spite of the temporary unbelief of some of the Jews, Israel’s disobedience was used by God
to bring light to the Gentiles through the ministry of this third servant, the Church of Jesus Christ.
Saint Paul said that, “a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has
come in“ Romans 11:25c¢). The Church hasn’t replaced Israel, because once God has completed his
divine plan through the refining fire of the tribulation period all of Israel will be obedient to Him.
Paul said, “[A]nd so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “THE DELIVERER WILL COME
FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB” (Romans 11:26).

The discussion of the Church as the servant of God brings us to the second reading from Paul’s First
Letter to the Corinthians. Paul, a servant of God for the Gentiles (Romans 15:16) brought his
message to this ungodly and carnal city of Corinth. The reading is from the opening section of Paul’s
first message to them. In this very important message his overall purposes were to deal with some
divisions in the church, address some serious moral issues, defend his apostolic authority, and to
specifically answer several questions from a letter they sent to him (1 Corinthians 7:1). As you read
try to keep in mind the purposes of the servant Paul in the same manner we did in the first reading
from the Servant Song in Isaiah.

1 Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, 2 to
the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus,
saints by calling, with all who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
their Lord and ours: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
(1 Corinthians 1:1-3)

Here is some background about Sosthenes mentioned in verse 1. This man, whose name means
“safe in strength” and pronounced “sose then ace” was likely the amanuensis who wrote the Book
for Paul, meaning the one to whom Paul dictated it through the inspiration of Holy Spirit. It’s likely
that this scholar was a man of high standing in the church, and also the converted synagogue ruler
who is mentioned in Acts 18:17. If this is the same man then he is the one who likely replaced the
former ruler Crispus (Acts 18:8) who also became a believer in the Lord Jesus. Though Sosthenes
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probably wrote down the Letter, Paul added a greeting “in his own hand” at the end (! Corinthians
16:21).

Just as we did when we studied the Servant Song of Isaiah in the first reading, we will cover the
purposes of the servant Paul in the opening of First Corinthians. The first purpose of the servant
Paul was to speak to the church with the authority of God. He said he was “an apostle of Jesus Christ
by the will of God” (v. 1a). Later in Chapter 3 he said, “What then is Apollos? And what is Paul?
Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave [opportunity] to each one” (3:5). It’s
significant that Paul opened the letter with a statement of authority which stated that his role was
ordained by God (v.1a). He made the same statement in the openings of Second Corinthians (2
Corinthians 2:1), Ephesians (Ephesians 1:1), and Colossians (Colossians 1:1). This stamp of
authority was very important in order for Paul to be able to speak with God’s power to the
Corinthians who were struggling with a variety of difficult issues in their church. In fact there was
open immorality in the church with a man who was having a sexual relationship with his stepmother
(5:1).

The second purpose of the servant Paul was to affirm the holiness (or sainthood) of all true believers
(v.2¢). Paul affirmed this in the Letter to the Romans when he said, “to all who are beloved of God in
Rome, called as saints” (Romans 1:7). The idea behind the usage of this particular word translated
as “saint” from the original is holiness, meaning to be set apart. This means that one should be
morally pure or blameless, unique from the ordinary culture that does not view human beings as
much different than animals. Some Bible versions have used the word “holy” instead of “saint.”
Either way, the people of God are both called to be holy and are affirmed as being holy in Paul’s
opening statement. This “already, not yet” call to holy living is echoed throughout the Epistles.
Through belief in Jesus the righteousness of God has been imparted to a believer (Romans 3:21-22).
However, God calls believers to live righteously on an ongoing basis. Paul said in Romans, “I urge
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice,
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship (Romans 12:1, emphasis added). So
we may remark that someone is a “saint” when they display unusual patience or kindness, but truly
each child of God is a saint. Let’s live up to this glorious calling in our moment by moment choices,
attitudes and lives.

The third purpose of God’s servant Paul was to affirm and call for the unity of the church. Paul said,
“with all who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours”
(2d, emphasis added). Unity in the church was one of Paul’s most important purposes as later in
Chapter 1 he launched into this critical topic for the Corinthians. He said, “Now I exhort you,
brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, and there be no divisions among
you, but you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment” (1 Corinthians 1:10).
He continued, saying, “For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s [people],
that there are quarrels among you” (v.11). Later in the Letter Paul explained the importance of
unity in the Church. He said, “For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the
members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ” (12:12). Then, he
extended this analogy to a theoretical conversation between parts of the human body. “If the foot

Page # 23 of 26 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/unity/



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

should say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body,’ it is not for this reason any the
less a part of the body” (12:15). Since the human body has to be united in order to function, the
Church of God must also be unified in their purpose.

As we move onto the Gospel lesson, keep in mind how Paul spoke with the mind of God when he
announced his purposes in the opening of the Letter to the Corinthians. In the opening verse of the
lesson today from Saint John Chapter 1, John the Baptist, whom Jesus called the greatest man that
ever lived (Matthew 11:11), announced the beginning of the ministry and purpose of Jesus Christ. He
also affirmed his authority as one who was appointed as the forerunner and witness of Jesus’
baptism by both water and the Holy Spirit.

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world! 30 This is He on behalf of whom I said, ‘After me comes a Man who
has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.” 31 And I did not recognize Him, but in
order that He might be manifested to Israel, I came baptizing in water.” 32 And John bore
witness saying, “I have beheld the Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven, and He
remained upon Him. 33 And I did not recognize Him, but He who sent me to baptize in water
said to me, ‘He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the
one who baptizes in the Holy Spirit.” 34 And I have seen, and have borne witness that this is
the Son of God.” (John 1:29-34)

John the Baptist affirmed Jesus’ mission to the world when he said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world” (v.29b). The use of the word picture “Lamb of God” would have
alerted those familiar with the sacrificial system the nature of Jesus’ mission. By His death on the
cross, He made the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the world. But we must accept this sacrifice on
our behalf for it to save us. Have you recognized Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away your sin?

John announced that although he was baptizing with water (as a sign of the people’s repentance
from sin), Jesus would baptize in a different way, with the Holy Spirit of God (v. 33d). This baptism of
the Holy Spirit is the gift that Jesus left the Church. Jesus said, “And I will ask the Father, and He
will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; [that is] the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him, [but] you know Him because He
abides with you, and will be in you (John 14:16-17).

A second purpose of John was that he affirmed his personal humility and faith in God’s
announcement concerning the Messiah. He said, “And I did not recognize Him” (v.33a). Does this
means that the even the greatest man that ever lived didn’t immediately recognize the Messiah? He
certainly knew Jesus as a person, but not as the Messiah, until it was revealed to him explicitly by
God through the fulfillment of the prophecy concerning the way in which the Holy Spirit would come
upon the Promised One. Imagine the life of John the Baptist. From the day he was born, he was told
by his parents and then through divine messages from God in the form of the Old Testament
Scriptures that he was to be the one that announced the long awaited Messiah. Then when Jesus
actually arrived on the scene to begin his public ministry he stated that he didn’t recognize Him as
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the Messiah until God granted him a divine revelation that this was indeed the One whom he was
expecting.

How about us, are willing to humbly admit our inability to see Jesus? Do we trust in God’s word
concerning Him, as John the Baptist did? It’s like the little boy Johnny who always wanted to be a
fireman, in a region that hadn’t had a fire in hundreds of years. His parents told him he would be a
firefighter. His friends told him he would be a firefighter. When he graduated high school, he
enrolled in training to be a firefighter. One day the alarm bell rang in the training center and he
knew that he was going to see a real fire. When he got there, he said, “Boy, I have never actually
seen a fire before, that doesn’t look like a fire.” At that the fire chief said, “Johnny, that’s a fire,”
which quickly settled the matter. Johnny may have looked a bit silly in front of his classmates, but he
truly spoke what was on his mind. John the Baptist, whose whole short life was dedicated to the
express purpose of the forerunner of the Messiah, the one to announce His ministry; was in a similar
spot. When he saw Jesus he didn’t recognize Him right away as the Messiah. But, when God spoke
the matter was confirmed once and forever.

Let’s be humble like John the Baptist and admit we need eyes to see the reality of the Messiah as we
read Scripture and we live our lives. Since God wants to reveal the Messiah, He will help us to see
with fresh awareness the glory of Jesus as the Messiah and what a difference He can make in our
lives even today.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. What about us, what has God raised us up to be watching for? What are the purposes that God
has placed upon our hearts as servants of the Lord?

2. If all true Christians are “saints” how does that change your view of your life’s purpose and
meaning? How can you live into the identity of being set apart for special use?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/011914.cfm

First Reading IS 49:3, 5-6 (plus skipped verses)

Isaiah 49:3-6 NASB 3 And He said to Me, “You are My Servant, Israel, In Whom I will show My glory.” 4 But I
said, “I have toiled in vain, I have spent My strength for nothing and vanity; Yet surely the justice due to Me is
with the LORD, And My reward with My God.” 5 And now says the LORD, who formed Me from the womb to
be His Servant, To bring Jacob back to Him, in order that Israel might be gathered to Him (For [ am honored
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in the sight of the LORD, And My God is My strength), 6 He says, “It is too small a thing that You should be My
Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light
of the nations So that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

Second Reading 1 COR 1:1-3

1 Corinthians 1:1-3 NASB 1 Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our
brother, 2 to the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by
calling, with all who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours: 3 Grace to
you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel Reading JN 1:29-34

John 1:29-34 NASB 29 The next day he *saw Jesus coming to him, and *said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world! 30 “This is He on behalf of whom I said, ‘After me comes a Man who has a
higher rank than I, for He existed before me.” 31 “And I did not recognize Him, but in order that He might be
manifested to Israel, I came baptizing in water.” 32 And John bore witness saying, “I have beheld the Spirit
descending as a dove out of heaven, and He remained upon Him. 33 “And I did not recognize Him, but He who
sent me to baptize in water said to me, ‘He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining upon
Him, this is the one who baptizes in the Holy Spirit.” 34 “And I have seen, and have borne witness that this is
the Son of God.”

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB
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