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Sunday Mass Study Notes for Lectionary 671:
11/09/2025

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 11-9-2014. This week, we open with the first reading
from the Prophet Ezekiel, move to the second reading from Second Corinthians Chapter 3, and close
with the Gospel lesson from the Second Chapter of John.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from the Prophet Ezekiel. The context of the reading is Ezekiel’s prophecy
concerning a restored temple in Jerusalem. The most likely interpretation of this text is that this is
the “Millennial Temple” because its construction coincides with the beginning of the Lord Jesus’
thousand-year (millennium) reign after the end of the tribulation period. This follows the conclusion
of a period of judgment known as the “Day of the Lord,” a prominent theme throughout the Old
Testament. This period was first mentioned by the Prophet Isaiah who said, “For the LORD of hosts
will have a day of reckoning against everyone who is proud and lofty and against everyone who is
lifted up, That he may be abased” (Isaiah 2:12). The Day of the Lord, or DOL, is mentioned at least
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another 18 times in the Old Testament including Ezekiel 13:5, “You have not gone up into the
breaches, nor did you build the wall around the house of Israel to stand in the battle on the day of
the LORD” (emphasis added). This time, also known as the time of Jacob’s trouble (Jeremiah 30:7),
is the conclusion of the period of time during which God will pour out His judgments upon the
unbelieving world left after the church has been “caught up” from the earth as described by Saint
Paul in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. After Jesus returns with His church (Revelation 19:11,14) the world
is restored to a time of worldwide peace under the rulership of the Lord Jesus Christ for a period of
one thousand years (Revelation 20:4). The reading for today is in the section that describes how life-
giving water will flow from the temple to renew the salt-laden Dead Sea. Note that the omitted
verses 3-7 and 10 were included in order to provide the proper context.

First Reading:

1 Then he brought me back to the door of the house; and behold, water was flowing from
under the threshold of the house toward the east, for the house faced east. And the water was
flowing down from under, from the right side of the house, from south of the altar. 2 He
brought me out by way of the north gate and led me around on the outside to the outer gate by
way of the gate that faces east. And behold, water was trickling from the south side. 3 When
the man went out toward the east with a line in his hand, he measured a thousand cubits, and
he led me through the water, water reaching the ankles. 4 Again he measured a thousand and
led me through the water, water reaching the knees. Again he measured a thousand and led
me through the water, water reaching the loins. 5 Again he measured a thousand; and it was a
river that I could not ford, for the water had risen, enough water to swim in, a river that could
not be forded. 6 He said to me, “Son of man, have you seen this?” Then he brought me back to
the bank of the river. 7 Now when I had returned, behold, on the bank of the river there were
very many trees on the one side and on the other. 8 Then he said to me, “These waters go out
toward the eastern region and go down into the Arabah; then they go toward the sea, being
made to flow into the sea, and the waters of the sea become fresh. 9 It will come about that
every living creature which swarms in every place where the river goes, will live. And there
will be very many fish, for these waters go there and the others become fresh; so everything
will live where the river goes. 10 And it will come about that fishermen will stand beside it;
from Engedi to Eneglaim there will be a place for the spreading of nets. Their fish will be
according to their kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea, very many. 11 But its swamps and
marshes will not become fresh; they will be left for salt. 12 By the river on its bank, on one
side and on the other, will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves will not wither and
their fruit will not fail. They will bear every month because their water flows from the
sanctuary, and their fruit will be for food and their leaves for healing.” (Ezekiel 47:1-12)
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The water flowing from the temple comes from an elevated position since the temple is where all
nations will eventually come to worship. John said in Revelation, “Who will not fear, O Lord, and
glorify Your name? For You alone are holy; For ALL THE NATIONS WILL COME AND WORSHIP
BEFORE YOU, FOR YOUR RIGHTEOUS ACTS HAVE BEEN REVEALED” (Revelation 15:4). The
Millennial Temple will be elevated, both physically as well as spiritually, the place where Jesus reign
will be central. As the life-giving fresh water flows from God downhill towards the salt-laden Dead
Sea, the water becomes deeper and deeper until it disappears down into the depths of the now
freshwater lake. The Dead Sea will become fresh and a source of fish, with water providing
nourishment for trees that will also flourish in this formerly dead region. The application of this is
that all life is from God, water is life, and this comes from God out of the Millennial temple. God can
heal the fallen creation and reverse the curse of Adam. This should encourage us because sin is not
the last word written in the history of the world.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The second reading is from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians. The overall context of Chapter 3 is
the theological concept of “carnality”. Paul addressed the problem of Christians who are immature
in their faith, which resulted in the Corinthian believers indulging in the things from their old lives of
sin. Paul warned that believers needed to be careful because they would all stand before the Lord,
give an account, and receive a reward for what they did for God. What was at stake was not their
salvation, but their eternal rewards. Note:  Verses 12-15 omitted from the reading were included to
provide the proper context.

Second Reading:

9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. 10 According to the
grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and
another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. 11 For no man can
lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man
builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each man’s
work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and
the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. 14 If any man’s work which he has built
on it remains, he will receive a reward. 15 If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss;
but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 16 Do you not know that you are a temple
of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 17 If any man destroys the temple of God, God
will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are. (1 Corinthians 3:9-17).
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Paul said that all of the believers were working together to build God’s church (v. 9). This project of
building for God was something that was empowered by God’s variety of gifts given to each believer
(v. 10a, “according to the grace given”). Paul said that it wasn’t as important as what we did, but
rather our heart and motivation in why we did it (vv. 12-15). Paul reminded us that as believers, we
are a temple of God, and we are to use the gifts given to us through God’s grace to accomplish the
work He has for us. God will test our works against His gold standard, that of perfect knowledge of
our motives. This is something that the Corinthian church needed very much to understand, as they
were struggling with carnal living in their culture that was filled with idolatry in their crossroads
city. Later in this Book Paul explained to the Corinthian believers more about the coming judgment.
Believers will be judged at what is called the “Bema Seat Judgment” found in 2 Corinthians 5:10.
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed
for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.” Paul also described
it in Romans. “But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your
brother with contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God” (Romans 14:10). This
judgment is not about salvation, that was something that was determined by Jesus Who died on our
behalf (1 John 2:2) and when we trusted in Him (John 3:16). Instead, the point of the Bema Seat
Judgment is to reward believers based on how faithful they were in serving the Lord. We see this
clearly in the last Book of the Bible where Jesus said, “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward
is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done” (Revelation 22:12). The Bema
Seat of Christ should provide extra encouragement for us to steward our gifts and talents according
to God’s value system and not the world’s value system. As we go about our lives as Christians, we
must remember to test our motives and use our spiritual gifts in the service of the Lord.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The Gospel reading is from John Chapter 2. The central theme of the Gospel of John is to show that
Jesus is the Christ and that Jesus is the incarnation of God, the “logos” or “the Word that became
flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14a). Jesus declares throughout the Book that He is God, for
example John 10:30, “I and the Father are One.” Chapter 1 summarizes God’s plan of redemption
through the birth, life (and eventual death) of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the One Who “came to His own,
and His own people (the Jews) did not receive Him” (John 1:11). John showed that God’s plan of
salvation was for people to find life through Jesus’ giving of His own life, not as a victim (John 10:18)
in a sacrificial offering but as One who willingly offered Himself as a final sacrifice for the sin of the
world once and for all (Hebrews 10:12). John said, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave
the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:12-13). The first chapter
of John also introduced the person of John the Baptist, Jesus’ cousin, who was God’s appointed
forerunner who came in the spirit of Elijah to fulfil the Old Testament prophecy in Malachi 4:5-6.
John the Baptist came “to bear witness of the Light, that all through Him might believe” (John 1:7).
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Finally, the opening chapter of John’s Gospel introduced Jesus’ ministry by revealing His calling of
the first disciples. Peter the Rock was first and was given this new name by Jesus (1:42), followed by
Philip (v. 43) and finally Nathanael (v. 45). Jesus’ first recorded miracle was shared in the closing
section of the chapter when Jesus revealed to Nathanael how He had seen him standing under the
fig tree. Since Jesus wasn’t in close enough proximity for this to have occurred naturally, Nathaniel
received this as a miracle (John 1:48). This impressed Nathanael so much that he declared the Rabbi
Jesus to be the Son of God, which was the first affirmation of Jesus’ divinity in this Gospel.

Chapter 2, from which today’s reading is found, opens with the miracle of Jesus turning the water
into wine at the wedding in Cana in the region of Galilee near the Sea of Galilee (John 2:1-11). After
Jesus did this miracle, John recorded that “His disciples believed in Him” (John 2:11c). After the
wedding celebration concluded, which according to Jewish tradition would have gone on just short of
a week, Jesus traveled with His mother, brothers, and disciples to Capernaum. This brings us to the
reading for today.

Gospel Reading:

13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 And He found in the
temple those who were selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the money changers seated at
their tables. 15 And He made a scourge of cords, and drove them all out of the temple, with
the sheep and the oxen; and He poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned
their tables; 16 and to those who were selling the doves He said, “Take these things away; stop
making My Father’s house a place of business.” 17 His disciples remembered that it was
written, “ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE WILL CONSUME ME.” 18 The Jews then said to Him,
“What sign do You show us as your authority for doing these things?” 19 Jesus answered them,
“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It took forty-
six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?” 21 But He was speaking
of the temple of His body. 22 So when He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered
that He said this; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken. (John
2:13-22)

The first point from the text is that Jesus’s actions revealed his high reverence for God and correct
worship in the temple. This is the first of three Passover celebrations that are mentioned in the
Gospels (v. 13, John 6:4, John 11:55). The first of two times that Jesus drove the money changers
from the temple (v. 14, Matthew 21:12). The money changers were in the outer courts of the temple,
preying on the Jewish pilgrims coming from various countries to observe the Passover. This
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pilgrimage was required for every adult over 12 years old (Exodus 23:14-17). One reason that Jesus
was angry, in addition to the fact that commerce was being conducted in the temple that included
the sale of sacrificial animals, was that the money changers swindled their clients and took
advantage of the fact that they had no other choice but to buy their sacrifices from these temple
crooks. Jesus called this a “robbers’ den” in Matthew’s Gospel. On that occasion Jesus proclaimed to
them, “It is written, ‘MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYER’; but you are making it a
ROBBERS’ DEN” (Matthew 21:13). In the reading Jesus told them, “Take these things away; stop
making My Father’s house a place of business” (v. 16b). (John 4:24). Jesus would not tolerate
commerce in the temple, especially that of crooked money changers. Again, Jesus’ actions of driving
out the money changers from the temple indicated His reverence for His Father God.

The way Jesus drove the shady currency exchange merchants from the temple gives us an insight
into the second point that arises from the text: Jesus’ supernatural power and inherent authority.
John said, “And He made a scourge of cords, and drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep
and the oxen; and He poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables” (v.
15). The Passover was a hectic season in Jerusalem with the arrival of thousands of pilgrims from
around the Roman world. A large contingent of Roman soldiers would have stood guard outside the
temple. Jesus must have driven out the money changers with such power that they could not raise
any objection with the Roman authorities, who would have responded quickly to the situation. John
said, ‘’His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE WILL CONSUME
ME,’” a quote from the Messianic Psalm 69. Even Jesus’ disciples didn’t realize all of these things
right away, but they were humble enough to insert this insight into the record once they did. The
way Jesus drove the money changers away revealed the tremendous power He wielded from His
Father God and His inherent authority as the author of true worship.

The third and final point from the text is the introduction of Jesus’ “parabolic” teaching method. The
parable in the reading today is more indirect than the “kingdom parables” in Matthew 13. Jesus told
the Jews in the temple, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (v. 19). Even though
the temple repair project had been ongoing for 46 years, the renovation had still not been
completed. The Jewish historian Josephus writes that the renovation continued all the way up until
the siege of Jerusalem that began in the year 67 and concluded with the destruction of the temple in
70. Instead of meaning the Temple building, Jesus was referring to His own body, which would be
given over to death, and then would be resurrected in three days. The Jews misunderstood Jesus;
something that we find out later in Matthew’s Gospel was His intention by teaching this way. In that
text when His disciples came to Him and asked Him why he taught the people in parables He
answered them, “To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to
them it has not been granted” (Matthew 13:11). Jesus’ reason for obscuring the truth to those who
won’t believe is that it shields them from further judgment when they will stand before the Lord.
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The first two chapters of John mark a series of firsts: the first disciples, the first miracles, the first
display of Jesus’ power, and the first use of His marvelous teaching method in parables. We can
rejoice that we can model Jesus’ reverence for His Father God when we worship God. We can
minister to others through the same power of the Holy Spirit that Jesus Himself possessed. Finally,
we can meditate and learn from Jesus’ teaching in the Gospels. Something about Jesus’ teaching
method makes us understand the concept even more clearly than if He had told us the truths
directly.

Have a great week.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1.  In all three readings, we see a display of God’s power:

                Ezekiel shows us that God’s life-giving water will resurrect the Dead Sea

Paul shows us in 1 Corinthians that all Christians will face a time of giving an account for what we
have done with the gifts and talents entrusted to us.

John records a display of power when Jesus cleansed the Temple and predicted His resurrection
power.

As you think about these three passages and the incredible display of power, what areas of your life
need God’s resurrection power? How do you respond to God’s power?

2.  Jesus had a zeal for worship to be pure, not tainted by selfish motives. This theme was also
discussed in 1 Corinthians, since our motives will be laid bare at the Bema Seat of Christ. What do
you want God to change in your life to purify your worship and your motives, so that you will not be
ashamed at the Bema Seat of Christ? Talk to Him about this area that you would like Him to purify
and cleanse—and ask Him what your role is in making life-giving changes.
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Sunday Mass Study Notes for Sunday,
8-21-2016

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 8-21-2016. This week our first reading is from the final
chapter of the prophecy of Isaiah. The passage is prophetic in nature, that is, it touches on events in
the last days of God’s plan for redemption. The second reading from the Epistle to the Hebrews
deals with the very difficult subject of discipline and how God uses it in the lives of His children.
Finally, we read more about Jesus’ teaching ministry as He traveled through Israel. In this passage
He includes some very hard lessons that are important for us to understand.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The book of Isaiah is like a small Bible. Chapters 1-39 speak of Israel in the midst of the nations (like
the Old Testament, consisting of 39 books in many versions). Chapters 40-66 speak of comfort in the
revelation of Christ (like the New Testament’s 26 books). This last section begins with John the
Baptist, climaxes in chapter 53 about the sacrifice of Christ, and ends with the Millennial Kingdom.
Today’s portion was written, perhaps, to educate Israel concerning the distant future with respect to
the Messianic Kingdom of God and ultimate restoration of the nation.

First Reading:

https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/weekly-study-notes-for-the-sunday-mass/08-21-2016/
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Isaiah 66:18-21 NAS95 18 “For I know their works and their thoughts; the time is coming to gather
all nations and tongues. And they shall come and see My glory. 19 I will set a sign among them and
will send survivors from them to the nations: Tarshish, Put, Lud, Meshech, Rosh, Tubal and Javan, to
the distant coastlands that have neither heard My fame nor seen My glory. And they will declare My
glory among the nations. 20 Then they shall bring all your brethren from all the nations as a grain
offering to the LORD, on horses, in chariots, in litters, on mules and on camels, to My holy mountain
Jerusalem,” says the LORD, “just as the sons of Israel bring their grain offering in a clean vessel to
the house of the LORD. 21 I will also take some of them for priests and for Levites,” says the LORD.

In these verses Isaiah moves from speaking of God’s judgment upon those who are unfaithful to Him
to announce a future gathering of all nations. Representatives will come into God’s presence and be
introduced to His great glory. Then, they will be sent out to the nations of the world who have not
known God. Someone has called this the Great Commission for Israel (similar to the Great
Commission to the Church in Matthew 28). These “missionaries” will declare the glory of God to the
nations.

The result will be a great migration, multitudes coming to Jerusalem, described as “My holy
mountain.” The text tells us that they will come in a variety of ways: “on horses, in chariots, in
litters, on mules and on camels.” Notably, God will choose some of these new believers to be priests
and to be used in serving capacities for God.

One might well ask, “When will these things come to pass?” The answer would require a very careful
study of prophetic Scriptures—both Old and New Testament texts—to be definitive. The Bible often
speaks of a great tribulation in the end times, and many believe it is the saints (believers) who come
out of that tribulation period who will be the messengers to bring to God those who had not yet
heard of His love and grace and who, as a result of this witness, come into a relationship of faith in
God.

No matter the timing of this prophecy, the recurring theme in this passage is God’s glory. What is
God’s glory? “Glory” is a very difficult word to define because it does not represent a concrete
object. It represents a quality or essence, much like the word “beauty.” God’s glory is the reflection
of His beautiful and perfect essence, the manifestation of His unique and sought after presence.
Glory is the positive reference to His attractive reputation, which is manifested in who He is and
displayed in what He does. We get a sense of God’s glory by the loving dynamic within the three
persons of the Godhead, with His generous and gracious interaction with humankind (as recorded in
Scripture), and in His display of exotic beauty and intricate design in nature (general revelation).
God’s glory has been on display for all to see in creation, so that Saint Paul says: “For since the
creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly
seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse . . . Professing
to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the
form of corruptible man . . . ” (Romans 1:20,22-23).
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Responding to God’s glory and living in light of this reality is an important part of a life well-lived, a
life that has eternal qualities to it. In the passage of Isaiah, it is the distinct privilege of people to
declare His fame and reflect His glory to those who do not know. In our lives, we have the privilege
to live for God’s fame, and not our own on a daily basis. We can choose to order our lives around
giving glory to God, or we can choose to exchange this opportunity in order to glorify self, honor the
finite things of this world, or value what was created over the Creator Himself. Though the results
are not always immediate, this passage reminds us that God’s glory is worth pursuing.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The major theme of Hebrews is the pre-eminence of Christ. It involves some very important and
deep theology, but it also includes very practical ideas about Christian living. In fact, the last three
chapters give valuable teaching about walking in faith (ch. 11), walking with hope (ch. 12), and
walking in love (ch. 13). Today’s reading gives a helpful lesson about the value and necessity of
discipline, which often may be painful but always serves God’s good purpose.

Second Reading:

Note: Includes verses 8-10 omitted from the reading.

Hebrews 12:5-13 NAS95 5 and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons,
“MY SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, NOR FAINT WHEN YOU
ARE REPROVED BY HIM; 6 FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE
SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES.” 7 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals
with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 But if you are
without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not
sons. 9 Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not
much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time
as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, so that we may share His holiness. 11 All
discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained
by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness. 12 Therefore, strengthen the hands
that are weak and the knees that are feeble, 13 and make straight paths for your feet, so that the
limb which is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed.

The section begins with a reminder that discipline comes from God, and it happens in the lives of all
Christians (“every son,” v. 6). In fact, the very reality that God disciplines someone proves that
person’s sonship; he indeed belongs to God, because parents don’t discipline someone else’s
children. It should be noted here that the words in the text express discipline and chastisement, not
judgment and punishment. There is a difference.

Most people do not like pain and suffering, and we pray fervently to be rid of them. But, whatever
the reason for the pain—whether it’s the discipline of God or the consequences of natural infirmities,
God can use the suffering for His good purposes. One writer, who has suffered a debilitating disease
for many years, wrote: “If my parents could have stopped me from being afflicted by this disease,
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they would have. But God didn’t, and He’s the perfect Father, knowing what will make me a better
person. Because of their love, my parents would more likely have insulated me from some of the
greatest lessons of life that I could learn only through my suffering. Because of God’s love for me, He
dare not withhold the pain and suffering.”

But why is it necessary for God to discipline His children? What are God’s motives? Unfortunately,
many of us have been disciplined by an earthly parent out of impatience, sometimes to show us
who’s boss, or to get us to cooperate with their plan with no interest in our nurture. Some of the
tactics that earthly parents wrongly use are guilt and shame, producing in us a fear of punishment
and a surface compliance to the desires of the one with authority. If we view God like we view our
earthly parents, then we have some soul work to do in order to trust God in the midst of His
discipline.

God does not discipline His children in order to get begrudging compliance or in order to get even
with wrongs we have done. God lovingly disciplines His children to help shape a worldview in our
hearts that pries our fingers off of self-reliance, independence, and autonomous pride; and in
exchange, opens our arms to embrace a God-reliant walk with Him. Saint Paul wrote of a time in his
life where he was under so much affliction that he even despaired of life itself. As a result of this
time of discipline, Paul internalized a deep reliance on God, saying: “we had the sentence of death
within ourselves so that we would not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead” (2
Corinthians 1:9).

In our immaturity (just like a child), we do not know how much we need our Father. We often live as
if we are in charge and give a quick nod to God when we want to do well on an exam, need a new
job, or feel like we are in a bind. But God, in His kindness, knows that this is low-level living in Him.
Through having the proverbial rug pulled out from underneath us, He helps us to live in light of
reality and recognize that we cannot do life on our own. In our disorientation and desolation, we
desperately reach out for God’s abiding presence and find our consolation in Him (not in our sense
of control or carefully arranged circumstances). We begin to internalize His value system in our soul
by living in dependence on Him, which is a “severe mercy” on God’s part. God’s motive is to bring
life that is truly life (John 10:10) to us in the midst of His strategic and loving discipline.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

We hear a lot today about intolerance. We are urged to be tolerant of almost everyone and
everything that someone might believe or do. Moral standards of right and wrong seem to have
evaporated in modern society, and common sense has been replaced with personal preference. But,
there is a standard; there is a right way, and everything contrary to that must be wrong. Jesus and
Christianity are often criticized because of their claim that there is only one way to God. Today’s
reading emphasizes that truth in the teaching of Jesus Himself, who claimed to be that one way
(John 14:6).

Gospel Reading:
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Luke 13:22-30 NAS95 22 And He was passing through from one city and village to another,
teaching, and proceeding on His way to Jerusalem. 23 And someone said to Him, “Lord, are there
just a few who are being saved?” And He said to them, 24 “Strive to enter through the narrow door;
for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 25 Once the head of the house gets up
and shuts the door, and you begin to stand outside and knock on the door, saying, ‘Lord, open up to
us!’ then He will answer and say to you, ‘I do not know where you are from.’ 26 Then you will begin
to say, ‘We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our streets’; 27 and He will say, ‘I tell
you, I do not know where you are from; DEPART FROM ME, ALL YOU EVILDOERS.’ 28 In that place
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the
prophets in the kingdom of God, but yourselves being thrown out. 29 And they will come from east
and west and from north and south, and will recline at the table in the kingdom of God. 30 And
behold, some are last who will be first and some are first who will be last.”

Luke records important lessons from Jesus’ teaching as the Lord makes His way to Jerusalem, where
He is to suffer and die. He had told His disciples about His destiny, although they did not fully
understand His plan of salvation until after the promised resurrection. Apparently, some had
understood His teaching about the necessity to come to God through Him, and one asks Him
specifically about it. Are there, he wonders, only a few that will be saved? Jesus answers by
describing the entrance to faith as being “the narrow door.” His further comments can leave no
doubt about the exclusiveness of the way to God.

Not all who feel entitled to enter can do so. The “head of the house,” no doubt a reference to God the
Father, surely has the right to open and close the door to His own house, and knocking on the door
will not achieve entrance if you are unknown to the householder. He makes it clear that past
physical association with Him (eating and drinking, for example) is not sufficient. People also claim
that they listened to Him teaching in their streets, but this is still not sufficient. Those who are
actually entitled to enter are those who enter through the “narrow door.” What is this narrow door
that Jesus is referring to?

In the Gospel of John, Jesus answers the question by metaphorically referring to himself as the door
to the sheepfold. Inside the sheepfold, the sheep are safe and find refuge. He said, “Truly, truly I say
to you, I am the door of the sheep. All who came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep
did not hear them. I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and
out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have
life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:7-10). It is clear from this and other parts of Scripture (John
14:6, Acts 4:12) that Jesus is the only entry point to eternal life.

It is clear, then, that apart from genuine trust in the grace of Jesus and His finished work at the
cross, evidenced by His resurrection, there is no salvation. He indeed is the only way to God. Those
who reject the opportunity to trust Him will weep and gnash their teeth when they see Israel’s
fathers and prophets in the kingdom and they themselves are left out. These words should bring
them to repentance so they will be able to “recline at the table in the kingdom of God.” The last—the
down-and-outers, the ones who do not feel entitled—will be first in the kingdom because they have
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accepted the lordship of Jesus in their lives.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1.  The pinnacle of God’s glory is displayed in His work of salvation accomplished through Christ’s
perfect life, His death and His resurrection. How has God’s glory changed you from pursuing the
corruptible things of this finite world to orienting your life around the incorruptible beauty of God’s
nature? Where do you see God’s glory being displayed in your life’s choices, attitudes, and values?
Where would you like to see God’s continued work in your life and through your life to reflect His
glory?

2.  How did your parents discipline you as a child? What tactics/motives reflected the heart of God
and what tactics/motives did not reflect the heart of God? What parts of that experience do you need
to exchange in order to embrace the loving discipline of God in your life? What seasons of discipline
do you need to revisit in your mind and mentally process with this new perspective of God’s heart for
internalizing His value system in you? How can this perspective on God’s discipline being part of our
sonship be an encouragement for you and those you love to stay faithful to God in the midst of
suffering?

3.  Since Jesus was speaking metaphorically of entering through the narrow door, what does it mean
to do this spiritually? How does this metaphor get lived out in your life? It might require a first-time
decision to follow Him if you have never articulated your allegiance to Christ or it might require
daily moments of trust to show your allegiance to Him as Lord. What would it be worth to you to
recline at the table in the kingdom of God and be with the Old Testament saints for eternity? How
might you grow in valuing this eternal reward over short-term gratification that gets in the way of
reflecting God’s glory.

Readings for the Week   

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/082116.cfm

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Lectionary: 120

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at:  http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB
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Sunday Mass Study Notes for Sunday,
5-22-2016

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 5-22-2016. This week examine a reading from
Proverbs and learn something about the Person of Jesus Christ. In the second reading we see how
God uses trials in the life of a believer to make them grow in their faith and trust in Him. In the
Gospel reading we learn about how Jesus promised His disciples how He would send the Holy Spirit
to empower them to accomplish His work and to persevere through the tribulations that He
predicted would come upon them. 

Introduction to the First Reading:

Proverbs is a Book that provides wisdom from God on a variety of matters. Most of the Proverbs
were written by King Solomon. While reading this section of the Bible we have to remember that
these biblical principles were delivered to a people bound to the Mosaic Law. Additionally, we must
keep in mind that they are general proscriptive principles and not prescriptive in every case. For
example, Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child in the way he should go, Even when he is old he will
not depart from it.” While this is a good and godly principle all of us are acquainted with
circumstances of parents who closely followed this principle but yet had wayward children. Proverbs
8 begins with the personification of wisdom, a common theme in this Book. “Does not wisdom call,

https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/weekly-study-notes-for-the-sunday-mass/05-22-2016/
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/weekly-study-notes-for-the-sunday-mass/05-22-2016/
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And understanding lift up her voice?”

First Reading:

Proverbs 8:22-31 NAS95 22 “The LORD possessed me at the beginning of His way, Before His works
of old. 23 From everlasting I was established, From the beginning, from the earliest times of the
earth. 24 When there were no depths I was brought forth, When there were no springs abounding
with water. 25 Before the mountains were settled, Before the hills I was brought forth; 26 While He
had not yet made the earth and the fields, Nor the first dust of the world. 27 When He established
the heavens, I was there, When He inscribed a circle on the face of the deep, 28 When He made firm
the skies above, When the springs of the deep became fixed, 29 When He set for the sea its
boundary So that the water would not transgress His command, When He marked out the
foundations of the earth; 30 Then I was beside Him, as a master workman; And I was daily His
delight, Rejoicing always before Him, 31 Rejoicing in the world, His earth, And having my delight in
the sons of men.”

The reading opens with the idea of the eternity of a certain person, “me” in verse 22. While we can
say that God foreknew those whom He also “predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son”
(Romans 8:29) and therefore knew us as believers in eternity past, the plain sense of these verses
points to the eternality of the Person of Jesus Christ. The wording used by the author aligns with
what John said about Jesus Christ in his Gospel, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). The proverb says about this Person that He was
established from everlasting, “From the beginning, from the earliest times of the earth” (v. 23a).
John said about Jesus, “We was in the beginning with God” (John 1:2). The proverb also speaks to the
role of Jesus as the creator, while at the same time brings out the unity that exists between the
Father God and the Son. Verse 30 says, “Then I was beside Him, as a master workman; And I was
daily His delight, Rejoicing always before Him.” Colossians 1:16 says, “For by Him all things were
created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
rulers or authorities–all things have been created through Him and for Him.” Yet Isaiah said, “Thus
says the Lord, your Redeemer, and the one who formed you from the womb, “I, the Lord, am the
maker of all things, stretching out the heavens by Myself, and spreading out the earth all alone.”
Finally, in Genesis 1:2 we see that “the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters”
during creation. Therefore, the Trinity of God was involved in the creation process, we see a sense of
this in today’s reading.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The context of the second reading from Romans follows Saint Paul’s teaching on justification by faith
alone. Today’s reading opens with the word “therefore,” and as always we need to reflect upon what
this word is “there for.” In the reading that follows, the “therefore” provides the linkage to Paul’s
persuasive argument to the Christians in Rome regarding how God had justified them through faith
in Jesus Christ alone. Paul looked back to how “ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED
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TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS” (Romans 4:3) Paul taught how Jesus “was delivered over because of
our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification” (Romans 4:25). Paul’s point was that
as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ we inherit the righteousness of God through our faith in Him,
“just as if” we had never sinned at all. Understanding the legal concept of justification is essential
because otherwise it makes our salvation the result of our “good” works. Salvation is something
which God has stated expressly we cannot earn. “For by grace you have been saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast”
(Ephesians 2:8-9). Through our faith in the finished work of the Lord Jesus on the cross we have a
new judicial standing before the throne of God, “just as if” we had never sinned. For once we believe
God has “removed our sins as far as the east is from west” (Psalms 103:12). Our faith is extremely
important in the eyes of God, for God sees us through the righteousness of Christ (Romans 13;14,
Galatians 3:27, Job 29:14, Isaiah 61:10, Revelation 3:4).

[Note: Our online readers will benefit by being able to quickly peruse these verses by the verse
lookup feature by hovering over each of them. We encourage everyone to study all of the quoted
verses used each week in Mass Notes.]

Second Reading:

Romans 5:1-5 NAS95 1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this
grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only this, but we also
exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; 4 and perseverance,
proven character; and proven character, hope; 5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of
God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

Paul taught how through our faith we are justified and “we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ” (v. 1). Paul taught in Colossians how as nonbelievers we were alienated from God
(Colossians 1:21). Interestingly, in that same section of Colossians Paul continued with the concept
of rejoicing in suffering (Colossians 1:24), which is exactly what Paul did in verse three of today’s
reading. Paul said, “we also exult in our tribulations” (v. 3a). He said that the reason we are called to
do this is because it builds perseverance which leads to godly character, then onwards to hope (v. 4).

In applying today’s reading we may ask how tribulation produces perseverance, character, and
hope? Tribulation, a word which literally means “suffering,” are any type of tests to your faith. This
includes things like health problems, broken or strained relationships, persecution by nonbelievers,
financial concerns, and the death of a loved one. If we turn to God during our trials, we can expect to
experience growth in our faith as we see how God delivers us through them. God may deliver us
from them, or sometimes He may. But regardless, the promise in today’s reading is that if when we
persist in faith God will use our trials to conform us more perfectly to the image of Jesus Christ, the
Suffering Servant of God (Isaiah 53:1-12).

As I was reflecting upon the ways in which God has worked in my own life (see study question #2), I
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reviewed some of the thoughts that I had written in one of my prayer journals. In one journal entry
dated 9/13/2011 me and my wife had been praying for a man we know to find a godly wife. I am
pleased to report that he got married in the summer of 2015 to a very godly young woman whom he
met at church. In another entry dated 12/4/2011 I had been praying for God to provide a means for
me to pay off a $25,000 surgical bill. In that case God provided through a combination of insurance
and provisions through bonuses and my salary at work. As I continued to review my prayer journal I
see how God has worked in so many different people’s lives. Yet some of the people whom we have
been praying continue to struggle. One in particular has had a half-down year long struggle in her
life with chronic pain in her back. Perhaps God desires us to continue to pull together as believer to
pray for her, and I am confident that He will continue to work in her life.

More recently however, God has been working in a miraculous way in my life. Men frequently don’t
share the struggles with their wives that they may have in their thought life. We should however
share these both with God and when appropriate with a prayer partner of the same sex who would
understand. Recently after watching a Christian movie that focused upon how God is able to produce
miracles in the lives of people who pray boldly with faith I sensed a calling from God to present to
Him a particular struggle that I was having with my thought life. After I was all pumped up
spiritually after watching that Christian film, I brought this matter boldly to the Lord in prayer. 
After a week went by in which I did not struggle with this particular thought pattern, the thought
occurred to me that perhaps God was up to something in my life.  After a month had gone by I began
to understand that God had indeed intervened in my life, and then began to focus upon ways to
prevent myself from falling into this particular pattern again. What are some areas in which you are
struggling? We encourage you to bring these to God and expect His answer as you persist in prayer
to Him. If you feel your faith is weak, pray that God would first give you the faith that you need.
Perhaps He will lead you to study a particular book, or meet with a particular person. But do expect
God to show up when you come to Him boldly in prayer.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The Gospel reading from John chapter 16 is Jesus’ counsel to His disciples about how they will be
able to prosper once He leaves the world through His sending of the Holy Spirit. They are to expect
great persecution and be “outcasts from the synagogue” (John 16:2). In fact the deception of
nonbelievers in world will be so bad that “everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service
to God” (v. 2b). Jesus promised how then when He went away He would send the “Helper,” Who
would “convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment” (v. 8).

Gospel Reading:

John 16:12-15 NAS95 12 “I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13
But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on
His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to
come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. 15 All things that the
Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.”
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Jesus taught His disciples how the Holy Spirit would “guide them into all the truth” (v. 13b). The
prophecy of the Holy Spirit led to the inspiration of our Holy Bible. Peter spoke about this by saying,
“for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke
from God” (2 Peter 1:21). The Word of God is but one of many ministries of the Holy Spirit that we as
believers possess. The Spirit also works to draw unbelievers to faith in the Lord Jesus, convict both
believers and nonbelievers of their sin, regenerate our spirits making us “born from above” (John
3:3), sanctify us in the Lord, help us in prayer, guide us in understand Scripture, provide us with
comfort through His divine power dwelling within us, and provides us with gifts and fruits of the
Spirit. Although Jesus’ disciples certainly couldn’t understand the implications of His prophecy
concerning the coming of the Spirit, they spent their lives living out the fullness of all that the Spirit
had to offer them even though they endured unparalleled tribulation in their lives.

We too are called to partake of God’s divine gift through the ministry offered to us in the Holy Spirit
that lives within us. It is this Spirit that empowers us to live lives pleasing to God. In order to take
advantage of the Spirit’s guidance “into all the truth” mentioned in today’s reading, we must
endeavor to become students of God’s Word in the Bible. Our prayer is that these weekly studies will
prompt you to go further in your study of God’s word, and “test all things, holding fast to that which
is true” (1 Thessalonians 5:21).

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. What is something through which you either are suffering, or have suffered in recent years?  In
what ways have you seen how God produced in you the character qualities noted by Paul of
increased faith, perseverance and character?

2. Perhaps one of the most useful ways in which you can learn from the tribulations allowed by God
in your life is to journal about your experiences and then look back upon how God used these
circumstances for His eternal purposes and your own good (Romans 8:28). If you have written down
anything in past years, retrieve these journal entries and review the changes that have occurred
since then. In what ways can you see how God actively used these trials to produce perseverance
and character in your life?

Readings for the Week  

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/052216.cfm   

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity

Lectionary: 166

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/052216.cfm
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Sunday Mass Study Notes for 12-01-2013

 

In the lesson today, we will study the importance of being prepared and the dangers of not doing
this in spite of having adequate warnings. We will look at an illustration from history as well as the
Old Testament Books of Genesis and Isaiah.  Finally, we will turn to the Gospel of Matthew and
conclude with teaching about the End Times from what is known as the Olivet Discourse.

On June 25, 1876, the Indian scout named Goes-Ahead warned General George Custer not to attack
the Indian encampment at Little Bighorn, South Dakota. Goes-Ahead was so certain about the
negative outcome that he removed his US Army uniform and changed into traditional Native
American Indian clothing, which was supposed to ease the entry of his soul to the afterlife.  Custer
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considered these actions as “defeatist” and was so angry at this and the other scout’s behavior that
the General dismissed them on the spot, an action which saved the Indian’s lives.  Custer continued
with the attack that in retrospect had very predictable results.  Not a single Army soldier in Custer’s
brigade survived the attack and as a result, little was known about what actually happened during
the battle.  It wasn’t until General Terry arrived two days later on June 27 that anyone even knew
that the brigade had perished.  “Custer’s Last Stand,” as it came to be known, was a disaster for
Custer and his men because he was ill-prepared for the battle. The well-skilled and qualified General
was alert, yet he ultimately wasn’t equipped with the resources necessary to win the battle.  Even
though he was forewarned, he wasn’t prepared enough to win the Battle, though those after him
learned from his mistakes and went on to be victorious. 

What can we learn about General Custer’s Last Stand?  Although this military leader was
forewarned, he and his troops were not well enough prepared to win the battle.  Likewise, people
are warned about the return of the Lord and the coming tribulation for those who haven’t trusted in
Him through faith, yet many still persist in their sin and unbelief.  The Bible is full of admonition for
people to believe while they still have the chance.  The Prophet Isaiah said, “Seek the LORD while
He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near.”  In the Old Testament Book of Genesis, God
instructed Noah to build an ark to save his family from the coming global flood (Genesis 6:13). 
Although the people didn’t have the Bible, Noah, who was called a “preacher of righteousness” (2
Peter 2:5), warned the people about their coming destruction.  In spite of the fact that they were
cautioned for 120 years (Genesis 6:3) the entire world perished except for Noah and his family
(7:21-22).  Though only Noah’s family believed, it’s certain that anyone would have been allowed to
enter and be saved.

The Holy Scriptures play a very important role in warning the people in the modern era about the
need to repent and trust in the finished work of Jesus for forgiveness of their sin and deliverance
from the tribulation that is prophesied to come upon the earth.  People in the western world today
have even less of an excuse to say that they haven’t been warned since the Bible is readily available
to them.  In past eras this wasn’t always the case. Not everyone has had access to the Bible in order
to receive proper instruction about how to become a believer in God and His plan of salvation.  Many
years after Noah’s flood in the Old Testament, there was an era when the Bible became lost to the
Jewish people and was rediscovered during the reign of godly King Josiah.  This discovery led to a
vigorous revival among the Jews.  If you desire to read more, this history is found in Second Kings
Chapter 22.  The  moral of the story from Custer’s Last Stand and the teachings of the Bible is to
“repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2).

A prominent theme in the Bible is the prophecy concerning the eventual restoration and spiritual
awakening of the Jewish people.  In the first reading, we see the Prophet Isaiah making a prediction
about the future restoration of the Nation of Israel.  The reading is from Isaiah Chapter 2. Read
about God’s plan for Israel and the prominent place that Jerusalem will play in the future.  As you
read, underline the word “will” each time it appears in the text. 

1 The word which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 Now it will
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come about that in the last days, The mountain of the house of the LORD will be established
as the chief of the mountains, And will be raised above the hills; And all the nations will
stream to it. 3 And many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of
the LORD, To the house of the God of Jacob; That He may teach us concerning His ways, And
that we may walk in His paths.” For the law will go forth from Zion, And the word of the
LORD from Jerusalem. 4 And He will judge between the nations, And will render decisions for
many peoples; And they will hammer their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again will they learn
war. 5 Come, house of Jacob, and let us walk in the light of the LORD. (Isaiah 2:1-5)

In the introduction today, we saw that the prophetic message of the Bible was to listen to God’s
warnings and to be prepared in order to avoid future judgment.  In Isaiah’s message, the point
wasn’t to tell the Jewish people about the need to be prepared, but rather to tell all the people in the
world what God will do regarding His People Israel.  Isaiah said that in the “last days” God will
establish Jerusalem as the true religious capital of the world (v.2).  Jerusalem will be where God will
live and judge the nations, and the location of His teaching that will go throughout the world (vv.
3-4).  God will bring worldwide peace and weapons will be eliminated and converted into devices for
peaceful use (v.4).  The entire nation of Israel will then walk in the light of the Lord (v.5).  Though
Isaiah’s message wasn’t something that we can act upon by being prepared it can bring us hope that
God’s plan for His people will ultimately prevail and bring worldwide peace.  As in-grafted believers
in Israel (Romans 11:17) this should provide us with comfort that God can and will work in our lives
as well. 

In the second reading today (unlike what we saw in the first) we do find a calling from God for us to
be prepared, as we saw in the opening illustration about Noah.  As you read the second reading from
Romans, be thinking about some specific actions to which God may be calling you take in your life.

11 And this do, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for
now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed. 12 The night is almost gone, and the
day is at hand. Let us therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.
13 Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual
promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts. (Romans 13:11-14)

God told us in verse 12 to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” but then went on to tell us to take off other
things. In verse 13 Paul said to “put on the armor of light” and take off drunkenness, sexual
promiscuity, sensuality, strife, and envy (v.13) and lust (v.14).  Paul said in Colossians 3, “But now
you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, [and] abusive speech from your mouth.
Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its [evil] practices” (vv.8-9). God
offers us empowerment to be able to take things off through the putting on of the mind of Jesus
Christ.  There isn’t a magical formula about how we can put on the mind of Jesus Christ, but some
ways are through the study of His Word, prayer, and fellowship with other believers.  By studying
God’s Word, seeking the Lord in prayer and fellowshipping with other believers, we start to
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recognize the patterns of the darkness and begin to make no provision for the flesh (the old way of
life apart from Christ) so that we can walk in newness of life. It is a battle, and unless we surrender
daily to God’s Spirit who gives us the power to resist the Enemy, we will have as much success as
Custer in his last stand.

 

In the Gospel reading today, we leave the Gospel of Luke we studied last week and turn to Matthew
and the subject of eschatology, the study of the final events in the history of the world.  This section
of Scripture is known as the Olivet Discourse because Jesus gave it on the Mount of Olives in
Jerusalem across the Kidron Valley from the Temple.  As was the case in the second reading from
today, God made a call for people to be prepared. He used an illustration from Noah, whom we
discussed today in the introduction.

36 But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but
the Father alone. 37 For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. 38
For as in those days which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, they were
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 39 and they did not
understand until the flood came and took them all away; so shall the coming of the Son of
Man be. 40 Then there shall be two men in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left.
41 Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken, and one will be left. 42
Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming. 43 But be sure
of this, that if the head of the house had known at what time of the night the thief was
coming, he would have been on the alert and would not have allowed his house to be broken
into. 44 For this reason you be ready too; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you
do not think He will. (Matthew 24:36-44)

The timeline of these future events is near the end of what is known as the tribulation period.  The
purpose of this seven year span is to restore the Jewish Nation and cause them to follow God
(Ezekiel 39:22b).  We saw an insight from Isaiah regarding this future restoration in the first reading
today.  The first event on the prophetic horizon is the return of the Lord for His Church described in
1 Thessalonians 4:17. “Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord.”  After the Church
is removed and after some unknown period of time the tribulation will commence.  Just before this
section of the text in Matthew we see the introduction of the tribulation period. “[F]or then there
will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor
ever shall” (Matthew 24:21). What Jesus is explaining in this section is how unbelievers who have
survived the seven years of tribulation will be judged and not allowed to enter in God’s eternal
kingdom in earth, the first thousand years of which is referred to as the millennial reign of Christ. 
Just as in the days of Noah, God warned the people to repent of their sin and turn to Him for rescue
from the coming judgment. In this case God warned the people during the entire seven year period
to repent of their sins and to turn to God for salvation (Revelation 16:11).  To be certain that
everyone heard the message of salvation God even sent an angel that preached from the sky! “And I
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saw another angel flying in midheaven, having an eternal gospel to preach to those who live on the
earth, and to every nation and tribe and tongue and people; and he said with a loud voice, “Fear
God, and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made
the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters.” (Revelation 14:6-7). Even though everyone
heard the warning, not everyone responded. One of the “two men in the field” (v.40) and one of the
two women at the mill (v.41) will be taken in judgment (as non-believers) and not allowed to enter
into Jesus’ kingdom reign on earth.  This judgment is known as the “Harvest of the earth” and is
described in Revelation 14:19 as “the great winepress of the wrath of God.”  The other woman and
man are those that came to believe during the tribulation period. They will be allowed to enter into
this eternity of peace with God because they responded to the message of salvation offered to
them.[1] 

What does the teaching in the Olivet Discourse mean to us today?  First, we must believe in the
finished work of Jesus Christ in order to escape God’s coming judgment.  Even though we have been
warned we must also be prepared by seeking God while it’s still possible.  Second, God calls us to
instruct others so that they also find salvation through the only means possible, faith in Jesus Christ. 
Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life, no man comes to the Father except through me”
(John 14:6).  If we accept God’s offer of eternal life through faith in Christ Jesus we can have comfort
that God will spare us from the tribulation period coming upon the earth (Luke 21:36, 1
Thessalonians 5:9).  In addition, we become people of eternity, living for another world and we find
that this world is not our home. This changes our daily life because it redefines our value system and
priorities. Finally, we must allow God to place us into situations that require us to trust more in
God.  Saint Paul said, “For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in Him,
but also to suffer for His sake” (Philippians 1:29).

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1.  In the second reading we asked you to jot down at least two specific actions to which God is
specially calling you take in your life.  Pray as follows then read this Scripture again (below). 

Dear God, You are Kings of Kings and Lord of Lords.  I praise you for preserving Your Word
in the Bible and making it available to me to read.  Please show me what you would have me
do regarding the reading from Romans today.  I pray this in Jesus’ Holy Name, Amen.

11 And this do, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for
now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed. 12 The night is almost gone, and the
day is at hand. Let us therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.
13 Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual
promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts. (Romans 13:11-14)

A. Write down the actions that you feel God is calling you to do.

B. Tell at least one other person one of the insights that you gained from your study and answer to
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your prayer for insight. 

2. In the first reading we saw a list of the things that God will do regarding the nation of Israel. 
Read the following Scripture and write down at least three things that God has promised in His word
that He will do for you.

4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even
when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you
have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly
places, in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing
riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, that
no one should boast. (Ephesians 2:4-9)

Readings for the Week  

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/120113.cfm   First Sunday of Advent

First Reading

Isaiah 2:1-5 NASB 1 The word which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 Now it
will come about that In the last days, The mountain of the house of the LORD Will be established as the chief
of the mountains, And will be raised above the hills; And all the nations will stream to it. 3 And many peoples
will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of the God of Jacob; That He
may teach us concerning His ways, And that we may walk in His paths.” For the law will go forth from Zion,
And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 And He will judge between the nations, And will render decisions
for many peoples; And they will hammer their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again will they learn war. 5 Come, house of Jacob, and
let us walk in the light of the LORD.

Second Reading

Romans 13:11-14 NASB 11 And this do, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from
sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed. 12 The night is almost gone, and the day is at
hand. Let us therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave properly
as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and
jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.

Gospel Reading (plus skipped verse 36)

Matthew 24:36-44 NASB 36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the
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Son, but the Father alone. 37 “For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. 38 “For as
in those days which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 39 and they did not understand until the flood came and
took them all away; so shall the coming of the Son of Man be. 40 “Then there shall be two men in the field; one
will be taken, and one will be left. 41 “Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken, and one will
be left. 42 “Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming. 43 “But be sure of
this, that if the head of the house had known at what time of the night the thief was coming, he would have
been on the alert and would not have allowed his house to be broken into. 44 “For this reason you be ready
too; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will.

Other Scriptures Used this Week:

2 Kings 22

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at:  http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

[1] Note:  There are many different eschatological views and every biblical scholar
approaches the text with a certain degree of pre-understanding.  We are no different and
have arrived at our eschatological view after many years of Bible study.  Our position falls
into what is known as the futurist, premillenial, and pretribulational view.  We believe that
there are correct and incorrect views on this subject but strive to hold our position loosely
enough that we are open to alternative interpretations and show grace to those who hold
these views that God may receive all the glory.
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