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Mass Study Notes for Sunday, 1-10-2016

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 1-10-2016. This week we will again look at Isaiah and
a prophecy concerning Jesus. Then we will move onto a study of Jesus’ baptism and discuss Jesus’
nature as both God and Man along with his radical obedience to the Father’s plan for His life.
Because of the concepts covered in the readings we are going to change the order of the analysis
such that we cover the first reading, Gospel reading, and finally the second reading in that order. 

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from Isaiah 42, the alternate is from chapter 40 and won’t be covered today. This
is the first of what is known as Isaiah’s “Servant Songs.”  This first song continues past the end of
today’s reading in verse 7 onward to verse 10. The Servant Songs prove in a powerful way that Jesus
of Nazareth is God’s Righteous Servant, the long awaited Messiah.  The overall preceding context is
the preparation of Judah’s return from captivity at Babylon, something we know happened during
the times of Nehemiah.  As you read, take careful note of the characteristic of the Servant.

First Reading:

Isaiah 42:1-7 NAS95 1 “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul
delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 “He will not cry
out or raise His voice, Nor make His voice heard in the street. 3 “A bruised reed He will not break
And a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish; He will faithfully bring forth justice. 4 “He will not
be disheartened or crushed Until He has established justice in the earth; And the coastlands will
wait expectantly for His law.” 5 Thus says God the LORD, Who created the heavens and stretched
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them out, Who spread out the earth and its offspring, Who gives breath to the people on it And spirit
to those who walk in it, 6 “I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I will also hold you by
the hand and watch over you, And I will appoint you as a covenant to the people, As a light to the
nations, 7 To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the dungeon And those who dwell in
darkness from the prison.

Isaiah said in verse six that God’s Servant would be a light to the nations, which means to the
Gentiles. Last week we discussed the revealing of this marvelous mystery, that the Messiah would
bring salvation not only to the Jews but also to the Gentiles. Here God reaffirms that message, and
stated that the Messiah would be appointed “as a covenant to the people, As a light to the nations
(Gentiles), To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the dungeon, And those who dwell in
darkness from the prison” (vv. 6e-7).  God compared the spiritual darkness of the Gentiles with blind
people (7a), and with those in prison living in darkness (v. 7b-ff).  Note that the only person in that
society that would have had the authority to free an entire people group from prison was the King.
Also, remember that in those days the prisons were gruesome dark places.  Isaiah said that the
future Servant, whom we know as Jesus, would act with kingly authority to free the prisoners from
darkness.  Saint Paul confirms this by saying, “For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and
transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son” (Col 1:13).

You may wonder what Isaiah meant in verse 3 when he said, “A bruised reed He will not break, And
a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish.”  A lack of social justice was one of the primary themes
of Isaiah, with widows and orphans especially oppressed (Isaiah 1:17).  The reed referred to the
weak people in the world, those wounded souls that truly need and seek the Messiah to save them. 
The “dimly burning wick” was symbolic of something which would have to be nurtured to keep
going, a tiny flame which required kindling in order to make enough of a fire for a person to use. The
Messiah won’t stamp out the flame, He will enliven it!  In fact, Jesus quoted the Septuagint (the
Greek translation of the Old Testament) version of this text to prove that His coming was the
fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy.  Jesus said, “A BATTERED REED HE WILL NOT BREAK OFF, AND A
SMOLDERING WICK HE WILL NOT PUT OUT, UNTIL HE LEADS JUSTICE TO VICTORY” (Matthew
12:20).

What does this Servant Song mean for us today? First we can be sure that Jesus fulfilled this
prophecy and came as the servant Messiah. The delight of the Father was on Him and the Spirit of
the Lord was in Him. This same Messiah, the Righteous One, is the One in whom we put our trust to
bring us salvation. He is worthy of our worship, our faith and our surrender. Second, as we
surrender, we can trust that He will not take advantage of our weakened condition. In fact, on the
contrary, He will nurture us and bring us to a place of fuller relationship with the Father. He will
enliven what little faith we have as we open our hearts up to Him to do His good work in us. Lastly,
the message of salvation is not just a theoretical freedom from the strangle-hold of sin, but an
experiential reality that Jesus wants us to grow up into. He has set us free from the tyranny of sin
and we no longer need to live in the dark prison that Satan had us in. Unfortunately, many of us do
not know of this freedom and continue to live in the dungeon of guilt, worry and fear. “If the Son

https://christiansforchrist.com/01-03-2016/
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sets you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:36).

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

As we move onto the second reading and the Gospel message, I would like to share some
background of the key figures in Church history to provide you with a better understanding of the
occasion of Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist.  One of my hobbies has been the study of Church
history and especially some of the main characters who played a role in shaping the doctrines held
by Christian believers in what would be future times for them.  In some cases, these characters
postulated theological theories that, with adequate biblical support, became accepted by the early
Church. Yet others proposed heretical ideas that during the process of being opposed by the Church
led to the unexpected result of calcifying the true beliefs of the Church.  In essence what happened
was that when theological incorrect ideas came along, the church was forced to examine their
presuppositions and beliefs more closely in order to state more clearly what they believed. For
example, Marcion of Sinope, who was the son of an early bishop and in the early Second Century,
proposed an early and incorrect canon of the Bible that ultimately led to the Church responding with
one which was accepted by the early Church leaders.  Another in this latter category was Nestorius
Archbishop of Constantinople who, although later denied the teaching for which he was accused,
proposed that the human Jesus and the divine Christ were two different persons. He was condemned
at the Council of Ephesus in 431. This brings us to a fellow named Eutyches whose teachings are
important for us in understanding the Gospel message for today.

Eutyches was a presbyter at Constantinople and opposed Nestorius at the Council of Ephesus.  He
founded the teaching known as Monophysitism which said that Jesus had only one nature, rather
than maintaining His divine nature and adding a human nature after his birth through Blessed Mary
(Luke 1:48).  Eutyches said that Jesus’ human and divine natures were combined into the single
nature of Christ “without any alteration, absorption or confusion: that of the incarnate Word.” While
some may maintain that this is theological hair splitting similar to asking “How many angels can fit
on the head of a pin” it is extremely important that we understand the nature of Jesus.  If Jesus
wasn’t fully man then how could he have fulfilled the Law.  He also wouldn’t have understood what it
was like to live in our fallen world. If Jesus wasn’t fully divine He couldn’t have atoned for the sin of
the entire world.  Jesus said, “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not
come to abolish them, but to fulfill” (Mt 5:17). And the author of Hebrews said, “For we do not have
a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all
things as we are, yet without sin” (Heb 4:15).  Somehow, Jesus was both fully man and fully God. The
response of the Church to Eutyches was to formulate doctrine along the lines that Jesus was a
unified whole being Who consisted fully of both human and divine nature without defining some
magical quotient of the degree of mixing of the two.  Jesus was 100% human and 100% divine!  To
say anything less would be a violation of the clear teaching of Scripture. 

Jesus emptied Himself of the independent use of His divine attributes during His earthly ministry. 
We see this in Paul’s Letter to the Philippians.
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6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be
grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of
men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross. (Philippians 2:6-8)

Let’s step back and summarize since we are juggling a lot of balls in the study today. We spoke
about Isaiah’s prophecy that Jesus would be God’s Righteous Servant, acting as light to Gentiles and
all people, and One whom would free the poor and oppressed people from spiritual darkness.  In our
overview of some important historical figures of Church history, we discussed the controversy over
the nature of Jesus brought about by Eutyches, which led the Church to formulate theology about
Jesus’ nature consisting of both human and divine as a unified whole Being without a formula to the
degree of mixing between the two natures. As we move to the Gospel reading we will see that since
Jesus was 100% human (and 100% divine, how can that be?), as God’s Righteous Servant He would
have to submit Himself to the full measure of the Law.  This meant living in submission to the plan of
salvation predicated by His Father, which included the program of John the Baptist as the
forerunner in the spirit of Elijah.  As we will see, Jesus submitted to John’s baptism of repentance to
demonstrate his full compliance with the divine plan of the Father. 

Gospel Reading:

Luke 3:15-22 NAS95 15 Now while the people were in a state of expectation and all were wondering
in their hearts about John, as to whether he was the Christ, 16 John answered and said to them all,
“As for me, I baptize you with water; but One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am not fit to
untie the thong of His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing
fork is in His hand to thoroughly clear His threshing floor, and to gather the wheat into His barn; but
He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18 So with many other exhortations he preached
the gospel to the people. 19 But when Herod the tetrarch was reprimanded by him because of
Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of all the wicked things which Herod had done, 20 Herod
also added this to them all: he locked John up in prison. 21 Now when all the people were baptized,
Jesus was also baptized, and while He was praying, heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit
descended upon Him in bodily form like a dove, and a voice came out of heaven, “You are My
beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.”

Jesus had to fulfill all righteousness, and part of this was to submit to John’s baptism of repentance.
The Jews of that era were used to repeated ceremonial washings. However, John’s baptism
represented a person’s one-time public confession of repentance, a willingness to turn from their sin
and to the plan of God for their lives.  Even though Jesus was sinless in His essence as God, He had
to live a perfect, sinless life as a man, and this meant submitting to the Father’s will through the
ministry of John the Baptist. Otherwise, when King Herod came to kill all of the infants, as we saw
last week, Jesus’ death would have atoned for the sin of the world and that would have been the end
of His ministry.  “But God” had other ideas, and Jesus submitted to the Father’s wishes.  “For we do
not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted
in all things as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15).  We can celebrate that Jesus was willing to
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submit to the Father’s plan.

As we make the sign of the cross, we can remember Jesus’ baptism and how it demonstrated the
reality of the Holy Trinity.  We saw during the baptism that the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus the
Son like a dove (v.16e), and the Father announced, ” This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-
pleased (v.17b). God said through Isaiah in the first reading, “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold;
My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him” (Isaiah 42:1).  God is
delighted in His Righteous Servant, and He delights in us as servants of the Lord Jesus. 

Introduction to the Second Reading:

This reading is from Acts 10, the alternate reading from Titus 2 won’t be covered. As we finish with
the second reading, take note of what we said earlier about Isaiah’s prophecy regarding freedom for
the Gentiles living in darkness, as well as how Jesus was obedient to God as a Servant, even
submitting to baptism by John the Baptist.

Second Reading:

Acts 10:34-38 NAS95 34 Opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that God
is not one to show partiality, 35 but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right is
welcome to Him. 36 “The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus
Christ (He is Lord of all) — 37 you yourselves know the thing which took place throughout all Judea,
starting from Galilee, after the baptism which John proclaimed. 38 “You know of Jesus of Nazareth,
how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.

Peter said that God’s offer of salvation through faith in Jesus was available to everyone, Jews and
Gentiles alike.  He said that God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit and with power (38b). Read
verse one from the first reading in Isaiah again. “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen
one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the
nations” (Isaiah 42:1). Do you see how precisely the prophecy was fulfilled through Jesus?  This is
the One in whom we trust.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1.  When Jesus went to John to be baptized he made a public statement about his willingness to
submit to the Father’s plan through whatever form it would take. Though the Scriptures didn’t seem
to foretell the event of Jesus’ baptism, there was plenty of prophecy regarding the obedient nature
that God’s Servant Messiah would take.  Reflect upon the following verses from Isaiah regarding our
Suffering Servant the Lord Jesus.

1 Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2 For He
grew up before Him like a tender shoot, And like a root out of parched ground; He has no stately
form or majesty That we should look upon Him, Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him.
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3 He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; And like one
from whom men hide their face, He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 4 Surely our griefs
He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of
God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our
iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. 6
All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has
caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him. 7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not
open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its
shearers, So He did not open His mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment He was taken away; And as
for His generation, who considered That He was cut off out of the land of the living, For the
transgression of my people to whom the stroke was due? 9 His grave was assigned with wicked men,
Yet He was with a rich man in His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was there any
deceit in His mouth. 10 But the LORD was pleased To crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would
render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, And the good
pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand. 11 As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see
it and be satisfied; By His knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, As He
will bear their iniquities. (Isaiah 53:1-11)

How does understanding the radical obedience of Jesus empower you to answer the calling that God
has placed upon your life?

2. In what ways have you made a public profession of your faith? As the New Year dawns, what are
some ways in which you could accomplish this during the upcoming year?

Readings for the Week  

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/011016.cfm    

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at:  http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/011016.cfm
http://www.biblegateway.com/
http://www.lockman.org/
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Mass Study Notes for Sunday, 10-18-2015

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 10-18-2015. This week Marla shares by opening with
Isaiah 53: 10-11, which is part of a chapter that depicts in graphic detail Jesus’ suffering and death
for our sin.  Then she turns to a passage in Hebrews 4:14-16 that shows how Jesus has faced the
same temptations we face and as a result, is not only sympathetic to us in our struggles but can give
us victory over them.  Finally she concludes with the Gospel of St. Mark 10: 35-45 where Jesus tells
us the key to greatness is being a servant of all. 

Introduction to the First Reading:

Isaiah 53 gives one of the clearest depictions in the Old Testament of Jesus as the suffering servant,
as it predicts in devastating detail His rejection, humiliation, and death for our sin.  Although the
prophet Isaiah doesn’t reveal the name of this suffering servant, later generations understood that
only Jesus in His death fully corresponded to the one depicted here.  This was confirmed by many
New Testament writers as they quoted from Isaiah 53 in speaking of Christ.  (1 Peter 2: 21-24 is a
prime example.)

What Jesus suffered for our sin in order to redeem us is sobering. The 10 verses that precede the
First Reading reveal the awful truth. He was despised and forsaken. Furthermore, He was smitten
(struck), afflicted, pierced, crushed, chastened, scourged, and oppressed (Isaiah 53:3-7). Yet, “He
had done no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth” (v.9). His death was truly the just dying for
the unjust that He might bring us to God (1 Peter 3:18).

Jesus did not open His mouth in protest because He knew He was fulfilling the Father’s will.

https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/weekly-study-notes-for-the-sunday-mass/10-18-2015/
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Referring to His life Jesus said, “No one has taken it away from me, but I lay it down on my own
initiative (Gospel of St. John 10:18).  

The next verses, which comprise the First Reading, may seem puzzling at first, for they teach us that
the suffering Jesus endured was according to God’s good pleasure. The word pleasure here does not
mean happiness but that all would take place according to the LORD’s will. As you read the First
Reading note the Father’s purpose for the Son’s suffering.

First Reading:

Isaiah 53:10-11 NAS95 10 But the LORD was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He
would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, And the
good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand. 11 As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will
see it and be satisfied; By His knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, As
He will bear their iniquities.

 

Our iniquity (sin) separates us from God, but the LORD caused the iniquity of us all to fall on His Son
(Is. 53:6). Jesus took our guilt and punishment, and by His suffering we are justified, that is, made
right before God and restored to a right relationship with Him.

As we consider Christ’s suffering and sacrifice on our behalf, let us seek to live out that sacrificial
love for the benefit of others. One of the most important ways we can love others is to introduce
them to Jesus and tell them of the One who suffered on their behalf.

The Second Reading speaks about another kind of suffering—the struggle against temptation. Jesus
faced it and was victorious. When we face temptation, we don’t face it alone. We have someone who
understands and helps.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The Second Reading takes us to a group of verses set in a larger context that speaks of Jesus as our
high priest. In the Old Testament sacrificial system, when someone sinned, he would bring an animal
to the priest and the priest would sacrifice it (shed its blood) on the altar in the tabernacle/temple.
Behind a heavy curtain was the Holy of Holies (or Holy Place) where God would appear in a pillar of
cloud or fire. No one could go in there except the high priest, and he could go in only once a year on
the Day of Atonement. On that day the high priest would make a sacrifice for himself (for he is a
sinner, too) and for the sins of all the people and carry the blood inside the curtain and present it to
God. The sacrifice had to be repeated year after year.

Hebrews Ch. 7 and 9 tell us that Jesus is a high priest, but one far superior to the human ones we read
about in the Old Testament. And here’s why:
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Jesus himself was both the high priest and the sacrifice for sin. His sacrifice was perfect and total,
and God accepted it as final. There was no need for any further sacrifice. No more work needed to
be done to procure our salvation. Jesus had done it all. He rested from His work, and now as we hear
the Gospel and believe, we enter into that place of rest. We cannot work for our salvation. We can
only by faith enter into the salvation and rest Jesus has provided (See Hebrews 4:1-11).

Our First Reading along with all of Isaiah 53 depict the pain of rejection and suffering Jesus endured
for our salvation. We don’t have a high priest far removed from our pain and struggles but One who
has experienced in a body like ours the sufferings of this world. Consequently He can sympathize with
each of us in our weakness and suffering. This is true also of the temptations we face each day. He
has faced them, too. Notice the comfort and encouragement found in our Second Reading.

Second Reading:

Hebrews 4:14-16 NAS95 14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high
priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as
we are, yet without sin. 16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that
we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

 

Because Jesus has faced the same temptations we face, we can come to Him and find mercy and
grace in our time of need. He displays mercy as He sympathizes with our struggles, and He gives
grace to overcome them. Because He was victorious, we can be also.

In the following Gospel Reading, the subject again turns to suffering as Jesus takes his 12 disciples
aside and reveals disturbing details about his upcoming suffering and death.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

 

This week we return to the Gospel of Mark. While on a journey to Jerusalem, Jesus takes his 12
disciples aside and tells them of the suffering He will soon be facing. He will be delivered to the
Jewish leaders who will condemn Him to death. Then He will be handed over to the Romans who will
mock Him, spit on Him, scourge Him, and kill Him. 

Knowing the culmination of Jesus’ life was at hand and apparently believing He would soon set up
His kingdom, James and John make a bold request. They ask to sit with Him in glory in places of
honor at His right hand and His left. Jesus knew the path to glory was through the suffering of the
cross, and that all who follow Him would likely suffer, too. Rejection, persecution, and even
martyrdom awaited them. Did they know what they were asking for? Could they drink the cup of
sorrow He would drink?
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Jesus then reminds them that whoever wishes to be great among them doesn’t do it by seeking a
place of honor or authority. Earthly rulers seek honor, authority, and power and lord it over their
subjects. But this is not the way of God. Notice in the Gospel Reading how someone can be great in
God’s kingdom.

Gospel Reading:

Mark 10:35-45 NAS95 35 James and John, the two sons of Zebedee, came up to Jesus, saying,
“Teacher, we want You to do for us whatever we ask of You.” 36 And He said to them, “What do you
want Me to do for you?” 37 They said to Him, “Grant that we may sit, one on Your right and one on
Your left, in Your glory.” 38 But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you
able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 39
They said to Him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you shall drink; and
you shall be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized. 40 But to sit on My right or on My
left, this is not Mine to give; but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 41 Hearing this, the
ten began to feel indignant with James and John. 42 Calling them to Himself, Jesus said to them,
“You know that those who are recognized as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them; and their great
men exercise authority over them. 43 But it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to
become great among you shall be your servant; 44 and whoever wishes to be first among you shall
be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His
life a ransom for many.”

 

True godly leadership requires serving. In St. John’s Gospel, the apostle John recounts how Jesus
demonstrated servanthood by humbly washing the disciples’ feet—a job reserved for the household
servants. Jesus told His disciples, “If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also
ought to wash one another’s feet. For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to you”
(St. John 13:14-15).  

Serving sometimes requires not just humility but sacrifice and suffering. Jesus demonstrated His
willingness to suffer by dying for our sins on the cross, the ultimate act of service. Are we willing to
follow Jesus’ example and serve one another, even if it results in suffering?  Whoever wishes to be
great among us must humbly serve. For even Jesus himself came not to be served but to serve and
give his life a ransom for many (v. 45).

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1.  Read all of Isaiah 53 and contemplate all Jesus suffered on your behalf.  How does this motivate
you to serve Him more?

2. Jesus lived a life of sacrifice and service.  Who is God calling you to serve today?  Write down ways
you can do that.  Be specific and be thankful for the opportunity to follow in Jesus’ steps.
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Readings for the Week  

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/101815.cfm  

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at:  http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 1-19-2014

 

This week we will open with another of Isaiah’s “Servant Songs.” Last week we looked at the first of
these prophetic messages contained in the first reading from Isaiah 42, and the fourth of the Servant
Songs in the study question from Isaiah 53.  We will look at the introduction to Saint Paul’s First
Letter to the Corinthians them move onto the Gospel lesson in which we will see the event when
John the Baptist announced the promised Messiah.

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/101815.cfm
http://www.biblegateway.com/
http://www.lockman.org/
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/weekly-study-notes-for-the-sunday-mass/1-19-2014/
https://christiansforchrist.com/1-12-2014/
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The first reading is from Isaiah 49, the second of the Servant Songs in which God the Father
addressed the Nation of Israel as a personification of His Servant, and secondly He spoke to His Son
the Messiah.  As you read, take note of the purposes of the servants, the servant Israel and the
Messiah Servant that whom we know as Jesus.

3 And He said to Me, “You are My Servant, Israel, In Whom I will show My glory.” 4 But I
said, “I have toiled in vain, I have spent My strength for nothing and vanity; Yet surely the
justice due to Me is with the LORD, And My reward with My God.” 5 And now says the LORD,
who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, To bring Jacob back to Him, in order that
Israel might be gathered to Him (For I am honored in the sight of the LORD, And My God is
My strength), 6 He says, “It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise up
the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of
the nations So that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” (Isaiah 49:3-6)

The first purpose of the servants was to restore the Jews to God.  The LORD said to His Servant Son
that He “formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, To bring Jacob back to Him, in order that
Israel might be gathered to Him” (v.5b-ff).  Though Israel was the God’s servant (v.3, “My Servant
Israel,” this Servant Son was born with the express purpose of restoring the people of God to true
communion with Him.  Jesus said in the Gospel of Saint Matthew, “How often I wanted to gather
your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling”
(Matthew 23:37).  

The second purpose of the servants was to be a light to the Gentiles so that “My salvation may reach
to the end of the earth” (v.6d).  The mechanism through which the restoration came wasn’t through
Israel, but through Jesus.  As we will see later in the second reading, the Church temporarily
usurped the role of Israel as a light to the nations, a condition which will be restored during the
Great Tribulation. Jesus said to His disciples, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20b). We see that the Church is yet the third servant of
God.  In spite of the temporary unbelief of some of the Jews, Israel’s disobedience was used by God
to bring light to the Gentiles through the ministry of this third servant, the Church of Jesus Christ. 
Saint Paul said that, “a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has
come in“ Romans 11:25c). The Church hasn’t replaced Israel, because once God has completed his
divine plan through the refining fire of the tribulation period all of Israel will be obedient to Him.
Paul said, “[A]nd so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “THE DELIVERER WILL COME
FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB” (Romans 11:26).

The discussion of the Church as the servant of God brings us to the second reading from Paul’s First
Letter to the Corinthians.  Paul, a servant of God for the Gentiles (Romans 15:16) brought his
message to this ungodly and carnal city of Corinth. The reading is from the opening section of Paul’s
first message to them.  In this very important message his overall purposes were to deal with some
divisions in the church, address some serious moral issues, defend his apostolic authority, and to
specifically answer several questions from a letter they sent to him (1 Corinthians 7:1). As you read
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try to keep in mind the purposes of the servant Paul in the same manner we did in the first reading
from the Servant Song in Isaiah.

1 Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, 2 to
the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus,
saints by calling, with all who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
their Lord and ours: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
(1 Corinthians 1:1-3)

Here is some background about Sosthenes mentioned in verse 1.  This man, whose name means
“safe in strength” and pronounced “sose then ace” was likely the amanuensis who wrote the Book
for Paul, meaning the one to whom Paul dictated it through the inspiration of Holy Spirit.  It’s likely
that this scholar was a man of high standing in the church, and also the converted synagogue ruler
who is mentioned in Acts 18:17. If this is the same man then he is the one who likely replaced the
former ruler Crispus (Acts 18:8) who also became a believer in the Lord Jesus.   Though Sosthenes
probably wrote down the Letter, Paul added a greeting “in his own hand” at the end (! Corinthians
16:21).

Just as we did when we studied the Servant Song of Isaiah in the first reading, we will cover the
purposes of the servant Paul in the opening of First Corinthians. The first purpose of the servant
Paul was to speak to the church with the authority of God. He said he was “an apostle of Jesus Christ
by the will of God” (v. 1a). Later in Chapter 3 he said, “What then is Apollos? And what is Paul?
Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave [opportunity] to each one” (3:5). It’s
significant that Paul opened the letter with a statement of authority which stated that his role was
ordained by God (v.1a).  He made the same statement in the openings of Second Corinthians (2
Corinthians 2:1), Ephesians (Ephesians 1:1), and Colossians (Colossians 1:1).  This stamp of
authority was very important in order for Paul to be able to speak with God’s power to the
Corinthians who were struggling with a variety of difficult issues in their church.  In fact there was
open immorality in the church with a man who was having a sexual relationship with his stepmother
(5:1). 

The second purpose of the servant Paul was to affirm the holiness (or sainthood) of all true believers
(v.2c). Paul affirmed this in the Letter to the Romans when he said, “to all who are beloved of God in
Rome, called as saints” (Romans 1:7).  The idea behind the usage of this particular word translated
as “saint” from the original is holiness, meaning to be set apart. This means that one should be
morally pure or blameless, unique from the ordinary culture that does not view human beings as
much different than animals. Some Bible versions have used the word “holy” instead of “saint.”
Either way, the people of God are both called to be holy and are affirmed as being holy in Paul’s
opening statement.  This “already, not yet” call to holy living is echoed throughout the Epistles. 
Through belief in Jesus the righteousness of God has been imparted to a believer (Romans 3:21-22). 
However, God calls believers to live righteously on an ongoing basis. Paul said in Romans, “I urge
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice,
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship (Romans 12:1, emphasis added). So
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we may remark that someone is a “saint” when they display unusual patience or kindness, but truly
each child of God is a saint. Let’s live up to this glorious calling in our moment by moment choices,
attitudes and lives.

The third purpose of God’s servant Paul was to affirm and call for the unity of the church.  Paul said,
“with all who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours”
(2d, emphasis added). Unity in the church was one of Paul’s most important purposes as later in
Chapter 1 he launched into this critical topic for the Corinthians. He said, “Now I exhort you,
brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, and there be no divisions among
you, but you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment” (1 Corinthians 1:10).
He continued, saying, “For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s [people],
that there are quarrels among you” (v.11).  Later in the Letter Paul explained the importance of
unity in the Church. He said, “For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the
members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ” (12:12). Then, he
extended this analogy to a theoretical conversation between parts of the human body. “If the foot
should say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body,’ it is not for this reason any the
less a part of the body” (12:15). Since the human body has to be united in order to function, the
Church of God must also be unified in their purpose.

As we move onto the Gospel lesson, keep in mind how Paul spoke with the mind of God when he
announced his purposes in the opening of the Letter to the Corinthians.  In the opening verse of the
lesson today from Saint John Chapter 1, John the Baptist, whom Jesus called the greatest man that
ever lived (Matthew 11:11), announced the beginning of the ministry and purpose of Jesus Christ. He
also affirmed his authority as one who was appointed as the forerunner and witness of Jesus’
baptism by both water and the Holy Spirit.

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world! 30 This is He on behalf of whom I said, ‘After me comes a Man who
has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.’ 31 And I did not recognize Him, but in
order that He might be manifested to Israel, I came baptizing in water.” 32 And John bore
witness saying, “I have beheld the Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven, and He
remained upon Him. 33 And I did not recognize Him, but He who sent me to baptize in water
said to me, ‘He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the
one who baptizes in the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen, and have borne witness that this is
the Son of God.” (John 1:29-34)

John the Baptist affirmed Jesus’ mission to the world when he said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world” (v.29b). The use of the word picture “Lamb of God” would have
alerted those familiar with the sacrificial system the nature of Jesus’ mission. By His death on the
cross, He made the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the world. But we must accept this sacrifice on
our behalf for it to save us. Have you recognized Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away your sin?

John announced that although he was baptizing with water (as a sign of the people’s repentance



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass  Published by Christians for Christ Ministries.  We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures.  “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

   Page # 15 of 16  Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/servant-songs/

from sin), Jesus would baptize in a different way, with the Holy Spirit of God (v. 33d). This baptism of
the Holy Spirit is the gift that Jesus left the Church.  Jesus said, “And I will ask the Father, and He
will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; [that is] the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him, [but] you know Him because He
abides with you, and will be in you (John 14:16-17).

A second purpose of John was that he affirmed his personal humility and faith in God’s
announcement concerning the Messiah.  He said, “And I did not recognize Him” (v.33a).  Does this
means that the even the greatest man that ever lived didn’t immediately recognize the Messiah?  He
certainly knew Jesus as a person, but not as the Messiah, until it was revealed to him explicitly by
God through the fulfillment of the prophecy concerning the way in which the Holy Spirit would come
upon the Promised One.  Imagine the life of John the Baptist. From the day he was born, he was told
by his parents and then through divine messages from God in the form of the Old Testament
Scriptures that he was to be the one that announced the long awaited Messiah.  Then when Jesus
actually arrived on the scene to begin his public ministry he stated that he didn’t recognize Him as
the Messiah until God granted him a divine revelation that this was indeed the One whom he was
expecting. 

How about us, are willing to humbly admit our inability to see Jesus? Do we trust in God’s word
concerning Him, as John the Baptist did?  It’s like the little boy Johnny who always wanted to be a
fireman, in a region that hadn’t had a fire in hundreds of years. His parents told him he would be a
firefighter. His friends told him he would be a firefighter. When he graduated high school, he
enrolled in training to be a firefighter.  One day the alarm bell rang in the training center and he
knew that he was going to see a real fire.  When he got there, he said, “Boy, I have never actually
seen a fire before, that doesn’t look like a fire.”  At that the fire chief said, “Johnny, that’s a fire,”
which quickly settled the matter. Johnny may have looked a bit silly in front of his classmates, but he
truly spoke what was on his mind.  John the Baptist, whose whole short life was dedicated to the
express purpose of the forerunner of the Messiah, the one to announce His ministry; was in a similar
spot.  When he saw Jesus he didn’t recognize Him right away as the Messiah. But, when God spoke
the matter was confirmed once and forever.

Let’s be humble like John the Baptist and admit we need eyes to see the reality of the Messiah as we
read Scripture and we live our lives. Since God wants to reveal the Messiah, He will help us to see
with fresh awareness the glory of Jesus as the Messiah and what a difference He can make in our
lives even today.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. What about us, what has God raised us up to be watching for? What are the purposes that God
has placed upon our hearts as servants of the Lord?

2. If all true Christians are “saints” how does that change your view of your life’s purpose and
meaning? How can you live into the identity of being set apart for special use?



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass  Published by Christians for Christ Ministries.  We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures.  “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

   Page # 16 of 16  Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/servant-songs/

Readings for the Week  

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/011914.cfm    

First Reading IS 49:3, 5-6 (plus skipped verses)

Isaiah 49:3-6 NASB 3 And He said to Me, “You are My Servant, Israel, In Whom I will show My glory.” 4 But I
said, “I have toiled in vain, I have spent My strength for nothing and vanity; Yet surely the justice due to Me is
with the LORD, And My reward with My God.” 5 And now says the LORD, who formed Me from the womb to
be His Servant, To bring Jacob back to Him, in order that Israel might be gathered to Him (For I am honored
in the sight of the LORD, And My God is My strength), 6 He says, “It is too small a thing that You should be My
Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light
of the nations So that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

Second Reading 1 COR 1:1-3

1 Corinthians 1:1-3 NASB 1 Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our
brother, 2 to the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by
calling, with all who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours: 3 Grace to
you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel Reading JN 1:29-34

John 1:29-34 NASB 29 The next day he *saw Jesus coming to him, and *said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world! 30 “This is He on behalf of whom I said, ‘After me comes a Man who has a
higher rank than I, for He existed before me.’ 31 “And I did not recognize Him, but in order that He might be
manifested to Israel, I came baptizing in water.” 32 And John bore witness saying, “I have beheld the Spirit
descending as a dove out of heaven, and He remained upon Him. 33 “And I did not recognize Him, but He who
sent me to baptize in water said to me, ‘He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining upon
Him, this is the one who baptizes in the Holy Spirit.’ 34 “And I have seen, and have borne witness that this is
the Son of God.”

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at:  http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB
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