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Sunday Mass Study Notes for Lectionary 668:
11/02/2025

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 11-2-2014. This week we open with the second reading
from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Romans where we learn about the hope given to us through Jesus
Christ. Then we conclude with the Gospel lesson from Saint John in which we learn how those that
hold saving faith in the Lord Jesus can never be separated from His love.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from the Apocryphal Book of Wisdom.

First Reading:
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Wisdom 3:1-9

The souls of the just are in the hand of God,

and no torment shall touch them.

They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead;
and their passing away was thought an affliction
and their going forth from us, utter destruction.
But they are in peace.

For if before men, indeed, they be punished,

yet is their hope full of immortality;

chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed,
because God tried them

and found them worthy of himself.

As gold in the furnace, he proved them,

and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself.
In the time of their visitation they shall shine,
and shall dart about as sparks through stubble;
they shall judge nations and rule over peoples,
and the Lord shall be their King forever.

Those who trust in him shall understand truth,
and the faithful shall abide with him in love:
because grace and mercy are with his holy ones,
and his care is with his elect.

In this reading, we see how, even though God allows trials in the lives of believers, He will deliver
them in the end. Unlike “sparks through the stubble,” which ultimately burn up and turn into
nothing but dust, the “faithful shall abide with him in love.” We will see something almost exactly
like this in today’s Gospel reading.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The second reading is from the fifth chapter of Saint Paul’s Letter to the Romans. The big idea of
this chapter is that although death came through Adam’s sin, life and hope came through Jesus
Christ. Chapter 5 opens with the adverb “therefore,” a word that means a logical consequence.
When we see this word, we must ask, “What is it there for”? In this case, the word provides a link to
the previous chapter. Paul explained in detail in chapter 4 how Abraham was justified by his faith
and not by his works. Paul cautioned the Romans that anyone who thought they would be justified
before God because of their works was incorrect. Works flow out of a believer who has been justified
by faith. Paul said, “Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what is
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due. But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is
credited as righteousness” (Romans 4:4-5). Though Abraham’s works were mighty, they were not the
reason he was justified before God (Romans 4:2). Justification is a theological concept that God
forgave his sin as if he had never sinned. Paul quoted from the Old Testament Book of Genesis. He
said, “ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS”
(Romans 4:3). God imputed His righteousness to Abraham because of his faith in God’s promises
(Romans 4:22). This promise extends to all who trust in the Lord Jesus. Paul continued, “Now not for
his sake only was it written that it was credited to him, but for our sake also, to whom it will be
credited, as those who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead”( Romans 4:23-24).
Paul reemphasized this in his letter to the Ephesians, saying, “8 For by grace you have been saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no
one may boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them” (Ephesians 2:8-10).

The verses before today’s reading provide more important contextual information. Can you imagine
going to Mass and hearing the readings without ever understanding the context again? This section,
beginning with the “therefore” we just discussed, introduces the concept of hope that will be
important during the reading we look at later. Merriam-Webster defines hope as “to cherish a desire
with anticipation, as in ‘hopes for a promotion.”” Read the introductory verses of chapter 5 and
discover how hope comes about in the life of a believer.

1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, 2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in
which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only this, but we also exult
in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; 4 and perseverance,
proven character; and proven character, hope; (Romans 5:1-4)

We know that as Christians we are justified before God, meaning that we stand before Him with our
sins forgiven “just as if we have never sinned” (v. 1). God has put our sins as far as east is from west
and remembers them no more (Psalm 103:12). We stand in our belief through God’s grace (v. 2a)
and “exalt in hope of the glory of God” (v. 2b). We don't relish any other hope, but that of both
seeing in the future and experiencing in the present the active work of the glory of God in our lives.
This is how we can persevere through tribulation (v. 3), which then brings about “proven character”
(v. 4a), which finally leads to hope (v. 4b). In summary, we first exalt in hope of the glory of God, God
allows tribulation to give us perseverance that leads to proven character and finally hope for our
own souls.
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Therefore, with all of these things in mind, such as how a believer is counted worthy before the
eyes of God on judgment day, let us proceed to the reading.

Second Reading:

5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 6 For while we were still helpless, at the right
time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps
for the good man someone would dare even to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love
toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having
now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. 10 For
if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much
more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 11 And not only this, but we also
exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the
reconciliation. (Romans 5:5-11)

Hope comes from God working through our trials to produce godly character. When we finally
receive hope from God through our perseverance and subsequent godly character, this hope “does
not disappoint” (v. 5a) “because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the
Holy Spirit who was given to us” (v. 5b-ff). If this weren’t enough, the mystery of all of this is that
“while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly” (v. 6). However, “one will
hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die.
But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us”
(vv. 7-8). Contemplate this moment: Christ, who knew that we would sin in the future, died for us on
the cross 2,000 years ago, knowing us and willingly bearing the penalty of our sins for us. Paul
continues, saying that not only have we been forgiven by Jesus’ past, once for all work on the cross,
but we are also being saved from the future wrath of God through Christ’s actions (v. 10). We were
reconciled with God (v. 10), or made right with Him, through the blood of Jesus Christ. Finally, we
can “also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the
reconciliation” (v. 11). God’s active acts of sanctification in our lives in an already, not yet sense are
the heart of the Christian life. Imagine the mystery of it all once again. “For while we were still
helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will hardly die for a righteous man;
perhaps for the good man, someone would dare even die. But God demonstrates His own love
toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (vv. 6-8). How can we not just praise
God for what He has done!
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Hope is something possessed by true believers in Jesus Christ. In contrast, have you ever known
anyone who lived year after year in a hopeless state after losing his or her longtime spouse? If such
a person doesn’t have a living faith in the Lord Jesus, they can be the picture of hopelessness. I know
such a person, and without knowing it, their spouse was the one who gave them hope for living.
Once they passed away, the source of hope was gone, and the person who remained living lapsed
into an extended state of hopelessness. Each time I read about and contemplate the hope that I have
in the Lord Jesus, I think of this man whose wife left him behind without hope. Others can give us joy
and temporal hope, but the Scripture is clear that the only source of eternal hope is in God. How
many of us unknowingly place our hope in the hands of another person rather than in the Lord God
Almighty? Would you please say a quick prayer for this man, that God would open his heart to
receiving the truth of the Good News of the Gospel?

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

As we move on to the Gospel lesson from Saint John, we will see the promise and assurance from
God to Jesus that anyone who believes in Him will not suffer the wrath of God, as we saw in the first
reading. The context is after Jesus’ feeding of the five thousand along the shores of the Sea of
Galilee (John 6:1-14). Afterwards, the people were about to take Jesus by force and make Him their
King (John 6:15). Jesus fled from them and separated Himself from His disciples. Later that night,
the disciples found Jesus walking on the water (John 6:19). The crowd clamored after Jesus, wanting
more of the material blessing (in this case, bread) but not necessarily wanting the commitment to
follow Him for their spiritual needs.

Gospel Reading:

37 “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly
not cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him
who sent Me. 39 This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose
nothing, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who
beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the
last day.” (John 6:37-40)

Jesus explains here what true faith is: believing in Jesus. The bottom line is that those who hold
saving faith in the Lord Jesus can never be separated from His love. In His foreknowledge, God
knows who will come to Him in faith. Those that do come to Him will never be separated from God
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and they will be raised up with an eternal body on the “last day” (v. 40). The faith of a believer is
given to them as a gift (Ephesians 2:8-9).0n the other hand, those who do not believe will not be
raised up on the last day and will instead suffer the eternal wrath of God. It is a mystery of God but a
condition of the fallen world that some people come to believe in Jesus and be rescued from God’s
promised wrath, while others persist in their unbelief and suffer damnation in hell. It may not be
politically correct to say this, but it is God’s truth. God calls us to minister to those who don’t
believe, and to bring the knowledge of salvation through Jesus Christ, without which no one comes
to the Father (John 14:6).

These verses can challenge us to consider whether we are like the crowd. First, do we only want

Jesus for material benefit, or are we true believers trusting that Jesus will raise us up on the last

day? If the answer is the latter, then these verses provide much comfort, knowing that we cannot
lose our salvation. If the answer is the former, take some time to confess to God the Father your

desire to be a true believer in Jesus Christ.

Saint Paul also discussed how believers could never be separated from the love of God.

35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 Just as it is written, “FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE
BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE
SLAUGHTERED.” 37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who
loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other
created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord. (Romans 8:35-39)

We can persevere through our tribulations and hope from God while never being separated from the
love that is in Jesus Christ (v. 35). As you go through this week, remember to pray for and even to
reach out to those who don’t have the hope that you hold onto through your faith in Jesus Christ.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. How is God’s hope (as discussed in Romans 5) different from the hope the world provides? How
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have you experienced God’s hope in your own life?

2. Many who do not understand Christianity claim it is an “exclusive” religion. How do the words in
the Gospel reading confirm and counteract this notion? How can you be an ambassador for Christ,
dispelling the myth that Christians are judgmental, exclusive, and unloving?

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 9-6-2015

Christians t

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 9-6-2015. This week, in the first reading, we examine
the Prophet Isaiah’s message regarding the future healing coming from God upon the whole sin-
broken world. This message especially resonated to the Jews who were under attack from the King
of Assyria during this time. Then we continue the study from the Book of James in the second
reading. We close with the continuing study from the Gospel of Mark in which Jesus heals a deaf and
mute man.
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Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from the Prophet Isaiah. The historical context is during the time when King
Hezekiah had made an alliance with Egypt (Isaiah 30:1-2) thereby provoking Sennacherib the King
of Assyria. Hezekiah’s revolt against Assyria ultimately led to his humiliation in which he was forced
to cede reparations as recorded in Second Kings. The people were very afraid of the Assyrian King
because he had already conquered and taken captive the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Hezekiah’s
unwise decision to trust in an alliance with Egypt angered God. However at some point he came to
his senses and confessed his wrongdoing, then tried to buy peace with Sennacherib. “King Hezekiah
of Judah sent to the king of Assyria at Lachish, saying, ‘I have done wrong; withdraw from me;
whatever you impose on me I will bear.” The king of Assyria demanded of King Hezekiah of Judah
three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of gold. Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was
found in the house of the LORD and in the treasuries of the king’s house. At that time Hezekiah
stripped the gold from the doors of the temple of the LORD, and from the doorposts that King
Hezekiah of Judah had overlaid and gave it to the king of Assyria “2 Kings 18:14-16).

Equally import to the historical context is the location of the reading in the whole of Isaiah and the
overall theological context. Today’s reading from Chapter 35 precedes a section in Isaiah regarding
the future judgment of the Edomites. This is a people that can be taken both literally (as a region)
and figuratively, as anyone (or nation) who opposes God. Edom is the nation that descended from
Isaac’s firstborn son, Esau. Esau was Jacob’s brother and the one who claimed the promises of God
and the blessing from Israel. Although Esau didn’t war with the Hebrew people during the time of
Jacob, his descendants became sworn enemies of the Jews. God says about the Edomites in Chapter
34, “For My sword is satiated in heaven, Behold it shall descend for judgment upon Edom And upon
the people whom I have devoted to destruction” (Isaiah 34:5). Although we don’t know exactly how
God’s judgment of Edom will play out, we are told many details about the judgment of the earth
which must take place before Jesus returns to rule the earth. Scripture seems to indicate that the
timing of the judgment is in the distant future, during what is known as the Day of the Lord (DOL).
This period of God’s judgment of the seals, trumpets, and bowls as described in Revelation will be
accompanied with signs in the heavens. Isaiah said “the sky will be rolled up like a scroll” (Isaiah
34:4Db) just as it says in Revelation 6:14. Today’s reading is a message regarding the future
restoration after the terrible period of time after the DOL. As in many of the prophetic passages in
the Bible, and especially in Isaiah, we can locate both near term fulfillments as well as unfulfilled
events that will happen sometime in the future. In some cases we can clearly see partial fulfillments
of certain passages through the first coming of Jesus, but yet it is clear that the complete fulfillment
won’t occur until the second coming of the Lord. This is the case with today’s reading.

First Reading:

Isaiah 35:4-7 NAS95 4 Say to those with anxious heart, “Take courage, fear not. Behold, your God
will come with vengeance; The recompense of God will come, But He will save you.” 5 Then the eyes
of the blind will be opened And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped. 6 Then the lame will leap like
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a deer, And the tongue of the mute will shout for joy. For waters will break forth in the wilderness
And streams in the Arabah. 7 The scorched land will become a pool And the thirsty ground springs of
water; In the haunt of jackals, its resting place, Grass becomes reeds and rushes.

The heart of the message was that God would first destroy His enemies and then restore the land.
Although the message contained a message of physical healing, the prophet was also speaking
metaphorically about the spiritual healing that would occur in the future when all of Israel would be
saved (Romans 11:26). In terms of the historical context Isaiah spoke to the people of Judah that
were being threatened with attack from the Assyrian Empire who had already devastated their
brothers in the Northern Kingdom. The Prophet provided a message of hope to the people, that
ultimately God would prevail over his enemies by “com[ing] with vengeance, with terrible
recompense” (v. 4d). This will lead to the salvation of the people, “He will come and save you” (v. 4f).
During that time the land shall be restored from war, all the evils of the world will be reversed
including blindness, deafness, lameness, and the inability to speak (v. 5). The desert shall be
watered (v. 6¢) and the hot sand shall be blessed with cool water (v. 7). The land, including the
region of Edom that was destroyed by God (Isaiah 34:5) and had been turned into the haunt of
jackals will be restored. The Prophet’s message would have provided comfort to the people as they
faced the onslaught of King Sennacherib while their own king tried to buy the country’s freedom
against this vast imposing army. While the people lived with the imminent threat of the Assyrians,
Isaiah’s message would have been a rallying cry for exclaiming the power of the one true God over
their enemies.

When we look at the ways in which Isaiah’s prophecy was fulfilled after his time we see that Jesus
quoted from this very text. The way in which this happened was while John the Baptist was in prison.
He evidently began to have some doubts as to whether Jesus truly was the Messiah. Perhaps he
questioned why Jesus would allow him to be imprisoned. John the Baptist sent word to Jesus from
prison saying, “Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?”(Matthew 11:3). Jesus
answered by quoting from Isaiah. “Go and report to John what you hear and see: the BLIND
RECEIVE SIGHT and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised
up, and the POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM” (Matthew 11:4-5). Jesus said that His
healing ministry was in fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy. Later in the Gospel reading we will see
another instance of how Jesus fulfilled this prophecy from Isaiah. Like many prophecies in the Old
Testament this one was only partially fulfilled during Jesus earthly lifetime. The final fulfilment will
happen when the Lord returns to establish his kingdom on earth.

The message of Isaiah for our current day includes a couple of possible application points. One, we
can believe in Jesus as the Messiah and be saved from the destructive nature of sin in our own lives.
No matter what we have done or what has been done to us that is sinful, Jesus the Messiah, can heal
and restore the brokenness of sin. Two, when we have this type of relationship with Jesus, we can
also see God the Father’s heart, now, through a different lens. Instead of fearing God’s wrath and
punishment for sin, we can draw close to God’s heart that is tender and fiercely loyal to His sons and
daughters who are in distress. Romans 8:1 tells us that there is no longer any condemnation
associated with those who are in Christ Jesus. So we can boldly approach the throne of grace with
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confidence (Hebrews 4:16). The fact that God is eager to save and embrace us should encourage and
embolden us to live in light of His abiding presence in our lives.

You may wonder how things turned out for Judah. If you read further ahead in Isaiah you can see
how God worked mightily but only after Hezekiah came to his senses. Instead of leaning upon
foreign alliances and gold to buy his way out, King Hezekiah eventually turned to God for
deliverance, “he tore his clothes, covered himself with sackcloth and entered the house of the
LORD” (Isaiah 37:1). God answered his heartfelt plea by devastating the Assyrian army: “Then the
angel of the LORD went out and struck 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians; and when men arose
early in the morning, behold, all of these were dead” (Isaiah 37:36).

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The second reading is a continuation of the study begun in James last week. The Book of James is a
Book called the “Proverbs of the New Testament” and is filled with practical wisdom for being a
Christian. This reading follows James’ teaching on the basic practices of religion which included
“visiting orphans and widows in their distress, and keeping oneself unstained by the world” (James
1:27). This James is the one who led the first Ecumenical Council recorded in Acts 15 which dealt
with rebutting the false teaching that “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of
Moses, you cannot be saved” (Acts 15:1). During this meeting James stood up, announced a
summary of the scriptural teachings on the matter (from the Old Testament), and provided the
authoritative, final judgment on how the church should proceed. His teaching in the Book by his
name came to the early church with the same sense of authority that he had during the proceedings
of the first church council.

Note: The reading omitted verses 6 - 7 which have been included below.
Second Reading:

James 2:1-5 NAS95 1 My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an
attitude of personal favoritism. 2 For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed
in fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes, 3 and you pay special attention
to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, “You sit here in a good place,” and you say to the
poor man, “You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool,” 4 have you not made distinctions
among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives? 5 Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God
choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those
who love Him?

6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you
into court? 7 Do they not blaspheme the fair name by which you have been called?

This passage is teaching the importance of reflecting the nature of God by treating everyone with
fairness and honor. Showing favoritism in the church reflects a muddy picture of God’s heart,
confusing people about who God is and what He values. We are to value each person as God values

Page # 10 of 27 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/salvation-by-grace-alone/



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

them, and thus avoid the class wars and pecking orders of the world. The poor in this world have a
lot to teach those who are supposedly “rich” by material standards. Instead of favoritism dictating
our treatment of people, God’s love for all should level the playing field. We can now approach
others (rich or poor) with a sense of humility, giving them honor as image bearers of God.

James provides an excellent warning about how God hates pride (Proverbs 8:13) and desires for
unity in the Church (John 17). If you think about it, the higher a person is, the further they have to
fall! James’ lesson closely parallels the Parable of the Wedding Feast:

7 And He began speaking a parable to the invited guests when He noticed how they had been
picking out the places of honor at the table, saying to them, 8 “When you are invited by someone to
a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for someone more distinguished than you may have
been invited by him, 9 and he who invited you both will come and say to you, ‘Give your place to this
man,” and then in disgrace you proceed to occupy the last place. 10 But when you are invited, go
and recline at the last place, so that when the one who has invited you comes, he may say to you,
‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will have honor in the sight of all who are at the table with you.
11 For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
(Lu 14:7-11)

In the parable, the central truth is Jesus’ message regarding the sinfulness of pride as well as a call
to servanthood. In reality, using the illustration of the feast, the proudest person in the room may be
one collecting the food trays after the mea! Only God truly knows the heart (1 Corinthians 2:11),
although wealth and power are often accompanied with pride. In this illustration Jesus is calling us
to reflect upon the times in which we have positioned ourselves “at the head of the table,” or when
we have learned from the mistakes of others in positions of power.

As a college professor who taught in various state prisons for a half dozen years one of the primary
lessons I learned was to avoid rushing to judgment of a person based upon their appearance. Prison
had a way of leveling the class differences because although everyone dressed uniformly, between
hairstyles, tattoos (and scars) the students had ways of making themselves appear differently. Yet
even with the students wearing the same uniforms over the course of the class, it would become
obvious that there was a “pecking order” among them. Some, like the rich man, “sat” in positions of
power, regardless of the location of their physical desk in the classroom. Others were subservient to
the leadership positions among the students which became obvious to me over the course of the
semester, but which the students already knew. Places of power don’t always mean sitting at the
head of the table.

It is instrumental to have a proper understanding of the point that James and Jesus were getting at
in order to apply these lessons to our lives. The meaning that they had in mind is best illustrated by
Psalm 73. Let’s read that entire text and meditate upon it before moving onto the Gospel lesson.

Psalms 73:1-28 NAS95 1 <<A Psalm of Asaph.>> Surely God is good to Israel, To those who are

Page # 11 of 27 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/salvation-by-grace-alone/



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

pure in heart! 2 But as for me, my feet came close to stumbling, My steps had almost slipped. 3 For I
was envious of the arrogant As I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 4 For there are no pains in their
death, And their body is fat. 5 They are not in trouble as other men, Nor are they plagued like
mankind. 6 Therefore pride is their necklace; The garment of violence covers them. 7 Their eye
bulges from fatness; The imaginations of their heart run riot. 8 They mock and wickedly speak of
oppression; They speak from on high. 9 They have set their mouth against the heavens, And their
tongue parades through the earth. 10 Therefore his people return to this place, And waters of
abundance are drunk by them. 11 They say, “How does God know? And is there knowledge with the
Most High?” 12 Behold, these are the wicked; And always at ease, they have increased in wealth. 13
Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure And washed my hands in innocence; 14 For I have been
stricken all day long And chastened every morning. 15 If I had said, “I will speak thus,” Behold, I
would have betrayed the generation of Your children. 16 When I pondered to understand this, It was
troublesome in my sight 17 Until I came into the sanctuary of God; Then I perceived their end. 18
Surely You set them in slippery places; You cast them down to destruction. 19 How they are
destroyed in a moment! They are utterly swept away by sudden terrors! 20 Like a dream when one
awakes, O Lord, when aroused, You will despise their form. 21 When my heart was embittered And I
was pierced within, 22 Then I was senseless and ignorant; I was like a beast before You. 23
Nevertheless I am continually with You; You have taken hold of my right hand. 24 With Your counsel
You will guide me, And afterward receive me to glory. 25 Whom have I in heaven but You? And
besides You, I desire nothing on earth. 26 My flesh and my heart may fail, But God is the strength of
my heart and my portion forever. 27 For, behold, those who are far from You will perish; You have
destroyed all those who are unfaithful to You. 28 But as for me, the nearness of God is my good; I
have made the Lord GOD my refuge, That I may tell of all Your works.

Although the people who are rich in faith may suffer during this lifetime, those that are only rich in
material things and full of pride will suffer eternal destruction.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The Gospel reading continues from Mark that we looked at last week. This week the context is Jesus’
teaching in the Gentile region of the Decapolis to the east of the Jordan. Today’s reading follows the
healing of a Gentile in the region of Tyre and Sidon (Mark 7:24) when Jesus cast out a demon from
the Syrophoenician woman’s daughter (Mark 7:24-30). Interestingly, the Decapolis was the same
region in which Jesus was asked to leave after healing the man possessed by a legion of demons.
Once the demons left the out of control man, they entered a herd of 2000 pigs, which caused them to
run off a cliff into the Sea of Galilee and be destroyed. When the owners found out about this “they
began to implore Him to leave their region” (Mark 5:17). Nonetheless, Jesus returned there and
resumed His healing ministry. Perhaps this was because the formerly demon possessed man whom
He healed went and told many others in that region about Jesus (Mark 4:20).

Gospel Reading:

Mark 7:31-37 NAS95 31 Again He went out from the region of Tyre, and came through Sidon to the
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Sea of Galilee, within the region of Decapolis. 32 They brought to Him one who was deaf and spoke
with difficulty, and they implored Him to lay His hand on him. 33 Jesus took him aside from the
crowd, by himself, and put His fingers into his ears, and after spitting, He touched his tongue with
the saliva; 34 and looking up to heaven with a deep sigh, He said to him, “Ephphatha!” that is, “Be
opened!” 35 And his ears were opened, and the impediment of his tongue was removed, and he
began speaking plainly. 36 And He gave them orders not to tell anyone; but the more He ordered
them, the more widely they continued to proclaim it. 37 They were utterly astonished, saying, “He
has done all things well; He makes even the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

He took a very long and circuitous route to get to the Decapolis by going from Tyre through Sidon
and then back to the Decapolis (v. 31). We are not told the reason why he would have taken this
route and the possible many months it would have required. Despite them having earlier asked Jesus
to leave their region someone brought a man to Him for healing. Jesus separated the man from the
crowd then proceeded to heal him. Jesus used two physical signs to manifest the healing given to
Him by His Father God. First, he put his fingers into the man’s ears, and then placed His own saliva
on the man’s tongue (v. 33). Evidently he did this to accommodate the others who were watching
(“they” in v. 37). Jesus looked up to heaven and sighed showing His reliance upon God the Father as
well as His compassion for the man’s condition brought on by the fallen world. Next, the first thing
Jesus told them including the man whose speech was restored was to keep silent! Jesus knew that
His time had not yet come (John 7:6) and having these people broadcast about Him wouldn't serve
the timing of the perfect plan the Father had for Him. Another perspective is that His statement to
keep quiet had more to do with His disciples than about the Gentiles who were present during the
healing. As we mentioned in the first reading, the prophets like Isaiah used physical blindness and
deafness as a metaphor for the people’s spiritual condition. At this point Jesus’ own disciples didn’t
understand the spiritual significance of all that was going on because in the very next chapter He
told them, “Do you not yet see or understand? Do you have a hardened heart? HAVING EYES, DO
YOU NOT SEE? AND HAVING EARS, DO YOU NOT HEAR?” (Mark 8:17c - 18b). Jesus, knowing that
by asking the Gentiles to keep quiet may stir them on to proclaim the healing that much more may
have been making a statement to His disciples about their unbelief. This, along with the fact that the
disciples would have been familiar with the Old Testament metaphor of blindness and that Jesus
opened the eyes of a blind man lends more credence to this interpretation. Jesus is in effect telling
His disciples that He can open the eyes of the blind but they were still spiritually blind to many of
the realities of His nature. Although Peter soon afterwards confessed that Jesus is the Christ
(Matthew 16:16), all of them had a lot to learn about Jesus - even after He rose from the dead.

There are many applications of Jesus message for our lives today, here are a few:

e Jesus’ healing of the blind man’s physical ailments reminds us of the need for everyone’s need
for a spiritual birth. Spiritual blindness is the primary condition that vexes humanity today, the
only unforgivable sin (Mark 3:22-30). In John’s Gospel Jesus said that “unless a person is born
from above they will never enter the kingdom of heaven” (John 3:3). Saint Paul said that “all
have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23), and “the wages of sin is death
but the gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). Paul continued
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by saying, “that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that
God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9). The Scripture is clear that
“faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God” (Romans 10:17). We cannot earn this
free gift but must accept it in faith. “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. For
we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand so that we would walk in them” (Ephesians 2:8-10).

e If we desire to be like Jesus, we too can be drawn to minister to the handicapped. Taking into
account what we learned from James, the “handicapped” aren’t necessarily just the people
with obvious physical issues. Instead, we can pray to consider ministering to those who are
marginalized in our society.

¢ As we learned in the reading from Isaiah, if we and others for whom we care are struggling
with handicaps, remember how the prophetic messages in the Bible point us to the perfect
healing we will one day receive with the Lord Jesus. For some this may mean experiencing
physical death and meeting Jesus in heaven (John 14:3).

e We too can be astonished that Jesus does all things well (v. 37a,b)! Jesus lived a perfect life
and we can be changed by how He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:8).

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. Develop a list of some categories of people who are marginalized in our society. Second, ask God
in what ways you can be praying for specific people that you know fall into this category. Ask God to
show you His will regarding ways in which you could minister to one of these people before the end
of the year.

2. Read John 14:1-3 and answer the question that follows.

John 14:1-3 NAS95 1 “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 “In My
Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare
a place for you. 3 “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself,
that where I am, there you may be also.

A. How does knowing that Jesus is 1. Going to prepare a place for you, and 2. Going to meet you
when you get there, help you to face the handicaps you are experiencing in your life today?

B. Especially in light of how God has helped you with any “handicaps,” would you consider sharing
your testimony with the fellow readers of Mass Notes? If so, please send me your testimony or
upload it in the form provided on the web site.

Readings for the Week
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Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/090615.cfm

Source(s):
Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Easter Sunday 4-5-2015

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for Easter Sunday, 4-5-2015. On this joyful day of
celebration, we remember how God raised His Son, our Savior, Jesus from the dead. Through Jesus’
death and resurrection, we have eternal life through faith in His finished work on the cross.
Accordingly, this week’s readings answer some of the most important questions that humans have
ever asked about eternal life. The first reading is a message from Saint Peter that explains the good
news of Jesus’ death and resurrection that has been provided for all humankind. The second reading
from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Colossians provides the implications of what believing in Jesus looks
like in the life of the believer. Finally, we conclude with the glorious story of Jesus’ resurrection from
the Gospel of Saint John.
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Throughout my earlier years, our family always held a special celebration of Jesus’ resurrection on
this important day of Easter Sunday. Our festivities included a delicious dinner with special people
including my grandmothers, grandmas, aunts, uncles, and of course my brothers and sisters. Back
then, I understood that Jesus’ resurrection from the dead was very important. As I grew into
adulthood, I came to a much fuller understanding of the meaning of Easter Sunday and I am learning
how to live in the reality of Jesus’ resurrection for every day of my life. My prayer is that through
this study you, too, will come to a deeper appreciation of what Jesus did for us and live in His
resurrection power all throughout the days ahead.

First Reading:

The first reading this week is from the Acts of the Apostles, Chapter 10. The context of this section is
Saint Peter’s address to Cornelius, the gentile Centurion from Caesarea. A Centurion was a roman
military leader who led 100 men. The story of what we are about to read happened a few days after
Peter had seen a vision of a huge sheet lowered to the ground containing a variety of animals,
including ones that the Jews were forbidden from eating according to the Old Testament Law. God
revealed to Peter that he was no longer bound by these dietary food laws, and by extrapolation, that
the proclamation of the Gospel was being opened to the Gentiles. God told Peter, “What God has
cleansed, no longer consider unholy” (Acts 10:15b-ff). At the same time that Peter had his vision of
accepting Gentiles, Cornelius, a God-fearing Gentile, had a vision in which an angel of God spoke to
him about salvation. He sent messengers to Peter in Joppa with orders to bring him to his home in
Caesarea. Because Peter had been convinced in this vision about associating with Gentiles, he
agreed to travel to Cornelius’ home. When Peter arrived Cornelius fell at his feet and worshiped him,
but Peter stopped him. Peter then said, “Stand up; I too am a man” (v. 26). He addressed the crowd
that Cornelius had gathered by saying, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a man who is a
Jew to associate with a foreigner or to visit him; and yet God has shown me that I should not call any
man unholy or unclean” (v. 28). Then Cornelius explained that he had seen a vision of an angel who
told him to send for Simon Peter at the home of one Simon the tanner who lived by the sea (v. 32). It
was at this point that we join Peter’s address to Cornelius along with his relatives and close friends
(Acts 10:24).

Now let’s read the text, noting that some of the omitted verses were included in order to provide the
full context.

Acts 10:34-43 NAS95 34 Opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that God
is not one to show partiality, 35 but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right is
welcome to Him. 36 The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus
Christ (He is Lord of all) — 37 you yourselves know the thing which took place throughout all Judea,
starting from Galilee, after the baptism which John proclaimed. 38 You know of Jesus of Nazareth,
how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 39 We are witnesses of all the
things He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They also put Him to death by hanging
Him on a cross. 40 God raised Him up on the third day and granted that He become visible, 41 not to
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all the people, but to witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us who ate and
drank with Him after He arose from the dead. 42 And He ordered us to preach to the people, and
solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the
dead. 43 Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him
receives forgiveness of sins.”

Peter said quite an earful; his message encapsulated almost the entirety of the Gospel. He told the
gentile Cornelius and his family the Good News regarding the forgiveness of sins offered to anyone
who believes, Jew or Gentile alike (v. 34), through faith in Jesus Christ (v. 43). Peter, fresh from his
vision of the animals coming down in the large sheet, affirmed that God was no respecter of persons;
this salvation was available to everyone (vv.34 - 35). Peter provided a high-level narrative to
Cornelius of his personal, eyewitness testimony concerning the events about Jesus Christ. He said
that Jesus:

e Was anointed by God with power (v.38),

e Ministered to the people by healing and opposing the devil (v.39),

e Was crucified by the Jews in Jerusalem (v.39b),

e Was raised by God on the third day (v.40),

+ Was made visible to select witnesses after His resurrection (v.41), and

e Provided the disciples with specific instructions regarding preaching the truth about Jesus
being the divinely appointed Judge of the living and the dead (v.42).

Peter confirmed that Jesus was the fulfillment of the testimony given by all of the Old Testament
prophets. Finally, Peter announced the best news of all, that anyone who believes in Jesus receives
forgiveness of their sins (v.43). What, though, does “believing in Jesus” mean? For many believe that
Jesus existed or that He was a good teacher. When the Bible talks about believing in Jesus, it means
having a personal, experiential trust that we put in Jesus for our salvation. We all know that we have
done evil things and thought wrongly about people. These wrong behaviors and mindsets are what
the Bible calls sin. Because of our choices to sin, we each have a debt that we owe to the Holy God,
our Creator who designed us for Himself. By sinning, we basically declared cosmic treason. This sin
debt will need to be paid. The question is, who will pay? We have two payment options: 1. an eternity
in hell, or 2. belief in Jesus’ payment for our sin. All of the best deeds in the world do not cancel out
our sin debt. The Bible is very clear about this, for it says, “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23).
Death, meaning eternal separation from God, is the payment for sin. And that is why Jesus’ death on
the cross is so important. Here is where He made the payment for my sin and your sin. This payment
is offered to us as a free gift of eternal life. Therefore, belief in Jesus is accepting this gift of Jesus’
payment for your sin debt and trusting in Him for eternal life. This is why the celebration of Easter
(Good Friday and Resurrection Sunday) is such a glorious memorial in the Christian church.

Second Reading:

Understanding Peter’s testimony in the first reading that anyone who believes in Jesus receives the
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forgiveness of their sins, provides a convenient gateway to the second reading where we see that
humans cannot attain to God through their own efforts. This reading is from Saint Paul’s Letter to
the Colossians, chapter 3. This Book is one of the biblical books known as the “Prison Epistles”
named because Paul wrote them while he was in prison in Rome. The reading today opens with the
word “therefore” in verse one. Any time we see that word (as you may have noted in previous
editions of Mass Notes) we have to ask, “What is it the ‘therefore’ there for?” The “therefore” in 3:1
refers to what Paul said in the previous chapters. In order to give the passage more context, we will
explore this in much further detail below.

Stepping back to look at the big picture, Paul’s overall purpose in the Epistle was to correct heresy
that was being taught in the church. The heresy had four elements that Paul addressed in chapter 2.
These false beliefs included the denial of the sufficiency and preeminence of Jesus Christ (2:8), the
exaltation of Jewish ritualism (2:11, 16-17), the teaching of the extreme denial of the flesh as a way
of getting closer to God (known as “asceticism,” 2:20-23), and the ungodly practice of worshiping
angels (2:18). All four teachings clearly contradict the Scriptures. Paul corrected their
misunderstandings early in the second chapter by making some clear statements to help them stand
in the midst of false teaching. Paul said, “See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy
and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of
the world, rather than according to Christ. For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form’
(Colossians 2:8-9). This statement addressed elements of all four of the heresies that were being
taught and practiced by certain members of the church.

1

With this context in mind, let’s read from Saint Paul’s Letter, the second reading in the Mass today.
As you read, keep in mind the sufficiency that we as believers have through faith in Jesus Christ.

Colossians 3:1-4 NAS95 1 Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things above, not on
the things that are on earth. 3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When
Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.

Paul said, “if you have been raised up with Christ. This has a threefold meaning. First, he meant this
in the sense that if we have believed in Jesus’ death and resurrection, then we are in a sense
crucified with Him and therefore “raised up” on the cross with Him. Paul said in Galatians, “I have
been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me”
(Galatians 2:20). Second, we have been “raised up” in the sense that, if we believe, we have been
“born from above.” This is something that Jesus tried to explain to Nicodemus (John 3:3), the man
who evidently did later come to believe in Jesus since he came to help prepare Jesus’ body for burial
after He was crucified (John 19:39). Jesus used a Greek word “anothen” which had a dual meaning,
above and again. Jesus taught Nicodemus that he had to born from above spiritually, and that he had
to be born a second time spiritually in a process distinct from his physical birth. The instant a person
“believes” they are “born from above,” meaning that they received the gift of eternal life and the
Holy Spirit of God now lives inside of them. The third meaning that Paul had in mind regarding
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being “raised up” with Christ is that in a spiritual sense after we die we will be “raised up” to a
much greater authority in order to reign with Jesus Christ. Paul said, “If we endure, we will also
reign with Him; If we deny Him, He also will deny us” (2 Timothy 2:12).

Here is another important insight from the reading. Paul said in verse 4, “When Christ, who is our
life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.” Notice the repetition of the word
“revealed.” We spoke about one aspect of Christ’s revelation last week in the Palm Sunday readings
when we discussed His triumphal entry to Jerusalem. However, in this reading Paul wasn’t referring
to Christ’s exaltation as King when he rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. Rather, he was referring to
Jesus’ Second Coming at which time He will return in glory to judge the world. As we said last week,
Jesus came the first time as a humble, unblemished Lamb (Revelation 13:8). However, Jesus will
return the second time as the glorious Lion of the Tribe of Judah (Revelation 5:5). He will return as
the Almighty Warrior on a white horse, not a donkey (Revelation 19:11). Jesus was revealed as the
King of the Jews when he entered Jerusalem on a donkey. He was revealed as the King of the
universe when he rose from the dead, this is what we are celebrating today. Finally, Jesus will be
revealed when He comes again in glory with all of His believers in tow, that is us, His saints
(Revelation 19:14, 1 Corinthians 1:2, Acts 9:13, Acts 9:32, Acts 26:10, Romans 16:2).

As we conclude the second reading and discussion, it may be helpful to rephrase the flow of thought
before the first few verses. After the three verses of the reading, a capstone statement provides my
personal summary of the reason why we must set our minds on things above:

Keep in mind the correction given to us regarding the false teaching that depends on self-effort, and
realize we have been crucified with Christ, we have been born from above, and we will be exalted
to participate in reigning with Jesus Christ. Since God has granted us all of these incalculable gifts,
THEN let us “Set [our] minds on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. 3 For [we]
have died and [our lives are] hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed,
then [we] also will be revealed with Him in glory” (vv. 2-4). We are called by God to do the latter (vv.
2-4) because the teachers of the theological heresies were attempting to bring Jesus down to their
level by falsely thinking they could reach up to heaven by practicing manmade religion.

I hope that this illustrates the importance of reading the context of the verses from the reading. The
big idea is that humans cannot attain fellowship with God in heaven through religious rituals, ascetic
practices (like starving the body), or the worship of angels (see Luke 4:8, Matthew 4:10, and
especially Revelation 22:8-9 where the practice is expressly forbidden). The only way that humans
can attain eternal life and fellowship with God is through faith in the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
believing that Jesus atoned for our sin (Romans 10:9-13).

Alternative Second Reading:

This week’s readings included an alternative to the second reading. This optional passage was from
Saint Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. The context is Paul’s confrontation of a certain church
member who was having an immoral relationship with his stepmother. In verse one of this chapter
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he said, “It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as
does not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father’s wife” (1 Corinthians 5:1). Paul
was upset with the church because rather than disciplining the one that was involved with this sin,
the church acted as if this was an acceptable practice for a believer in Jesus. The Corinthian church
failed to exercise these proper steps of church discipline that could have eventually led to the
restoration of the man that was trapped in this sexual sin. This would have included first calling the
person to repentance and separating him from the church. Paul’s confrontation is strong, but it is
based in the power of the Gospel, Jesus’ sacrifice for sin.

1 Corinthians 5:6-8 NAS95 6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens
the whole lump of dough? 7 Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, just as you are
in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed. 8 Therefore let us celebrate the
feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened
bread of sincerity and truth.

The root of the issue was that this young church was flaunting the freedom that they had in Christ.
Paul explains this by using imagery drawn from the Old Testament Feast of Passover. In verse 6 Paul
referred to the Jewish religious practice of purifying their home from yeast (leaven) during the Feast
of Unleavened Bread (Exodus 12:15). Every Jewish home would have to get rid of yeast and bake
unleavened bread during this season. He uses this imagery to provide a metaphor for the purity that
God requires in the church. Paul’s point was that the “leaven” of the man’s sin permeated
throughout the church, in the same way yeast permeates dough (v. 6). It was bad enough the church
tolerated this sin amongst them, but they even boasted about it (v. 6).

As we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection today on Easter Sunday, this passage helps us to recognize
God’s calling to live holy and pure lives. This is especially true in our culture that is filled with
temptations to be drawn into sexual sins, something with which the ancient Corinthians also
struggled. Today we can celebrate that Jesus fulfilled once and for all the repetitive, annual practice
among the Old Testament Jews to sacrifice their Passover lamb (Hebrews 10:10). We can turn to the
victorious One in prayer to deliver us from our temptations (Matthew 6:13), even difficult things
such as sexual sin. Jesus calls us to “confess our sins one to another” (James 5:16) meaning that we
can turn to a fellow Christian to ask for their intercessory prayer on our behalf when we encounter
struggles that we are unable to overcome through our own prayer and obedience. Paul calls
believers to celebrate the feast with sincerity and truth before God and our community. What better
day to contemplate making some serious changes in our life than on Easter Sunday?

Gospel Reading:

As we move onto the Gospel reading from Saint John Chapter 20 we will see the “reason for the
season” of Easter. Throughout the Lenten period, we have looked forward to the celebration of this
glorious day. Before you read, say a short prayer asking God to show you what the resurrection
means for your life.
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John 20:1-9 NAS95 1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb,
while it was still dark, and saw the stone already taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and came
to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken away
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.” 3 So Peter and the other
disciple went forth, and they were going to the tomb. 4 The two were running together; and the
other disciple ran ahead faster than Peter and came to the tomb first; 5 and stooping and looking in,
he saw the linen wrappings lying there; but he did not go in. 6 And so Simon Peter also came,
following him, and entered the tomb; and he saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the face-
cloth which had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings, but rolled up in a place by
itself. 8 So the other disciple who had first come to the tomb then also entered, and he saw and
believed. 9 For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead.

The narrative continues beyond what was covered in the reading:

10 So the disciples went away again to their own homes. 11 But Mary was standing outside the tomb
weeping; and so, as she wept, she stooped and looked into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in
white sitting, one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had been lying. 13 And
they said to her, “‘Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “Because they have taken away
my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.” 14 When she had said this, she turned
around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing Him to be the gardener, she
said to Him, “Sir, if you have carried Him away, tell me where you have laid Him, and I will take Him
away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to Him in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (which
means, Teacher). (John 20:10-16)

Can you imagine being one of the disciples who watched Jesus die on the cross? Then all of a sudden
news reaches you that Jesus’ body is not in the tomb. You run to the tomb on Sunday and realize it is
empty. What are the options? Maybe someone had taken the body or maybe Jesus’ prediction that he
would rise again really did come true. It would have been confusing, mind-blowing and extremely
scary, for those who sought to kill Jesus were still feeling emboldened to snuff out any memory of
Jesus.

Mary Magdalene believed and was the first person to see the risen Lord alive. She received
confirmation that since God raised Jesus from the dead, she would one day be raised herself.

We can also have assurance of salvation which leads to eternal life by trusting in what the Scripture
says about how a person does make it to heaven when they die. The first reading brought up the idea
of “belief in Jesus.” Let’s recap what this means, for this is the foundation of our faith. First, God
says that all of us have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). God says that
because of our sin the payment we will receive without some outside intervention is death, meaning
eternal separation from God (Romans 6:23). In that same verse, God says that the outside
intervention has been given as a free gift: Jesus died on the cross for the payment of our sins. This
good news can also be found in the famous verse that is often seen printed on cardboard signs held
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up at sporting events. “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16). Saint Paul said, “If you
confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead,
you will be saved” (Romans 10:9).

Does this sound like something that is simple to achieve? It is simple, but if it’s not necessarily easy.
If it were easy then everyone in the world that ever heard the Gospel would become a believer. Peter
said in Acts 2:38 that belief is intricately tied to repentance. When we believe in Jesus, it is because
we are convicted of our need for a Savior. This leads us to repent of (or turn away from) our sins.
This means that we have come to agree with God about our sins, and recognize them for what they
are, deadly (Romans 6:21). The Bible says that even one single sin would keep us from entering
heaven - forever (James 2:10). So repentance of sin, turning away from the destructive forces that
once ruled our lives, is an on-going part of exercising faith in Jesus. One preacher said, “If your faith
hasn’t changed you, it probably hasn’t saved you.” This is not to imply that works are necessary for
salvation. But it is to say that true faith is manifested in our lives being oriented around the values
that Christ had, because He is our life (Colossians 3:4). Jesus’ death and resurrection were given as
a gift to all, to cover our sin and provide us with the right to be accepted into heaven. As we
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday, keep in mind the simplicity of this Gospel
message that Jesus gave to the world.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. We covered a great deal of ground today in our study. The main point that we ask you to consider
in light of your study is, what difference does the resurrection of Jesus Christ make in your life?
Contemplate this question in light of the following contexts.

A. What difference does Jesus’ resurrection make as I move about in many relational networks where
I rub shoulders with people who don’t all believe that faith in Jesus is the only pathway to God? How
does my life reflect the power of Jesus’ resurrection and become an apologetic for His life-
transforming presence?

B. What difference does Jesus make if you find yourself in an unhappy situation this Easter? How
does the knowledge that Jesus rose from the dead give you hope through these difficulties?

2. Perhaps you don’t completely understand the meaning of Jesus in your life. Have you received the
forgiveness of your sins through the only method possible: faith in Jesus’ sacrificial death and
resurrection from the dead? Do you want to be with God and know that you will make it to heaven
when you die? Let’s pray to affirm or reaffirm our belief in Jesus this Easter.

Dear God, I recognize that I am a sinner, and that because of my sin I deserve death and eternal
separation from You. I believe that Jesus died for my sins as payment of the penalty I owed. I believe
that You raised Him from the dead and that He will come again in glory. I want to have this gift of
eternal life that the Bible talks about through faith in Christ. I repent of my sins and ask You, in the
name of Jesus, to empower me to set my sights on spiritual things above, not on earthly desires that
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have separated me from You. I pray this in Jesus’ Holy name, Amen.

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/040515.cfm

First Reading ACTS 10:34A, 37-43

Second Reading COL 3:1-4 or 1 COR 5:6B-8

Gospel Reading JN 20:1-9

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

What is Salvation?
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Next Steps (Continued):

The Bible says, “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven
given among men by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12

You may ask if I believe, what must I do to be saved. The answer can be found in Romans Chapter
10:

“[T]hat if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised
Him from the dead, you will be saved.For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with
the mouth confession is made unto salvation.For the Scripture says, Whoever believes on Him will
not be put to shame. For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is
rich to all who call upon Him.For whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.” (Romans
10:9-13)

Does this sound too simple? Itis. Salvation is a free gift. Our main problem is that we want to do
something to earn it. We cannot, it has been purchased for us. All we have to do is to seek God, and
He guarantees you that He will show Himself to you. I have watched God work in the lives of dozens
of people. I am absolutely sure that He will work in your life! Iknow that I called upon God and He
answered me!

The next things that we need to discuss are the attributes of God. Many people have a personal view
of God which may or may not be correct. They may be absolutely wrong in their view. Or their god
may not really be God at all. For years my god was myself, I sought pleasure as my source of
personal fulfillment. Here is what God says about Himself in His book, the Bible.

(1) God is a Holy God

The word holy means separate. When applied to God, holy means apart from sin. Heaven as a place
of God is holy. “And there shall in no wise enter into it [Heaven] anything that defileth...”
(Revelation 21:27 KJV). People measure themselves by many different standards. These include (A)
their own standards, (B) society’s ever changing standards, and (C) their church or other religious
institution’s (or cult’s) standards. It is worthwhile to ask ourselves where we fall upon these
standards of judgment. Are we at the top of our class in our own standards? What about the
standard set by our society? Since God is holy, He measures us by His holy standard. If God
measured us according to His holy standard, where would we fall? The answer according to God, is
FAR SHORT. Remember, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23) If we
measured anyone against this standard, where would they fall? Again, they would fall FAR SHORT.

Since God is Holy, and Heaven is God’s home and is also holy, would anyone be good enough to earn
his or her way to Heaven?

(2) God is a God of Justice

Page # 24 of 27 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/salvation-by-grace-alone/



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

The Bible records in Genesis 18:25: “Shall not the Judge of the earth do right?” (Genesis 18:25c¢)
God must do right. Let’s suppose that a person measured up to God’s standard of perfection, he
fulfilled all of the requirements. What would God have to do? The answer is that He would have to
let him into Heaven.

Here are several illustrations that help to explain the concept of justice.

(A) Suppose that I killed a person, went to the judge, and he let me go. Would that be just?

(B) Suppose that I killed a person, went to the judge and told him I am sorry [ won’t do it again.
Then the judge let me go. Would this be just?

(C) Suppose that I killed a person, went to the judge and told him that I'm sorry, Iwon’t do it
again, and I will do some good deeds to make up for the murder of the person. Would that be just?

The key concept of God’s justice is that sin demands punishment. God cannot excuse or overlook
sin.

In light of God’s holiness and justice, who deserves punishment and is anyone good enough to earn
their way to Heaven? The answer is ALL deserve punishment, and no one is good enough to earn
their way to Heaven.

(3) God is a God of Love

God cannot violate His holiness or his justice. He cannot tell us that I love you; I know that you have
sinned, and technically you cannot go to Heaven but I will let you in anyway. God’s love cannot
violate his holiness and justice. He has to satisfy them. How? To satisfy God’s justice, someone has
to pay the punishment for our sins. We need a substitute. I cannot pay the punishment for your sins
because I have also sinned. The only one that can pay the punishment for our sins is somebody who
has never sinned. The only one that has never sinned is God. How can God die for our sins? The
only way that God could die for our sins is to become a man.

For God so loved the world that he gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but that the world through Him might be saved. (Gospel of John 3:16-17 KJV)

But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
(Romans 5:8 KJV)

Jesus Christ died for your sins past, present, and future. Does that mean that everyone is going to
Heaven? No. What determines who goes to Heaven? What is the difference between the sinner, and
the redeemed forgiven sinner? There is a condition that must be met for those that are going to
Heaven. Those who meet the condition MUST go to Heaven. Those who do not meet the condition
MUST go to Hell. This condition is shown below.
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(4) God is a God of Mercy

The condition that we must meet in order to go to Heaven is found in the book of Romans, and it
reveals God’s attribute of mercy. The Book of Romans was written by the apostle Paul to Gentiles
(non-Jewish people) like myself:

[T]hat if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised
Him from the dead, you will be saved.For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with
the mouth confession is made unto salvation.For the Scripture says, Whoever believes on Him will
not be put to shame. For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is
rich to all who call upon Him. For whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved. (Romans
10:9-13)

What does the Bible promise if you meet the condition of God’s mercy? The answer is, you WILL BE
SAVED. When we look at the passage in Romans above, we see two things.

(A) You must believe that you are a sinner and as a condition of God’s justice is headed to Hell.
Hell = No Hope

(B) You must receive the free gift of salvation without believing that you can earn it by good
works. After this God’s justice and mercy requires that you go to Heaven.

Heaven = Hope, through the Promise by God through saving faith.
The Bible says:

“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in
to him and dine with him, and he with Me.” (Revelation 3:20)

You have to believe and answer the calling from the Lord Jesus to save you. If you have not done so,
confess your sins to God and exclaim your belief to Him that you believe and trust in Jesus for your
salvation.

John’s Testimony - From Roman Catholic to
the Truth
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For the first twenty seven years of my life I lived ina perpetual state of rebellion, emnity, and
warfare against God. My taskmaster sin dictated my standards, ethics, morals and goals. Enslaved to
the lusts of hardened heart my life was cloaked in darkness and evil. Lost and ignorant, I loved my
nation more than God. I loved my family more than God. I loved my life more than God. Apart from
God'’s intercession my temporal state would one day become my eternal state.

On March 13, 2005 my eternal state was secured not by my depravity but by the blood of Jesus
Christ. Though the miracle of grace God revealed Himself to me in truth through His Word. I
repented of my sins, accepted Jesus as my Lord and Savior and sealed with the Holy Spirit, received
everlasting life and forgiveness of sins.

Divine truth replaced satanic lies and through the renewing of my mind, heart, and will I knew,
loved and obeyed God for the first time in my life. I have been crucified with Christ so that He may
live through me to bring Glory to the Father. For the remainder of my time in this world I strive to
be blameless and upright, fearing God and turned away from evil. I pray that my life will be
unexplainable apart from God. That I recognize anything the Holy Spirit accomplishes in and
through me is unto the praise of His glory. At the judgment seat of Christ I pray the record stands
that I did not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, that I faithfully finished my
course and the ministry I received from the Lord Jesus to testify the Gospel of the Grace of God.

Note from Jim Hill: John spent four years as an aircraft mechanic in the Air Force, then attended
college and got his bachelors degree. He began attending Grace Theological Seminary located in
Winona Lake, Indiana in January of 2011 to earn a masters of divinity. He can be reached through
his page on this ministry.
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