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Mass Study Notes for Sunday, 4-3-2016

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 4-3-2016. This week we open with a reading from the
earliest history about the church, the Book of the Acts of the Apostles, relating their ministry in the
very first weeks of the newly created Church after Pentecost and the Holy Spirit’s descent upon
those earliest believers. The second reading is from the very latest book of the New Testament, the
Revelation of Jesus as given to the last of the apostles, John. John records the vision he received of
the Lord Jesus, which serves both as a warning to the Church of Jesus Christ and as an introduction
to the revelation of the final events in earthly history and into eternity. The Gospel reading,
interestingly enough, is from the same author who recorded the Revelation. The chapter in this
week’s assignment includes the miraculous appearance of Jesus and significant teaching about faith
and believing in Him.

Introduction to the First Reading:

By chapter 5, the early Christians (and the number had grown to the thousands, Acts 2:41, 47) were
demonstrating the love that Jesus said would be the mark of His disciples (John 13:34). They met
together for worship, and they gave generously to the needs of others in the Christian family.
Today’s portion tells of the miraculous power of the Holy Spirit working through His chosen people.

First Reading:

Acts 5:12-16 NAS95 12 At the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were taking place
among the people; and they were all with one accord in Solomon’s portico. 13 But none of the rest
dared to associate with them; however, the people held them in high esteem. 14 And all the more
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believers in the Lord, multitudes of men and women, were constantly added to their number, 15 to
such an extent that they even carried the sick out into the streets and laid them on cots and pallets,
so that when Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on any one of them. 16 Also the people
from the cities in the vicinity of Jerusalem were coming together, bringing people who were sick or
afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all being healed.

“Signs and wonders” were miraculous events that not only brought healing to many but, more
importantly, served to authenticate the authority of the apostles, those who were sent by God to do
His work and to lay a foundation for the establishing of His church on earth, the body of called-out
believers (that’s what the New Testament word for church means). The early Christians “were all
with one accord” meeting near the Temple. Jesus had prayed (John 17) that His followers would be
united, would be as one as He and the Father are. Nothing has hurt the image of the church so much
as its disunity over the centuries of its history and even today.

Verse 13 is perplexing. Perhaps it suggests that non-believers did not associate with believers,
though they highly respected them. Maybe they knew about the couple, earlier in chapter 5, who
tried to deceive the apostles, claiming to give the gains from the sale of their property to the needy
while keeping a part for themselves. They were stricken to death immediately, and the church
learned the seriousness of deceitfulness and lying. That could explain why non-believers stayed
away.

The remaining verses testify to the miraculous healing power of the apostles. Throughout the Book
of Acts, these men of God gave testimony time and again that the power was not theirs but was the
work of the Jesus whom the religious leaders had rejected. Succeeding chapters will reveal the great
price true believers often had to pay to remain true to their faith. Yet, they counted it as nothing
compared to what they had in Jesus and would ultimately enjoy with Him (2 Corinthians 4:17).

Introduction to the Second Reading:

John is the last of the apostles who had traveled with Jesus, witnessed His crucifixion, and
fellowshipped with Him after His resurrection. In exile, John received a vision of the Lord Himself.
What he writes is so important that Jesus told him, “Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of
this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it.” That in itself is
enough reason to study this book, for it reveals the concluding events in God’s ultimate plan of
redemption. The details of John’s vision are complex and confusing, and a thorough knowledge of the
rest of God’s revelation (the Bible) is helpful in understanding the unfolding of the plan. John
addresses his writing to “the seven churches that are in Asia.” Those geographical sites in Asia
Minor were in what is now Turkey, real places in real time.

Second Reading:

Note: Verses 15 - 16 which were omitted from the reading are included below.

Page # 2 of 37 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/revelation/



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

Revelation 1:9-19 NAS95 9 I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom
and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God
and the testimony of Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud
voice like the sound of a trumpet, 11 saying, “Write in a book what you see, and send it to the seven
churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to
Philadelphia and to Laodicea.” 12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And
having turned I saw seven golden lampstands; 13 and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like
a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden sash.
14 His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of
fire. 15 His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His
voice was like the sound of many waters. 16 In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His
mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength. 17 When
I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And He placed His right hand on me, saying, “Do not be
afraid; I am the first and the last, 18 and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive
forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades. 19 “Therefore write the things which you
have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after these things.

John is in exile “because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus,” verse 1. The other apostles
have all been killed, but John remains to hear this final revelation of Jesus. He hears a voice that
instructs him to write in a book what he is about to see and hear and send it all to seven existing
churches where the Gospel has been preached and received. What he sees in his vision is
overwhelming. First he sees someone “like a son of man” in the middle of seven lampstands. The
description of the man clearly pictures the Lord Jesus, perhaps in a glorified, majestic state. “Son of
man,” by the way, is the title that Jesus most often used to refer to himself. Each of the descriptives
about this man is of interest and no doubt reflects something of His divine nature and activity. Of
special interest is the reference to “a sharp two-edged sword” out of His mouth. It reminds us of the
statement in Hebrews 4:12, “The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword
... discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” The reference is not just to the written
Word of God, the Bible, but any and every word from God.

John’s reaction was similar to Isaiah’s in Isaiah 6 when he saw the Lord “high and lifted up” and Job
when he finally encountered God in person (chs. 40 & 41). God’s presence causes one to fall upon
his face in an abject sense of his own unworthiness and in recognition of the worthiness of God.

The response of the “Man” to John in verse 19 is insightful. It likely provides a key to the
understanding of the relation he is about to record. He is to write about three topics: 1) what he
“has seen,” no doubt the revelation of the Son of God; 2) “the things which are,” referring to the
character and action of the seven churches to which he is to send the letters (chapters 2 & 3), and 3)
“the things which will take place after these things.” Chapter 4 begins, then, the revelation of what
is yet to come in God’s completed plan.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:
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Chapter 20 of John’s Gospel is a highlight. It begins with the discovery of the empty tomb,
confirming the miraculous resurrection of the Lord Jesus! It includes several appearances of Jesus to
His disciples and some significant statements to be considered. And John concludes the chapter,
telling us that there were many other signs that Jesus performed. He has chosen only certain ones to
relate that are given to bring his readers to faith.

Gospel Reading:

John 20:19-31 NAS95 19 So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the
doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 And when He had said this, He showed them both His
hands and His side. The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 So Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 22 And when He had said
this, He breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 “If you forgive the sins of
any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they have been retained.” 24
But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other
disciples were saying to him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see in His
hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into His
side, I will not believe.” 26 After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them.
Jesus came, the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” 27
Then He said to Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand
and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 28 Thomas answered and said to
Him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed?
Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.” 30 Therefore many other signs Jesus also
performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these have
been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you
may have life in His name.

The first event in today’s reading must have been a shock to the disciples who were meeting
privately, probably in secret, in a closed room. It’s the same day of the resurrection, and Peter and
John had already observed the empty tomb. Mary had actually had a personal encounter with the
risen Jesus, at first thinking he was the gardener. Apparently, the disciples were confused, not
having understood Jesus’ teaching them in advance about these events. All of the sudden, Jesus
appears in their midst. He knows of their fear and encourages them with “Peace be with you.” The
next words in this first of several significant statements in this encounter are surprising: “As the
Father has sent Me, I also send you.” They will likely not fully understand this instruction until they
have further teaching before His return to heaven and the events of the Day of Pentecost. Then they
disperse over the world to preach the gospel.

Another noteworthy word from Jesus bestowed the promised Holy Spirit on them. From this point
on, they would carry the message of the Gospel with the clear offer of the forgiveness of sins to all
who will hear them and respond to the truth in faith, acknowledging Jesus as Lord.
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We're all familiar with the doubts expressed by the disciple Thomas. Like many of us “seeing is
believing” to Thomas. He was not present on this occasion and when the others tell him about what
happened, he simply cannot believe it. A week later, Thomas is given just the opportunity he thought
he needed to believe; the proof stands before him. Immediately, he recognizes the truth; his doubts
depart, and he worships, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus then offers another important statement:
“Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.” How blessed we are today to know of the work
of Jesus to be our sacrifice for sin and give us the faith to believe when we have not seen with our
eyes, but realizing instead that “believing is seeing.”

Finally, note that John says that Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples that John
does not write about. He chose only seven great signs which prove Jesus’ claim to be the Son of God,
and he recorded them “so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and that
believing you may have life in His name.”

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. In what ways does John’s message in Revelation resonate with you during your own trials and
tribulations (revelation 1:9)? How does reading his revelation of the Lord help you through these
things?

Challenge: Have you read the Book of Revelation? This Book promises a blessing to those who read
it (Revelation 1:3). We urge you to read through this important Scripture, taking into account the
Old Testament references that are noted in your Bible.

2. In what ways does Thomas’ experience give you hope as one who may have never seen the Lord
Jesus? (We qualify this because of some of the events we have heard about in Islamic regions where
the Lord has appeared in dreams and visions).

Readings for the Week
Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.usccbh.org/bible/readings/040316.cfm

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB
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Mass Study Notes for Sunday, 11-22-2015

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 11-22-2015. This week we will see the rulership of
Jesus from three different angles in the readings from the Mass. The first reading is an Old
Testament prophecy about His dominion and kingdom being an everlasting establishment. The
second reading, from the book of Revelation in the New Testament, confirms the eternal dominion
and power that Jesus has, but also adds a sense of personal tenderness towards us who believe in
Him. The last reading, from the Gospel of John, chronicles the self-revelation of Jesus as King,
recognizing that His kingdom was not of this world. Although his kingship was misunderstood and
missed by many in His first advent, it will not be misunderstood at His second advent.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from the Book of Daniel Chapter 7. The first six chapters of the Book record
mostly historical events with some prophecy. However, as we move into chapter seven, Daniel
records visions given to him from God concerning future events. These prophetic messages were
given to Daniel by God during various times during his life. The context of Chapter 7 was a message
given to Daniel “In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon” (Daniel 7:1), meaning it was before
the overthrow of the Babylonian Empire by the Medo Persian forces under Cyrus the Great. There is
some debate as to the identity of Belshazzar, who was most likely an overlord that reigned under the
authority of the King. In examining historical sources it is also likely that Belshazzar was either the
son or grandson of the famous King Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel’s visions in the first 12 verses of

Page # 6 of 37 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/revelation/


https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/weekly-study-notes-for-the-sunday-mass/11-22-2015/

Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

chapter 7 are of four successive empires beginning with Babylon depicted by a lion (v 4). The second
is Medo / Persia depicted by a bear. The third is the Greek Empire pictured by a leopard, King
Alexander, with four wings picturing his four generals to whom his kingdom was divided after his
fast and furious life. Finally, the last empire is a “dreadful and terrible beast” depicting both the
Roman Empire in the shorter term and in the long term a restored Roman-like empire corresponding
to Babylon the Great in the Book of Revelation. Daniel said about this one, “After this I kept looking
in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrifying and extremely strong; and it
had large iron teeth. It devoured and crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it
was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns” (Daniel 7:7). Another
ruler called the “little horn” (v. 8) will arise from among the last empire with a “mouth uttering great
boasts” (v. 8f). This “little horn” was prefigured by King Antiochus IV Epiphanes who tormented the
Jews in the third century BC as recorded in the book of 1 Maccabees. This “antichrist of the Old
Testament” is a type of the person that will exist during the end times. This is the person spoken of
in Revelation 13:2 - 10 with language very similar to that of the Prophet Daniel.

This introduction brings us to today’s reading in which we see a vision in heaven that pictures the
kingdom of Jesus being presented to Him by God the Father. At the end of the age after four world
empires have controlled the world with the last one devouring the ones that came before it, God will
finally claim the kingdom that is rightfully His after putting down the evil rulers that had come
before.

First Reading:

Daniel 7:13-14 NAS95 13 “I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven
One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented
before Him. 14 And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the peoples, nations
and men of every language Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion Which will not
pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed.”

Daniel clearly saw a revelation of the Lord Jesus Who was to come, as Jesus used this same
terminology in referring to Himself in Matthew 24:30, “And then the sign of the Son of Man will
appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN
COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory.” Jesus also called Himself the
Son of Man in John 5:27. When Jesus returns to set up His kingdom on earth, “His dominion [will be]
everlasting . . . [and] one which will not be destroyed.”

From this passage in Daniel we find out a few very important details about the future that should
inform us for our lives today. The first detail is the description of Jesus as the Son of Man. This was
Jesus’ most common way of referring to himself as recorded in the Gospels. Why would He describe
Himself as such (and not choose Son of God as His preferred self-reference)? It may be that He knew
we would be able to revere Him as the divine Son of God, but realized that we may have trouble
picturing Him as a man. Jesus’ identity as fully God and fully man is a mystery to us, but is
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nonetheless important. As the second Adam, He fulfilled (as a man) the righteous requirements of
the law (Romans 8:3-4), what the first Adam could not do. And in that, He provides salvation for us if
we unite ourselves with Him. A second key point, is that Jesus is given dominion, glory and a
kingdom for all people to serve Him. If this is the case for eternity (and this is good for us in the
future), then our servanthood to Jesus the King should be good for us today. Some people agonize
over the “sacrifice” it is to be a Christian. Well, really, the sacrifice is only toward the self-ruled life,
which is destructive to our soul anyways. In reality, Jesus’ is a good King, so when we let Him rule in
our life each day, we are living the life we were designed to live. Jesus said that He came to bring
life and that more abundantly (John 10:10). Can we trust Him to do this in us even now?

In these days of chaos before Jesus returns, we can look with confident hope that one day Jesus will
return to set up His perfect kingdom on earth in fulfillment of this promise in Daniel. Jesus will take
the dominion and kingdom back from Satan that was given to him for a short time (2 Corinthians
4:4), in light of eternity. As we encounter disturbing events in our world today, we can live with an
eternal perspective which banks on the fact that God wins.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The reading is from the Book of Revelation. The context of the reading is the beginning of the Book,
in which John introduces Jesus as the rightful Ruler of the earth in very similar language to what we
just read from Daniel.

Second Reading:

Revelation 1:5-8 NAS95 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and
the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood-
6 and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father-to Him be the glory and the
dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye
will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it
is to be. Amen. 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who
is to come, the Almighty.”

In the reading we see John's testimony about the identity of Jesus as “the faithful witness” (one who
tells the truth and who’s words are reliable, John 18:37); “firstborn of the dead” (the first and
preeminent of all those who will rise from the dead, Romans 8:29); “ruler of the kings of the earth”
(the highest power); the One “who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood” (He created
a way for us to be made free from the slavery of sin and death by His great love, Romans 6:1-23);
and Who “made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father” (His goal is to make His
followers into a united people group who serves God the Father with our lives) (vv. 5 - 6). In verse 7
we see the return of the Lord Jesus as we read in Daniel, the One Who will come in the clouds to
fulfill the prophecy given by the angels in Acts 1:11 regarding how Jesus would return where they
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from
you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.”
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Furthermore, John quoted from an important prophecy of Zechariah which predicted the ultimate
acceptance of Jesus by His people the Jews. Zechariah predicted the events regarding Jesus return:
“I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of
supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as
one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him like the bitter weeping over a
firstborn” (Zechariah 12:10). Finally, John describes Jesus as the first and last, the “Alpha and
Omega,” a statement which forms a bookend in the Book of Revelation where it is repeated in the
closing section in Revelation 21:6 and 22:13. This is a way of saying that Jesus is A to Z and
everything in between. He is everything we need.

We can be confident that one day Jesus will return to establish His rightful place on earth as the
Ruler of the universe. He released us from our sins by His blood—a great sacrifice on His part. What
a wonderful Savior. May we live in the freedom He has granted us, giving our lives back to Him as a
living sacrifice (Romans 12:1-2).

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The Gospel reading is from Saint John chapter 18. The context is just after Jesus was betrayed by
Judas and arrested in the garden across from the Kidron Valley (John 13:1). Jesus was bound and led
first to Annas, the father-in-law of Caiaphas the high priest that year (John 18:13). Annas was the
one who had prophesied that it would be better for one man to die than for the rest of the nation to
perish (John 18:14). Jesus was interrogated by Annas, with Peter following at a distance (vv. 15-17).
Next, Jesus was led to Caiaphas the high priest (v. 24), then finally into the Praetorium where He
appeared before Pontius Pilate. While Annas and Caiaphas were the Jewish rulers, Pilate was the
Roman ruler, who could sentence a prisoner to death.

Gospel Reading:

John 18:33-37 NAS95 33 Therefore Pilate entered again into the Praetorium, and summoned Jesus
and said to Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Are you saying this on your
own initiative, or did others tell you about Me?” 35 Pilate answered, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own
nation and the chief priests delivered You to me; what have You done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My
kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then My servants would be fighting
so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.” 37
Therefore Pilate said to Him, “So You are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say correctly that [ am a
king. For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to the truth.
Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.”

In the reading Jesus affirmed His rightful rulership of the world, although He had not yet established
His kingdom on earth as it already was so in heaven. Jesus’ kingdom was at this time a kingdom not
on earth, but rather one in the hearts of the people who believed. Jesus said, “Everyone who is of the
truth hears My voice” (v. 37). The subjects of His kingdom are those who come to Him in faith who
follow His truth. As we see in 1 John, “We will know by this that we are of the truth, and will assure
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our heart before Him” (1 John 3:19). Just as Jesus’ rulership and kingdom were mocked and
discarded, we as His followers face similar persecution because of our belief in Him. Jesus said, “In
this world you will have tribulation, but take heart, for I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). We
must learn how to live in the tension of the now as we wait for the “not yet”—our future with Him.
The fact that He endured the mistreatment of those in power gives us hope and strength to endure
the mistreatment of the world as it mocks and marginalizes the Gospel message. These are
opportunities to walk by faith not by sight (2 Cor. 5:7) and be a citizen of heaven (Phil. 3:20), thus
showing the veracity of Christ’s rulership in our lives.

What does this mean for us today? The readings today have shown us that Jesus truly is the Alpha
and Omega, the rightful ruler of the universe. One day He will return to His rightful place to rule
and reign on the earth. Until then we can trust in the promise of His return and look forward to the
salvation of our souls. Second, we can trust that once we believe in the Lord Jesus for our salvation
and not in any “good” works that we do (Ephesians 2:8-9) we can have assurance that we have
eternal life. God tells us that if we believe, then we can presume that we have eternal life. “These
things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that
you have eternal life” (1 John 5:13). Finally, we as we continue to study and understand the
prophecies about Jesus’ return, we can begin to see the events of the world taking shape as Jesus’
coming becomes more imminent. These events should not cause us alarm but rather give motivation
to expand our ministry efforts to reach lost people with the saving message of the Gospel.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. There were several descriptions of Jesus that were shared in the Mass passages this week. Take
some time and reflect on one or two from the list below and make a connection between the
description and how that can impact your perspective:

e Ruler of an everlasting Kingdom

e Son of Man

e Faithful witness

e First born of the dead

e Ruler of the kings of the earth

e The one who loves us and released us from sin by his blood
e The one who made us to be a kingdom

e The one who made us to be priests, to serve God

e The one who was pierced

e The Alpha and Omega

e The one who is and was and is to come

e The King of the Jews

e The one who’s kingdom is not of this world, but of another realm

2. If Jesus is King, how is His kingship displayed in your life? Are there ways that you are
intentionally surrendering your self-rule in order to be ruled by Him? What areas does His kingship
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make sense in your life and motivate you to order your life around His values and priorities? Take
time to reaffirm your desire to see Jesus’ will override your self-will. What areas of your life need to
be surrendered to His kingship? Take time to confess these areas of resistance to His rightful reign
and ask Him to help you surrender, even in these war zones.

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.uscch.org/bible/readings/112215.cfm

Source(s):
Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday, 11-1-2015

Christians t

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 11-1-2015. This week we open with a reading from the
mysterious Book of Revelation where we will explain in detail some of the background and context to
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bring out the meaning of the text. Then we move to another reading written by John from the Book
of First John. Then we close with the Gospel lesson from Saint Matthew from the section called the
Beatitudes. I remember reading those passages many years ago in Mass and feeling that I needed to
be a better person and to try harder to please God. Find out what God’s Word says about my feelings
and what would have been a more biblical response to them.

I know someone that has been a Christian for a very long time while a certain uncle of hers was
resistant to believing in Jesus Christ right up until near the end of his life. As he grew older, he
steadfastly refused to bow his knee to Jesus Christ although almost everyone around him were
followers of Jesus including his niece who told me the story, and her husband was a pastor. One
night he went to bed expecting to awaken the next morning just like every other day. However, God
had a different plan for him. As I was a new believer in Jesus Christ myself when I heard this story I
remember how it profoundly impacted me as I listened with baited breath about what was going to
happen next. The next morning when the man arose and looked at himself in the mirror, he found a
depression in the bone of his forehead in the shape of a cross. He instantly recognized this as a
miracle as a seal of God calling him to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ which he quickly obeyed.
As others encountered him throughout the last years of his life, he testified of God’s grace in
marking him in this unique way such that he could no longer deny the one and only Savior Jesus
Christ. This marking remained on his forehead for the rest of his life as a seal or marking of him as a
follower of Jesus Christ. This week we will read about how God will in some future day “seal” a
group of Jews in order to protect them from the wrath of the Antichrist who like many others before
him will persecute God’s chosen people.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from the Book of Revelation. This Book tells the story of the unfurling of a series
of judgments upon the world culminating with what the Old Testament calls the “Day of the Lord.”
Throughout the Book, John moves his focus back and forth from events happening upon the earth
and those in heaven with frequent parenthesis (or pauses) in the chronological progression of
events. Understanding of Revelation requires a thorough understanding of the Old Testament and
especially the Book of Daniel. John uses much symbolic language throughout the Book, and the
reader is challenged to understand the meaning behind the symbols as well as to what extent the
language is meant to foretell literal events in heaven and on the earth.

In order to understand the Book of Revelation and today’s reading, it is necessary to understand
from a high level the primary events that will transpire during the end times. The order of the main
events that will unfold are as follows. The sin of the world will grow worse and worse (Matthew
24;12), and many false christs will come. (2 Timothy 3:13, Matthew 24:5). The world will be
consumed by “wars and rumors of wars,” there will be “famines and earthquakes” (Matthew 24:6-7).
This will mark the beginning of the end times. (Matthew 24:8) The AntiChrist will come on the scene
and falsely claim to have been resurrected from the dead (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, Revelation 13:3). A
peace treaty will be made with Israel providing for resumption of animal sacrifices in a rebuilt
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temple in Jerusalem (Daniel 9:27). Large-scale persecution of believers will escalate leading many
false believers to fall away (Revelation 13:7, Matthew 13:9-10). This point marks the unfurling of the
scroll of the first six seals of Revelation. As the AntiChrist rules the world with terror, at some point
the believers in God will be reunited with Christ and taken to heaven at His second coming (1
Thessalonians 4:14-18). Somewhere during this time a group of elect Jews will be protected by God
as described in today’s reading. The final stage will then begin with the unbelieving world left
behind and then God will unleash His judgments during the final “Day of the Lord” completing the
total destruction of the AntiChrist’s worldly and religious empire of mystery Babylon. This is the time
when God unleashes His judgments upon the world as stated just prior to today’s reading in
Revelation 6:17, “for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand.” At the
conclusion of these events, Jesus will return to set up His reign on earth.

The particular context of today’s reading in chapter 7 is the divine protection of a believing remnant
of Jews alive during the time when the AntiChrist will be unleashing increasing persecution upon
believers in God. God will protect this surviving remnant in order to complete His promises to them.

First Reading:
Note: Verses 5 - 8 which were omitted from the reading have been included below.

Revelation 7:2-14 NAS95 2 And I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, having the
seal of the living God; and he cried out with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted
to harm the earth and the sea, 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees until we have
sealed the bond-servants of our God on their foreheads.” 4 And I heard the number of those who
were sealed, one hundred and forty-four thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel: 5
From the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand were sealed, from the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Gad twelve thousand, 6 from the tribe of Asher twelve thousand, from the tribe of
Naphtali twelve thousand, from the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand, 7 from the tribe of Simeon
twelve thousand, from the tribe of Levi twelve thousand, from the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand,
8 from the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand, from the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand, from the
tribe of Benjamin, twelve thousand were sealed. 9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great
multitude which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in
their hands; 10 and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation to our God who sits on the
throne, and to the Lamb.” 11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the
elders and the four living creatures; and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped
God, 12 saying, “Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and
might, be to our God forever and ever. Amen.” 13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me,
“These who are clothed in the white robes, who are they, and where have they come from?” 14 I said
to him, “My lord, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones who come out of the great
tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
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In the days before Jesus’ return (see Acts 1:11), a powerful world ruler will emerge called the
AntiChrist who will persecute any believers alive during this time including both Christians and
Jews. As the AntiChrist hurls his bloodshed upon the Christians, God will protect a remnant of the
Jews who through this terrible persecution will come to faith in the Lord Jesus (Zechariah 12:10). To
do this God grants His authority to an angel to set His mark upon this group of Jews from the twelve
tribes of Israel - except that some of them were designated by different names because of the curses
pronounced in the Old Testament. (Astute readers can find out more information about this by
studying Deuteronomy 29:16-10). In ancient days, the kings used their signet ring to emboss a
special marking into wax or clays seals that were placed upon documents in order to show their sign
of authority and authenticity. In the last days of the devils reign over his current world empire, the
angel of God’s divine marking provides protection to the believing Jews from the wrath of the
AntiChrist. The Prophet Malachi said about this, “I will spare them as a man spares his own son who
serves him” (Malachi 3:17). Whether this is a literal number of people or it is symbolic of a large but
finite number isn’t readily discernible in the text. However, they will have been regathered for the
opening of the rebuilt temple and the resumption of the sacrifices. During the first three and half
years of the peace treaty that the AntiChrist makes with national Israel, the Jews will resume their
sacrifices in a rebuilt temple in Jerusalem while large scale persecution of Christians accelerates
around the world. As time moves to the midpoint of this treaty, the AntiChrist will set an image of
himself up in the temple and command his worship as God (2 Thessalonians 2:4). This “abomination
of desolation” (Matthew 24:15) will greatly provoke the Jews to rebel against the AntiChrist to such
an extent that without God’s divine protection all of them would be consumed by this evil end time
ruler. It is only through this horrific series of events that unfold upon the earth that the collective
group of the Jews will finally recognize Jesus Whom they pierced (Zechariah 12:10) as their Messiah.

As the reading continues, beginning in verse 9 John changed his focus from events happening on
earth to things occurring in heaven. This is one of the frequent parenthesis that occurs throughout
the Book. John saw a second group of people, a “great multitude which no one could count,” (v. 9)
who are believing people martyred up until that point during the great tribulation. John didn’t
understand who these people were at first, but the angel answered his question about them by
describing how they “washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb” (v. 14). It’s
not often when someone can wash their robes in blood and make them white, but that is exactly
what Jesus offers to anyone who trusts in Him. Although the believers in heaven were not delivered
from the tribulation and persecution on earth, they were delivered through it to be with Jesus in
heaven.

What does this mean for us today? We as Christians must expect that as God’s prophets we will
increasingly face persecution. Jesus said, “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have
overcome the world” (John 16:33). Later in the Gospel reading we will see how Jesus likened the
persecution of believers to the persecution of the prophets that came before them (Matthew 5:12).
There Jesus said, “Blessed are you when others revile against you and persecute you.” As God’s
persecuted prophets we can look for our fulfillment not in the things of the world but look
heavenward towards our ultimate purpose in serving God. Finally, as we continue to march onwards
towards the last days described in Revelation, we can expect to see a growing distinction between
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the true people of God and the rest of the world. The Prophet Malachi said about these days, “Then
once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between the one who
serves God and the one who does not serve Him” (Malachi 3:18). Although we may not be saved
from tribulation, we can be assured that God will deliver us through it.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The second reading is from First John. The context is Saint John’s teaching on the characteristics of
true believers, something that we will encounter later in the Gospel lesson.

Second Reading:

1 John 3:1-3 NAS95 1 See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called
children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not
know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be.
We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 3 And
everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

John said that God has so loved love those that believe in Him that He calls them His children (v. 1).
Nonbelievers do not understand believers because they cannot know God and didn’t know His Son
Jesus (v. 1d-ff). During our mortal lives as believers, we do not yet understand what we will become
when we either get to heaven or meet Jesus when he returns to regather His church as we talked
about in the first reading (v. 2). When we do finally meet Jesus our eyes will be opened, and we will
see Him for what He truly is without the veil of sin covering our minds. Finally, we have hope that
God will bring these things about. While living with an eternal focus as true believers we strive to
become more and more like Jesus by leaning upon God’s power that He has placed within us. As we
become more pure by maturing in our walk with Jesus, we become more like the true believers
described by John in the reading. This provides an excellent lead-in to the Gospel lesson in which
Jesus lists some of the qualities of people whose lives have been transformed by God.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The Gospel reading is from Saint Matthew in the section known as the Sermon on the Mount
because of the location from which Jesus addressed the crowd in Galilee. The context is at the
beginning of Jesus’ ministry just after His temptation in the desert for forty days and the calling of
the first disciples including Peter, Andrew, James and John. Jesus was beginning to draw large
crowds and was telling the people to “repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 4:17).
This is the beginning of a much longer discourse that spans Matthew Chapters 5 through 7.

Gospel Reading:

Matthew 5:1-12 NAS95 1 When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and after He sat
down, His disciples came to Him. 2 He opened His mouth and began to teach them, saying, 3
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn,
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for they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 7 Blessed are the merciful,
for they shall receive mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 9 Blessed are
the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 10 Blessed are those who have been
persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are you
when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of
Me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted
the prophets who were before you.”

In this reading, Jesus announced a total of nine blessings, each opening with “Blessed are.” Jesus is
fulfilling the role of Prophet by providing a series of blessings, a word which means “happy.” This
contrasts with the usual words given by the Old Testament prophets who announced a series of
curses and woes against those who refused to follow God. Jesus came to announce that the kingdom
of heaven is at hand, and this is what the kingdom looks like. Therefore, it is important to recognize
that the Sermon on the Mount is not a list of new things that people have to do in order to be right
with God, but rather it is a list of defining qualities of people who have been transformed by God.

Jesus is redefining the blessed life. Think about how these traits contrast how the world defines
blessing. Someone living the blessed life:

1. Is poor in spirit, meaning humble which leads a person to recognize their spiritual need for
God.

2. Mourns, meaning they recognize that this world is not their home and looks to God for
comfort.

3. Exhibits gentleness, meaning they don’t have to be aggressive to get things done because their
heart is established in Christ’s power.

4. Hungers and thirsts for righteousness meaning they prioritize eternal things over finite
satisfaction in the world.

5. Shows mercy, because they were offered mercy themselves through the forgiveness given
them by God and can extend it to others.

6. Is pure in heart, meaning they are not entangled with the evil ways of the world including
lying, deceiving and manipulating people in order to get their own way.

7. Is a peacemaker, not just someone who tries to keep the peace at all costs. They actively seek
peaceful solutions even in difficult situations which forces them to rely upon God more deeply.

8. Endures persecution with a vision toward eternity knowing that it is better to suffer than to
succumb to temptation to compromise.

9. Endures insult because of their proclamation of truth (Word of God) just like happened to the
prophets.

In summary, Jesus raised the bar of understanding to show the people that righteousness was not a
bunch of behaviors that came by trying harder, but rather were qualities of the heart that were only
possible through God’s transforming power. These nine traits are the result of being born from
above (John 3:3). Instead of being depressed that we can never be this good, Jesus delivered this
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sermon in order to invite us into a new way of life. This new way of life recognizes that our self-
righteousness is as filthy rags before the LORD (Isaiah 64:6). We must come to the place where we
receive Christ’s righteousness into our hearts as a substitute for our former way of life (Romans
3:21-22).

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. How do you respond internally when you read the Sermon on the Mount? Does it feel like another
list of impossible feats that you must accomplish in order to win God’s favor? Or, have you
responded to Jesus’ invitation to life in the kingdom (where He is the King of your heart), and the
Sermon on the Mount is a reflection of the work that He is doing in your life? If your response is
more the former, that this is another list of impossible feats, you can turn to God in prayer and ask
Him to give you His life from above and so be born anew.

2. In the first reading we read about how God appointed an angel to “seal” a group of Jews during
the end times in order to protect them from the events that were going to unfold as described in the
seven seals of Revelation. In what ways are you already “sealed” by God through your faith in Jesus
Christ?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/110115.cfm

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

I know someone that has been a Christian for a very long time while a certain uncle of hers was
resistant to believing in Jesus Christ right up until near the end of his life. As he grew older, he
steadfastly refused to bow his knee to Jesus Christ although almost everyone around him were
followers of Jesus including his niece who told me the story, and her husband was a pastor. One
night he went to bed expecting to awaken the next morning just like every other day. However, God
had a different plan for him. As I was a new believer in Jesus Christ myself when I heard this story I
remember how it profoundly impacted me as I listened with baited breath about what was going to
happen next. The next morning when the man arose and looked at himself in the mirror, he found a
depression in the bone of his forehead in the shape of a cross. He instantly recognized this as a
miracle as a seal of God calling him to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ which he quickly obeyed.
As others encountered him throughout the last years of his life, he testified of God’s grace in
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marking him in this unique way such that he could no longer deny the one and only Savior Jesus
Christ. This marking remained on his forehead for the rest of his life as a seal or marking of him as a
follower of Jesus Christ. This week we will read about how God will in some future day “seal” a
group of Jews in order to protect them from the wrath of the Antichrist who like many others before
him will persecute God’s chosen people.

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 5-18-2014

Christians t

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 5-18-2014. This week we open with a reading from Acts
and then return to our study on First Peter. Then we conclude with a Gospel lesson from John 14. As
I write this, I am preparing to travel to France with a group of students to experience the culture
there for the next two weeks. From there I am visiting an aunt and uncle in Belgium, the uncle that
has spent his life researching the Church and as a professor at the American University of Leuven.

The first reading is from Acts 6. Here we see how God put it into the hearts of the disciples to
organize the early church by dividing the duties among serving and preaching.

1 Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint arose on the
part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows were being
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overlooked in the daily serving of food. 2 So the twelve summoned the congregation of the
disciples and said, “It is not desirable for us to neglect the word of God in order to serve
tables. 3 “Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of
the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task. 4 “But we will devote
ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 The statement found approval with the
whole congregation; and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch. 6 And
these they brought before the apostles; and after praying, they laid their hands on them. 7
The word of God kept on spreading; and the number of the disciples continued to increase
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were becoming obedient to the faith.
(Acts 6:1-7)

First, note that Stephan, one of the man who was selected to serve was martyred in the very next
chapter because of his powerful speech to the unbelieving Jews. A point that can be observed is
although believers may have specific, non-ministry roles all of us are called to give testimony for
Jesus. Saint Peter said, in the context of enduring suffering Christian testimony, “but sanctify Christ
as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an
account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence” (1 Peter 3:15). Second, note
that the disciples prayed for God’s confirmation and blessing upon their decision (v. 6). Prayer is an
essential first step when making decisions of any kind, but especially those dealing with the
organization and carrying out of God’s ministry. Finally, note that “a great many of the priests were
becoming obedient to the faith” (v.7). Though many of the Jews rejected Christ, God reached many
of the Jewish leaders in order to rapidly build His Church (v. 7, “The word of God kept on
spreading”). This conversion led to the priesthood of all believers, a mystery that we will see was
revealed in the second reading from today.

Moving onto the second reading, we return to the Book of First Peter. The context of the message is
persecution of believers. Here we see the mystery of the priesthood of all believers revealed,
through the symbolism of stone building blocks with Jesus as the Chief Cornerstone, the One Whom
the builders, aka the Jews, rejected.

4 And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and
precious in the sight of God, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual
house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ. 6 For this is contained in Scripture: “BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A
PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE
DISAPPOINTED.” 7 This precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for those who
disbelieve, “THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE VERY
CORNER stone,” 8 and, “A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE”; for they
stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also
appointed. 9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A
PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him
who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;( 1 Peter 2:4-9)
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The main idea from this text is that God is building His Church out of precious building blocks of
people, the foremost of whom is Jesus Christ, the “living stone which has been rejected by men” (v.
4). This Church is made up of spiritual stones (believers) all of whom are priests in the eyes of God
(v. 9), since the Jewish Levitical priesthood has passed away. Jesus is our High Priest (Hebrews
4:14), the only mediator between us and God (1 Timothy 2:5, the byline of this ministry). Jesus is of
the line of Melchizedek (Hebrews 7:17), not the line of Aaron that has passed away. One of the
reasons that Stephen was stoned after his appointment in Acts 6 that we read in the first reading
was because of his teaching about the passing away of the Old Testament Levitical priesthood. We
can celebrate the fact that Jesus’ priesthood will never pass away, and that we join with Him as
spiritual priests for His service.

The main theme of the Book of First Peter that was have studied over the past several weeks has
been the suffering of believers. The Gospel reading today provides some insights into things that
believers can look forward to in order to endure suffering in their daily lives. The Gospel lesson this
week is from John Chapter 14. This is one of those sections of Scripture about which we say, “if they
were written in detail, I suppose that even the world itself would not contain the books that would be
written” (John 21:25). This contains some of the richest teaching from Jesus of anywhere in the New
Testament. As you read take note of repeated words and phrases which provide indications of the
subjects that Jesus emphasized during His message to the disciples in the upper room of the Last
Supper just before He went to Calvary.

1 “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s
house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a
place for you. 3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to
Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way where I am going.”
5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we know the
way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the
Father but through Me. 7 If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from
now on you know Him, and have seen Him.” 8 Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father,
and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have
not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say,
‘Show us the Father’? 10 “Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in
Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in
Me does His works. 11 Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise
believe because of the works themselves. 12 Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me,
the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to
the Father.” (John 14:1-12)

This section is unique in that it contained two sets of repeated words and phrases each of which was
repeated three times. First, Jesus emphasized His divinity by using the phrase “I am” three times, a
phrase that appeared throughout John’s Gospel just before Jesus gave himself to the people to be
crucified for the sins of the world. The disciples would have recognized this phrase as a strong
statement of divinity. Although their eyes were blinded to the reality of the events that Jesus
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predicted concerning His death and resurrection, they would later remember this event after he rose
from the dead. No one used this phrase about himself unless they were God. Second, Jesus repeated
the phrase “believe in Me” three times during his final message to His disciples on that last Passover
meal with them. As in any Bible study, repeated words provide an insight into the subject that was
being emphasized by the Gospel writer under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:21). In the
case the big idea of the message was that because Jesus is God the world is to believe in Him.

As we said in the introduction, entire collections of books could be written about this section, even
about just a single verse. Let’s consider a portion of one verse in detail, something that spoke
particularly to us as we studied Jesus’ message. Verse 3 provided several powerful insights into not
only Jesus’ mission and how He served us, and a glimpse into our future with Him.

3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I
am, there you may be also.

Jesus said:

“If.” Jesus had the choice to either follow the will of the Father, or to forsake the eventual
suffering and just save Himself. Jesus said in Luke, “Father, if You are willing, remove this
cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done” (Luke 22:42). Jesus chose suffering and
death for us. Saint Paul said, “Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:8).

“I go.” Nobody else could go to redeem us from our sin, Jesus had to go for us as a substitute,
the perfect lamb of God. Saint Peter said, “and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the
cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were
healed” (1 Peter 2:24). Jesus said in verse six that He was the only to God for us. “I am the
way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.”

“to prepare a place.” Jesus went to heaven with a mission to prepare a place for us to come
to, either when we die or when He comes to gather His church (1 Thessalonians 4:17). Jesus
was a carpenter, but the city to which He went to prepare was most likely a heavenly place,
the “New Jerusalem” referred to in several places in the Bible including Galatians 4:26,
Hebrews 11:10, Hebrews 12:22-24, Hebrews 13:14), but it is most fully described in
Revelation 21. John spoke in the Book of Revelation about this glorious place, “And I saw the
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride
adorned for her husband” Revelation 21:2)

“for you.” Jesus died for us because “all of us have sinned and fallen short of the glory of
God” (Romans 3:23). “The penalty for our sins is death” (Romans 6:23a) but because Jesus
gave Himself for us “the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans
6:23b). We can’t do anything to earn it. Paul said, “For by grace you have been saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one
may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).
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“I will come again.” Jesus is going to come again. First, He will come to gather His church,
first the saints that have already died, and then those that remain. Second, Jesus will return
to pass judgment upon entire earth. Paul said about this first event:

“14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those
who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we
who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen
asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who
are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord “(1 Thessalonians 4:14-17)

John said about this second event:

“11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are a flame of
fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one
knows except Himself. 13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called
The Word of God. 14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and
clean, were following Him on white horses. 15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that
with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He
treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty” (Revelation 19:11-15).

As believers in the risen Jesus Christ our Lord, we can be comforted by the fact that we are in
the first group. We are of those who will be met by Jesus when we die (John 14:3), or are
taken by Him (1 Thessalonians 4:17).

As we conclude the study for the Mass this week, let’s focus upon something that Jesus said in the
Gospel. Our Lord said, “I will come again and receive you to Myself” (John 14:3). The first Person
that we see after we die will be Jesus Christ Himself! What a comfort this can be to us as we journey
through difficult days “topside,” as I like to say.

Have a great week.
Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. People around us, even those that go to church, have many different beliefs about how people get
to God when they die. Some believe that they must be a good person, follow the Golden Rule
(Matthew 7:12), and be something like at least 51 percent good and no more than 49 percent bad.
What did Jesus say was the only true way to come to God? Using what you learned today, write a
paragraph about how you would lovingly explain to someone holding a false belief about how to
make it to heaven.

2. You read a verse in Revelation 21 about the New Jerusalem (Rev 21:2). That chapter contains
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many comforting verses to believers in Jesus regarding the place Jesus is preparing for us and the
way in which God will comfort us after our trials here on earth. Read that entire chapter of
Revelation and answer the following question.

How did the study of Revelation 21 provide you with a blessing as promised by God in
Revelation 1:3, “blessed are those who read this Book”?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.uscch.org/bible/readings/051814.cfm

First Reading ACTS 6:1-7

Acts 6:1-7 NAS95 1 Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint arose on the
part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows were being overlooked in the
daily serving of food. 2 So the twelve summoned the congregation of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable
for us to neglect the word of God in order to serve tables. 3 “Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven
men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task. 4 “But we
will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 The statement found approval with the
whole congregation; and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus,
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch. 6 And these they brought before the
apostles; and after praying, they laid their hands on them. 7 The word of God kept on spreading; and the
number of the disciples continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were
becoming obedient to the faith.

Second Reading 1 PT 2:4-9

1 Peter 2:4-9 NAS95 4 And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice
and precious in the sight of God, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For this is contained in
Scripture: “BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND HE WHO
BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.” 7 This precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for
those who disbelieve, “THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE VERY CORNER
stone,” 8 and, “A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE”; for they stumble because they are
disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed. 9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal
PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the
excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

Gospel Reading N 14:1-12

John 14:1-12 NAS95 1 “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 “In My Father’s
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house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3
“If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you
may be also. 4 “And you know the way where I am going.” 5 Thomas *said to Him, “Lord, we do not know
where You are going, how do we know the way?” 6 Jesus *said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the
life; no one comes to the Father but through Me. 7 “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father
also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him.” 8 Philip *said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it
is enough for us.” 9 Jesus *said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me,
Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 “Do you not
believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own
initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works. 11 “Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father
is in Me; otherwise believe because of the works themselves. 12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in
Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.

Source(s):
Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Palm Sunday 4-13-2014

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 4-13-2014 - Palm Sunday. This week we open with the
first reading, which is the procession of the palms. Then we move to the Old Testament reading that
gives us a glimpse of the Suffering Servant, the Messiah. The New Testament reading shows the
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humility of Jesus, who came to fulfill the Old Testament prophecy of the Messiah having to suffer.
Finally, we conclude with the Gospel account of Jesus’ passion, our Messiah, Who paid the penalty
for our sin.

The Gospel reading of the procession of the palms is from Matthew 21. This is Saint Matthew’s
telling of the preparation and Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. As you read, imagine that you
were a believing Jew among the crowd and spread your own palm branches on the road for the King.

1 When they had approached Jerusalem and had come to Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives,
then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and
immediately you will find a donkey tied there and a colt with her; untie them and bring them
to Me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord has need of them,” and
immediately he will send them.” 4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the
prophet: 5 “SAY TO THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, ‘BEHOLD YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU,
GENTLE, AND MOUNTED ON A DONKEY, EVEN ON A COLT, THE FOAL OF A BEAST OF
BURDEN." 6 The disciples went and did just as Jesus had instructed them, 7 and brought the
donkey and the colt, and laid their coats on them; and He sat on the coats. 8 Most of the
crowd spread their coats in the road, and others were cutting branches from the trees and
spreading them in the road. 9 The crowds going ahead of Him, and those who followed, were
shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David; BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF
THE LORD; Hosanna in the highest!” 10 When He had entered Jerusalem, all the city was
stirred, saying, “Who is this?” 11 And the crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus,
from Nazareth in Galilee.” (Matthew 21:1-11)

The time around Passover was a season of messianic expectancy, and there were many pilgrims in
the city for the celebration. Certainly, Jesus’ raising of Lazarus from the dead that we read last week
would have played into His sudden popularity and for the people’s desire to see Him. In messianic
form, Jesus directed His disciples with exact precision, and when they followed His orders,
everything worked out exactly as Jesus had said. Jesus asserted His authority over Jerusalem by
riding into the city on a donkey, not a might stallion as would have been done by kings. Notice how
precisely Jesus fulfilled the Prophet Zechariah’s prophesy, that called for both a donkey and the colt
of a donkey (Zechariah 9:9). Evidently, according to Saint Matthew’s narrative, Jesus rode on the
colt and the donkey (it’s mother) walked alongside.

The procession of the palms dealt with Jesus’ first coming. As we look forward to the celebration of
Jesus’ resurrection on Easter Sunday, let’s study Jesus’ second coming. The Book of Revelation
revealed some of the details about Jesus’ physical return to the earth at the end of the Great
Tribulation period. Jesus entered Jerusalem during His First Advent on a donkey. Read what the
Scripture says about how He will return the second time.

11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called
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Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are a flame of
fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one
knows except Himself. 13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called
The Word of God. 14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and
clean, were following Him on white horses. 15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that
with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He
treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. 16 And on His robe and on His
thigh He has a name written, “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” (Revelation
19:11-16).

Jesus came the first time as a humble, unblemished Lamb (Revelation 13:8). However, Jesus will
return the second time as the glorious Lion of the Tribe of Judah (Revelation 5:5). He will return as
the Almighty Warrior on a white horse, not a donkey as happened the first time. At His First Coming,
many people missed His appearance. According to John, at His Second Coming He will not be
missed. John said, “BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even
those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen”
(Rev 1:7). When the “King of Kings and Lord of Lords” (v.16b) returns, He will come in judgment to
a people living “as in the days of Noah” (Matthew 24:37) expecting things to continue as they always
have in the past. Since God has given us this warning, we must ask ourselves “How now shall we
live?” While ignorance seems to be bliss, it does not lead to eternal life.

This Sunday as we celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entrance in Jerusalem at His First Advent, we can
celebrate that we are among those that did, in a sense, welcome Jesus to Jerusalem as King of Kings
and Lord of Lords. We can celebrate that we are not among those who missed His first coming. As
we hold our palms, we can proudly celebrate our belief that King Jesus will one day return to the
earth he created. In our waving of the palms, we can lift them up as white flags of surrender to the
King who deserves our whole lives.

The Old Testament reading at the Mass is from Isaiah 50. We see that God judged Israel’s sinfulness,
but then also provided a way for salvation in this prediction of the Messiah.

1 Thus says the LORD, “Where is the certificate of divorce By which I have sent your mother
away? Or to whom of My creditors did I sell you? Behold, you were sold for your iniquities,
And for your transgressions your mother was sent away. 2 Why was there no man when I
came? When I called, why was there none to answer? Is My hand so short that it cannot
ransom? Or have I no power to deliver? Behold, I dry up the sea with My rebuke, I make the
rivers a wilderness; Their fish stink for lack of water And die of thirst. 3 I clothe the heavens
with blackness And make sackcloth their covering.” 4 The Lord GOD has given Me the tongue
of disciples, That I may know how to sustain the weary one with a word. He awakens Me
morning by morning, He awakens My ear to listen as a disciple. 5 The Lord GOD has opened
My ear; And I was not disobedient Nor did I turn back. 6 I gave My back to those who strike
Me, And My cheeks to those who pluck out the beard; I did not cover My face from
humiliation and spitting. 7 For the Lord GOD helps Me, Therefore, I am not disgraced;
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Therefore, I have set My face like flint, And I know that I will not be ashamed. 8 He who
vindicates Me is near; Who will contend with Me? Let us stand up to each other; Who has a
case against Me? Let him draw near to Me. 9 Behold, the Lord GOD helps Me; Who is he who
condemns Me? Behold, they will all wear out like a garment; The moth will eat them. 10 Who
is among you that fears the LORD, That obeys the voice of His servant, That walks in
darkness and has no light? Let him trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his God. 11
Behold, all you who kindle a fire, Who encircle yourselves with firebrands, Walk in the light of
your fire And among the brands you have set ablaze. This you will have from My hand: you
will lie down in torment. (Isaiah 50:1-11)

The first section talks about God’s discipline on the northern tribes of Israel (verses1-3). The picture
that these verse paint is one of temporarily setting aside this group of God’s chosen people until they
come to believe in God’s sending of the Messiah. The prophecy shifts to the personalization of the
Messiah’s suffering, which is known as Good Friday (verses 4-9). The proper response is seen in
verse 10: “Who is among you that fears the LORD, That obeys the voice of His servant, That walks in
darkness and has no light? Let him trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his God.” This is
the crux of the matter that all people will have to resolve. In what or in whom do we trust? Our own
fires that we ourselves kindle or the fire that God sets in our heart to believe in Jesus the Messiah?

Later in the Gospel lesson, we will read about the fulfillment of the suffering of God’s servant (Is.
50:6 “scourged” and “spat upon”) in great detail. The predicted suffering from Isaiah is also the
backdrop for the New Testament reading, which was probably sung as a hymn in the early Church
about the great lengths that Jesus went to in order to fulfill the Father’s plan for our salvation.

The second reading is from Philippians 2:6-11:

6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be
grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the
likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason also, God highly
exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at the
name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father. (Philippians 2:6-11)

This passage continues the sharp contrast that the Bible portrays between Jesus’ first Advent and
His second coming. The first advent He came as a humble servant. In this act of the incarnation and
His death, He not only served His Father, but he served us. Humankind was in desperate need of a
Savior, owing a sin debt beyond the ability to repay. So He became the suffering Servant “for the joy
set before Him” (Hebrews 12:2), paying our debt on the cross. By being obedient to the Father, He
will come again in exaltation and power (as we saw in Revelation earlier). The second coming will be
very different from the first Advent. In addition to every eye seeing his second coming, this passage
informs us that every knee will bow, voluntarily or involuntarily. The choice is ours to make. We can
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voluntarily bow our knee to the Messiah now, or we can harden our hearts against Him, only to
involuntarily bow when He returns.

The Gospel Reading is Matthew’s account of the passion, which includes the betrayal, arrest, trial,
torture, humiliation, crucifixion and burial of Jesus:

14 Then one of the twelve, named Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15 and said, “What
are you willing to give me to betray Him to you?” And they weighed out thirty pieces of silver
to him. 16 From then on he began looking for a good opportunity to betray Jesus. 17 Now on
the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where do You want
us to prepare for You to eat the Passover?” 18 And He said, “Go into the city to a certain man,
and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, “My time is near; I am to keep the Passover at your house
with My disciples.””” 19 The disciples did as Jesus had directed them; and they prepared the
Passover. 20 Now when evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the twelve
disciples. 21 As they were eating, He said, “Truly I say to you that one of you will betray Me.”
22 Being deeply grieved, they each one began to say to Him, “Surely not I, Lord?” 23 And He
answered, “He who dipped his hand with Me in the bowl is the one who will betray Me. 24
“The Son of Man is to go, just as it is written of Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of
Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born.” 25 And
Judas, who was betraying Him, said, “Surely it is not I, Rabbi?” Jesus said to him, “You have
said it yourself.” 26 While they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 27 And when He
had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 28 for
this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins. 29 “But
I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it
new with you in My Father’s kingdom.” 30 After singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount
of Olives. 31 Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of Me this night, for it is
written, ‘I WILL STRIKE DOWN THE SHEPHERD, AND THE SHEEP OF THE FLOCK SHALL
BE SCATTERED.” 32 “But after I have been raised, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 33 But
Peter said to Him, “Even though all may fall away because of You, I will never fall away.” 34
Jesus said to him, “Truly I say to you that this very night, before a rooster crows, you will
deny Me three times.” 35 Peter said to Him, “Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny
You.” All the disciples said the same thing too. 36 Then Jesus came with them to a place
called Gethsemane, and said to His disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37
And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and
distressed. 38 Then He said to them, “My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death; remain
here and keep watch with Me.” 39 And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and
prayed, saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as
You will.” 40 And He came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, “So,
you men could not keep watch with Me for one hour? 41 “Keep watching and praying that
you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 He went
away again a second time and prayed, saying, “My Father, if this cannot pass away unless [
drink it, Your will be done.” 43 Again He came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were
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heavy. 44 And He left them again, and went away and prayed a third time, saying the same
thing once more. 45 Then He came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping
and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands
of sinners. 46 “Get up, let us be going; behold, the one who betrays Me is at hand!” 47 While
He was still speaking, behold, Judas, one of the twelve, came up accompanied by a large
crowd with swords and clubs, who came from the chief priests and elders of the people. 48
Now he who was betraying Him gave them a sign, saying, “Whomever I kiss, He is the one;
seize Him.” 49 Immediately Judas went to Jesus and said, “Hail, Rabbi!” and kissed Him. 50
And Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you have come for.” Then they came and laid hands
on Jesus and seized Him. 51 And behold, one of those who were with Jesus reached and drew
out his sword, and struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to
him, “Put your sword back into its place; for all those who take up the sword shall perish by
the sword. 53 “Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at
My disposal more than twelve legions of angels? 54 “How then will the Scriptures be fulfilled,
which say that it must happen this way?” 55 At that time Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you
come out with swords and clubs to arrest Me as you would against a robber? Every day I used
to sit in the temple teaching and you did not seize Me. 56 “But all this has taken place to
fulfill the Scriptures of the prophets.” Then all the disciples left Him and fled. 57 Those who
had seized Jesus led Him away to Caiaphas, the high priest, where the scribes and the elders
were gathered together. 58 But Peter was following Him at a distance as far as the courtyard
of the high priest, and entered in, and sat down with the officers to see the outcome. 59 Now
the chief priests and the whole Council kept trying to obtain false testimony against Jesus, so
that they might put Him to death. 60 They did not find any, even though many false witnesses
came forward. But later on two came forward, 61 and said, “This man stated, ‘I am able to
destroy the temple of God and to rebuild it in three days."” 62 The high priest stood up and
said to Him, “Do You not answer? What is it that these men are testifying against You?” 63
But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest said to Him, “I adjure You by the living God, that
You tell us whether You are the Christ, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus said to him, “You have said
it yourself; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE
RIGHT HAND OF POWER, and COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN.” 65 Then the high
priest tore his robes and said, “He has blasphemed! What further need do we have of
witnesses? Behold, you have now heard the blasphemy; 66 what do you think?” They
answered, “He deserves death!” 67 Then they spat in His face and beat Him with their fists;
and others slapped Him, 68 and said, “Prophesy to us, You Christ; who is the one who hit
You?” 69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard, and a servant-girl came to him and
said, “You too were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do
not know what you are talking about.” 71 When he had gone out to the gateway, another
servant-girl saw him and said to those who were there, “This man was with Jesus of
Nazareth.” 72 And again he denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man.” 73 A little later
the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Surely you too are one of them; for even the way
you talk gives you away.” 74 Then he began to curse and swear, “I do not know the man!”
And immediately a rooster crowed. 75 And Peter remembered the word which Jesus had said,
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“Before a rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 1
Now when morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred together
against Jesus to put Him to death; 2 and they bound Him, and led Him away and delivered
Him to Pilate the governor. 3 Then when Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that He had been
condemned, he felt remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and
elders, 4 saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” But they said, “What is that to
us? See to that yourself!” 5 And he threw the pieces of silver into the temple sanctuary and
departed; and he went away and hanged himself. 6 The chief priests took the pieces of silver
and said, “It is not lawful to put them into the temple treasury, since it is the price of blood.”
7 And they conferred together and with the money bought the Potter’s Field as a burial place
for strangers. 8 For this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9
Then that which was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “AND THEY TOOK
THE THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER, THE PRICE OF THE ONE WHOSE PRICE HAD BEEN SET
by the sons of Israel; 10 AND THEY GAVE THEM FOR THE POTTER’S FIELD, AS THE LORD
DIRECTED ME.” 11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor questioned Him,
saying, “Are You the King of the Jews?” And Jesus said to him, “It is as you say.” 12 And while
He was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He did not answer. 13 Then Pilate said
to Him, “Do You not hear how many things they testify against You?” 14 And He did not
answer him with regard to even a single charge, so the governor was quite amazed. 15 Now
at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the people any one prisoner whom
they wanted. 16 At that time they were holding a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas. 17 So
when the people gathered together, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release
for you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18 For he knew that because of envy they
had handed Him over. 19 While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent him a
message, saying, “Have nothing to do with that righteous Man; for last night I suffered
greatly in a dream because of Him.” 20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the
crowds to ask for Barabbas and to put Jesus to death. 21 But the governor said to them,
“Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate
said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Crucify
Him!” 23 And he said, “Why, what evil has He done?” But they kept shouting all the more,
saying, “Crucify Him!” 24 When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing, but rather
that a riot was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd, saying, “I
am innocent of this Man’s blood; see to that yourselves.” 25 And all the people said, “His
blood shall be on us and on our children!” 26 Then he released Barabbas for them; but after
having Jesus scourged, he handed Him over to be crucified. 27 Then the soldiers of the
governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole Roman cohort around Him.
28 They stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him. 29 And after twisting together a crown
of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand; and they knelt down before
Him and mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 They spat on Him, and took the
reed and began to beat Him on the head. 31 After they had mocked Him, they took the scarlet
robe off Him and put His own garments back on Him, and led Him away to crucify Him. 32 As
they were coming out, they found a man of Cyrene named Simon, whom they pressed into
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service to bear His cross. 33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha, which means
Place of a Skull, 34 they gave Him wine to drink mixed with gall; and after tasting it, He was
unwilling to drink. 35 And when they had crucified Him, they divided up His garments among
themselves by casting lots. 36 And sitting down, they began to keep watch over Him there. 37
And above His head they put up the charge against Him which read, “THIS IS JESUS THE
KING OF THE JEWS.” 38 At that time two robbers were crucified with Him, one on the right
and one on the left. 39 And those passing by were hurling abuse at Him, wagging their heads
40 and saying, “You who are going to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save
Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41 In the same way the chief
priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking Him and saying, 42 “He saved
others; He cannot save Himself. He is the King of Israel; let Him now come down from the
cross, and we will believe in Him. 43 “HE TRUSTS IN GOD; LET GOD RESCUE Him now, IF
HE DELIGHTS IN HIM; for He said, ‘I am the Son of God."” 44 The robbers who had been
crucified with Him were also insulting Him with the same words. 45 Now from the sixth hour
darkness fell upon all the land until the ninth hour. 46 About the ninth hour Jesus cried out
with a loud voice, saying, “ELI, ELI, LAMA SABACHTHANI?” that is, “MY GOD, MY GOD,
WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?” 47 And some of those who were standing there, when
they heard it, began saying, “This man is calling for Elijah.” 48 Immediately one of them ran,
and taking a sponge, he filled it with sour wine and put it on a reed, and gave Him a drink. 49
But the rest of them said, “Let us see whether Elijah will come to save Him.” 50 And Jesus
cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. 51 And behold, the veil of the
temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth shook and the rocks were split. 52
The tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; 53
and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection they entered the holy city and appeared to
many. 54 Now the centurion, and those who were with him keeping guard over Jesus, when
they saw the earthquake and the things that were happening, became very frightened and
said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” 55 Many women were there looking on from a distance,
who had followed Jesus from Galilee while ministering to Him. 56 Among them was Mary
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of
Zebedee. 57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph,
who himself had also become a disciple of Jesus. 58 This man went to Pilate and asked for the
body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59 And Joseph took the body and
wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out
in the rock; and he rolled a large stone against the entrance of the tomb and went away. 61
And Mary Magdalene was there, and the other Mary, sitting opposite the grave. 62 Now on
the next day, the day after the preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered
together with Pilate, 63 and said, “Sir, we remember that when He was still alive that
deceiver said, ‘After three days I am to rise again.” 64 “Therefore, give orders for the grave to
be made secure until the third day, otherwise His disciples may come and steal Him away and
say to the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,” and the last deception will be worse than the
first.” 65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard; go, make it as secure as you know how.” 66
And they went and made the grave secure, and along with the guard they set a seal on the
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stone. (Matthew 26:14 - 27:66)

Let us pray. Dear God, as we move forward to the Holy Week, please pray that many would hear the
message of the good news of the Gospel. Please pray that their hearts would be opened for them to
be able to receive the gift of Jesus’ sacrifice He made for them. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. The week before Jesus’ crucifixion, the people applauded Him as their Messiah. They probably
thought that Jesus was going to overthrow the Romans and set up His earthly Kingdom. When He
was arrested and tried, the people rejected the concept of a Suffering Servant (Is. 53). They had no
idea the importance of His death as the payment for their sin. Instead, they wanted a Messiah who
would give them political deliverance. We need to learn from their mistake, and ponder whether we
want the real Messiah that God sent (the One who acts for our spiritual deliverance) or do we want a
Messiah of our own making (a powerful ruler who makes our circumstances more comfortable)? He
will one day set the record straight and deliver us from physical oppressors, but now He is working
on our hearts to deliver us from spiritual oppressors.

The question is, will we let Him do this good work in us, or will we reject Him, as the people did
before Pilate, not recognizing His rightful place in our lives?

2. What is one thing from these readings that helps you to trust in how Jesus is working in your life?

3. All of the readings from this week portray a running contrast between Jesus’ first coming and His
second coming. His first Advent already came, but His second coming is yet to happen. How can
bowing your knee to King Jesus now prepare you for the Second coming?

Readings for the Week Palm Sunday

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.uscch.org/bible/readings/041314.cfm

At The Procession With Palms - First Reading MT 21:1-11

Matthew 21:1-11 NAS95 1 When they had approached Jerusalem and had come to Bethphage, at the Mount of
Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you
will find a donkey tied there and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to Me. 3 “If anyone says anything
to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord has need of them,” and immediately he will send them.” 4 This took place to
fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 5 “SAY TO THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, ‘BEHOLD YOUR KING IS
COMING TO YOU, GENTLE, AND MOUNTED ON A DONKEY, EVEN ON A COLT, THE FOAL OF A BEAST OF
BURDEN." 6 The disciples went and did just as Jesus had instructed them, 7 and brought the donkey and the
colt, and laid their coats on them; and He sat on the coats. 8 Most of the crowd spread their coats in the road,
and others were cutting branches from the trees and spreading them in the road. 9 The crowds going ahead of

Page # 32 of 37 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/revelation/


http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/041314.cfm

Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

Him, and those who followed, were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David; BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN
THE NAME OF THE LORD; Hosanna in the highest!” 10 When He had entered Jerusalem, all the city was
stirred, saying, “Who is this?” 11 And the crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in
Galilee.”

At the Mass - First Reading IS 50:4-7 (Plus extra verses for context)

Isaiah 50:1-11 NAS95 1 Thus says the LORD, “Where is the certificate of divorce By which I have sent your
mother away? Or to whom of My creditors did I sell you? Behold, you were sold for your iniquities, And for
your transgressions your mother was sent away. 2 “Why was there no man when I came? When I called, why
was there none to answer? Is My hand so short that it cannot ransom? Or have I no power to deliver? Behold, I
dry up the sea with My rebuke, I make the rivers a wilderness; Their fish stink for lack of water And die of
thirst. 3 “I clothe the heavens with blackness And make sackcloth their covering.” 4 The Lord GOD has given
Me the tongue of disciples, That I may know how to sustain the weary one with a word. He awakens Me
morning by morning, He awakens My ear to listen as a disciple. 5 The Lord GOD has opened My ear; And I was
not disobedient Nor did I turn back. 6 I gave My back to those who strike Me, And My cheeks to those who
pluck out the beard; I did not cover My face from humiliation and spitting. 7 For the Lord GOD helps Me,
Therefore, I am not disgraced; Therefore, I have set My face like flint, And I know that I will not be ashamed. 8
He who vindicates Me is near; Who will contend with Me? Let us stand up to each other; Who has a case
against Me? Let him draw near to Me. 9 Behold, the Lord GOD helps Me; Who is he who condemns Me?
Behold, they will all wear out like a garment; The moth will eat them. 10 Who is among you that fears the
LORD, That obeys the voice of His servant, That walks in darkness and has no light? Let him trust in the name
of the LORD and rely on his God. 11 Behold, all you who kindle a fire, Who encircle yourselves with firebrands,
Walk in the light of your fire And among the brands you have set ablaze. This you will have from My hand: you
will lie down in torment.

Second Reading PHIL 2:6-11

Philippians 2:6-11 NAS95 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a
thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness
of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name
which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.

Gospel Reading MT 26:14-27:66

Matthew 26:14 - 27:66 NAS95 14 Then one of the twelve, named Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15
and said, “What are you willing to give me to betray Him to you?” And they weighed out thirty pieces of silver
to him. 16 From then on he began looking for a good opportunity to betray Jesus. 17 Now on the first day of
Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where do You want us to prepare for You to eat the
Passover?” 18 And He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, “My time is
near; I am to keep the Passover at your house with My disciples.”’” 19 The disciples did as Jesus had directed
them; and they prepared the Passover. 20 Now when evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the
twelve disciples. 21 As they were eating, He said, “Truly I say to you that one of you will betray Me.” 22 Being
deeply grieved, they each one began to say to Him, “Surely not I, Lord?” 23 And He answered, “He who dipped
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his hand with Me in the bowl is the one who will betray Me. 24 “The Son of Man is to go, just as it is written of
Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had
not been born.” 25 And Judas, who was betraying Him, said, “Surely it is not I, Rabbi?” Jesus said to him, “You
have said it yourself.” 26 While they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 27 And when He had taken a cup and given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is
poured out for many for forgiveness of sins. 29 “But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from
now on until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.” 30 After singing a hymn, they
went out to the Mount of Olives. 31 Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of Me this night,
for it is written, ‘I WILL STRIKE DOWN THE SHEPHERD, AND THE SHEEP OF THE FLOCK SHALL BE
SCATTERED.’ 32 “But after I have been raised, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 33 But Peter said to Him,
“Even though all may fall away because of You, I will never fall away.” 34 Jesus said to him, “Truly I say to you
that this very night, before a rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” 35 Peter said to Him, “Even if I
have to die with You, I will not deny You.” All the disciples said the same thing too. 36 Then Jesus came with
them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to His disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37 And
He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and distressed. 38 Then He said
to them, “My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death; remain here and keep watch with Me.” 39 And He
went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass
from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will.” 40 And He came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and said
to Peter, “So, you men could not keep watch with Me for one hour? 41 “Keep watching and praying that you
may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 He went away again a second
time and prayed, saying, “My Father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Your will be done.” 43 Again He
came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 And He left them again, and went away and
prayed a third time, saying the same thing once more. 45 Then He came to the disciples and said to them, “Are
you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands
of sinners. 46 “Get up, let us be going; behold, the one who betrays Me is at hand!” 47 While He was still
speaking, behold, Judas, one of the twelve, came up accompanied by a large crowd with swords and clubs, who
came from the chief priests and elders of the people. 48 Now he who was betraying Him gave them a sign,
saying, “Whomever I kiss, He is the one; seize Him.” 49 Immediately Judas went to Jesus and said, “Hail,
Rabbi!” and kissed Him. 50 And Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you have come for.” Then they came and
laid hands on Jesus and seized Him. 51 And behold, one of those who were with Jesus reached and drew out
his sword, and struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your
sword back into its place; for all those who take up the sword shall perish by the sword. 53 “Or do you think
that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels?
54 “How then will the Scriptures be fulfilled, which say that it must happen this way?” 55 At that time Jesus
said to the crowds, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest Me as you would against a robber?
Every day I used to sit in the temple teaching and you did not seize Me. 56 “But all this has taken place to
fulfill the Scriptures of the prophets.” Then all the disciples left Him and fled. 57 Those who had seized Jesus
led Him away to Caiaphas, the high priest, where the scribes and the elders were gathered together. 58 But
Peter was following Him at a distance as far as the courtyard of the high priest, and entered in, and sat down
with the officers to see the outcome. 59 Now the chief priests and the whole Council kept trying to obtain false
testimony against Jesus, so that they might put Him to death. 60 They did not find any, even though many false
witnesses came forward. But later on two came forward, 61 and said, “This man stated, ‘I am able to destroy
the temple of God and to rebuild it in three days.'” 62 The high priest stood up and said to Him, “Do You not
answer? What is it that these men are testifying against You?” 63 But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest
said to Him, “I adjure You by the living God, that You tell us whether You are the Christ, the Son of God.” 64
Jesus said to him, “You have said it yourself; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see THE SON OF MAN
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SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER, and COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN.” 65 Then the high
priest tore his robes and said, “He has blasphemed! What further need do we have of witnesses? Behold, you
have now heard the blasphemy; 66 what do you think?” They answered, “He deserves death!” 67 Then they
spat in His face and beat Him with their fists; and others slapped Him, 68 and said, “Prophesy to us, You
Christ; who is the one who hit You?” 69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard, and a servant-girl
came to him and said, “You too were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do
not know what you are talking about.” 71 When he had gone out to the gateway, another servant-girl saw him
and said to those who were there, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 72 And again he denied it with an
oath, “I do not know the man.” 73 A little later the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Surely you too are
one of them; for even the way you talk gives you away.” 74 Then he began to curse and swear, “I do not know
the man!” And immediately a rooster crowed. 75 And Peter remembered the word which Jesus had said,
“Before a rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 1 Now when
morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred together against Jesus to put Him to
death; 2 and they bound Him, and led Him away and delivered Him to Pilate the governor. 3 Then when Judas,
who had betrayed Him, saw that He had been condemned, he felt remorse and returned the thirty pieces of
silver to the chief priests and elders, 4 saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” But they said,
“What is that to us? See to that yourself!” 5 And he threw the pieces of silver into the temple sanctuary and
departed; and he went away and hanged himself. 6 The chief priests took the pieces of silver and said, “It is
not lawful to put them into the temple treasury, since it is the price of blood.” 7 And they conferred together
and with the money bought the Potter’s Field as a burial place for strangers. 8 For this reason that field has
been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then that which was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was
fulfilled: “AND THEY TOOK THE THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER, THE PRICE OF THE ONE WHOSE PRICE HAD
BEEN SET by the sons of Israel; 10 AND THEY GAVE THEM FOR THE POTTER'’S FIELD, AS THE LORD
DIRECTED ME.” 11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor questioned Him, saying, “Are You
the King of the Jews?” And Jesus said to him, “It is as you say.” 12 And while He was being accused by the
chief priests and elders, He did not answer. 13 Then Pilate said to Him, “Do You not hear how many things
they testify against You?” 14 And He did not answer him with regard to even a single charge, so the governor
was quite amazed. 15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the people any one
prisoner whom they wanted. 16 At that time they were holding a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas. 17 So
when the people gathered together, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you? Barabbas,
or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18 For he knew that because of envy they had handed Him over. 19 While he
was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent him a message, saying, “Have nothing to do with that righteous
Man; for last night I suffered greatly in a dream because of Him.” 20 But the chief priests and the elders
persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to put Jesus to death. 21 But the governor said to them, “Which
of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to them, “Then what
shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Crucify Him!” 23 And he said, “Why, what evil has
He done?” But they kept shouting all the more, saying, “Crucify Him!” 24 When Pilate saw that he was
accomplishing nothing, but rather that a riot was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the
crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this Man’s blood; see to that yourselves.” 25 And all the people said, “His
blood shall be on us and on our children!” 26 Then he released Barabbas for them; but after having Jesus
scourged, he handed Him over to be crucified. 27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the
Praetorium and gathered the whole Roman cohort around Him. 28 They stripped Him and put a scarlet robe
on Him. 29 And after twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand;
and they knelt down before Him and mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 They spat on Him, and
took the reed and began to beat Him on the head. 31 After they had mocked Him, they took the scarlet robe off
Him and put His own garments back on Him, and led Him away to crucify Him. 32 As they were coming out,
they found a man of Cyrene named Simon, whom they pressed into service to bear His cross. 33 And when
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they came to a place called Golgotha, which means Place of a Skull, 34 they gave Him wine to drink mixed
with gall; and after tasting it, He was unwilling to drink. 35 And when they had crucified Him, they divided up
His garments among themselves by casting lots. 36 And sitting down, they began to keep watch over Him
there. 37 And above His head they put up the charge against Him which read, “THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF
THE JEWS.” 38 At that time two robbers were crucified with Him, one on the right and one on the left. 39 And
those passing by were hurling abuse at Him, wagging their heads 40 and saying, “You who are going to
destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come down from the
cross.” 41 In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking Him and
saying, 42 “He saved others; He cannot save Himself. He is the King of Israel; let Him now come down from
the cross, and we will believe in Him. 43 “HE TRUSTS IN GOD; LET GOD RESCUE Him now, IF HE
DELIGHTS IN HIM; for He said, ‘T am the Son of God.'” 44 The robbers who had been crucified with Him were
also insulting Him with the same words. 45 Now from the sixth hour darkness fell upon all the land until the
ninth hour. 46 About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “ELI, ELI, LAMA
SABACHTHANI?” that is, “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?” 47 And some of those who
were standing there, when they heard it, began saying, “This man is calling for Elijah.” 48 Immediately one of
them ran, and taking a sponge, he filled it with sour wine and put it on a reed, and gave Him a drink. 49 But
the rest of them said, “Let us see whether Elijah will come to save Him.” 50 And Jesus cried out again with a
loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. 51 And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom;
and the earth shook and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who
had fallen asleep were raised; 53 and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection they entered the holy city
and appeared to many. 54 Now the centurion, and those who were with him keeping guard over Jesus, when
they saw the earthquake and the things that were happening, became very frightened and said, “Truly this was
the Son of God!” 55 Many women were there looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee
while ministering to Him. 56 Among them was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph,
and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea,
named Joseph, who himself had also become a disciple of Jesus. 58 This man went to Pilate and asked for the
body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59 And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean
linen cloth, 60 and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock; and he rolled a large stone
against the entrance of the tomb and went away. 61 And Mary Magdalene was there, and the other Mary,
sitting opposite the grave. 62 Now on the next day, the day after the preparation, the chief priests and the
Pharisees gathered together with Pilate, 63 and said, “Sir, we remember that when He was still alive that
deceiver said, ‘After three days I am to rise again.” 64 “Therefore, give orders for the grave to be made secure
until the third day, otherwise His disciples may come and steal Him away and say to the people, ‘He has risen
from the dead,’ and the last deception will be worse than the first.” 65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard;
go, make it as secure as you know how.” 66 And they went and made the grave secure, and along with the
guard they set a seal on the stone.
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