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Sunday Mass Study Notes for Sunday
12-18-2016

This week as we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ like last week we will be
studying some important prophetic voices from the Old Testament. We will also be reading from the
Gospel of Saint Matthew to hear how he confirmed that the coming birth of Jesus would fulfil these
predictions made centuries earlier.

Introduction to the First Reading:

Before we turn to the first reading from Chapter 7 in Isaiah it’s important for us to explain the
personality of King Ahaz, the King of the Southern Tribe of Judah, about whom Isaiah will be
speaking. Ahaz was son of King Jotham, the latter whom was a godly ruler of Judah. King Ahaz came
into power when he was 20 years of age and he went bad immediately at the beginning of his reign.  
Second Chronicles provides an important insight into the personality of the King. “But he walked in
the ways of the kings of Israel; he also made molten images for the Baals” (2 Chronicles 28:2). Not
only was Ahaz an idolater who caused the circulation of idols to the god Baal, but he even burned his
own children as sacrifices to false gods. The Scripture said, “But he walked in the way of the kings of
Israel, and even made his son pass through the fire, according to the abominations of the nations
whom the LORD had driven out from before the sons of Israel” (2 Kings 16:3). He went from bad to
worse after the attack of the King of Assyria who had already overtaken the Northern Tribes.

20 So Tilgath-pilneser king of Assyria came against him and afflicted him instead of strengthening
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him. 21 Although Ahaz took a portion out of the house of the LORD and out of the palace of the king
and of the princes, and gave it to the king of Assyria, it did not help him. 22 Now in the time of his
distress this same King Ahaz became yet more unfaithful to the LORD. 23 For he sacrificed to the
gods of Damascus which had defeated him, and said, “Because the gods of the kings of Aram helped
them, I will sacrifice to them that they may help me.” But they became the downfall of him and all
Israel. (2 Chronicles 28:20-23)

As if that wasn’t bad enough, Ahaz then went on to block the entrance to the temple in order to
prevent the true worship of God (2 Chronicles 28:25). King Ahaz started out bad and continued in his
ungodly rule until the very end of his life without ever having a change of heart and repenting of his
sin. It’s with this understanding of the king that we turn to the text of the first reading from Isaiah.

First Reading:

10 Then the LORD spoke again to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign for yourself from the LORD your God;
make it deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, nor will I test the LORD!”
13 Then he said, “Listen now, O house of David! Is it too slight a thing for you to try the patience of
men, that you will try the patience of my God as well? 14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a
sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel. Isaiah
7:10-14

The Lord gave King Ahaz the opportunity to trust in Him by asking for a sign. Instead of asking for a
sign, King Ahaz spoke out of the pride and self-reliance of his heart, which displeased the Lord. God
had given him an invitation and he refused to accept it. This “tried” the patience of the Lord because
he persisted in his independence and refused to trust in God’s provision of a sign to assure him. God
used this event of obstinate disobedience to foretell of Messiah. This prophecy was ultimately
fulfilled through the birth of Jesus by the Virgin Mary.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

Because the Gospel reading relates to the prophecy of Isaiah from the first reading we will consider
that passage next. This reading is from the first chapter of the Gospel of Saint Matthew.

Gospel Reading:

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows. When His mother Mary had been betrothed to
Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. 19 And Joseph
her husband, being a righteous man, and not wanting to disgrace her, desired to put her away
secretly. 20 But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for that which has
been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 “And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name
Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins.” 22 Now all this took place that what was
spoken by the Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled, saying, 23 “BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass  Published by Christians for Christ Ministries.  We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures.  “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

   Page # 3 of 25  Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/prophecy/

SHALL BE WITH CHILD, AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME
IMMANUEL,” which translated means, “GOD WITH US.” 24 And Joseph arose from his sleep, and
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took her as his wife, 25 and kept her a virgin until
she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus. (Matthew 1:18-25)

While many of us are already familiar with the narrative concerning the birth of Jesus, this passage
highlights important truths for our lives. First, Saint Matthew brought out the fact that Jesus was
born not through natural human relations but through the supernatural working of the Holy Spirit.
This is important because since God is without sin this was the only means by which the sinless God-
Man could come into the world. Second, since the virgin birth was a fulfillment of biblical prophecy
we can trust other prophecies that speak to areas of our life and ministry. This includes things like
how the second coming of the Lord will play out, how the world will be eventually unified under
Jesus’ earthly reign. Third, Jesus was sent to save His people from their sins. This is God’s special
invitation to counteract the destructive nature of sin in order to stand before a Holy God and not be
rejected at the judgment. This is not only “a” plan for salvation, it is “the” plan. Jesus said, “I am the
Way, the Truth, and the Life, no man comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6).

Matthew’s Gospel also brings out an important prophetic fulfillment regarding the title of Jesus as
Immanuel. This title means “God with us” which is an important relationship aspect of the Messiah’s
advent. The Messiah reveals the heart of God as One who lives among us. The implications of Jesus
being called Immanuel are twofold. First, Jesus came so that we might come to the Father through
Him. Second Jesus moved into the neighborhood to stay in order to show us God’s love so that we
might live eternally with Him. Christianity is the only belief system that purports that God became a
man and died for our sins. That is the powerful implication of Immanuel, God with us.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

In the second reading from Romans, Saint Paul also confirmed the fulfillment of the Old Testament
prophecies regarding Jesus. While these are introductory remarks and salutations, there are many
meaningful truths contained here.

Second Reading:

1 Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 which
He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning His Son, who
was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh, 4 who was declared the Son of God with
power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5
through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among
all the Gentiles, for His name’s sake, 6 among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ; 7 to all
who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 1:1-7)

It would be easy to read this passage casually and gloss over the deep insights, but Paul confirmed
the following truths about Jesus and His people.
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Jesus birth and ministry was predicted by Old Testament Scriptures (v.2).1.
Jesus would be born in the line of King David as to his earthly genealogy (v.3).2.
He would be the Son of God and as God would have the power to be resurrected from the dead3.
(v.4a), and be filled with the Holy Spirit (v.4a).
He would be perfectly holy (v.4b).4.
He would be the Lord of the Church.5.
All grace would flow through Jesus (v.5)6.
Jesus would establish the apostles of the church, including Paul (v.5).7.
His Church would bring about obedience and faith (v.5).8.
Paul’s ministry would extend to the Gentiles (v.5).9.
All believers would be called “saints” and, like the apostles, called out to ministry (v.7).10.

Saint Paul knew Jesus in a multi-faceted way, which should be a model for us as followers of Him
today. Most importantly, we need to recognize Jesus as the Son of God who was raised from the dead
and lived a holy life through the power of the Holy Spirit so that we can receive His grace. Receiving
His grace means that I am now in good favor with the Father and I am declared righteous.

 

Reflection Questions

1. Review the list above from the second reading in Romans 1 about Jesus. Choose one point and
think about how this truth affects your life.

2. What difference does it make to you to know that Jesus is Immanuel, “God with us”?
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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 1-24-2016. This week we open with a reading from the
Book of Nehemiah in which we learn about rebuilding of the people of God through their learning
from the Word of God. Then we move to the second reading from Saint Paul in which we learn about
spiritual gifts distributed among members of the church. Finally, we close with a reading from Luke
in which we see Jesus quoting from the Prophet Isaiah in fulfillment of this Old Testament prophet’s
writings about Jesus.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from the Book of Nehemiah that concerns itself with the rebuilding of the temple
and the restoration of the people following their exile to Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar. During
their 70 year exile from the land there was a change of world powers from Babylon to Medo/Persia
under the reign of King Cyrus. The return to Jerusalem happened in three waves beginning with
Zerubbabel as chronicled in Ezra chapters 1 – 6. The second wave was led by Ezra as described in
Ezra 7 – 10. The third and final wave was led by Nehemiah as described in Nehemiah chapters 1 – 3.
Nehemiah was concerned primarily with the rapid rebuilding of the wall of the city that he
accomplished against the greatest of odds in just 52 days. We have to remember that in the ancient
near east the city wall formed an extremely important physical barrier in the city but also an import
cultural and psychological foundation. The city gate was where information was passed to the
people, judgments were held, and various goods moved in and out of the city. This city gates were
the choke points through which every important thing passed into the city, whether food,
information, or important (or not) people.

There are three topics to keep in mind while reading the chronicles of Nehemiah (and Ezra). First is
the city of God, meaning Jerusalem. Second is the people of God, the Jews. Third is the Word of God.
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Today’s reading is concerning that last topic, as the context of the reading is the restoration of the
Scriptures to the people after the restoration of wall of Jerusalem. At this early stage of the
restoration of the people to the city, the spiritual lives of the people were in shambles after an entire
generation had passed since their captivity in Babylon. As the next generation prepared to resume
their lives in the Promised Land, they found the homeland physically broken and spiritually void.
Nehemiah, the man of God, after successfully directing the people in the rebuilding the city walls,
gathered the people together to hear Ezra cast a vision for the spiritual rebuilding of the people
(Nehemiah 7:5). Ezra was a priest who returned with Zerubbabel (Nehemiah 12:1).

First Reading:

Nehemiah 8:1-10 NAS95 1 And all the people gathered as one man at the square which was in front
of the Water Gate, and they asked Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses which the
LORD had given to Israel. 2 Then Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly of men,
women and all who could listen with understanding, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 He read
from it before the square which was in front of the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in
the presence of men and women, those who could understand; and all the people were attentive to
the book of the law. 4 Ezra the scribe stood at a wooden podium which they had made for the
purpose. And beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right
hand; and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah  and Meshullam on his
left hand. 5 Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people for he was standing above all the
people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6 Then Ezra blessed the LORD the great
God. And all the people answered, “Amen, Amen!” while lifting up their hands; then they bowed low
and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin,
Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites,
explained the law to the people while the people remained in their place. 8 They read from the book,
from the law of God, translating to give the sense so that they understood the reading. 9 Then
Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the
people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all
the people were weeping when they heard the words of the law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go, eat of
the fat, drink of the sweet, and send portions to him who has nothing prepared; for this day is holy to
our Lord. Do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”

After the rebuilding of the wall around the city of God, Nehemiah gathered the people of God to
learn from the reading of the Word of God. During their seventy-year captivity, the reading of the
Word was scarce. As Ezra began the reading of the Word, the people instinctively responded in
unison by worshiping the LORD “with their faces to the ground” (v. 6). As the Levites (priests of
God) read the Word they also explained it to the people (v. 8). The people began weeping during the
preaching of the Word of God (v. 9) to which the leaders responded by declaring the day as a
celebration and one on which they were not to be grieved for “the joy of the LORD is [their]
strength” (v. 10).
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The people experienced conviction brought about by the Word of God as the priests and Levites
explained it to them. This was a very good sign that after their long stay in Babylon that the Word
still had this effect upon their hearts. The Book of Ecclesiastes tell us that there is time for
everything, “There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a time for every event under
heaven– A time to give birth and a time to die; A time to plant and a time to uproot what is planted”
and on it goes (Ecclesiastes 3:1-2). There was indeed a time for mourning as God convicted the
people of their sin, and it was a good sign that this indeed happened during the reading and
explanation of the Word. However, as the day progressed the leaders realized that the time for
mourning had ended and instead called the people to celebrate the victory that God had given them.

In the introduction, we mentioned how there were three themes in the Ezra / Nehemiah chronicles
including the City of God, the people of God, and the Word of God. As Christians, our identity isn’t
tied to the City of God (Jerusalem) as was (and is) the Jews. Instead, our identity as the people of
God is closely tied to our relationship with the incarnate Word of God, the Lord Jesus Christ. In
John’s Gospel Jesus told us that He went aware to “prepare a place for us” (John 14:3). The Book of
Revelation describes this place as the New Jerusalem, a heavenly city built by God that will one day
descend from heaven and be presented to the people of God. John said, “And I saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband”
(Revelation 21:2). This eternal city, with gates that will never be destroyed is what Jesus is preparing
for us now. At the closing of the age of the people of God will inherit the City of God prepared by the
Word of God.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The second reading is from Saint Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. Paul opened this chapter
with a clear explanation of his purpose by saying, “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not
want you to be unaware” (1 Corinthians 12:1). First Paul explained there the variety of spiritual gifts
that God distributed among the people, next he moved in today’s reading to explain their purpose.

Second Reading:

1 Corinthians 12:12-31 NAS95 12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all
the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit
we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all
made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body is not one member, but many. 15 If the foot says,
“Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason any the less a part of
the body. 16 And if the ear says, “Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body,” it is not for
this reason any the less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the
hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But now God has
placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. 19 If they were all one
member, where would the body be? 20 But now there are many members, but one body. 21 And the
eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; or again the head to the feet, “I have no need of
you.” 22 On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker
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are necessary; 23 and those members of the body which we deem less honorable, on these we
bestow more abundant honor, and our less presentable members become much more presentable,
24 whereas our more presentable members have no need of it. But God has so composed the body,
giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked, 25 so that there may be no division in the
body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member suffers,
all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 27 Now
you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the church, first
apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps,
administrations, various kinds of tongues. 29 All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are
they? All are not teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they? 30 All do not have
gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they? 31
But earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show you a still more excellent way.

The big idea in the reading is that God distributes spiritual gifts among the members of the church,
the body of Christ, in diverse ways in order to accomplish His purposes. Each of members of the
church are to use their diverse gifts for the building up of the church, the body of Christ. Christians
are not to boast about their particular gifts but rather are to cooperate with each other in the body
of Christ much in the way that the parts of the body work together. Since each person’s abilities are
gifts given by God, they are not to boast about the gift that was given to them as if it were somehow
superior to the gifting of another church member. For example, the gift of helps is in no way inferior
to someone having the gift of hospitality.

The second concept in the reading beginning in verse 28 is the organization of the church by God in
order to take maximum advantage of the “gift mix” in the church. God has ordained specific gifts
within the organization of the local church such a way as to make the church most effective. When
Paul describes the gift of tongues in the church this was most likely what we call a “sign gift”
operational in the early church in which certain people were given divine, prophetic utterance which
could only be understood by someone with the corresponding gift of interpretation. “Prophecy” in
the early church included both foretelling (telling the future) as well as forth telling (exclaiming
existing prophecy or Scripture), although the former seems to have gradually ceased in the ages
since the beginning of the church age. Some possibly had both the gift of tongues and of
interpretation. Additionally, we know that during Pentecost in Acts 2:6 we know that when God
poured out His Holy Spirit on the first group of church members they spoke in tongues that the
surrounding people heard in their own languages. Regardless of the nature of the gift being
described by Paul here in First Corinthians, the gift was one that enriched the churched and helped
it to accomplish God’s specific purposes in the particular era. It’s should not be surprising to us to
find giving modern believers different gift mixes in order to accomplish His purposes in our era.

A proper understanding of today’s reading is paramount to a proper functioning church today.
Although God distributes spiritual gifts as He sees fit, each person is to utilize their gifts to the
maximum advantage of the church. They are not to boast about the superiority of their gift either
vocally or in their hearts as to think of themselves as superior. As Paul closed the reading in verse
31 he mentioned “And I show you a still more excellent way” just before he launches into his
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teaching of the superiority of love over all of the gifts. He said, “If I have the gift of prophecy, and
know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not
have love, I am nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:2). If we maintain the bond of love at the center of having
hearts of service for the Lord, we will automatically use our spiritual gifts for the maximum
advantage of the church.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The Gospel reading is from the Book of Luke. It opens with a statement of Luke’s purpose and then
moves to chapter four in which we find Jesus teaching in the synagogue in His home village of
Nazareth north of Jerusalem not far from the Sea of Galilee.

When Isaiah wrote his Book, all of the events concerning Jesus were yet future. Yet in this section in
Saint Luke Jesus quoted from Isaiah and said that a portion of it was being fulfilled at that very
instant. However, Jesus stopped his quote exactly at that point at which the prophetic timetable
turned to events concerning His Second Coming.

The context of the reading today from Luke Chapter 4 is that Jesus is just beginning His ministry and
He had returned to His home town of Nazareth.  This reading is just after Jesus’ baptism. Read the
text from Saint Luke and carefully note Jesus’ quotation from Isaiah that is marked in all CAPITAL
LETTERS.

Gospel Reading:

Luke 1:1-4 NAS95 1 In as much as many have undertaken to compile an account of the things
accomplished among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the beginning
were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, 3 it seemed fitting for me as well, having investigated
everything carefully from the beginning, to write it out for you in consecutive order, most excellent
Theophilus; 4 so that you may know the exact truth about the things you have been taught.

 

Luke 4:15-21 NAS95 15 And He began teaching in their synagogues and was praised by all. 16 And
He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His custom, He entered the
synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read. 17 And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed
to Him. And He opened the book and found the place where it was written, 18 “THE SPIRIT OF THE
LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE
HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE
BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, 19 TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR
OF THE LORD.” 20 And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat down; and the
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And He began to say to them, “Today this
Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

In this section of Luke, Jesus quoted from Isaiah 61:1-2a but stopped short of the concluding portion
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of Isaiah 61:2.  Verse two, with the section highlighted that Jesus omitted from Isaiah, said “To
proclaim the favorable year of the LORD, And the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all
who mourn.”  Jesus said in verse 21b of Luke 4, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing” (v.21b).  It’s very significant that Jesus stopped where he did when he was quoting from
Isaiah because it is important to understand the distinction between the purpose of His First Coming
and of His second coming. We live in the “pause” between the First and Second Coming of Christ.
This era allows us time to choose to embrace the favor of the Lord (grace) through faith. The next
era, though, will usher in the day of “vengeance of our God.” Who can stand in the midst of Him
setting the record straight? None of us has a chance outside of God’s wonderful provision through
the death of His Son, Jesus at His first coming. Understanding this distinction will make it possible
to properly understand the prophetic writings of the Old Testament.  It also helps to interpret the
future events in the Book of Revelation including the purpose of the Great Tribulation period that we
discussed in a previous issue.

What’s the importance of the Gospel reading for your life as a believer in Jesus Christ?  First, we can
trust the Old Testament prophecies concerning Jesus’ First Coming because we can read about the
facts of their fulfillment in the New Testament.  Second, since we can trust the prophecies about
Jesus’ First Advent we can trust those about His Second Coming.  Jesus’ Second coming is when the
believing world will realize the wonderful promises from God including restoration of the world to its
pre-fallen, sinless condition.  The Prophet Isaiah said, “And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, And
the leopard will lie down with the kid, And the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; And a
little boy will lead them” (Isaiah 11:6). We have hope that Jesus’ Millennial Kingdom will be a world
of universal peace.  This promise should motivate us to reach out to those in our community who
don’t know Jesus Christ personally.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1.  In the second reading, Paul provided a list of spiritual gifts distributed among the body of Christ.
Read the following two verses from the reading.

28 And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues. 29 All are not
apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? All are not teachers, are they? All are not workers
of miracles, are they? 30 All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do
they? All do not interpret, do they?

Do you find any of the unique abilities that God has given you listed among this list? In what ways do
you serve the body of Christ with your gift? If your spiritual gift is not on the list, what is it? In what
ways do you serve the church (meaning all believers, not just the local church) through the use of
your gift?

2. In what ways do you feel yourself inclined to see your spiritual gifts as superior to the gifts of
another person? How does having a proper understanding of the reading from Corinthians help you
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to reevaluate this belief?

Readings for the Week  

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/012416.cfm

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at:  http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 7-12-2015

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 7-12-2015. This week we open with Amos 7: 12-15 as
Amos, a simple farmer, is called by God to prophesy in Israel.   Then we move to Ephesians 1:3-14
where Paul explains all the blessings that are available to those who are in Christ.  Finally we
conclude with Mark 6: 7-13.  Here Jesus sends out His disciples to minister and instructs them to
trust God for their daily needs as they call people to repentance.

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/012416.cfm
http://www.biblegateway.com/
http://www.lockman.org/
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/weekly-study-notes-for-the-sunday-mass/7-12-2015/
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Introduction to the First Reading:

Imagine you are an ordinary farmer, minding your own business, tending your sheep and your
crops.  Suddenly God commands you to go to a neighboring land and pronounce judgment on its
rebellious people. No one wants to be the bearer of bad news.  Yet sometimes God called men to be
prophets, foretelling God’s plan and delivering God’s words of warning and judgment. God’s
intention was never to simply punish people. His ultimate desire was to restore His wayward
children back to Himself. Amos, however, was not a prophet, nor even the son of a prophet.  He was
simply a farmer trying to make a living in Judah during the time of the divided kingdom.

You may remember that the twelve tribes of Israel were divided into two kingdoms due to the sin of
King Solomon.  Ten tribes became the Northern Kingdom and were collectively called Israel.  The
remaining two tribes made up the Southern Kingdom and were known as Judah.  In a strange twist,
God called this farmer from Judah to go to Israel and prophesy against them. 

At first, Amos pronounced God’s judgment on Israel’s enemies.  No one objected to that.  But then
he began to recite the sins of Israel.  Amos first reminded them of all God had done for them.  He
had released them from bondage in Egypt, defeated their enemies, given them land, and raised up
prophets among them. Yet Israel rebelled.  It wasn’t that they had completely forgotten God.  They
still performed their religious rituals.  But while claiming to belong to God, Israel oppressed the
righteous, deprived the poor of justice, worshipped idols, and commanded the prophets not to
prophesy. 

Religious ritual unaccompanied by love for God and concern for the oppressed does not impress
God.     He despised Israel’s religious hypocrisy.  When He used His plumb line (standard of
holiness) to evaluate Israel, her crookedness was revealed.  Amos warned them that God’s judgment
would surely come.  Their king Jeroboam would die by the sword, and Israel would be taken captive
by its enemy.

In the First Reading, Amaziah, a priest of Israel who should have been open to the message of the
Lord, instead commanded Amos to cease prophesying and go home.  Though Amos conceded he was
a farmer and not a prophet, he knew God had called him to prophesy.  He would prove faithful to
that call despite opposition.

First Reading:

Amos 7:12-15 NAS95 12 Then Amaziah said to Amos, “Go, you seer, flee away to the land of
Judah and there eat bread and there do your prophesying! 13 “But no longer prophesy at
Bethel, for it is a sanctuary of the king and a royal residence.” 14 Then Amos replied to
Amaziah, “I am not a prophet, nor am I the son of a prophet; for I am a herdsman and a
grower of sycamore figs. 15 “But the LORD took me from following the flock and the LORD
said to me, ‘Go prophesy to My people Israel.”
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We are prophets in a sense, bringing God’s message of salvation to those around us.  This message
is a mixture of bad news and good news. The wages of our sin is death, St. Paul tells us in Romans
6:23, and if we continue in our rebellion against God, we will surely die.  That is very bad news.   But
the good news is in that same verse: “…the gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
God has called each one of us to bear this news to the whole world.  Will we be faithful to the call?

Introduction to the Second Reading:

I enjoyed visiting Moody Bible Institute in Chicago when my daughter Emily was a student there. 
Because Moody is located near the center of one of the largest cities in America, the security on
campus is tight, especially in the areas where students live and hang out.  Students carry a pass
card that allows them access to all the restricted areas.  I was an outsider there, but as long as I was
with Emily I could enjoy free access to all the college offered:  I could visit the dorms, go to chapel,
attend classes, eat in the cafeteria, and have coffee at Joe’s Coffee Shop.  Nothing was kept from me
as long as I was with Emily.  Without her, I would be on the outside separated from the rich
experience Moody offers. I could claim no right to these blessings.  But as long as I was with her, all
the blessings that were hers were mine, too.

Abundant blessing and privilege exists in the spiritual realm, but in ourselves, we have no right to
it.  Without Christ, we are on the outside and without hope.  In the Second Reading Paul tells the
church in Ephesus that God’s plan from the foundation of the world was to include them (and us) in
these great blessings. 

As you read the Second Reading, notice the richness of these spiritual blessings which can be ours in
abundance.  Note the words every, all, riches, lavished, fullness.  Observe the words that indicate
how intentional God was to bless us—He chose us, He predestined us, He purposed, according to the
kind intention of His will.  And notice how many times the words in Christ are used for it is only
through Christ that we have access to His abundant blessings.

Second Reading:

Ephesians 1:3-14 NAS95 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose
us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before
Him. In love 5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself,
according to the kind intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which
He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace 8 which He lavished
on us. In all wisdom and insight 9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, according
to His kind intention which He purposed in Him 10 with a view to an administration
suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things
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in the heavens and things on the earth. In Him 11 also we have obtained an inheritance,
having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of
His will, 12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of
His glory. 13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation–having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14
who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own
possession, to the praise of His glory.

Can you fathom the blessings that are ours in Christ?

                v. 5 adoption as sons – When we trust in Christ and His death on the cross for us, we
become members of God’s family with all the rights and privileges of adult sons.

                v. 7 redemption through His blood – Redemption has the idea of buying someone from the
slave market and setting them free.  We were slaves to sin, but God paid the price for us by sending
Jesus to die in our place.  He has purchased us with His blood and set us free to serve Him.

                v. 7 the forgiveness of our trespasses – We don’t deserve forgiveness, but this is evidence
of His abundant grace which He lavishes upon us.

                v. 11 an inheritance – This is ours because in Christ we have been made a child of God. 
This inheritance, St. Peter explains in 1 Peter 1:4, “is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade
away, reserved in heaven for you.”

                v. 13 sealed with the Holy Spirit –We are sealed in Christ by the Holy Spirit who comes to
live in every believer.  Our position in Christ is secure.  

St. Paul explains the pass card that gives us access to God’s abundant blessings:

“…after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation–having also believed, you
were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance,
with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.” (Ephesians
1:13-14)

 

We hear the message of salvation, we believe it, and are saved and sealed in Christ by the Holy
Spirit. Christ’s standing before God is our standing, His inheritance is our inheritance, and His
riches are our riches.  God lavished them on us, because we are in Christ.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

Jesus sent out the 12 disciples two by two as His representatives and under His authority.  Their
mission was a spiritual one.  They would be taking the good news of Jesus to the lost.  Naturally



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass  Published by Christians for Christ Ministries.  We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures.  “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

   Page # 15 of 25  Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/prophecy/

Satan and his demons would be opposing them at every turn, but Jesus gave his disciples power over
these dark spiritual forces.

The disciples were to take nothing for their journey—no food, money, or extra clothing. 
Commentators have posed three reasons for what seems to us a strange command.  First, extra
possessions are an encumbrance.  We have probably all experienced times when, instead of owning
our possessions, they owned us.  Our possessions require care and maintenance, consuming time
and money and distracting us from more important matters of life.  Are my possessions being used to
serve God or are they distracting me from ministry?  The disciples were to take nothing extra that
could encumber them.

Second, the disciples were to go out in complete dependence on God’s power and provision.  One of
the hallmarks of Jesus’ life on earth was that He lived in complete dependence upon the Father (John
5:19, 5:30, 7:16).  The disciples were to do likewise, depending on God for their daily provisions.

And third, Jesus established the principle that the minister of God is to be supported by the people to
whom he ministers.  It was appropriate for the disciples to enjoy the hospitality and provision of the
ones who were receiving the blessings of their ministry.

If a city or household rejected the disciples and their message, the disciples were to shake the dust
off the soles of their feet as they left.  Jews sometimes shook the dust off their clothing when
returning from Gentile lands as a sign of contempt.* When the disciples did it, it was a sign of
judgment.  The disciples’ message of salvation was often accompanied by miracles.  Rejecting the
message in the face of supernatural authentication indicated an intractable heart.  Those who
rejected the disciples were ultimately rejecting the One who sent them.  And when people reject
Jesus, they are rejecting the only provision for their sin.  By shaking the dust off their feet, the
disciples were communicating a warning: We offered you what you needed for salvation, but you
turned it down.  The responsibility for your sins remains on your shoulders.  Judgment is coming. We
have nothing more to offer you. 

It is a moment none of us would want to face.  And we don’t have to if we repent and believe.

*https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/reformation-study-bible/Matt.10.14-Matt.10.15

Gospel Reading:

Mark 6:7-13 NAS95 7 And He summoned the twelve and began to send them out in pairs,
and gave them authority over the unclean spirits; 8 and He instructed them that they
should take nothing for their journey, except a mere staff–no bread, no bag, no money in
their belt– 9 but to wear sandals; and He added, “Do not put on two tunics.” 10 And He said
to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave town. 11 Any place that
does not receive you or listen to you, as you go out from there, shake the dust off the soles
of your feet for a testimony against them.” 12 They went out and preached that men should
repent. 13 And they were casting out many demons and were anointing with oil many sick

https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/reformation-study-bible/Matt.10.14-Matt.10.15
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people and healing them.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. Which of the blessings listed in Ephesians 1 are you most thankful for and why?

2.  If God were to send you out to minister, which of your possessions would be most difficult to
leave behind?  What could you do this week to decrease your attachment to things and increase your
dependence upon God?

Readings for the Week  

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/071215.cfm   

First Reading  AM 7:12-15

Second Reading EPH 1:3-14

Gospel Reading MK 6:7-13

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at:  http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 5-4-2014

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/071215.cfm
http://www.biblegateway.com/
http://www.lockman.org/
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/weekly-study-notes-for-the-sunday-mass/5-4-2014/
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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 5-4-2014. This week, as we did last week, we will open
with the Gospel reading. Then we will move onto the first reading from the Book of Acts and then
close with the continuing study from First Peter.

The Gospel reading is from Chapter 24 of Saint Luke, which recounts the story of two men who met the risen Lord Jesus on the road
to Emmaus, a city located seven miles northwest of Jerusalem. The context of the reading is just hours after Mary Magdalene reported
the news to the disciples that Jesus had risen from the dead. A lot happened in the early hours of that first Easter morning. Mark and
Matthew tell us that Jesus first appeared to Mary Magdalene (Mark 16:9, Matthew 28:9). According to Saint Paul, Jesus appeared to
Peter at some point after Mary (1 Corinthians 15:5), and before the meeting with the eleven disciples, the timing of this appearance to
Peter isn’t known. The next appearance was to the men we will read about in Luke’s account below. Not much is known about the
exact identity of the two men. One of them is named Cleopas, about whom there is a tradition that he was the brother of Joseph, the
husband of Jesus’ mother Mary. The other person wasn’t named.

13 And behold, two of them were going that very day to a village named Emmaus, which was
about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 And they were talking with each other about all these
things which had taken place. 15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus Himself
approached and began traveling with them. 16 But their eyes were prevented from
recognizing Him. 17 And He said to them, “What are these words that you are exchanging
with one another as you are walking?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 One of them,
named Cleopas, answered and said to Him, “Are You the only one visiting Jerusalem and
unaware of the things which have happened here in these days?” 19 And He said to them,
“What things?” And they said to Him, “The things about Jesus the Nazarene, who was a
prophet mighty in deed and word in the sight of God and all the people, 20 and how the chief
priests and our rulers delivered Him to the sentence of death, and crucified Him. 21 But we
were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, it is the
third day since these things happened. 22 But also some women among us amazed us. When
they were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and did not find His body, they came, saying

https://christiansforchrist.com/4-27-2014/
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that they had also seen a vision of angels who said that He was alive. 24 Some of those who
were with us went to the tomb and found it just exactly as the women also had said; but Him
they did not see.” 25 And He said to them, “O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all
that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things
and to enter into His glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He
explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures. 28 And they
approached the village where they were going, and He acted as though He were going
farther. 29 But they urged Him, saying, “Stay with us, for it is getting toward evening, and
the day is now nearly over.” So He went in to stay with them. 30 When He had reclined at the
table with them, He took the bread and blessed it, and breaking it, He began giving it to
them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their
sight. 32 They said to one another, “Were not our hearts burning within us while He was
speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?” 33 And they got
up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found gathered together the eleven and
those who were with them, 34 saying, “The Lord has really risen and has appeared to Simon.”
35 They began to relate their experiences on the road and how He was recognized by them in
the breaking of the bread. (Luke 24:13-35)

The men testified that they knew about the report of the empty tomb (v. 24) and they had heard that
Jesus was alive (v. 23). Somehow, their eyes were blinded to the reality of Jesus walking with them
(v.16). It wasn’t until Jesus ate with them that their eyes were opened to the reality of Jesus’ identity
(v. 31).  Next, they immediately returned from Emmaus to Jerusalem in order to tell the disciples
about their experience with their risen Lord (v. 33). By the time they made it back to Jerusalem it
was Sunday evening. Luke said that the two men found “the eleven” gathered together, but we know
that Thomas wasn’t present and didn’t see the risen Lord Jesus for eight more days (John 20:26).
Possibly Thomas stepped away before the two men arrived, or Luke used the term “the eleven” in a
general sense. Nevertheless, the two testified that Jesus really had risen from the dead, and
confirmed that Peter had also seen Jesus (v.34, 1 Corinthians 15:5). The two men humbly recounted
that it wasn’t until Jesus broke the bread with them that they recognized Him (v.35).

The big ideas behind the Gospel lesson are first, Jesus is alive, and His resurrection was affirmed not
just by his disciples but by others. We can rest in the fact that the biblical account of Jesus’
resurrection is true in part because it includes unflattering details about the behavior of people. The
men on the road to Emmaus didn’t recognize Jesus even though He explained the things concerning
Himself to them (v. 27). Second, Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies concerning His
coming. The Prophets predicted Jesus birth, life, death and resurrection in amazing detail. As a
student of the Bible we have to be willing to admit that prophecy is much easier to interpret after
the predicted events have occurred. When we read the story of the two men on the road to Emmaus,
we know the secret that they didn’t understand until later. The Prophets themselves struggled with
these same things.  Peter said in 1 Peter, just before the section we will be reading later today, “As
to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful
searches and inquiries, seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was
indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow” (1 Peter 1:10-11).
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Because of the complexities and nuances of the prophecies, I have oftentimes wanted to hear Jesus’
explanation of the biblical prophecies to the two men. I have spent many hours pondering the Old
Testament prophecies concerning Jesus with the significant advantage of hindsight of Jesus’ death
and resurrection. However, the men on the road to Emmaus didn’t have the advantage of hindsight,
their minds were buzzing with the events of the past several days (vv. 18-24). Finally, since the
prophecies fulfilled concerning of the coming of the Lord Jesus are true, we can trust in the future
fulfillment of the prophecies concerning Jesus’ return. We can rest assured that Jesus will gather His
elect when He comes to claim His Church. Paul said, “For if we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus” (1Thessalonians 4:14).

Before we move onto the first reading, let’s briefly look at the conclusion to the story of the two men
on the road to Emmaus. As amazing as the story was about how the two men didn’t recognize Jesus
while they walked all the way to Emmaus and began to have dinner with him is what happened next
in the two verses beyond the end of today’s reading.  Luke continued the account of the events that
occurred after the men returned to Jerusalem to testify to the disciples:

36 While they were telling these things, He Himself stood in their midst. 37 But they were
startled and frightened and thought that they were seeing a spirit. 38 And He said to them,
“Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 See My hands and My
feet, that it is I Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you
see that I have.” (Luke 24:35-39)

The closing of this story brings out a fourth theological truth from the lesson. Jesus is alive in the
flesh, not just in the Spirit. In the same way, one day we too will be alive in the flesh. Job said
prophetically in the oldest Book in the Bible, “As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, And at the
last He will take His stand on the earth. Even after my skin is destroyed, Yet from my flesh I shall
see God; Whom I myself shall behold, And whom my eyes will see and not another. My heart faints
within me!” (Job 19:25-27). We can rejoice in the fact that one day we will receive a glorified body
similar to Jesus (1 John 3:2). Beyond that, the whole world will pass away and be restored to a new,
beautiful creation (Revelation 21:1).

As we leave the Gospel lesson and move onto the first reading, we return to Acts Chapter Two and
the era of the newborn Church. Peter, the uncontested leader of the Faith, set up boldly fulfilling
Jesus’ commandment to build His Church (Matthew 28:16-20). The context of the passage occurs 40
days after Jesus’ resurrection. He was with his disciples, now called “apostles” teaching them about
the kingdom of God. At the end of 40 days, Jesus ascended to heaven, leaving them with the charge
to wait in Jerusalem for the power of the Holy Spirit. When the apostles were gathered to celebrate
the Jewish Feast of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came from heaven and gave them the ability to speak
in other known languages for the benefit of proclaiming the truth of the Good news of Jesus’ death
and resurrection. There were many Jews who were in Jerusalem for this festival, and, amazingly
enough; they were able to understand the disciples who were speaking in their native language. It
was a miracle, a sign from God that he was in their midst. But some mocked and said that the men
were drunk. In the confusion of all of this, Peter got up and explained what was happening. As you
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read, take note of the words with capitalized letters, noting that these reflect quotations from the
Old Testament Scriptures. Also remember what you learned from the Gospel lesson in terms of how
Jesus fulfilled so many biblical prophecies.

14 But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them: “Men of
Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you and give heed to my words.

*See Note Below [Omitted verses: 15 “For these men are not drunk, as you suppose,
for it is only the third hour of the day; 16 but this is what was spoken of through the
prophet Joel: 17 ‘AND IT SHALL BE IN THE LAST DAYS,’ God says, ‘THAT I WILL
POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT ON ALL MANKIND; AND YOUR SONS AND YOUR
DAUGHTERS SHALL PROPHESY, AND YOUR YOUNG MEN SHALL SEE VISIONS,
AND YOUR OLD MEN SHALL DREAM DREAMS; 18 EVEN ON MY BONDSLAVES,
BOTH MEN AND WOMEN, I WILL IN THOSE DAYS POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT And
they shall prophesy. 19 ‘AND I WILL GRANT WONDERS IN THE SKY ABOVE AND
SIGNS ON THE EARTH BELOW, BLOOD, AND FIRE, AND VAPOR OF SMOKE. 20
‘THE SUN WILL BE TURNED INTO DARKNESS AND THE MOON INTO BLOOD,
BEFORE THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS DAY OF THE LORD SHALL COME. 21 ‘AND IT
SHALL BE THAT EVERYONE WHO CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE
SAVED.’]

22 “Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God
with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just
as you yourselves know– 23 this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and
foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to
death. 24 But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was
impossible for Him to be held in its power. 25 For David says of Him, ‘I SAW THE LORD
ALWAYS IN MY PRESENCE; FOR HE IS AT MY RIGHT HAND, SO THAT I WILL NOT BE
SHAKEN. 26 ‘THEREFORE MY HEART WAS GLAD AND MY TONGUE EXULTED;
MOREOVER MY FLESH ALSO WILL LIVE IN HOPE; 27 BECAUSE YOU WILL NOT
ABANDON MY SOUL TO HADES, NOR ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO DECAY. 28
‘YOU HAVE MADE KNOWN TO ME THE WAYS OF LIFE; YOU WILL MAKE ME FULL OF
GLADNESS WITH YOUR PRESENCE.’ 29 Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding
the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30
And so, because he was a prophet and knew that GOD HAD SWORN TO HIM WITH AN OATH
TO SEAT one OF HIS DESCENDANTS ON HIS THRONE, 31 he looked ahead and spoke of
the resurrection of the Christ, that HE WAS NEITHER ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID
His flesh SUFFER DECAY. 32 This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses.
33 Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear. 
Acts 2:14-33

Several points arise from the text. First, note that although Peter did present firsthand testimony
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about Jesus resurrection (v.32) he based most of his address on Jesus’ fulfillment of the Old
Testament prophetic Scriptures. This makes sense, since Peter is addressing a primarily Jewish
crowd. He reasoned with them based on their frame of reference for the expectations of the
Messiah. Second, Peter compared the biblical patriarch David with Jesus, saying that King David was
still buried in the famous tomb, but since Jesus rose from the dead there was no such tomb for this
King. To this very day nobody celebrates the burial place of Jesus. Instead, people visit Jerusalem to
view a grave that is very much empty! Third, Peter explained that Jesus was the fulfillment of the
Davidic promises, the One whom God had exalted to His very right hand. This means that Jesus is
exalted by God the Father to a position of the highest possible favor with God, a place of extreme
power and sovereignty. Fourth, Peter’s address was yet another occurrence of the biblical
phenomenon “but God,” something which has vast significance, but especially so in regards to God’s
only means of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. Peter used this phrase (v.24a) just before he
explained the miraculous events that had happened over the course of the past fifty days. The phrase
occurs frequently throughout the Bible. In fact, a search through the Bible reveals that the phrase
occurs at least 42 times, here are some highlights:

“But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle that were with him in the ark”
(Genesis 8:1)
“But God said, ‘No, but Sarah your wife will bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac;
and I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant for his descendants after
him’” (Genesis 17:9)
“But God will redeem my soul from the power of Sheol, For He will receive me” (Psalm 49:15)
“Who can forgive sins, but God alone?” (Luke 5:21c)
“But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible
for Him to be held in its power” (Acts 2:24).

Finally, the text from Saint Peter’s address in the reading today:

Jesus is the Capstone of the “but God” statements in the Bible! But for God’s plan of salvation
through Jesus’ sacrifice once and forever (Hebrews 10:12) all of us would be destined to an eternity
apart from God because of the necessity of the payment of our sin debt to our Holy God (Romans
3:23, Romans 6:23, Matthew 7:19). Let’s pause for a moment and reflect upon some of the “but God”
moments that have occurred in our own lives.

For our context, this passage in the book of Acts brings an important implication of the truth of “but
God” to our lives. One theological truth is that Jesus’ death was not an accident, but was the definite
plan of God. If God was able to use this ultimate injustice to bring about our salvation, isn’t it
possible that He could use unresolved and unjust circumstances in our own lives for his redemptive
purposes? We have a hard time trusting that God can work all things together for good, but this is a
shining example of God’s great ability to turn evil on its head and gain the victory. Let us pray for
God to do this in our own confusing circumstances and insert the mentality of “but God” into our
perspective.
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We conclude the study notes for today with the reading from 1 Peter. Peter addressed some of the
same points that we discussed earlier in his address in the Book of Acts.

17 If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each one’s work,
conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth; 18 knowing that you were
not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited
from your forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the
blood of Christ. 20 For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has
appeared in these last times for the sake of you 21 who through Him are believers in God,
who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. (1
Peter 1:17-21)

First, Peter emphasized the great and eternal value of Jesus’ blood that He shed for us. He said that
we ought to guard our behavior carefully (v. 17) because of the great price that Jesus paid for us
through His blood. God paid a ransom for us (v. 17, “redeemed”), and that price was His Son Jesus.
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall
not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16). Second, Peter affirmed the eternality and glory of Jesus
as the One “foreknown before the foundation of the world” (v. 20a) who made a brief, physical
appearance on earth in order to bring us hope through His resurrection from the dead (v. 20).
Finally, Peter emphasized the necessity of faith for salvation (v. 21). While the Jews exercised faith
through the Old Testament sacrificial system, this verse points out the New Testament
understanding of that system: faith is the basis for reconciliation and relationship with God. As we
saw in the Gospel reading today with the 2 men on the road to Emmaus, even though glimpses of the
way to God had been provided to the Jews through the prophetic Scriptures, it took Jesus to explain
it to them for them to be able to understand. The Jewish sacrificial system prefigured the ultimate
sacrifice of Jesus on the cross at Calvary. Jesus was the Passover Lamb, the one slain since before
the foundation of the world (Revelation 13:8). In the same way that the disciples of Jesus didn’t
understand salvation through His sacrifice, we too require the explanation found in the New
Testament for us to discover the only means of eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ. 

What does all of this mean to you as you walk with Jesus throughout your daily lives? First, but for
God we would still be in our sins and the way to God would be closed. If we live with the truths of
God in mind as we face challenges, we can find delight in them to know that God will work all things
together for our good (Romans 8:28). Second, we must remember that even if men that spent several
years with Jesus, or the Prophets themselves, didn’t immediately understand God’s plan of salvation
through Jesus we too must not expect to become biblical scholars without study and leaning upon
the wisdom of God through the inspired Scriptures. God calls us to study the Bible, for it is “precept
upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, there a little (Isaiah
28:10). It’s okay if we don’t instantaneously comprehend deep insights and chiastic structures in the
Bible! It’s not that we lack information, but that we need to rely upon the Holy Spirit for
interpretation and application.  Jesus said, “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide
you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will
speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come” (John 16:13). The Holy Spirit was the blessing
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that flowed out from God at Pentecost, a gift that put us in a privileged position above the Prophets,
and even the angels (1 Peter 1:12).

 

*The section that was omitted in the reading dealt with Peter’s proclamation that the coming of the
Holy Spirit was a partial fulfillment of the Prophet Joel’s prophecy. Paul also quoted from Joel’s
prophecy when he said in Romans, “anyone who calls upon the Name of the Lord will be saved”
(Romans 10:13).

 

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1.  We noted in the reading from the Book of Acts Peter’s use of the phrase “but God” and followed
up with a challenge to examine your life to recall some of your “but God” moments. We wish to
extend this challenge to you by asking you to pray that God would bring one or two of these
circumstances back to your memory. Share this testimony with someone who you sense may need
your testimony of how God worked in your life.

2.  Spend some time thanking Jesus for being the Lamb of God, redeeming you with His precious
blood. What do you think would be a proper personal response to St. Peter’s challenge to “conduct
yourselves in fear” (“fear” meaning sober reverence for what has been done on your behalf)?

For Further Study

For those that are on Facebook, consider posting a paragraph on the Christians for Christ Facebook
page regarding one of your “but God” moments.  You can find this site online at:

https://www.facebook.com/ChristiansForChristMinistries

Readings for the Week  

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/050414.cfm     

First Reading ACTS 2:14, 22-33 (plus skipped verses)

Acts 2:14-33 NAS95 14 But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them:
“Men of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you and give heed to my words.

https://www.facebook.com/ChristiansForChristMinistries
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/050414.cfm
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15 “For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day; 16 but this is what
was spoken of through the prophet Joel: 17 ‘AND IT SHALL BE IN THE LAST DAYS,’ God says, ‘THAT I WILL
POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT ON ALL MANKIND; AND YOUR SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS SHALL
PROPHESY, AND YOUR YOUNG MEN SHALL SEE VISIONS, AND YOUR OLD MEN SHALL DREAM DREAMS;
18 EVEN ON MY BONDSLAVES, BOTH MEN AND WOMEN, I WILL IN THOSE DAYS POUR FORTH OF MY
SPIRIT And they shall prophesy. 19 ‘AND I WILL GRANT WONDERS IN THE SKY ABOVE AND SIGNS ON THE
EARTH BELOW, BLOOD, AND FIRE, AND VAPOR OF SMOKE. 20 ‘THE SUN WILL BE TURNED INTO
DARKNESS AND THE MOON INTO BLOOD, BEFORE THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS DAY OF THE LORD
SHALL COME. 21 ‘AND IT SHALL BE THAT EVERYONE WHO CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE
SAVED.’

22 “Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and
wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know– 23 this Man,
delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of
godless men and put Him to death. 24 “But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death,
since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power. 25 “For David says of Him, ‘I SAW THE LORD ALWAYS
IN MY PRESENCE; FOR HE IS AT MY RIGHT HAND, SO THAT I WILL NOT BE SHAKEN. 26 ‘THEREFORE
MY HEART WAS GLAD AND MY TONGUE EXULTED; MOREOVER MY FLESH ALSO WILL LIVE IN HOPE; 27
BECAUSE YOU WILL NOT ABANDON MY SOUL TO HADES, NOR ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO
DECAY. 28 ‘YOU HAVE MADE KNOWN TO ME THE WAYS OF LIFE; YOU WILL MAKE ME FULL OF
GLADNESS WITH YOUR PRESENCE.’ 29 “Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch
David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 “And so, because he was a
prophet and knew that GOD HAD SWORN TO HIM WITH AN OATH TO SEAT one OF HIS DESCENDANTS ON
HIS THRONE, 31 he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that HE WAS NEITHER
ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID His flesh SUFFER DECAY. 32 “This Jesus God raised up again, to which
we are all witnesses. 33 “Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear.

Second Reading 1 Peter 1:17-21

1 Peter 1:17-21 NAS95 17 If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each one’s
work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth; 18 knowing that you were not
redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,
19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 20 For He was
foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you 21 who
through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and
hope are in God.

Gospel Reading LK 24:13-35

Luke 24:13-35 NAS95 13 And behold, two of them were going that very day to a village named Emmaus, which
was about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 And they were talking with each other about all these things which
had taken place. 15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus Himself approached and began traveling
with them. 16 But their eyes were prevented from recognizing Him. 17 And He said to them, “What are these
words that you are exchanging with one another as you are walking?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 One
of them, named Cleopas, answered and said to Him, “Are You the only one visiting Jerusalem and unaware of
the things which have happened here in these days?” 19 And He said to them, “What things?” And they said to
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Him, “The things about Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word in the sight of God
and all the people, 20 and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to the sentence of death, and
crucified Him. 21 “But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this,
it is the third day since these things happened. 22 “But also some women among us amazed us. When they
were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and did not find His body, they came, saying that they had also seen
a vision of angels who said that He was alive. 24 “Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found
it just exactly as the women also had said; but Him they did not see.” 25 And He said to them, “O foolish men
and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26 “Was it not necessary for the Christ to
suffer these things and to enter into His glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He
explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures. 28 And they approached the village
where they were going, and He acted as though He were going farther. 29 But they urged Him, saying, “Stay
with us, for it is getting toward evening, and the day is now nearly over.” So He went in to stay with them. 30
When He had reclined at the table with them, He took the bread and blessed it, and breaking it, He began
giving it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their sight.
32 They said to one another, “Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road,
while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?” 33 And they got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem,
and found gathered together the eleven and those who were with them, 34 saying, “The Lord has really risen
and has appeared to Simon.” 35 They began to relate their experiences on the road and how He was
recognized by them in the breaking of the bread.

Source(s):
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