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Mass Study Notes for Sunday 8-24-2014

 

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 8-24-2014. This week we open with the first reading
from Isaiah where we see and explain meanings of the phrase “the key of the house of David.” Then
we move to the second reading from Romans 11 where you will read many additional verses beyond
what was published in the lectionary in order to understand the meaning of God’s Word based on its
context.  Finally, we conclude with the Gospel message from Matthew 16 and study the meaning of a
phrase similar to what we saw in the first reading, “the keys of the kingdom of heaven” in which
Jesus emphasized the importance of Peter as the first among equals of the disciples.

Before we begin, I will briefly review the format and method of these weekly study notes. The format can be understood from the
acronym A-B-C but starting from the “C” and working backwards: context, big idea, and application. First, we provide the full
scriptural context of the text including verses that were omitted in the reading. We also provide the historical context along with the
background and setting of the author. Second, we study the text in light of its historical context to determine the theological big idea.
We develop this in light of a “Christological” focus, that is upon the redemptive message found throughout the Bible of salvation
through faith in Jesus Christ, whether in a future context as in the Old Testament or in a present or historical context as in the New
Testament. We do not rely upon an allegorical interpretation but instead use the historical critical method and refer to the original
languages and parallel passages whenever necessary. Finally, we provide several applications of the text for the present day
Christian. Although there is usually only one main interpretation of the text, there are many possible applications. With these guiding
principles in mind, let’s move onto the first reading.

The first reading is from the Prophet Isaiah. The reading is a parenthesis in Chapter 22, meaning
that it was a pause or temporary transition from the main theme. The theme that Isaiah was
describing in the chapter before this parenthesis was the future destruction of Jerusalem that we
know came over 125 years later in 586 B.C. Isaiah wrote just prior to the destruction of the Northern
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Kingdom by Assyria in 722 B.C. The context of the reading is that an evil man named Shebna, who
was the secretary of the treasury under King Hezekiah, built for himself a royal tomb so that his
name would be remembered after he was dead. Evidently, this Shebna was misappropriating funds
(see 2 Kings 18:18, 19:2, and Isaiah 36:3, 37:2). This reading includes verses 15-18 and verses
24-25, in order for you to read the whole section of Scripture.

15 Thus says the Lord GOD of hosts, “Come, go to this steward, To Shebna, who is in charge
of the royal household, 16 ‘What right do you have here, And whom do you have here, That
you have hewn a tomb for yourself here, You who hew a tomb on the height, You who carve a
resting place for yourself in the rock? 17 Behold, the LORD is about to hurl you headlong, O
man. And He is about to grasp you firmly 18 And roll you tightly like a ball, To be cast into a
vast country; There you will die And there your splendid chariots will be, You shame of your
master’s house.’

19 I will depose you from your office, And I will pull you down from your station. 20 Then it
will come about in that day, That I will summon My servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, 21
And I will clothe him with your tunic And tie your sash securely about him. I will entrust him
with your authority, And he will become a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the
house of Judah. 22 Then I will set the key of the house of David on his shoulder, When he
opens no one will shut, When he shuts no one will open. 23 “I will drive him like a peg in a
firm place, And he will become a throne of glory to his father’s house.

24 So they will hang on him all the glory of his father’s house, offspring and issue, all the
least of vessels, from bowls to all the jars. 25 “In that day,” declares the LORD of hosts, “the
peg driven in a firm place will give way; it will even break off and fall, and the load hanging
on it will be cut off, for the LORD has spoken.” (Isaiah 22:15-25)

God was angry with ungodly Shebna and Isaiah said that he would be deposed (v. 19) and replaced
by godly Eliakim the son of Hilkiah (v. 20). Shebna squandered resources in order to build a tomb to
enthrone his name in history (v. 16). The focus of the reading is upon the great contrast between
Eliakim, a type of Christ, and Shebna, a type of AntiChrist, and by application (and prophesy)
between Christ and the AntiChrist. Remember that a type is when persons (or statements) in the Old
Testament prefigure the person of Jesus Christ in the New Testament. For example, the Prophet
Jonah, who spent three days and nights in the belly of the great fish (Jonah 1:17) was a type of
Christ, in the same way that Jesus spent three days and three nights in the belly of the earth
(Matthew 12:40). Eliakim typified the Person of Jesus Christ (as we see in verses 21-24). Jesus,
Isaiah prophesied, would “be entrusted with authority (v. 21), become a father to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem and to the house of Judah” (v. 21), and possess the “key of the house of David on his
shoulder” (v. 24).

Jesus quoted from this passage, as we will see later in the Gospel lesson when He addressed Peter
after this important disciple had confessed Jesus as the Messiah. There is a parallel between the
trusted servant Eliakim and Peter the disciple of Jesus who came along much later. Both Eliakim and
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Peter were trusted servants, the latter so much so that Jesus said he would build His church upon
him along with the other ten trusted disciples. There are other parallels that exist to the New
Testament. The phrase in verse 22 “the key of the house of David” is very similar to a phrase used in
the Book of Revelation. Saint John, the author of the Book said, “And to the angel of the church in
Philadelphia write: He who is holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will
shut, and who shuts and no one opens, says this” (Revelation 3:7). John said that Jesus was the One
Who “is holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts
and no one opens” (v. 7). Jesus alone holds the keys to the kingdom.

The closing of this section of text is marked by a view of the end time tribulation period in which the
false Christ, the AntiChrist typified by Isaiah as Shebna, will be taken down (v. 25, Revelation
19:19-20). Isaiah said that the AntiChrist, “the peg driven in a firm place will give way; it will even
break off and fall, and the load hanging on it will be cut off” (v. 25). We can trust that the true Jesus
will overcome the false Christ but not until God has tolerated the hardness of almost the entire
world’s heart against believing in the Gospel message.  Though God will speak the Good News to the
world all at the same time through the voice of an angel (Revelation 14:6), precious few will believe.
During the end time period God will call and redeem all of Israel (Romans 11:26).

Something that we can take away from the first reading includes God’s eventual judgment of sin.
Shebna, though he was rich and powerful, was not immune to God’s judgment and the consequences
of trusting in himself to make it through life. This is the essence of what it means to be “anti-
Christ”—having a posture of self-reliance. In contrast, the Christ-follower is one who recognizes his
or her own need for a Savior and invites Jesus into the daily stuff of life in order to let Christ rule
and reign in our hearts.

As we move onto the second reading, we need to include a substantial portion of text before the
reading from the lectionary. The context is Paul’s discussion about the future of Israel. Romans 9
dealt with Israel’s past, Romans 10 with the present (in Paul’s time), and Romans 11 with the future.
As you read this first omitted section (vv. 25-32), keep in mind the study last week regarding the
unfolding of the revelation of the mystery of God’s plan of salvation for the Gentiles.

25 For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery–so that you will not be
wise in your own estimation–that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness
of the Gentiles has come in; 26 and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “THE
DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB.”
27 “THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS.” 28 From the
standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from the standpoint of God’s
choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers; 29 for the gifts and the calling of God are
irrevocable. 30 For just as you once were disobedient to God, but now have been shown
mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so these also now have been disobedient, that
because of the mercy shown to you they also may now be shown mercy. 32 For God has shut
up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy to all.
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Paul said that the reason God allowed the Jews to harden their hearts against the Messiah Jesus was
to allow for the salvation of the Gentiles in the church. Now let’s read the actual second reading.

33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable
are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! 34 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF
THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR? 35 Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM
THAT IT MIGHT BE PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN? 36 For from Him and through Him and to
Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. (Romans 11:33-36)

Paul marveled at the wisdom and knowledge of God (v. 33). How could God tolerate the hard
hearted Jews in order to provide for the salvation of the Gentiles? The ways of God are unfathomable
(v. 33). The implication of this for our own lives is multi-dimensional. As we go through life, there are
so many things that are out of our control that we do not understand. We know that God has the
power to change things—yet, sometimes he doesn’t do things according to what we think is best.
This is the crisis of faith. Will we trust that God is wiser and more knowledgeable than we ourselves
are? Or will we rail at God for being unloving and incompetent in our lives? While God doesn’t cause
evil, He does permit it (as in allowing the hearts of the Jews to be hardened). There is a choice that
each believer in God has to make at some point in their relationship with God: Am I going to trust
God’s ways or am I going to trust in my ways above His ways? Throughout the Bible God uses His
divine agents to accomplish His work, be they angels, prophets, animals, or even people like us. As
we transition to the Gospel lesson, meditate upon the depth of the wisdom of God in the past biblical
record in order to trust Him in the midst of any present-day confusing circumstances for your own
life.

The Gospel reading this week is from Matthew 16. Jesus had just been showing the disciples His
supernatural power through the feeding of the 5,000 and a separate incident of feeding of the 4,000.
After He did this Jesus warned them to beware of “the leaven of the Pharisees” (Matthew 16:11) and
then He traveled with them to the region known as Caesarea Philippi. It is in this region that many
pagans believed was the seat of the underworld, a place where immoral practices were done on a
regular basis to appease the gods out from the “gates of hell.” There were even niches carved out of
the rock cliff in order to display the idols that were worshipped in this area. It is in this ominous and
evil place that Jesus had a valuable lesson to teach His disciples.

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His disciples,
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist;
and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them,
“But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God.” 17 And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and
blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 18 I also say to you that you
are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not
overpower it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on
earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been
loosed in heaven.” 20 Then He warned the disciples that they should tell no one that He was
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the Christ. (Matthew 16:13-20)

In the reading, Jesus clearly emphasized Peter as the foremost among the disciples and this along
with other New Testament readings indicate that this disciple was something like “first among
equals.” Jesus told Peter that He would build His church upon both Peter and his confession of Jesus
as the Christ. As we delve further into the analysis of the reading, we ask our readers to contemplate
how Jesus could lay any authority for giving the Gospel message to the world on anyone, even Peter.
Peter, like many of us, was impulsive and impatient, always wanting to take actions but maybe never
thinking things through as thoroughly as he would later in his life.

Several significant points jump out of the text. First, Peter, the uncontested leader or the disciples,
made the marvelous statement through the help of God the Father that Jesus was indeed the
Messiah (v. 16). Jesus affirmed his confession and went on to elaborate upon Peter’s statement.
What did Jesus mean when He told Peter, “upon this rock I will build my church” (v.18b)? Jesus’
meaning is clear when we look one level deeper into the plain meaning found in the original
language. Peter, whose name in Greek is “Petros”, literally means “rock.” However, the foundation
on which Jesus spoke about building the church is a different Greek word “petra” which means a
mass or rock. In context, what Jesus said was close to this paraphrase: “Simon, I am changing your
name to Petros, and upon this petra (foundational mass of rock) I will build my church.” Jesus said
that He would build His church upon the foundation (petra, meaning mass of rock or many large
rocks), which, in context, is Peter’s confession that Jesus is the Christ. However, Jesus clearly
indicated that Peter was the foremost of these building blocks, the “first among equals.” Peter, with
his heart changed by the Holy Spirit of God so as to confess Jesus as the Christ was the foundation of
the church. Jesus entrusted this authority to him like what we saw with Eliakim in the first reading.
Peter, as first among equals, shared this authority with the other disciples.

Peter clarified this meaning in the Book of First Peter. Peter said, “you also, as living stones, are
being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:5). Although Peter used the word “lithos” for stone, he stated
how the individual stones are built up into a holy priesthood of believers “through Jesus Christ.” The
church is the collection of spiritual rocks that are built on the “petra” or foundation that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of the living God (Matthew 16:16) through whom is the only way to eternal life (John
14:6).

Saint Paul used a similar analogy in explaining how God empowered him as the leader and builder of
the church among the Gentiles (Ephesians 3:1), in the same way that Peter was the builder of the
church among the Jews (Galatians 2:8). Paul said, “According to the grace of God which was given to
me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must
be careful how he builds on it. For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid,
which is Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:10-11). In Ephesians Paul clarified how Jesus intended the
church to interpret this passage by pointing out that our faith has “been built on the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone” (Ephesians 2:20).
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Paul used the symbolism of Jesus as the Rock or foundation in First Corinthians:

1 For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud
and all passed through the sea; 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the
sea; 3 and all ate the same spiritual food; 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they
were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ. (1
Corinthians 10:1-4)

When Paul said the “they were drinking from the spiritual rock” and “the rock was Christ” (v. 4)
both times he used the word “petra.” Jesus was the foundation stone, the One Who provided
sustenance to the Hebrews escaping from the Pharaoh.

Jesus Himself explained the necessity of a sure foundation in Luke Chapter 6:

47 Everyone who comes to Me and hears My words and acts on them, I will show you whom
he is like: 48 he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation on the
rock; and when a flood occurred, the torrent burst against that house and could not shake it,
because it had been well built. 49 But the one who has heard and has not acted accordingly,
is like a man who built a house on the ground without any foundation; and the torrent burst
against it and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great. (Luke 6:47-49)

When Jesus said, “he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation on the rock”
(v. 48) the word in the original was “petra” The giant rock that was rolled to seal Jesus’ tomb was a
“petra” (Matthew 27:60). Peter was one of the foundational stones (the apostles and prophets), but
Jesus is the Chief Cornerstone, the Foundation of the Church. “For this is the will of My Father, that
everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him
up on the last day” (John 6:40).

Second, Jesus said that He “will give you the keys of the kingdom in heaven,” and that whatever he
bound on earth would be bound in heaven and whatever was loosed on earth would be loosed in
heaven. We previously discussed this in the June 29, 2014 edition of Mass Notes. In summary, we
said that the keys of the kingdom is salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.  The binding and
unbinding of sin is found in the gift of faith (Ephesians 2:8-9) when a person comes to the knowledge
of Jesus Christ as their Savior. Peter and the other apostles were being sent out with authority to
preach the Gospel (Matthew 28:18-20), which would be the entry point of faith. In a certain sense,
they were being commissioned to open the doors of the Kingdom of God to others by their obedience
in proclaiming the Good news and making disciples. We then see Peter is Acts 2:14-40 fulfilling this
call by preaching a message of repentance and salvation in Jesus Christ. This is in line with Jesus’
teaching when He said, “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son
will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him” (John 3:36). Later, Jesus instructed the group of
ten disciples (eleven less Thomas) gathered together in the upper room after His resurrection that
anyone who believes in Him through the preaching of the Gospel will be saved. The keys of the
Kingdom were being entrusted to this group of men who had been with Jesus in a personal way.
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They were going to be His hands and feet in the world from now on. And the story of the Gospel
continues to penetrate lives because we are all commissioned to be his ambassadors, representing
God’s love and truth to the world with our lives and our proclamation of the Good news (2
Corinthians 5:20).

Finally, Jesus said, “the gates of Hades will not overpower it” (v. 18c), meaning that all of the evil
will not be able to overcome the God-ordained movement of the church. The church is on the
offensive, storming the “gates of hell” as was so symbolically portrayed by this incident happening at
Caesarea Philippi. This is an important statement that no matter how awful the world may become,
the power of Satan will never destroy God’s church. We can rest in the fact that Jesus has overcome
the world (John 16:33, 1 Corinthians 15:57) and through Him alone we can find the power to
continue His commission of making disciples and teaching (Matthew 28:16-20).

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1.  In the Gospel reading, Jesus asked his disciples a very pointed question: “Who do you say that I
am?” At some point, each of us has to answer this question. How does Peter’s response resonate
with you? Is this the foundation you are building your life on? If so, how does your life reflect this? If
not, what foundation are you building your life on? Would you like Peter’s response to be your
response, too? You can pause and ask God to change the direction of your life so that you can build
on the Chief Cornerstone, Jesus Christ.

2.  In the Gospel lesson Jesus said, “the gates of Hades will not overpower it” (v. 18c), meaning that
all of the evil will not be able to overcome the God-ordained movement of the church. Where do you
see this passage intersecting with your life?

Readings for the Week  

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/082414.cfm     

First Reading  IS 22:19-23

Second Reading ROM 11:33-36

Gospel Reading  MT 16:13-20

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at:  http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/082414.cfm
http://www.biblegateway.com/
http://www.lockman.org/
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Mass Study Notes for Sunday 8-10-2014

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 8-10-2014. This week we open with the first reading
from the Book of First Kings in which Elijah hides in a cave and waits to hear from the voice of God.
Then continue the study in Romans in the second reading and conclude with yet another continuing
study in the Gospel of Matthew in which Jesus and Peter walk on water.

The first reading is from the Book of First Kings where Elijah was fleeing from Queen Jezebel who
had threatened his life (1 Kings 19:1-2) after he had killed the Prophets of Baal at the conclusion of a
contest with them. Elijah had fled first to Beersheba where an angel of the Lord had fed him leading
him on a forty day journey to Mt. Horeb “the mountain of God” (19:8). The reading skipped the
ending of verse 9 and all of verse 10 that provides important contextual information for the eventual
revelation of God’s message to Elijah. Therefore these verses are included in our study.

9 Then he came there to a cave and lodged there; and behold, the word of the LORD came to
him, and He said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He said, “I have been very
zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the sons of Israel have forsaken Your covenant,
torn down Your altars and killed Your prophets with the sword. And I alone am left; and they
seek my life, to take it away.” 11 So He said, “Go forth and stand on the mountain before the
LORD.” And behold, the LORD was passing by! And a great and strong wind was rending the
mountains and breaking in pieces the rocks before the LORD; but the LORD was not in the
wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 After
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the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of a gentle
blowing. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood
in the entrance of the cave. And behold, a voice came to him and said, “What are you doing
here, Elijah?” (1 Kings 19:9-13)

Elijah incorrectly thought that he was the only remaining follower of the Lord (v. 10, “I alone am
left”). God corrected his false belief later in the chapter and told him that seven thousand believers
remained (1 Kings 19:18, see below). It is important to note that Elijah had just come from a very
important spiritual victory. Sometimes after a victory, we can be the most vulnerable. So God, in His
mercy, meets Elijah in his place of need in a cave at Mt. Horeb. This is the same mountain where
God met Moses and gave him the Ten Commandments. Now hundreds of years later Elijah, another
great leader, met God in an unexpected way. God caused the wind, earthquake, and fire, but these
things weren’t His voice. No, these fearful things brought about by the fall of Adam (Genesis 3) were
not the Word of God for which Elijah was waiting, this came in the sound of a “gentle blowing,” or as
rendered in some versions “a tiny whispering sound” (v. 12). When Elijah heard this he knew that
this was God’s voice. This is what Elijah needed to continue on.

Some life lessons through which we can learn from Elijah’s interaction with God as follows, God may
be wanting to get our attention in the same way. First, God may be asking us, “What are you doing
her?” This is a question of purpose, personal meaning and identity. Only God can give us the answer
to this question. Second, God may be telling us where to find Him. In Elijah’s case it was
geographical, however in our case it may be more of a state of our heart, seeking Him where He has
chosen to reveal Himself – His Word, the Bible. Finally, He may be showing us Who He is.
Surprisingly enough, God chose to reveal Himself in a still, small voice. Our world shouts, but God
whispers. What can we do to quiet ourselves and listen?

This is how the story ended with God giving Elijah specific instructions and information.

14 Then he said, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the sons of
Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars and killed Your prophets with the
sword. And I alone am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.” 15 The LORD said to him,
“Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus, and when you have arrived, you shall
anoint Hazael king over Aram; 16 and Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint king over
Israel; and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint as prophet in your
place. 17 “It shall come about, the one who escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall put
to death, and the one who escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall put to death. 18 “Yet I
will leave 7,000 in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal and every mouth that has
not kissed him.” (1 Kings 19:14-18)

Elijah thought that he was alone when in fact God revealed that there were at least 7,000 in Israel
that had remained true to Him.  Oftentimes we may feel all alone as believers in Jesus Christ,
especially when we find ourselves in circumstances around nonbelievers for extended periods of
time.
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As we move to the second reading, Saint Paul likely felt that way as he poured out his heart to his
fellow Jews who stubbornly resisted the Gospel message. The reading this week is a continuation of
the previous weeks study in Romans. Romans chapter 9 through 11 mark a section in which Saint
Paul outlines Israel’s past (chapter 9), present (chapter 11), and future (chapter 12).

1 I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience testifies with me in the Holy
Spirit, 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I
myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen
according to the flesh, 4 who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons, and the
glory and the covenants and the giving of the Law and the temple service and the promises, 5
whose are the fathers, and from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all,
God blessed forever. Amen. (Romans 9:1-5)

The big idea is that Paul was a Jew, “my kinsmen according to the flesh” (v. 3) born into the tribe of
Benjamin (Philippians 3:5) and is greatly distressed that as a Jew his fellow Israelites haven’t
believed in the Messiah Jesus. We can learn several things from this passage. First, may we be
grieved over those we care about who don’t know Jesus Christ. Are we willing to make even minor
sacrifices to reach the lost with the Good News of the Kingdom?  Second, this section about the
Jewish people reminds us that God chose this specific people group to be a blessing to the rest of the
world. It was through the Jews that God established His covenants (relational commitments), gave
the Law (moral, dietary, religious and code of conduct), set up a place and avenue for worship (the
responding to God’s worth), and the promises (God’s record of faithfulness). Their lineage includes
the Patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob), King David, and ultimately Jesus. Finally, Paul emphasis
who the Person of Jesus Christ is: God over all forever praised. This is clear evidence that the early
church had a solid sense of who Christ is (Christology) which includes His deity. His followers
worshiped Him as God, and we would be wise to do the same.

The Gospel lesson is a continuation of the study in previous weeks that began in Matthew with the
Jesus’ parables in Chapter 13. Here Jesus once again proves by performing mighty miracles that He
is God.

22 Immediately He made the disciples get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other
side, while He sent the crowds away. 23 After He had sent the crowds away, He went up on
the mountain by Himself to pray; and when it was evening, He was there alone. 24 But the
boat was already a long distance from the land, battered by the waves; for the wind was
contrary. 25 And in the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea. 26
When the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!”
And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take courage, it
is I; do not be afraid.” 28 Peter said to Him, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You
on the water.” 29 And He said, “Come!” And Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the
water and came toward Jesus. 30 But seeing the wind, he became frightened, and beginning
to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took
hold of him, and said to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into
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the boat, the wind stopped. 33 And those who were in the boat worshiped Him, saying, “You
are certainly God’s Son!” (Matthew 14:22-33)

As we saw the forces of nature in the first reading, the wind and the waves caused a frightful
condition on the lake. This scene then became even more frightening when the disciples saw a man
walking across the water (v. 26), evidently not recognizing the person as Jesus until He called out to
them (v. 27). By this point, similar to what had happened to Elijah, they knew that they had heard
the voice of God (v. 32).

There are actually three miracles in the story. First, Jesus Himself walking on that water (v. 25).
Second, Peter’s walking on the water through Jesus’ power (v. 29). Finally, the calming of both the
wind and the waves (v. 32). Notice how Jesus sought solitude away from the crowds (v. 22). Jesus
often did this right before he performed a might miracle. He did this just before He fed the crowd
that we studied last week. He wanted to be by Himself to pray to His Heavenly Father. This is a good
reminder to us that if Jesus Himself needed to pray, how much more do we need this time with the
Father?

Peter was the disciples with courage. We can sometimes look at this story of Peter sinking in the
water as a show of fear, but he was the only one that got out of the boat! Sometimes God grows our
faith by allowing turbulent circumstances and impossible odds. These are opportunities for us to
turn our attention to Christ and trust Him to provide for us in the midst of the storm. I bet that Peter
had a great time talking about his experience of walking on the water. We too will enjoy talking to
others about how God has enabled us to do what we thought was impossible.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1.  We read in the Gospel lesson how Jesus enabled Peter to walk on water, and also how as Peter’s
faith grew weaker his ability began to fail.  Faith is a key element in accepting God’s empowerment
in our lives. How has God empowered you to “walk on water” in a certain circumstance?

2. In the Gospel lesson, Peter experienced the exhilaration of walking on water holding the hand of
Jesus. If you were going through a time when your faith is being tested, how can Peter’s story of
walking on water encourage you to keep looking to Christ? Second, how might this experience help
you to take a more radical approach in your outreach to the lost in your own life?

Readings for the Week  

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/081014.cfm     

First Reading1 KGS 19:9A, 11-13A

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/081014.cfm
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Second Reading ROM 9:1-5

Gospel Reading MT 14:22-33

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at:  http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 6-29-2014

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 6-29-2014. This week we open with a reading from Acts
12 in which Peter was locked in prison by evil King Herod. Then we move to the second reading from
Saint Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy which is Paul’s last written statement to the world just before
his martyrdom. We conclude with this week’s Gospel lesson in which we will look at Peter’s
confession of Jesus as the much awaited Messiah. We answer the question, what did Jesus mean
when He said, “you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will
not overpower it” (Matthew 16:17)?

 The first reading is from Acts 12 and the context is just after the apostles had heard that the Gospel had gone out to the Gentiles and
that they also were being saved (Acts 11:1). Barnabus had found Saul (Paul) in his hometown of Tarsus (v. 25) and brought him to
Antioch where he spent a year with him there (v. 26). It was in Antioch that Saint Luke reported that the believers were first called

http://www.biblegateway.com/
http://www.lockman.org/
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/weekly-study-notes-for-the-sunday-mass/6-29-2014/
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“Christians” (v. 25), likely a term of derision given to them by the pagans in the region. At the close of the chapter, God revealed
through Agabus that there would be a worldwide famine and subsequently the church in Antioch took up a collection to send to the
“brethren living in Judea” (v. 29). From the end of Chapter 12 Peter’s ministry faded from view and Paul became the prominent leader
of the church whose focus at that point also shifted from the Jews to the Gentiles. Paul later called himself “a prisoner of Christ for the
Gentiles” (Ephesians 3:1) while Peter was the one who had been entrusted with the Gospel to the Jews (Galatians 2:8).

1 Now about that time Herod the king laid hands on some who belonged to the church in
order to mistreat them. 2 And he had James the brother of John put to death with a sword. 3
When he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. Now it was during
the days of Unleavened Bread. 4 When he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering
him to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out
before the people. 5 So Peter was kept in the prison, but prayer for him was being made
fervently by the church to God. 6 On the very night when Herod was about to bring him
forward, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and guards in
front of the door were watching over the prison. 7 And behold, an angel of the Lord suddenly
appeared and a light shone in the cell; and he struck Peter’s side and woke him up, saying,
“Get up quickly.” And his chains fell off his hands. 8 And the angel said to him, “Gird yourself
and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him, “Wrap your cloak around you
and follow me.” 9 And he went out and continued to follow, and he did not know that what
was being done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. 10 When they had
passed the first and second guard, they came to the iron gate that leads into the city, which
opened for them by itself; and they went out and went along one street, and immediately the
angel departed from him. 11 When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I know for sure that
the Lord has sent forth His angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all that
the Jewish people were expecting.” (Acts 12:1-11)

The story revealed how God responded to the prayers of the church (v. 5) in a powerful way in order
to secure Peter’s release from prison. Peter testified that the Lord had sent an angel in order to
rescue him from the King who had just killed his friend and fellow disciple James (v. 2). The events
of that evening were so mystifying to Peter that he wasn’t even sure that they were really happening
(v. 9). It was only after Peter had “[come] to himself” (v. 11) that he realized that his release was had
really occurred.

This story in Acts gives many reasons to fear God, not man. Hebrews 13:6 reminds us, “The Lord is
my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?” When we are in situations where someone in
power is misusing their position in order to try to hurt the cause of Christ, we can have confidence
to stand up for our beliefs and do the right thing, even if we are punished for it. Peter’s life was in
danger and God delivered him. And for some reason, while God spared Peter’s life at that time, He
did not spare James’ life. So we don’t always know the outcome of our faith, but we do know that
God is our helper and we can turn to Him in the midst of our fear and trust Him for the outcome.
Ultimately, evil people are not in control. Even their evil is used by God for His redemptive purposes
(Romans 8:28-30).

The Book of Acts is a story of transitions. As we close today’s reading from Chapter 12 the focus in
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Acts shifted from Saint Peter to Saint Paul. In the same way that Peter was bold in sharing the
Gospel to the Jews, Paul spread the Gospel message to the Gentiles and to the ends of the Roman
world. He endured many hardships and as we move to the second reading, we will see the closing
chapter of his adventurous life of faith as he prepare for his own transition to eternal life in heaven.

The second reading today is from Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy. In this address, Paul recorded
one of his last statements to the church before he met his death as a martyr. We have included
verses 9 – 16 which were skipped in the reading in order to provide the full context.

6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has
come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; 8 in the
future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His
appearing. 9 Make every effort to come to me soon; 10 for Demas, having loved this present
world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to
Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Pick up Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to
me for service. 12 But Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus. 13 When you come bring the cloak
which I left at Troas with Carpus, and the books, especially the parchments. 14 Alexander the
coppersmith did me much harm; the Lord will repay him according to his deeds. 15 Be on
guard against him yourself, for he vigorously opposed our teaching. 16 At my first defense no
one supported me, but all deserted me; may it not be counted against them. 17 But the Lord
stood with me and strengthened me, so that through me the proclamation might be fully
accomplished, and that all the Gentiles might hear; and I was rescued out of the lion’s mouth.
18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed, and will bring me safely to His heavenly
kingdom; to Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. (2 Timothy 4:6-18)

Paul alluded to the practice in Jewish Law in which drink offerings were made (Exodus 29:40). The
drink offering in the Old Testament was something that pointed to the finished work of Jesus Christ
in the New Testament. When we celebrate communion we commemorate Jesus’ finished work on the
cross for our salvation through the pouring out of His blood for us. Paul used this terminology to say
that like Christ he too would soon be offered up to God.  Next, Paul asked for provision of some
practical things including a cloak and some reading materials (v. 12). He warned his readers of
Alexander the coppersmith in order to prevent them from also coming into contact with him (vv. 14 –
15). Sadly, Paul commented that nobody stood by him in his first trial except for the Lord who
strengthened him so that he could finish his proclamation of the Gospel to the Gentiles (vv. 16 – 17).
He knew that at any instant he could be sent to heaven (v. 18).  

When we see the close of Paul’s life, it is a good time to reflect on our own lives and the legacy we
will leave. Paul was used by God in some amazing ways, but isn’t it true that God wants to use all of
us for His good work in the world? We may not have a worldwide ministry like Paul, but  God wants
us to be able to come to the end of our lives and be able to look back and say with Paul, “I have
fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up
for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that
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day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.” What does it mean to love or
long for his appearing? How might our lives be marked by this value system? What do you need to
be doing today and tomorrow so that you can say this at the end of your life?

As we move onto the Gospel lesson let’s pause to remember the great sacrifices that Paul made for
us as members of his future Gentile church.

The Gospel reading this week is from Matthew 16. The context of the reading is just after Jesus fed
the 4,000 alongside the Sea of Galilee (Matthew 15:33-39). Next, He had gone by boat to Magdala
(v. 39) and then right before today’s reading Jesus explained to His disciples about what had
happened regarding the feeding of the two large crowds, first the 5,000 and then the 4,000. After He
did this Jesus warned them to beware of “the leaven of the Pharisees” (Matthew 16:11) and then He
traveled with them to the region known as Caesarea Philippi. It is in this region that as we will see in
today’s reading, Peter made his famous confession that Jesus was the Christ, the much awaited
Messiah.

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His disciples,
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist;
and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them,
“But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God.” 17 And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and
blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 18 I also say to you that you
are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not
overpower it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on
earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been
loosed in heaven.” (Matthew 16:13-19)

Several significant points jump out of the text. First, Peter, the uncontested leader or the disciples,
made the marvelous statement through the help of God the Father that Jesus was indeed the
Messiah (v. 16). Jesus affirmed his confession and went on to build upon Peter’s statement. What did
Jesus mean when He told Peter, “upon this rock I will build my church” (v.18b)? Jesus’ meaning is
clear when we look one level deeper into the plain meaning found in the original language. Peter,
whose name in Greek is “Petros”, literally means “rock.” However, the foundation on which Jesus
spoke about building the church is a different Greek word “petra” which means a mass or rock. In
context, what Jesus said was close to this paraphrase: “Simon, I am changing your name to Petros,
and upon this petra (foundational mass of rock) I will build my church.” Jesus said that He would
build His church upon the foundation (petra, meaning mass of rock or many large rocks), which, in
context, is Peter’s confession that Jesus is the Christ.  Peter clarified this meaning in the Book of
First Peter. Peter said, “you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:5).
Although Peter used the word “lithos” for stone, he stated how the individual stones are built up into
a holy priesthood of believers “through Jesus Christ.” The church is the collection of spiritual rocks
that are built on the “petra” or foundation that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God
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(Matthew 16:16) through whom is the only way to eternal life (John 14:6).

Saint Paul used a similar analogy in explaining how God empowered him as the leader and builder of
the church among the Gentiles (Ephesians 3:1), in the same way that Peter was the builder of the
church among the Jews (Galatians 2:8). Paul said, “According to the grace of God which was given to
me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must
be careful how he builds on it. For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid,
which is Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:10-11). In Ephesians Paul clarified how Jesus intended the
church to interpret this passage by pointing out that our faith has “been built on the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone” (Ephesians 2:20).

Paul used the symbolism of Jesus as the Rock or foundation in First Corinthians:

1 For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud
and all passed through the sea; 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the
sea; 3 and all ate the same spiritual food; 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they
were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ. (1
Corinthians 10:1-4)

When Paul said the “they were drinking from the spiritual rock” and “the rock was Christ” (v. 4)
both times he used the word “petra.” Jesus was the foundation stone, the One Who provided
sustenance to the Hebrews escaping from the Pharaoh.

Jesus Himself explained the necessity of a sure foundation in Luke Chapter 6:

47 Everyone who comes to Me and hears My words and acts on them, I will show you whom
he is like: 48 he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation on the
rock; and when a flood occurred, the torrent burst against that house and could not shake it,
because it had been well built. 49 But the one who has heard and has not acted accordingly,
is like a man who built a house on the ground without any foundation; and the torrent burst
against it and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great. (Luke 6:47-49)

When Jesus said, “he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation on the rock”
(v. 48) the word in the original was “petra” The giant rock that was rolled to seal Jesus’ tomb was a
“petra” (Matthew 27:60). Peter was one of the foundational stones (the apostles and prophets), but
Jesus is the Chief Cornerstone, the Foundation of the Church. “For this is the will of My Father, that
everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him
up on the last day” (John 6:40).

Second, Jesus said that He “will give you the keys of the kingdom in heaven, and that whatever he
bound on earth would be bound in heaven and whatever was loosed on earth would be loosed in
heaven. We previously discussed this in the June 8, 2014 edition of Mass Notes. In summary, we said
that the keys of the kingdom is salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.  The binding and unbinding of
sin is found in the gift of faith (Ephesians 2:8-9) when a person comes to the knowledge of Jesus

https://christiansforchrist.com/6-08-2014/
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Christ as their Savior. Peter and the other apostles were being sent out with authority to preach the
Gospel (Matthew 28:18-20), which would be the entry point of faith. In a certain sense, they were
being commissioned to open the doors of the Kingdom of God to others by their obedience in
proclaiming the Good news and making disciples. We then see Peter is Acts 2:14-40 fulfilling this
call by preaching a message of repentance and salvation in Jesus Christ. This is in line with Jesus’
teaching when He said, “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son
will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him” (John 3:36). Later, Jesus instructed the group of
ten disciples (eleven less Thomas) gathered together in the upper room after His resurrection that
anyone who believes in Him through the preaching of the Gospel will be saved. The keys of the
Kingdom were being entrusted to this group of men who had been with Jesus in a personal way.
They were going to be His hands and feet in the world from now on. And the story of the Gospel
continues to penetrate lives because we are all commissioned to be his ambassadors, representing
God’s love and truth to the world with our lives and our proclamation of the Good news (2
Corinthians 5:20).

Finally, Jesus said, “the gates of Hades will not overpower it” (v. 18c), meaning that all of the evil
will not be able to overcome the God-ordained movement of the church. This is an important
statement that no matter how awful the world may become, the power of Satan will never destroy
God’s church. We can rest in the fact that Jesus has overcome the world (John 16:33, 1 Corinthians
15:57) and through Him alone we can find the power to continue His commission of making disciples
and teaching (Matthew 28:16-20).

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1.  All three passages for this week involve the opposition that Christians have had to face in order
to be true to God.  In what areas of your life have you faced opposition because of your faith? How
can these passages strengthen your faith and give you truth to hold onto in times of opposition?

2. Jesus asked his disciples a very pointed question: “Who do you say that I am?” At some point, each
of us has to answer this question. How does Peter’s response resonate with you? Is this the
foundation you are building your life on? If so, how does your life reflect this? If not, what foundation
are you building your life on? Would you like Peter’s response to be your response, too? You can
pause and ask God to change the direction of your life so that you can build on the Chief
Cornerstone, Jesus Christ.

Readings for the Week  

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/062914-day-mass.cfm       

First Reading ACTS 12:1-11

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/062914-day-mass.cfm
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Second Reading 2 TM 4:6-8, 17-18 (plus skipped verses)

Gospel Reading MT 16:13-19

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at:  http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 5-18-2014

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 5-18-2014. This week we open with a reading from Acts
and then return to our study on First Peter. Then we conclude with a Gospel lesson from John 14. As
I write this, I am preparing to travel to France with a group of students to experience the culture
there for the next two weeks. From there I am visiting an aunt and uncle in Belgium, the uncle that
has spent his life researching the Church and as a professor at the American University of Leuven.

 

The first reading is from Acts 6. Here we see how God put it into the hearts of the disciples to
organize the early church by dividing the duties among serving and preaching.

http://www.biblegateway.com/
http://www.lockman.org/
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/weekly-study-notes-for-the-sunday-mass/5-18-2014/
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1 Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint arose on the
part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows were being
overlooked in the daily serving of food. 2 So the twelve summoned the congregation of the
disciples and said, “It is not desirable for us to neglect the word of God in order to serve
tables. 3 “Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of
the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task. 4 “But we will devote
ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 The statement found approval with the
whole congregation; and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch. 6 And
these they brought before the apostles; and after praying, they laid their hands on them. 7
The word of God kept on spreading; and the number of the disciples continued to increase
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were becoming obedient to the faith.
(Acts 6:1-7)

First, note that Stephan, one of the man who was selected to serve was martyred in the very next
chapter because of his powerful speech to the unbelieving Jews. A point that can be observed is
although believers may have specific, non-ministry roles all of us are called to give testimony for
Jesus. Saint Peter said, in the context of enduring suffering Christian testimony, “but sanctify Christ
as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an
account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence” (1 Peter 3:15). Second, note
that the disciples prayed for God’s confirmation and blessing upon their decision (v. 6). Prayer is an
essential first step when making decisions of any kind, but especially those dealing with the
organization and carrying out of God’s ministry. Finally, note that “a great many of the priests were
becoming obedient to the faith” (v.7). Though many of the Jews rejected Christ, God reached many
of the Jewish leaders in order to rapidly build His Church (v. 7, “The word of God kept on
spreading”). This conversion led to the priesthood of all believers, a mystery that we will see was
revealed in the second reading from today.

Moving onto the second reading, we return to the Book of First Peter. The context of the message is
persecution of believers. Here we see the mystery of the priesthood of all believers revealed,
through the symbolism of stone building blocks with Jesus as the Chief Cornerstone, the One Whom
the builders, aka the Jews, rejected.

4 And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and
precious in the sight of God, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual
house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ. 6 For this is contained in Scripture: “BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A
PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE
DISAPPOINTED.” 7 This precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for those who
disbelieve, “THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE VERY
CORNER stone,” 8 and, “A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE”; for they
stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also
appointed. 9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A
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PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him
who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;( 1 Peter 2:4-9)

The main idea from this text is that God is building His Church out of precious building blocks of
people, the foremost of whom is Jesus Christ, the “living stone which has been rejected by men” (v.
4). This Church is made up of spiritual stones (believers) all of whom are priests in the eyes of God
(v. 9), since the Jewish Levitical priesthood has passed away. Jesus is our High Priest (Hebrews
4:14), the only mediator between us and God (1 Timothy 2:5, the byline of this ministry). Jesus is of
the line of Melchizedek (Hebrews 7:17), not the line of Aaron that has passed away.  One of the
reasons that Stephen was stoned after his appointment in Acts 6 that we read in the first reading
was because of his teaching about the passing away of the Old Testament Levitical priesthood. We
can celebrate the fact that Jesus’ priesthood will never pass away, and that we join with Him as
spiritual priests for His service.

The main theme of the Book of First Peter that was have studied over the past several weeks has
been the suffering of believers. The Gospel reading today provides some insights into things that
believers can look forward to in order to endure suffering in their daily lives.  The Gospel lesson this
week is from John Chapter 14. This is one of those sections of Scripture about which we say, “if they
were written in detail, I suppose that even the world itself would not contain the books that would be
written” (John 21:25). This contains some of the richest teaching from Jesus of anywhere in the New
Testament. As you read take note of repeated words and phrases which provide indications of the
subjects that Jesus emphasized during His message to the disciples in the upper room of the Last
Supper just before He went to Calvary.

1 “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s
house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a
place for you. 3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to
Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way where I am going.”
5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we know the
way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the
Father but through Me. 7 If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from
now on you know Him, and have seen Him.” 8 Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father,
and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have
not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say,
‘Show us the Father’? 10 “Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in
Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in
Me does His works. 11 Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise
believe because of the works themselves. 12 Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me,
the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to
the Father.” (John 14:1-12)

This section is unique in that it contained two sets of repeated words and phrases each of which was
repeated three times. First, Jesus emphasized His divinity by using the phrase “I am” three times, a
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phrase that appeared throughout John’s Gospel just before Jesus gave himself to the people to be
crucified for the sins of the world. The disciples would have recognized this phrase as a strong
statement of divinity. Although their eyes were blinded to the reality of the events that Jesus
predicted concerning His death and resurrection, they would later remember this event after he rose
from the dead. No one used this phrase about himself unless they were God.  Second, Jesus repeated
the phrase “believe in Me” three times during his final message to His disciples on that last Passover
meal with them. As in any Bible study, repeated words provide an insight into the subject that was
being emphasized by the Gospel writer under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:21). In the
case the big idea of the message was that because Jesus is God the world is to believe in Him.

As we said in the introduction, entire collections of books could be written about this section, even
about just a single verse.  Let’s consider a portion of one verse in detail, something that spoke
particularly to us as we studied Jesus’ message. Verse 3 provided several powerful insights into not
only Jesus’ mission and how He served us, and a glimpse into our future with Him.

3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I
am, there you may be also.

Jesus said:

“If.”  Jesus had the choice to either follow the will of the Father, or to forsake the eventual
suffering and just save Himself. Jesus said in Luke, “Father, if You are willing, remove this
cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done” (Luke 22:42). Jesus chose suffering and
death for us. Saint Paul said, “Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:8).

“I go.” Nobody else could go to redeem us from our sin, Jesus had to go for us as a substitute,
the perfect lamb of God. Saint Peter said, “and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the
cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were
healed” (1 Peter 2:24). Jesus said in verse six that He was the only to God for us. “I am the
way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.”

“to prepare a place.”  Jesus went to heaven with a mission to prepare a place for us to come
to, either when we die or when He comes to gather His church (1 Thessalonians 4:17). Jesus
was a carpenter, but the city to which He went to prepare was most likely a heavenly place,
the “New Jerusalem” referred to in several places in the Bible including Galatians 4:26,
Hebrews 11:10, Hebrews 12:22–24, Hebrews 13:14), but it is most fully described in
Revelation 21. John spoke in the Book of Revelation about this glorious place, “And I saw the
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride
adorned for her husband” Revelation 21:2)

“for you.”  Jesus died for us because “all of us have sinned and fallen short of the glory of
God” (Romans 3:23). “The penalty for our sins is death” (Romans 6:23a) but because Jesus
gave Himself for us “the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans
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6:23b). We can’t do anything to earn it. Paul said, “For by grace you have been saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one
may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).

“I will come again.”  Jesus is going to come again. First, He will come to gather His church,
first the saints that have already died, and then those that remain. Second, Jesus will return
to pass judgment upon entire earth. Paul said about this first event:

“14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those
who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we
who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen
asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who
are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord “(1 Thessalonians 4:14-17)

John said about this second event:

“11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are a flame of
fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one
knows except Himself. 13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called
The Word of God. 14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and
clean, were following Him on white horses. 15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that
with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He
treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty” (Revelation 19:11-15).

As believers in the risen Jesus Christ our Lord, we can be comforted by the fact that we are in
the first group. We are of those who will be met by Jesus when we die (John 14:3), or are
taken by Him (1 Thessalonians 4:17).

As we conclude the study for the Mass this week, let’s focus upon something that Jesus said in the
Gospel.  Our Lord said, “I will come again and receive you to Myself” (John 14:3). The first Person
that we see after we die will be Jesus Christ Himself! What a comfort this can be to us as we journey
through difficult days “topside,” as I like to say. 

Have a great week.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1.  People around us, even those that go to church, have many different beliefs about how people get
to God when they die. Some believe that they must be a good person, follow the Golden Rule
(Matthew 7:12), and be something like at least 51 percent good and no more than 49 percent bad.  
What did Jesus say was the only true way to come to God?  Using what you learned today, write a
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paragraph about how you would lovingly explain to someone holding a false belief about how to
make it to heaven.

2. You read a verse in Revelation 21 about the New Jerusalem (Rev 21:2). That chapter contains
many comforting verses to believers in Jesus regarding the place Jesus is preparing for us and the
way in which God will comfort us after our trials here on earth.  Read that entire chapter of
Revelation and answer the following question. 

How did the study of Revelation 21 provide you with a blessing as promised by God in
Revelation 1:3, “blessed are those who read this Book”?

Readings for the Week  

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/051814.cfm  

First Reading ACTS 6:1-7

Acts 6:1-7 NAS95 1 Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint arose on the
part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows were being overlooked in the
daily serving of food. 2 So the twelve summoned the congregation of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable
for us to neglect the word of God in order to serve tables. 3 “Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven
men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task. 4 “But we
will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 The statement found approval with the
whole congregation; and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus,
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch. 6 And these they brought before the
apostles; and after praying, they laid their hands on them. 7 The word of God kept on spreading; and the
number of the disciples continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were
becoming obedient to the faith.

Second Reading 1 PT 2:4-9

1 Peter 2:4-9 NAS95 4 And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice
and precious in the sight of God, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For this is contained in
Scripture: “BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND HE WHO
BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.” 7 This precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for
those who disbelieve, “THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE VERY CORNER
stone,” 8 and, “A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE”; for they stumble because they are
disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed. 9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal
PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the
excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/051814.cfm
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Gospel Reading JN 14:1-12

John 14:1-12 NAS95 1 “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 “In My Father’s
house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3
“If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you
may be also. 4 “And you know the way where I am going.” 5 Thomas *said to Him, “Lord, we do not know
where You are going, how do we know the way?” 6 Jesus *said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the
life; no one comes to the Father but through Me. 7 “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father
also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him.” 8 Philip *said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it
is enough for us.” 9 Jesus *said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me,
Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 “Do you not
believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own
initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works. 11 “Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father
is in Me; otherwise believe because of the works themselves. 12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in
Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at:  http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 4-27-2014

http://www.biblegateway.com/
http://www.lockman.org/
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/weekly-study-notes-for-the-sunday-mass/4-27-2014/
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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 4-27-2014. Since this Sunday marks the first week after
the celebration of Easter, the readings for today are focused upon the activities that occurred
immediately after Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. Since the grave could not hold Jesus, if we have
faith in Him we can trust that someday we too will rise from the dead with an incorruptible body.
This week we are beginning with the Gospel lesson in order to accentuate some of the themes that
emerged from the Saint John’s message. Then we will move onto the first reading from the Book of
Acts and conclude with the second from First Peter, a study that will continue for the next several
weeks.

 

The Gospel lesson is from the Gospel of Saint John. The context is just the evening of the day we call
Resurrection Sunday, or Easter. Mary Magdalene had just told the disciples that Jesus had risen
from the dead.

19 So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were
shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and
*said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 And when He had said this, He showed them both His
hands and His side. The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 So Jesus said to
them again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 22 And when He
had said this, He breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 “If you
forgive the sins of any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they
have been retained.” 24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them
when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples were saying to him, “We have seen the Lord!” But
he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the
place of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” 26 After eight days His
disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors having been shut,
and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then He said to Thomas, “Reach
here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and put it into My side;
and do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 28 Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord
and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed
are they who did not see, and yet believed.” 30 Therefore many other signs Jesus also
performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these
have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing you may have life in His name. (John 20:19-31)

The focus of the reading was Thomas’ doubt and then his subsequent faith upon physically
experiencing the resurrected Christ. As we saw in the second reading, Jesus proclaimed a blessing
upon those that have not seen but yet have believed “v. 27d-e.” The key point of the passage though
was stated in the last two verses. “Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence
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of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these have been written so that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name” vv.
30-31).

Several other points can be drawn from the text, First, notice that Jesus entered the room without
knocking, without even opening the door; He just walked right through the wall! Talk about a grand
entrance, and it’s no wonder the disciples were scared. The point is that Jesus had supernatural
powers in His new, resurrected and glorified body. Second, although Jesus’ resurrection body was
different in it’s capabilities, there was a one to one correspondence between Jesus’ body that was
crucified and laid in the grave and His resurrected body. Jesus’ appearance to the disciples in His
resurrection body served as a foretaste of the body that all believers will receive one day when Jesus
returns. Jesus will be forever recognizable by the scars given to Him during His earthly lifetime.
Though we will never be God, we will become like Him. Saint John said, “We know that when He
appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is” (1 John 3:2b). Third, since it was
before the sending of the Holy Spirit the disciples were “in fear of the Jews” (v.19c). This contrasted
greatly with what we read about the disciples and first believers in the first reading. Though we may
fear those that persecute us, we, like the early Church, have the Holy Spirit of God living in us to
give us boldness and hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead (1 Peter 1:3).
Finally, Jesus was gentle with Thomas even though he expressed doubt among circumstances that
we may consider compelling for him to believe. Since Jesus treated Thomas with such concern even
though he doubted Him, we can be sure that Jesus walks with us through seasons of our own doubt.

Jesus bore the scars of His torture and crucifixion even after His resurrection. Although we don’t
know to what degree we will bear the scars of our own humiliation from men upon the earth, we can
be certain that God will use our scars as an eternal testimony of our deliverance from the powers of
darkness. We can rest assured that “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no
longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have
passed away” (Revelation 21:4).

Let’s move onto the first reading from Chapter 2 of the Book of Acts. This Book was written by Luke,
a physician and close companion of Saint Paul, sort of as a continuation of the Gospel by his name. 
Luke said in the opening chapter of Acts, “The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that
Jesus began to do and teach, until the day when He was taken up to heaven, after He had by the
Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom He had chosen” (Acts 1:1-2). When Doctor Luke said,
“the first account,” he was referring to the Gospel of Luke that he addressed to a certain man named
Theophilus. Luke’s “orderly account” (Luke 1:3) presented in his Gospel record included exact
details concerning the birth and life of Jesus and continued all the way to Jesus’ ascension to heaven
(Luke 24:51). The Book of Acts retraces just a bit back to the point where Jesus promised He would
soon send the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8). The overall timeframe of the events recorded in Acts
was from the beginning of the disciples’ apostolic ministry to the world and concluding with Paul’s
arrest and subsequent journey to Rome for his trial.

A lot had happened by the time we reach the end of chapter 2 where we pick up with today’s
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reading. Jesus had already been taken up to heaven in a cloud (Acts 1:9). Afterwards, Peter
addressed a gathering of about 120 believers (Acts 1:15) with the purpose of telling how Judas’
betrayal of Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies and then appointing the traitor’s
replacement. Lots were cast and Matthias was chosen to hold the twelfth seat (v. 26). The Day of
Pentecost had come and the promised gift of the person of the Holy Spirit had been sent (2:1-3). This
event launched the full-scale ministry of the apostles to the Jews, which later extended to the
Gentiles and the whole world. As you read the text try to imagine the whirlwind of events that had
just happened.

42 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many
wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles. 44 And all those who had believed
were together and had all things in common; 45 and they began selling their property and
possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need. 46 Day by day
continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were
taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, 47 praising God and having
favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who
were being saved. (Acts 2:42-47)

The Church at this point was largely communal, and marked by the lavish outworking of God
through spiritual gifts and miracles. Though the disciples (except for John) had previously fled from
Jesus during his arrest now they ministered with magnificent boldness and power through the Spirit
of Jesus that lived inside of them (1 Peter 1:11). First, note that their worship continued in the
temple, which was the former site of persecution by the same people that had put Jesus to death on
the cross. Peter said that they “had favor with all the people” (v. 47a). Second, the number of
believers began to expand exponentially, from just 11 to 3,000 in a very short time. “And the Lord
was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved” (v.47b). Third, the Church
began the regular celebration of communion to remember Jesus (v. 46b). Each time we take
communion we join into the same celebration held by this first group of Jesus’ believers. Finally,
there was a special emphasis placed upon the ministries of preaching (prophecy), fellowship,
communion, prayer and giving. Peter said, “They were continually devoting themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” (v. 42).

As we transition to the second reading, review in your mind the ministries that marked the Early
Church: Preaching, fellowship, communion, prayer, and giving. Can you see how the Church has
incorporated all of these foundational elements into each worship service? 

The second reading is from the Epistle of First Peter where Saint Peter addressed groups of
believers that were dispersed throughout Asia Minor who were undergoing persecution and losing
hope in the promises of Christ. Peter addressed the book to “those who [were] elect exiles of the
dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia” (First Peter 1:1). Peter told them,
“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing,
as though some strange thing were happening to you” (4:12). Peter told them that they were sharing
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in the sufferings of Jesus Christ so that when Jesus returned they may “rejoice with exultation” (v.
13).

At the time of this writing, many in the world are suffering for their testimony of Jesus Christ. In
fact, many report that there is currently more persecution happening to Christians around the world
than has existed at any time since Jesus began the Church. Saint Paul warned, “evil men and
impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived” (2 Timothy 3:13). This
reality was being lived out in the church at Asia Minor and is not much different from what is being
experienced by Christians all around the world today. This reading marks the beginning of a study of
1 Peter that will continue for the next several weeks.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy
has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, 4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade
away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for
a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though
now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7 so that the
proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by
fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 8
and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but
believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 obtaining as the
outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls. (1 Peter 1:3-9)

Peter said that God had caused believers to be “born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (v. 3b, emphasis added). The word “again” in the original
is a different word than what Jesus used in His discussion with Nicodemus in John 3:3 when He said,
“You must be born again (or from above, depending upon your Bible version).” In John’s Gospel
Jesus’ used a different word to create a word play providing a dual meaning of both “again” and
“from above.” Peter on the other hand used a word that specifically meant “again.” Peter said in
effect that a believer is born spiritually (a second type of birth) through God’s great mercy to “a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (v. 3b).

Why all the fuss about the meaning of a particular word? Peter’s point was that through the evidence
of a person’s spiritual birth a person has hope through the reality of Jesus’ resurrection from the
dead. By this time (~ mid-60’s AD), the Church had reached the point that many were not direct
witnesses to the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Peter said, “though you have not seen
Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with
joy inexpressible and full of glory, obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls”
(vv. 8-9). Peter said that although the people whom he addressed weren’t eyewitnesses of Jesus, they
still had the hope that Jesus’ resurrection provided to all believers. Just because they experiencing
persecution and weren’t of the class of super apostles (see 2 Corinthians 11:5), they weren’t inferior
Christians (v. 6).
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An important contrast exists between the Gospel lesson and the first reading from the Book of Acts.
 Did you notice that before the Holy Spirit was given that the disciples were fearful, then after the
Holy Spirit came (Acts 2) they were ministering with a new sense of fervor? The presence of the
Holy Spirit in one’s life is what makes the difference between the cowering disciples and the bold
disciples. Same people, different power source. Before, all they had was their will power – and as we
know, it wasn’t enough to keep them faithful to Jesus as He went to Calvary. However, now they had
the presence of God’s Spirit Himself living inside of them and giving them a new strength that went
beyond their own strength.

I experienced something similar in terms of this contrast through an event that happened to me
some years ago. Before I had placed my faith in Jesus Christ, I was striving to be a good, moral
person. I knew right from wrong and tried hard to live up to the biblical standards that I heard about
in Sunday Mass each week. However, I found that I did not have the strength to say no to the
world’s ways, even when I knew it was wrong. I remember a turning point occurred when God gave
me the power to say not in a certain situation when a friend was attempting to use me to participate
in some shady dealings. While I technically wasn’t doing anything wrong, he was – and wanted me to
join in with him. Each time I had joined him in the past I had felt horrible about it, but I didn’t have
the power to tell him no. That was until I gave my life to Jesus Christ, and God’s power came into my
life through the Holy Spirit living inside of me. On a particular evening God orchestrated a series of
events through which I finally found the power to tell my friend no.

How about you? Meditate for a moment about a time when you felt torn between choosing to do
something for God versus something that the world called you to do. How did you deal with the
tension? Regardless of what you chose, can you look back on this particular event in your life and
see how God could have orchestrated these circumstances in order to reveal His glory to you? 

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. Mother Teresa, when confronted with the suffering of millions of people in Calcutta expressed
doubts during certain seasons of her life. Have you ever experienced a season of doubt during your
Christian life? How did you deal with it? In light of what you studied in the Book of Acts, how can
you tap into God’s power source to deal with such events during the future?

2. We challenge you during the upcoming week to make a commitment to pray. Pray specifically that
God would reveal to you one way in which you can testify to or pray for a person whom you sense is
experiencing doubts in their faith.  Write their name on a card and commit to pray for them at a
certain time at least once this week. Second, if you are so bold, reach out to this person and let them
know that you have been praying for them.

Readings for the Week  
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Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/042714.cfm   

First Reading ACTS 2:42-47

Acts 2:42-47 NAS95 42 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs
were taking place through the apostles. 44 And all those who had believed were together and had all things in
common; 45 and they began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone
might have need. 46 Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to
house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, 47 praising God and having
favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.

Second Reading 1 PT 1:3-9

1 Peter 1:3-9 NAS95 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great
mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for
you, 5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last
time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by
various trials, 7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though
tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 8 and
though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you
greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of
your souls.

Gospel Reading JN 20:19-31

John 20:19-31 NAS95 19 So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors
were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and *said to
them, “Peace be with you.” 20 And when He had said this, He showed them both His hands and His side. The
disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; as the
Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them and *said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 “If you forgive the sins of any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the
sins of any, they have been retained.” 24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them
when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples were saying to him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them,
“Unless I see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my
hand into His side, I will not believe.” 26 After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with
them. Jesus *came, the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” 27
Then He *said to Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and put
it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 28 Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and
my God!” 29 Jesus *said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not
see, and yet believed.” 30 Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples,
which are not written in this book; 31 but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.

Source(s):

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/042714.cfm
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Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at:  http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB
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