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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes. This week we will learn about the importance of
responding to God’s revelation of what will happen in the future. Each Scripture passage deals with
a dimension of what will take place in the future. Knowing the future gives clarity to the present and
helps us to interpret the events of the past from God’s perspective. This is true for us who know and
study the Bible. God has given us His precious Word so that we can be informed about ultimate
reality, thus making wise decisions with the one life that each one of us gets.

On June 25, 1876, the Indian scout named Goes-Ahead warned General George Custer not to attack
the Indian encampment at Little Bighorn, South Dakota. Goes-Ahead was so certain about the
negative outcome that he removed his US Army uniform and changed into traditional Native
American Indian clothing, which was supposed to ease the entry of his soul to the afterlife. Custer
considered these actions as “defeatist” and was so angry at this and the other scout’s behavior that
the General dismissed them on the spot, an action which saved the Indian’s lives. Custer continued
with the attack that in retrospect had very predictable results. Not a single Army soldier in Custer’s
brigade survived the attack and as a result, little was known about what actually happened during
the battle. It wasn’t until General Terry arrived two days later on June 27 that anyone even knew
that the brigade had perished. “Custer’s Last Stand,” as it came to be known, was a disaster for
Custer and his men because he was ill-prepared for the battle. The well-skilled and qualified General
was alert, yet he ultimately wasn’t equipped with the resources necessary to win the battle. Even
though he was forewarned, he did not take the warning seriously, and thus, suffered irrevocable
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damages.

What can we learn about General Custer’s Last Stand? Although this military leader was
forewarned, he overestimated his capabilities and underestimated the enemy’s force. Likewise, we
often overestimate our own abilities, and underestimate the power of the enemy. We often think that
we can handle life on our own. What we don’t know is that the enemy of our soul is a “roaring lion,
seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8). This puts us in a precarious place, for we were
originally designed by God to rule and reign with Him (Genesis 1:26-27), but we are hounded by an
enemy. The natural state of humankind, now, is one of being under God’s wrath (Romans 1:18); not
being able to give God our full allegiance, devotion, and worship. He gives us every chance to repent
of our disloyalty and find our protection from impending judgment by His gift of Christ Jesus. In His
kindness, God warns His precious creation, humans, about the return of the Lord and the coming
tribulation for those who haven’t trusted in Christ through faith. Yet many still persist in their sin
and unbelief. The Bible is full of admonition for people to believe while they still have the chance.
The Prophet Isaiah said, “Seek the LORD while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near.”
In the Old Testament Book of Genesis, God instructed Noah to build an ark to save his family from
the coming global flood (Genesis 6:13). Although the people didn’t have the Bible, Noah, who was
called a “preacher of righteousness” (2 Peter 2:5), warned the people about their coming
destruction. In spite of the fact that they were cautioned for 120 years (Genesis 6:3) the entire world
perished except for Noah and his family (7:21-22). Though only Noah’s family believed, it’s certain
that anyone who have sought refuge in the ark would have been allowed to enter and be saved.

The Holy Scriptures play a very important role in warning the people in our era about the need to
repent and trust in the finished work of Jesus for forgiveness of their sin and deliverance from the
tribulation that is prophesied to come upon the earth. People in the western world today have even
less of an excuse to say that they haven’t been warned since the Bible is readily available to them. In
past eras this wasn’t always the case. Not everyone has had access to the Bible in order to receive
proper instruction about how to become a believer in God and His plan of salvation. Many years
after Noah's flood in the Old Testament, there was an era when the Bible became lost to the Jewish
people and was rediscovered during the reign of godly King Josiah. This discovery led to a vigorous
revival among the Jews. If you desire to read more, this history is found in Second Kings Chapter 22.
The moral of the story from Custer’s Last Stand and the teachings of the Bible is to “repent for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2).

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from the book of Isaiah, a prophet who spoke to the people of Judah, in a time
when they were threatened by a formidable enemy. They were the southern tribes of Israel, small
compared to their brothers who had already fallen into captivity to the powerful Assyrians. Isaiah
spoke several themes to his countrymen in the time of their suffering: 1) Take heart, for God is

sending the Messiah (one who will deliver them from their oppression); 2) Repent from trusting in
self and trust in God’s salvation; and 3) God’s has an important future in store for those who align
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themselves with His purposes and value system. A prominent theme in the Bible is prophecy
concerning the eventual restoration and spiritual awakening of the Jewish people. In the first
reading, we see the Prophet Isaiah making a prediction about the future restoration of the Nation of
Israel. The reading is from Isaiah Chapter 2. Read about God’s plan for Israel and the prominent
place that Jerusalem will play in the future. As you read, underline the word “will” each time it
appears in the text.

First Reading:

1 The word which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 Now it will come
about that in the last days, The mountain of the house of the LORD will be established as the chief of
the mountains, And will be raised above the hills; And all the nations will stream to it. 3 And many
peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of the
God of Jacob; That He may teach us concerning His ways, And that we may walk in His paths.” For
the law will go forth from Zion, And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 And He will judge
between the nations, And will render decisions for many peoples; And they will hammer their swords
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation,
And never again will they learn war. 5 Come, house of Jacob, and let us walk in the light of the
LORD. (Isaiah 2:1-5)

In the introduction today, we saw that the prophetic message of the Bible was to listen to God’s
warnings and to be prepared in order to avoid future judgment. In this part of Isaiah’s message, the
point is not necessarily a warning, but rather a disclosure to all the people in the world what God
will do regarding His People Israel. Isaiah said that in the “last days” God will establish Jerusalem as
the true religious capital of the world (v.2). Jerusalem will be where God will live and judge the
nations, and the location of His teaching that will go throughout the world (vv. 3-4). God will bring
worldwide peace and weapons will be eliminated and converted into devices for peaceful use (v.4).
The entire nation of Israel will then walk in the light of the Lord (v.5). It is interesting to note that
people of all nations will look to the God of the Jews to teach them His ways. The fulfillment of this
prophecy is already underway, as people of all nations and languages have heard the message of
salvation and have responded by following Jesus, the Messiah. Isaiah’s message can bring us hope
that God’s plan for His people will ultimately prevail and bring worldwide peace. As in-grafted
believers in Israel (Romans 11:17) this should provide us with comfort that God can and will work in
our lives as well.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The letter to the Roman Christians, written by Saint Paul, provides an astounding amount of
information about God’s version of reality. Throughout the book, Paul delivers the bad news (all have
sinned, Romans 3:23) and that the wages of this sin is death (Romans 6:23). But he does not leave us
in a state of hopelessness, for we find out that there is “no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus” (Romans 8:1). The good news is that Christ has paid the price for our freedom with His blood
shed on the cross. We can now be set free from the law of sin and death (Romans 8:2). In this part of
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the letter, Paul has laid out the plan of salvation and is now warning us of the importance of what we
do with this information. In the previous verses, he told the Roman believers to owe no one anything,
except the outstanding debt to love. Love does not take advantage of others, therefore, love is the
ultimate motivator and moral behind the law of God. Love is to be the pervasive character trait of
Jesus’ people.

Second Reading:

11 And this do, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now
salvation is nearer to us than when we believed. 12 The night is almost gone, and the day is at hand.
Let us therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave
properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality,
not in strife and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in
regard to its lusts. (Romans 13:11-14)

Paul’s underlying assumption is that people are changed when they follow God’s plan of salvation.
When our hearts are awakened by God’s love, we no longer walk like the people living in darkness,
without the love of God in their lives. We don’t love in order to attain salvation, we love as a result of
God’s salvific work in our hearts. After the point of surrendering to God, we have a role to play to
walk by faith in this new life He has given us. We “lay aside the deeds of darkness” recognizing the
destructive nature of this past way of life.

Paul told the Roman Christians to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” but then went on to tell them to
take off other things. In verse 13 Paul said to “put on the armor of light” and take off drunkenness,
sexual promiscuity, sensuality, strife, and envy (v.13) and lust (v.14). Paul said in Colossians 3, “But
now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, [and] abusive speech from your
mouth. Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its [evil] practices” (vv.8-9).
God offers us empowerment to be able to take things off through the putting on of the mind of Jesus
Christ. There isn’t a magical formula about how we can put on the mind of Jesus Christ, but some
ways are through the study of His Word, prayer, and fellowship with other believers. By studying
God’s Word, seeking the Lord in prayer and fellowshipping with other believers, we start to
recognize the patterns of darkness and begin to make no provision for the flesh (the old way of life
apart from Christ) so that we can walk in newness of life. It is a battle, and unless we surrender daily
to God’s Spirit who gives us the power to resist the Enemy, we will have as much success as Custer
in his last stand.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

In the Gospel reading today, we turn to Matthew and the subject of eschatology, the study of the
final events in the history of the world. This section of Scripture is known as the Olivet Discourse
because Jesus gave it on the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem across the Kidron Valley from the Temple.
Jesus startled his disciples by saying that there would be a day when none of the huge temple stones
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would be left on top of each other. This was mind-boggling to his disciples and they naturally asked
when this would happen. Jesus answered their question with the teaching of His return to earth and
the end times. He gave them information so that they would be forewarned and could prepare
accordingly. Thanks to their faithful retelling of this information, we too, are forewarned and can live
in light of what we know will take place in the future.

Gospel Reading:

36 But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the
Father alone. 37 For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. 38 For as in
those days which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 39 and they did not understand until the
flood came and took them all away; so shall the coming of the Son of Man be. 40 Then there shall be
two men in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding at the
mill; one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which
day your Lord is coming. 43 But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what time
of the night the thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and would not have allowed his
house to be broken into. 44 For this reason you be ready too; for the Son of Man is coming at an
hour when you do not think He will. (Matthew 24:36-44)

While no one knows the exact time of Christ’s return, there will be many signs to help His followers
understand what is about to take place. Amazingly enough, many people will miss these signs, for
they will be all caught up in assuming that the world will continue as normal. For they will be eating
and drinking and planning for the future (marrying) with no concern for the impending judgment.
Although the warnings have been replete, the receptivity to these warnings fall on deaf ears, as in
the days of Noah. As a result, Jesus’ coming will be a surprise to many, just as a thief in the night
comes as a surprise to those who live in false security. Jesus’ return will shock people who are with
others who are snatched away in the middle of their daily activities. First Thessalonians 4:17
describes this event, “Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord.” Jesus’ followers
will be safe with Him, but those who are not under Jesus’ saving protection will be left to face God’s
wrath on their own merit. Human works, even the best of efforts, are not enough to create a safe
position in light of this impending judgment. Only the merit of Christ and being found in Him will
protect us from being swept away in judgment.

What does the teaching in the Olivet Discourse mean to us today? First, we must believe in the
finished work of Jesus Christ in order to escape God’s coming judgment. Even though we have been
warned we must also be prepared by seeking God while it’s still possible. Second, God calls us to
instruct others so that they also find salvation through the only means possible, faith in Jesus Christ.
Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life, no man comes to the Father except through me”
(John 14:6). If we accept God’s offer of eternal life through faith in Christ Jesus we can have comfort
that God will spare us from the tribulation period coming upon the earth (Luke 21:36, 1
Thessalonians 5:9). In addition, we become people of eternity, living for another world and we find
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that this world is not our home. This changes our daily life because it redefines our value system and
priorities. Finally, we must allow God to place us into situations that require us to trust more in God.
Saint Paul said, “For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in Him, but also
to suffer for His sake” (Philippians 1:29).

Reflection Questions

1. Review the following insights from the Bible passages for this week:

a. The passage from Isaiah predicted that people of all nations would seek the God of the Bible,
wanting to learn His ways and walk in His paths. Are you evidence of this prophecy? Are there
others in your life that God may be asking you to influence towards this Him?

b. The second reading encouraged the people of God to be motivated by love, walking as children of
the light who reject patterns of darkness. Are there deeds of the darkness that you need to put away
and reject? Are there aspects to putting on the armor of light (like Bible study, prayer, fellowship)
that you can give yourself to more fervently so that you have the mind of Christ?

c. The third reading typified the followers of Jesus as those who are prepared for His return. As you
look at your life, what evidence do you see of your preparedness for His return? How does
preparedness get translated into your daily perspective and choices?

Which parts of these messages would help give you resolve and encouragement to live with an
eternal perspective for the hard decisions in your life?

2. Whether Christ returns in our lifetime or not, why would it be wise to surrender your life to Him
and His will on a daily basis? What have you learned about the future and God’s heart for you that
helps you to live for Christ, as opposed to just seeking Christ for “fire insurance?”

For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit: http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/ Scripture quotations taken from the
NASB
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Mass Study Notes for Sunday, 11-15-2015

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 11-15-2015. This week we open with a reading from
Daniel 12 in which we study the combined event known as the rapture of the church, the return of
the Lord, and the resurrection of the dead. Then we examine in the second reading how Jesus died
for our sins once and for all, which is so much superior than the sacrificial system described in the
Old Testament that had to be repeated twice a day and never took away the people’s sins. Finally we
close with another view of the same event described in the first reading from Jesus’ message known
as the Olivet Discourse.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from the Prophet Daniel, chapter 12. The context of the message is a prophecy
about the end of the world as we know it when the man of sin, known as the Antichrist, rules the
world. The Antichrist will be in power when God pours out His final judgments on the earth and
Jesus returns to reign on earth. The reading today describes the resurrection of the dead, some of
whom go to eternal life with God and others go to eternal damnation. Jesus said, “Many will say to
Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons,
and in Your name perform many miracles?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you;
DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS’” (Matthew 7:22-23).

The reading from Daniel promises that the people of God will be “rescued” from this time of
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unprecedented distress. In the New Testament, we have further corroboration of this, which Saint
Paul calls the “rapture,” where the Lord Jesus comes to take His church to heaven before God pours
the judgments chronicled in the Book of Revelation (see especially Revelation 16:1, the “seven bowls
of the wrath of God”). We will read more about this later in the Gospel lesson regarding the “Day of
the Lord’s judgment” (1 Thessalonians 5:2), a very dark time for those left on the earth after Jesus’
return for His church. The “catching up” of the church to heaven was predicted by Saint Paul in
response to someone in Thessalonica who had been teaching the false doctrine that the Lord had
already returned (2 Thessalonians 2:2). Here Paul introduced the concept that the church would be
taken up into the air along with church saints who had already died (1 Thessalonians 4:15-17) as
follows. “15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until
the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and
the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.” Paul
reassured the believers that the Lord’s return will be very obvious and recognizable. No one will
“miss it.” This corresponds to the teaching in Daniel 12, which is the focus of the first reading.

First Reading:

Daniel 12:1-3 NAS95 1 “Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons
of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was
a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will
be rescued. 2 Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life,
but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt. 3 Those who have insight will shine brightly
like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like the
stars forever and ever.”

The reading opens with the phrase, “Now at that time” (v. 1a). The previous verses in Daniel 11,
chronicle a time of wars and violence that will consume the earth. This will bring in a “time of
distress” that is referred to later in the verse. Michael, one of only two angels mentioned by name in
the Bible who follow God, will somehow superintend the activity during this time. As we said in
previous studies, the time leading up to this event will be a time of increasing and terrible
persecution of God’s people. Although a small remnant of Jews will be divinely sealed for God’s
protection throughout this time (Revelation 7:4-8), the Antichrist will pursue Christians with great
vengeance just before the Lord returns and “Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will
awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt” (v. 2). Saint
John said in Revelation, “So the dragon was enraged with the woman (Israel), and went off to make
war with the rest of her children, who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of
Jesus (Christians)” (Revelation 12:17 with parenthetical explanations added). Verse two says that
“many” will rise, meaning not everyone, but many people have yet to die on the earth. The exception
to this is that the believers who are alive at that time will be taken up to be with the Lord. “For the
Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the
trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be
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caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be
with the Lord” (1Th 4:16-17).

During this time “everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued.” What is this book?
The book that Daniel refers to is mentioned elsewhere in the Bible. Philippians 4:3 says that people
who labored by Paul’s side had their names written in the book of life. Revelation 3:5 shares a
promise to those who overcome, that their names will not be blotted out of the book of life.
Revelation 20:12 describes two books, one that has all the deeds of every person (implying judgment
for misdeeds) and another book, the book of life, which if one’s name is written there, will cancel out
the judgment recorded in the other book. Revelation 20:15 says: “And if anyone’s name was not
found in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.” Revelation 21:27 describes it as the
Lamb’s book of life and says that only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life will
enter the New Jerusalem, God’s eternal heaven. The Bible makes it very clear that the book of life is
a place that records those who are going to be saved from the eternal lake of fire, the just
consequences for those who live contrary to God and apart from His life. How does one know if his
or her name is written in the book of life? Another way to ask the same question based on the
passage in Daniel: how can we know which group we are in, the ones who will rise to everlasting life
or those who rise to disgrace and everlasting contempt? Once we recognize that we are a sinner,
“for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23), we can turn our hearts to
the Lord Jesus as the only remedy. The Bible tells us that “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ
is born of God” (1 John 5:1a), and later John said, “He who has the Son has the life; he who does not
have the Son of God does not have the life” (1 John 5:12). Further it says, “These things I have
written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have
eternal life” (1 John 5:13, emphasis added). Salvation is a free gift that comes about only by belief in
Jesus Christ, it can never be earned. “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians
2:8-9). If you have put your faith in Jesus to save you, then you can have assurance that you will be
“rescued” from eternal disgrace and contempt.

Daniel also explains that the people “who have insight” and who “lead the many to righteousness”
will be prominent in the eternal kingdom of God, shining brightly “like the stars forever and ever” (v.
3c¢). Being involved in gaining wisdom and pointing others to deeper faith in Christ is a valuable
focus for our lives. You may have a ministry of evangelism, introducing people to a relationship with
Jesus. Or you may have a ministry of discipleship, helping those who have put their faith in Jesus
grow in their new life in Christ. Either way, it is important to continue growing in your own faith to
have insight and to be equipped to lead others to righteousness.

Interestingly, God gave us a glimpse into a precursor to the resurrection of the dead which
happened at the time of the crucifixion of Jesus in the Gospel of Saint Matthew. He is the only one of
the four writers that recorded this event. Matthew said that after Jesus had given up His life on the
cross, “The tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised;
and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection, they entered the holy city and appeared to

Page # 9 of 22 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/olivet-discourse/



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

many” (Matthew 27:52-53). This is one example of how powerful God is and is evidence of the deity
of Christ.

What does this reading mean for us today? First, if anyone is sitting on the fence regarding Jesus as
Lord, today is the day to trust in Him. Saint Paul said, “AT THE ACCEPTABLE TIME I LISTENED TO
YOU, AND ON THE DAY OF SALVATION I HELPED YOU.” Behold, now is “THE ACCEPTABLE
TIME,” behold, now is “THE DAY OF SALVATION” (2 Corinthians 6:2). As Peter told the people in
Jerusalem about Jesus, “He is the STONE WHICH WAS REJECTED by you, THE BUILDERS, but
WHICH BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone. And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no
other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
Second, although we as Christians should expect increasing persecution leading up to Jesus’ return,
we can take hope that Jesus will fulfill His promise to return “in the same way in which [they] saw
Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). Finally, we can have confidence in the fact that God’s mighty
angelic beings are fighting the spiritual battle against the demonic forces allied against us.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

This reading is from Hebrews chapter 10, a treatise on how Jesus died one time for sins forever,
which means this sacrifice can never be repeated. At this time, the Hebrew people were still
conducting the Old Testament sacrifices required by the Law. Throughout the book of Hebrews, the
writer provides a running contrast to the old manner of things compared to Jesus. The verdict is that
Jesus is greater than angels, greater than Moses, and greater than the sacrificial system. In this
reading, we see a culminating point of the author’s conclusion that Jesus is greater than the priestly
system of the Old Testament.

Second Reading:

Note: Verses 15 - 16 which were omitted from the reading were included below.

Hebrews 10:11-18 NAS95 11 Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the
same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; 12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for
all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, 13 waiting from that time onward UNTIL HIS
ENEMIES BE MADE A FOOTSTOOL FOR HIS FEET. 14 For by one offering He has perfected for all
time those who are sanctified. 15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying, 16 “THIS
IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I
WILL PUT MY LAWS UPON THEIR HEART, AND ON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM,” He then
says, 17 “AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE.” 18 Now
where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin.

The author said that by “one offering He has perfected [forever] those who are sanctified” (v. 14).
The word once follows a string of uses of this same word that first appears in this context in chapter
7: “For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from
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sinners and exalted above the heavens; who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up
sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the sins of the people, because this He died once for all
when He offered up Himself” (Hebrews 7:26-27). To make his point that Jesus died once for sins
forever, in contrast to the sacrifices offered repeatedly by the Levitical priests, the author continued
repeating this word four more times before today’s reading, and twice more in the actual reading.
The author presented extremely compelling evidence as to the importance of understanding the
concept of Jesus’ single sacrifice for sins forever. He said, “[H]aving offered one sacrifice for sins for
all time,” (v. 12) then again he said in verse 14, “For by one offering.” Interestingly the phrase
indicating Jesus’ single sacrifice is repeated seven times between the end of chapter seven and
today’s reading in chapter 10. Anytime the Bible repeats something we need to pay special attention
to it, and especially if the concept is repeated seven times! The reading clearly tells us, “Now where
there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin” (v. 18). The only thing
that can take away our sin is Jesus willingly sacrificing His life as a Victor on the cross for our sins
(see John 10:18).

What does this mean for our life? The value of Jesus’ sacrifice for our sins is of inestimable value.
Compared with the sacrificial system of the Jews about which God said “it is impossible for the blood
of bulls and goats to take away sin” (Hebrews 10:4), Jesus’ single sacrificial giving of Himself as a
Victor on the cross provided the means for believers in Him to be reconciled to God forever. Jesus
will never have to offer Himself as a sacrifice again, ever. When we celebrate communion we look
back at His finished work on the cross. This was always God’s plan, as Jesus was the “Lamb slain
since before the foundation of the world” (Revelation 13:8). When we break the bread of communion
and drink from the cup, we remember the body that he allowed to be broken for us and His blood
poured out as the final offering for sin forever (1 Corinthians 11:26). We do not need to work for our
salvation, for Jesus’ work on the cross is finished (John 19:30). I'll end this with one last exclamation
point, for Jesus has “appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of
Himself”(Hebrews 9:26)! What a wonderful savior!

As we move onto the Gospel lesson, we will return to eschatology (pronounced es-ka-tol-a-gee), a
word that means the study of the last things. The events in the reading will sound very familiar from
your study in the first reading.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The Gospel lesson from Mark 13 is from Jesus’ message known as the Olivet Discourse. The parallel
passage in Matthew 24 goes into some greater details than that of Mark’s account. The context of
the message is after Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem and His cleansing of the temple from the
money changers during the preparation for the Passover. Upon the disciples telling Jesus about the
“wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings” (Mark 13:1) of the temple complex, Jesus told
them, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left upon another which will not be
torn down” (verse 2). Afterwards Peter, James, John and Andrew approached Jesus privately and
asked Him, “when will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these things are going to
be fulfilled” (v. 4). Jesus then explained to them what was to come, including many deceivers
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(Matthew 13:6), “wars and rumors of wars” (Matthew 13:7), famines and earthquakes (Matthew
13:8), yet these were just the beginning of the times of the end (v. 8). Then would come persecution
(Matthew 13:9, 11), including death (v. 12), and the spread of the Gospel to the extent of the known
world (v. 10, with final fulfillment in Revelation 14:6). After the “beginning of the birth pains” (v. 8e),
the Antichrist will be revealed and bring an end to the restored sacrificial system in Jerusalem
(Matthew 13:14). Although this prophecy was partially fulfilled by the Roman general Titus during
the siege of Jerusalem during AD 70, the text is clear that another siege is in sight since Jesus
warning is a global one, not just a local one concerning the city of Jerusalem. He said, “if the Lord
had not cut short the days no human being would be saved” (v. 20). This and the corresponding
testimony in the Book of Revelation make it clear that these events are yet future. This brings us up
to today’s reading which details events which begin after or during the unveiling of the first six seals
in the Book of Revelation. The “gathering of the elect” (v. 27) about which we will read is the same
event that we studied in the first reading from Daniel 12.

Gospel Reading:

Mark 13:24-32 NAS95 24 “But in those days, after that tribulation, THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED
AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, 25 AND THE STARS WILL BE FALLING from heaven,
and the powers that are in the heavens will be shaken. 26 Then they will see THE SON OF MAN
COMING IN CLOUDS with great power and glory. 27 And then He will send forth the angels, and
will gather together His elect from the four winds, from the farthest end of the earth to the farthest
end of heaven. 28 Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 Even so, you too, when you see
these things happening, recognize that He is near, right at the door. 30 Truly I say to you, this
generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away,
but My words will not pass away. 32 But of that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.”

The opening verse of the reading is nearly the same as what John described with the opening of the
sixth seal in the Book of Revelation. “12 I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a
great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became
like blood; 13 and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree casts its unripe figs when shaken
by a great wind. 14 The sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and
island were moved out of their places” (Revelation 6:12-14). In the time just prior to the return of the
Lord Jesus, the world will experience miraculous cosmic signs revealing God’s power (vv. 24 - 25).
At some point during the mid-point of a seven year period counting from a peace treaty made with
Jerusalem to settle the worldwide chaos surrounding control over that tiny but religiously important
region, Jesus Christ “will send forth the angels, and will gather together His elect from the four
winds” (v. 27). While there is much speculation about the sequence of events, this is the event we
discussed in the first reading that, in my opinion, includes the rapture of the church (1

Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1 Corinthians 15:50-54), the return of the Lord Jesus (Acts 1:11), and the
resurrection of the dead up until that time (Daniel 12:2, John 5:28-29). Beyond this point the period
known as the Great Tribulation or the Day of the Lord will commence during which God will bring an
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end to the Antichrist’s religious and commercial systems of mystery Babylon and Babylon the Great
(Revelation 18). Although we don’t yet understand what form this Babylon will take, we know that it
will exalt itself against God much in the same way as the people did with the building of the Tower of
Babel (Genesis 11:1-9).

As the reading continued, Jesus explained to His disciples how to discern the signs of the times by
telling them the parable of the fig tree. In the same way that they could discern the ripeness of the
fig tree and that the summer was near they would also be able to discern that the end times were at
their doorstep when the signs He gave them were at hand. He told them that once people (not
necessarily them) saw these signs that the current generation would see the whole process
completed during their lifetime (v. 30). Finally, through the mystery of the functions of the Three
Persons of the Godhead, Jesus explained that the timing of the events was known only to God the
Father (v. 32).

What does all of this talk about the horrible events of the end times mean to us today? Jesus calls us
to live with an expectation of His imminent return. We are to be good stewards of the gifts that He
has given to us. He said in Matthew’s retelling of the Olivet Discourse, “For this reason you also
must be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will. Who then is
the faithful and sensible slave whom his master put in charge of his household to give them their
food at the proper time? Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he comes”
(Matthew 24:44-46). We too must learn to discern the times by studying the imminent signs that will
precede the return of the Lord, as you did today. Although the study of the end times may seem
daunting, the Bible lays out a clear pattern of events that people alive during that time should expect
to see. As time marches closer and closer to the fulfillment of these events, we should expect to see
the “beginning of birth pains” described in Mark 13:8. We must expect to be persecuted on an
increasing level for our faith, even to the point of death. The point of Jesus’ teaching about His
imminent return was to provide us with comfort that He is not far away, and He will return soon in
fulfillment of His promises to us and to Israel. Saint Paul said, “Therefore comfort one another with
these words” (1 Thessalonians 4:18) regarding the catching up of the church to heaven.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. What do you find comforting about the words from the first and third readings? How can you
encourage and challenge others with your faith in Jesus’ imminent return?

2. When you think about the fact that Jesus has paid fully for your sin debt, what inner response
does this evoke? What outer response seems fitting for you to reflect this reality in your life this
week? How can you live in light of this reality?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:
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http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/111515.cfm

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 11-30-2014

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 11-30-2014. This week we open with the first reading
from Isaiah 63 in which we include a great deal of the surrounding context and learn about God'’s
frustration with the Jewish people during this era. Then we move to the second reading which is the
opening verses of Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. Finally we conclude with a lengthy analysis
from Mark’s Gospel on the section known as the Olivet Discourse.

The first reading is in Isaiah 63-64. Israel was experiencing the consequences of turning away from
God. Isaiah, who was God’s spokesperson, cried out to God on behalf of the people. The people were
suffering as a result of keeping God out of their lives. But this was a necessary part of the training
process, for how else would they know that surrendering to God was actually for their good unless
they experienced the harsh reality of living apart from God? (The bold text is what will be read in the
mass, the normal text is the biblical verses that provide the context).
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16 For You are our Father, though Abraham does not know us And Israel does not recognize
us. You, O LORD, are our Father, Our Redeemer from of old is Your name. 17 Why, O
LORD, do You cause us to stray from Your ways And harden our heart from fearing
You? Return for the sake of Your servants, the tribes of Your heritage. 18 Your holy
people possessed Your sanctuary for a little while, Our adversaries have trodden it
down. 19 We have become like those over whom You have never ruled, Like those who were
not called by Your name. (Isaiah 63:16-19)

As a prophet, Isaiah was in a tough position. He desired to see God move in the hearts of the people,
but he knew that the Israelites were unwilling. God is a “gentleman” and does not barge in where
He is not wanted. And so the people’s hearts grew harder and harder, to the point where God’s
protective presence was no longer felt in Israel. Isaiah’s complaint was that they had become just
like the surrounding nations that did not have a covenantal relationship with God. He said, “We have
become like those over whom You have never ruled, Like those who were not called by Your name”
(v. 19). Again, the reading continues below.

1 Oh, that You would rend the heavens and come down, That the mountains might
quake at Your presence- 2 As fire kindles the brushwood, as fire causes water to
boil-To make Your name known to Your adversaries, That the nations may tremble at
Your presence! 3 When You did awesome things which we did not expect, You came
down, the mountains quaked at Your presence. 4 For from days of old they have not
heard or perceived by ear, Nor has the eye seen a God besides You, Who acts in
behalf of the one who waits for Him. 5 You meet him who rejoices in doing
righteousness, Who remembers You in Your ways. Behold, You were angry, for we
sinned, We continued in them a long time; And shall we be saved? 6 For all of us
have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy
garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us
away. 7 There is no one who calls on Your name, Who arouses himself to take hold of
You; For You have hidden Your face from us And have delivered us into the power of
our iniquities. 8 But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand. (Isaiah 63:16 - 64:8)

Isaiah’s response to their predicament was to call God to hurl down His judgment upon the nations
that were attacking them (vv. 1-3). He looked back and remembered God’s power when He did
“awesome things [they] did not expect” (v. 3) and finally admitted their great sin. Isaiah said, “For
all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment;
And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away” (v. 6). The
connotation of the “filthy garments” here is that of a woman’s menstrual rags. This is a strong word
picture of how God views our “good deeds” done in our own power. This theme is echoed in the
words of King David who said in Psalm 14, “They have all turned aside, together they have become
corrupt; There is no one who does good, not even one” (Psalm 14:3). Seven hundred years later
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Saint Paul quoted these verses to explain how every person stands condemned before God because
of the stain of sin. He said, “for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).
He further explained that as result of our sin the penalty is death (Romans 6:23). This passage
teaches that we cannot save ourselves. There is no such thing as a cosmic scale that weighs our
good deeds versus our bad deeds. All of our deeds, even the so-called “good deeds” are as filthy
garments, good only for the trash heap. If this is the case, we must analyze what we are trusting in
for salvation. If we are trusting in ourselves, we are going to be sorely lacking.

Isaiah points to a redemptive solution in this passage by showing the need of trusting in God’s
righteousness. He described God’s character: “Who acts in behalf of the one who waits for Him. You
meet him who rejoices in doing righteousness, who remembers You in Your ways” (vv. 4-5). There is
an implied sense of relational dependence to which Isaiah is pointing. He continues this theme of
relational dependence at the end of the section saying: “But now, O LORD, You are our Father, we
are the clay, and You are our potter; and all of us are the work of Your hand” (v. 8). The redemptive
solution to the dire situation we find ourselves in as sinners is to throw ourselves on God’s mercy
and to trust in Him to save us. In the New Testament, we see even more clearly God’s redemption in
Jesus. He bore the wrath of God and forgives us of our sin and cleanses us from all unrighteousness”
(1 John 1:9). As believers in the finished work of Jesus we are forgiven of our sin and have a special
relationship with God, Who at the moment we believed sent His Holy Spirit to live within us
(Ephesians 1:13).

What does this means for us today? We must consider carefully in what/whom we are trusting for
salvation. Isaiah is very clear, that we cannot be good enough to be saved on our own merit.
Becoming a Christian means to lean your full weight on Jesus and trust His righteousness to save
you. As believers we have a special relationship with God, in a way that is similar but yet unique
from God’s chosen people Israel. There will be untold blessings for all believers when they pass into
eternity with God the moment they die. Saint Paul quoted from the first reading and said about
believers in the Lord Jesus, “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9). God allowed
judgment to come upon the people of Israel for the purpose of bringing them back to the Lord. As we
transition to the second reading, which is also from 1 Corinthians, Paul celebrates with the believers
in that region the forgiveness they received through Jesus Who “died for their sins according the
Scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3). We can celebrate that we have come to believe even without
having to endure a military invasion and being carried captive into a foreign land as happened with
the Jews. Although the Jewish people about whom Isaiah wrote in the reading had turned away from
the Lord, one day all of Israel will repent of their sin and be saved (Romans 11:26).

The second reading is the first six verses from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians. Paul founded
this church on his second missionary journey as recorded in Acts 18. The Corinthian church was in a
major cosmopolitan city in southern Greece, immersed in the surrounding godless culture of a
worldly crossroads city. This was actually Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians, he mentioned the
first letter in 1 Corinthians 5:9 that was subsequently lost.
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1 Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, 2 To
the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus,
saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their
Lord and ours: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 1
thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in Christ
Jesus, 5 that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, 6 even
as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you, 7 so that you are not lacking in any
gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will also confirm you to
the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, through whom you
were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (1 Corinthians 1:1-9)

Paul began by affirming his apostleship, meaning that he was someone who saw the resurrected
Lord Jesus and was personally called by the Lord to his ministry. This happened to him while he
journeyed on the road to Damascus as was recorded in the Book of Acts (Acts 9:3-5). Second, Paul
provided the name of Sosthenes who was most likely his secretary. This man had suffered for the
Lord when he was beaten for taking Paul in front of a Corinthian civil court (Acts 18:12-17). The
mention of Sosthenes is significant because it reveals that this important Jewish leader of the
synagogue in that region (Acts 18:17) came to faith in the Lord Jesus. Third, Paul affirmed the
holiness of anyone who believes in the Lord Jesus. He said, “To the church of God which is at
Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every
place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours (v. 2). Sanctification is the
concept of being set apart for the purposes of God. This word comes from the Greek “hagios”
meaning “separation,” and is the same Greek word that is translated “holiness.”

This is a one-time, forever event, but also has an ongoing, growing element, in that as the author of
Hebrews stated, “For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified”
(Hebrews 10:14). Finally, Paul says that in the end, believers in the Lord will be “blameless in the
day of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 8). This is a common theme for Paul, we also see it in 1
Thessalonians 5:23-24 as well as in Philippians 1:6 and 2:15. Paul said in Colossians, “yet He has
now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and
blameless and beyond reproach-if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast,
and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all
creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister” (Colossians 1:22-23). Believers
are blameless in their positon before the Lord, meaning they are justified as if they had never
sinned. However, the ungodly behavior that Paul noted later in 1 Corinthians was not indicative of
true believers, for only true believers are blameless before the Lord. Paul said in the closing verse of
the reading, “God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord” (v. 9). Although as we saw in the first reading, “all have sinned and fallen short of
the glory of God” (Romans 3:23), continuing in the faith is a sign of a true believer.

We can celebrate that as believers we have been set apart from the world for the purpose of serving
God. Most of us do not get too excited about holiness, because holiness has the connation of being
no fun. But that is the deception of the Enemy who makes us think that holiness is a drag. The idea
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of holiness is to be set apart for special use, and which one of us doesn’t want to be “special”. That is
a longing that everyone has. We see a world full of people trying to be special based on the world’s
value system, using their looks, their personality, their wit, their charm, their money, and their
talents to try to stand out from the rest of the crowd. Wanting to feel special is a legitimate longing,
but unless it’s met in Christ, we will try to meet it in some illegitimate way, which is sinful (even if it
is not immoral). So the moral of the story is to recognize that God’s imparted holiness to us is what
meets this deep longing to be set apart for special use.

Something Paul said in the second reading provides an entry point to transition to the Gospel lesson.
Paul said that the Corinthian believers were “awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus
Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:7). In the Gospel lesson from Mark Chapter 13, Jesus provides some
important insight into just how that event will come about. This reading is from the portion of
Scripture known as the Olivet Discourse because Jesus told it while on the Mount of Olives just
across the Kidron Valley from the Jerusalem temple. In this passage, the Lord predicts the future
destruction of the Jerusalem Temple and looks far beyond to the time when God will pour out His
judgment upon the world just before He returns to usher in His Millennial reign. Note: In order to
provide the full context the entire first portion of the chapter that was skipped in the lectionary was
included since it was so important in order to understand the entire context and the meaning that
flows from it.

1 As He was going out of the temple, one of His disciples said to Him, “Teacher, behold what
wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!” 2 And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these
great buildings? Not one stone will be left upon another which will not be torn down.” 3 As
He was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and John and
Andrew were questioning Him privately, 4 “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will
be the sign when all these things are going to be fulfilled?” 5 And Jesus began to say to them,
“See to it that no one misleads you. 6 Many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am He!’ and will
mislead many. 7 When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be frightened; those
things must take place; but that is not yet the end. 8 For nation will rise up against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will also be
famines. These things are merely the beginning of birth pangs. 9 But be on your guard; for
they will deliver you to the courts, and you will be flogged in the synagogues, and you will
stand before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them. 10 The gospel must
first be preached to all the nations. 11 When they arrest you and hand you over, do not worry
beforehand about what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour; for it is not
you who speak, but it is the Holy Spirit. 12 Brother will betray brother to death, and a father
his child; and children will rise up against parents and have them put to death. 13 You will be
hated by all because of My name, but the one who endures to the end, he will be saved. 14
But when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION standing where it should not be (let
the reader understand), then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains. 15 the one
who is on the housetop must not go down, or go in to get anything out of his house; 16 and
the one who is in the field must not turn back to get his coat. 17 But woe to those who are
pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! 18 But pray that it may not
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happen in the winter. 19 For those days will be a time of tribulation such as has not occurred
since the beginning of the creation which God created until now, and never will. 20 Unless
the Lord had shortened those days, no life would have been saved; but for the sake of the
elect, whom He chose, He shortened the days. 21 And then if anyone says to you, ‘Behold,
here is the Christ’; or, ‘Behold, He is there’; do not believe him; 22 for false Christs and false
prophets will arise, and will show signs and wonders, in order to lead astray, if possible, the
elect. 23 But take heed; behold, I have told you everything in advance. 24 But in those days,
after that tribulation, THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS
LIGHT, 25 AND THE STARS WILL BE FALLING from heaven, and the powers that are in the
heavens will be shaken. 26 Then they will see THE SON OF MAN COMING IN CLOUDS with
great power and glory. 27 And then He will send forth the angels, and will gather together
His elect from the four winds, from the farthest end of the earth to the farthest end of
heaven. 28 Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 Even so, you too, when
you see these things happening, recognize that He is near, right at the door. 30 Truly I say to
you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 31 Heaven and earth
will pass away, but My words will not pass away. 32 But of that day or hour no one knows,
not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone. 33 Take heed, keep on the
alert; for you do not know when the appointed time will come. 34 It is like a man away on a
journey, who upon leaving his house and putting his slaves in charge, assigning to each one
his task, also commanded the doorkeeper to stay on the alert. 35 Therefore, be on the
alert-for you do not know when the master of the house is coming, whether in the evening, at
midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning- 36 in case he should come suddenly
and find you asleep. 37 What I say to you I say to all, ‘Be on the alert!"” (Mark 13:1-37)

In order to understand the meaning of Jesus’ message we must provide a brief overall grid of the end
time (eschatological) events. First, although this prophecy was partially fulfilled with the destruction
of the Jerusalem Temple in AD 70, the final fulfillment will be in the future when the Old Testament
prophecies regarding the “Day of the Lord” will be poured out upon the unbelieving world. During
this time, the events of the end times will be marked with signs on earth, signs in the sky, and signs
in heaven. It is important to understand that some events run in parallel throughout our current age
up until the return of the Lord; other events run sequentially, such as those that play out during the
tribulation period.

Parallel Events: Some of the events that run in parallel are as follows.

e The persecution of believers (verse 9)

e The overall decline of morality and godly living (2 Timothy 3:13). Both of these conditions will
grow worse and the persecution of believers will intensify until the close of this age and the
return of the Lord Jesus.

e An overall increase in natural and manmade disasters. Beginning in verse 6 Jesus moved to an
overall description of the age preceding his return. This period was to marked by “wars and
rumors of wars” (v. 6), earthquakes and famines (v. 8), world wars (v. 8) and by many false
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Messiahs (christs, v. 6) coming and saying that they are the Christ. Jesus said that the Gospel
must first go out to the entire world (v. 10), which we see will be fulfilled by an angel in the
Book of Revelation (Revelation 14:6), in spite of the best efforts of Christian missionaries to
achieve this goal.

e The coming of many antichrists (v. 22). Many antichrists have arisen in our age including
figures like David Koresh, Joseph Smith (Mormons), and Charles Taze Russell (JW’s). An
interesting one is the case of a man named Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson. This rabbi
from New York was a very influential Jewish leader in the world. When he died in 1994 his
followers expected him to rise from the dead in you guessed it, three days. As of this writing,
he is still in the grave.

Sequential Events: Other events follow sequentially, some of which are as follows.

e Jesus’ prediction in verses 1-3 of the destruction of the temple, which was fulfilled in AD 70.

e A future “catching up” to meet Jesus in the air, first of the believers that have already died,
then those living of the church to heaven as predicted by Saint Paul in 1 Thessalonians
4:13-18.

“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel
and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and
remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so
we shall always be with the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17)

Once the church is removed from the world because “God has not appointed us to wrath” (1
Thessalonians 5:9) the cascading series of events known as the tribulation period will
commence. The last half of the closing chapter of the tribulation period is known as the “Day
of the Lord,” and this is the emergency scenario that begins when Jesus warns the people in
verse 15.

e Signs in the sky (vv. 24-25).

e The coming of the ultimate Antichrist spoken of by the Prophet Daniel and in the Book of
Revelation. Saint John said in his day that many antichrists had already come (1 John 2:18),
but the Bible predicts the coming of one known as the Man of Sin (2 Thessalonians 2:3). This is
the one that will bring about the “abomination of desolation” described by Jesus in verse 14.
This will mark the establishment of a global ruler known as the Antichrist (1 John 2:18, Daniel
7:8 “the little horn,” Revelation 6:2 -the rider on the white horse), and the false holy spirit
figure known as the false prophet (Revelation 13:11-15).

e The unveiling of God’s judgments described in the Book of Revelation including the seven
seals, trumpets, and bowls (Revelation 6, 8, 11, 15, 16). These are judgments of God as
declared in Revelation: “You are just in these judgments, you who are and who were, the Holy
One, because you have so judged; for they have shed the blood of your saints and prophets,
and you have given them blood to drink as they deserve. ... Yes, Lord God Almighty, true and
just are your judgments” (Revelation 16:5-7).
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e The unveiling of a powerful missionary force from God known as the “144,000 thousand
witnesses” (Revelation 7:4).

e Supernatural protection of the Nation of Israel in a special place prepared by God (Revelation
12:6). This is the place to which Jesus is telling the people to flee in verse 14 when they see
the Abomination of Desolation (refer to the next point below).

e The “abomination of desolation” (v. 14). This is when the Antichrist figure will establish
himself as God and set up his own image in the temple to be worshiped. Paul said this about
the Antichrist: “who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship,
so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God”
(2Thessalonians 2:4). The Jews were familiar with something like this happening before when
Antiochus IV Epiphanes sacked the temple and rededicated it to the god Zeus in 167 BC, and
sacrificed a pig in the temple to his god. This “abomination of desolation” was a type of the
one to come, a prefiguring of the time that the Antichrist would establish himself as god in the
temple to be worshiped by everyone in the world, not just Jerusalem as happened in the earlier
time.

e The destruction of the Antichrist’s religious and civil empire known as “Mystery Babylon”
(Revelation 18:2).

e Marriage Supper of the Lamb with all believers in heaven (Revelation 19:7)

e Return of the Lord Jesus to earth with his victorious church (Revelation 19:11-19).

e Antichrist and False Prophet thrown into the Lake of Fire (Revelation 19:20)

e Satan bound for 1,000 years (Revelation 20:3) then released for a final battle (Revelation 20:7)

e Satan thrown into the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:10).

What does all of this mean for us today? First, Jesus cautioned His disciples to be aware of their
future destiny so that they were living rightly today. By using the parable of the fig tree (v. 28),
something with which the people in the Mediterranean region were very familiar, they could see the
signs of the times and live in a watchful and purposeful way. In the same way that Jesus cautioned
His disciples to beware of by watching for the signs, we can know that Jesus’ return in imminent by
watching the signs ourselves. This means that we should not delay in accomplishing the work that
God has placed in our hearts to accomplish. For, “we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).
Second, because God’s prophets so accurately predicted events that have already occurred,
including Jesus’ (the greatest prophet of all) prediction of the destruction of the temple, we can trust
that the events will play out exactly as God as described in the Scriptures. Because God has so
accurately predicted the future, we can trust Him when He tells us how to enter into an eternal
relationship with Him through faith in His Son, the risen the Lord Jesus Christ. Finally, we can rest
in the fact that everything is going to turn out fine for anyone who trusts in the Lord Jesus for
salvation. Those with faith in the Lord can trust that even if they find themselves thrown into
tribulation, be it the “Great Tribulation” or any tribulation, they can trust that no matter what
happens it will turn out well.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection
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1. How does knowing how the Grand Story ends influence how you live today? What values do you
have as a result of knowing that God wins in the end? What values do you want God to develop in
you based on this knowledge of the end times?

2. The first two readings dealt with humankind’s lack of righteousness (Isaiah) and the Corinthian’s
being called saints. Think about this contrast that is spoken about throughout the Bible. The worse
the bad news is, the better the good news is. Explain why the coming of Christ to die on the cross for
our sins is called “the good news.” How has this become good news for your life?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/113014.cfm

First Reading IS 63:16B-17, 19B; 64:2-7
Second Reading 1 COR 1:3-9
Gospel Reading MK 13:33-37

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Page # 22 of 22 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/olivet-discourse/


http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/113014.cfm
http://www.biblegateway.com/
http://www.lockman.org/

