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Christians t

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 8-28-2016. This week we examine the Book of
Hebrews where we see the difference between the Old and New Covenants. We close with Jesus’
teaching the Pharisees about humility, a message that all of us need to hear.

The first reading is from the Apocrypha. This body of work provides some important historical
insights into the 400-year silent period just prior to the birth of Jesus. We encourage our readers to
become familiar with the cultural and historical context leading up to the publishing of the New
Testament.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The second reading continues the study from last week in the Book of Hebrews. The context of the
reading is following the author’s teaching on the necessity of a believer to pursue peace and
sanctification, “without which no one will see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14b). The writer provided the
counter example of ungodly Esau, “who sold his own birthright for a single meal” (v. 16b). Today’s
reading moves to the subject of the ways in which God deals with believers in the Old versus New
Covenants.

Second Reading:

Note: The text below includes verses 20-21 and 24b-ff that were omitted from the reading.
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Hebrews 12:18-24 NAS95 18 For you have not come to a mountain that can be touched and to a
blazing fire, and to darkness and gloom and whirlwind, 19 and to the blast of a trumpet and the
sound of words which sound was such that those who heard begged that no further word be spoken
to them. 20 For they could not bear the command, “IF EVEN A BEAST TOUCHES THE MOUNTAIN,
IT WILL BE STONED.” 21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, “I AM FULL OF FEAR and
trembling.” 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels, 23 to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are
enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24
and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than
the blood of Abel.

The author expressed the great contrast that exists between God’s covenantal relationship with
believers in the Old and New Covenants. The idea expressed is the difference between the terrors of
God revealed on Mount Sinai versus the peace found on Mount Zion. Believers in the Lord Jesus as a
part of the New Covenant can approach the throne of God with boldness in contrast to the fearful
manner in which the Jews experienced God at Mount Sinai in the Old (see also Hebrews 4:16). The
writer expressed how as New Testament believers we come not to a mountain burning with fire but
rather Mount Zion, the holy city of God (v. 22a). This spiritual city consists of “myriads of angels” (v.
22c), “the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven” (v. 23a), God
the Judge of all (v. 23b), “the spirits of the righteous made perfect” (v. 23d), and “Jesus, the mediator
of a new covenant” (v. 24a). The New Covenant provides a qualitatively different relationship
between God and man through the “mediatorship” of Jesus Christ. This covenant is much better than
the old one because through the blood of Jesus Christ believers are made perfect without the
consciousness of sin that perpetually existed in the Old Covenant. We find this stated earlier in the
Book. “For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of
things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually year by year, make perfect
those who draw near. Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, because the worshipers,
having once been cleansed, would no longer have had consciousness of sins?” (Hebrews 10:1-2).

The reading shows us how our changeless God revealed Himself through two different covenants.
The Mosaic Covenant was delivered to Moses on Mount Sinai through “blazing fire, “darkness,”
“gloom,” a “whirlwind,” “trumpet and the sounds of words which sound was such that those who
heard begged that no further word be spoken to them” (v. 18). This contrast is nowhere more
evident in that of the blood of Abel versus the blood of Jesus in verse 24. Although God accepted
Abel’s sacrifice because it was offered by faith, the blood of Jesus Christ is infinitely greater than
that of Abel because Christ’s blood atoned for the sins of the whole world. As New Testament
believers, we look forward to seeing Mount Zion, the holy city.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

This week we return to Hebrews and the Gospel of Luke that we saw last week. And again we see
some more about the group called the Pharisees in the Gospel teaching, just like the last week.
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Perhaps what may be helpful here is a bit of background about this group of Jewish people. The
Pharisees were middle-class common men that were not necessarily educated like the other group
known as the Sadducees. The Pharisees differed in their beliefs from the Sadducees in that they
believed in life after death, in miracles, and also in angelic beings. They believed that the word of
God was inspired and sought to hold very strictly to the tradition of the Law as given by Moses in the
first five books of the Bible, known as the Pentateuch. However, they taught falsely that their oral
traditions held equal authority to Scripture. Jesus warned the Pharisees about these and other false
teachings in His message of the seven woes found in Matthew 23:1-36. In our day, we must endeavor
to always measure and test our own religious traditions and beliefs against the unchanging
Scriptures.

Now we will examine the context of today’s reading from Saint Luke. Here we find Jesus dining at
the home of a certain famous Pharisee, likely a member of the ruling council called the Sanhedrin.
Could it have been someone like Saint Paul, who was a Pharisee himself? Anyway the Scripture says
that the “people” were observing him carefully. It would seem that they were trying to find some
fault in Jesus, to trip him up, to find a reason for which they could bring him to trial. It would also
seem that other Pharisees were present. So as Jesus often did he told a parable. When you hear the
word “parable” I suggest you think of it this way. The word means quite literally “to throw
alongside.” So think of a parable as a story is thrown alongside to show you some certain spiritual
truth. Be careful not to try and make a parable walk on all fours, but just try to get out of it the
single spiritual truth. Also, be careful to not take it literally if it isn’t meant to be taken that way,
and we can determine if that is the case by looking at the context.

Consider this parable that Jesus gave directly to the Pharisees and also the context as you read it.
Imagine yourself sitting with the Jesus among the Pharisees, a group who strived to please God
through their observance of the Law and holding to their oral traditions. We need to also carefully
consider that the reading for this week omitted verses 2-6 in Luke chapter 14. This is unfortunate
because these verses very clearly describe the context of Jesus’ teaching. Looking at the missing
five verses, we find that the audience also included a man suffering from some abnormal swelling of
his body. The Pharisees proceed to ask Jesus whether it was lawful to heal on the Sabbath which was
the day all of this took place, Saturday (the Jews’ Sabbath was always the last day of the week not on
Sunday as is celebrated by Christians). Jesus responded to their question with a question (as Jesus’
often did!). He asked the Pharisees what would they do if their child or ox fell into a hole on the
Sabbath, would they pull them out immediately? The implied answer is of course yes. Anyone
knows through pure common sense that you would pull your child or ox out of hole on the Sabbath
Day. Jesus then took a hold of the man and healed him on the spot, something which no doubt
caused great anger to the Pharisees. They were likely thinking something like, “You just broke the
Sabbath Law, and for this lowly scum of a man with a bloated face and who is ceremonially
unclean.” The question is, what was this man with dropsy even doing there at the prominent
Pharisee’s house? According to the Law he would be ruled unclean and unable to enter the temple,
but here he was at the home of the prominent Pharisee. Were the Pharisees not already bending
their rules to allow this unclean man to be there at the meal? Or were they being hypocritical, or
was the man able to wander in because of the typically open configuration of the ancient near
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eastern home? The text does not say. Now with this context in mind let’s look at the parable.
Gospel Reading:

Luke 14:1 NAS95 1 It happened that when He went into the house of one of the leaders of the
Pharisees on the Sabbath to eat bread, they were watching Him closely.

Omitted Verses:

Luke 14:2-6 NAS95 2 And there in front of Him was a man suffering from dropsy. 3 And Jesus
answered and spoke to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or
not?” 4 But they kept silent. And He took hold of him and healed him, and sent him away. 5 And He
said to them, “Which one of you will have a son or an ox fall into a well, and will not immediately pull
him out on a Sabbath day?” 6 And they could make no reply to this.

Luke 14:7-14 NAS95 7 And He began speaking a parable to the invited guests when He noticed how
they had been picking out the places of honor at the table, saying to them, 8 “When you are invited
by someone to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for someone more distinguished than
you may have been invited by him, 9 and he who invited you both will come and say to you, ‘Give
your place to this man,” and then in disgrace you proceed to occupy the last place. 10 But when you
are invited, go and recline at the last place, so that when the one who has invited you comes, he may
say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will have honor in the sight of all who are at the table
with you. 11 For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be
exalted. 12 And He also went on to say to the one who had invited Him, ‘When you give a luncheon
or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, otherwise
they may also invite you in return and that will be your repayment. 13 But when you give a
reception, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed, since they do
not have the means to repay you; for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.””

Jesus’ parable was a frontal attack upon the Pharisees who “love[d] the chief seats in the synagogues
and the respectful greetings in the market places” (Luke 11:43). Because the Pharisees were
exalting themselves over everyone else, their problem was one of pride. The central taught by Jesus
in this passage was God’s calling to be humble. By humbling yourself to help those that cannot help
themselves you will be repaid in heaven, but the reward may not be obvious in this life. Jesus was
upsetting the apple cart of the Pharisees’ world by suggesting that the lowly people in this world,
like the man with the terrible dropsy, would be exalted in the coming kingdom of heaven. Jesus
demonstrated His own humility through the healing of the man with dropsy (Luke 14:3) in spite of
the fact that He knew it would anger the Pharisees with whom He would soon be dining. He then
went on to give them teaching about why being humble was so important.
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Read again the section in the reading regarding this upside down world that Jesus is teaching
regarding His kingdom. “For every one who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who
humbles himself will be exalted” (v. 11). God is the only one we may exalt any of us, although the
Pharisees exalted themselves above everyone else, even above their sick brother.

To apply today’s reading in our lives we can pray to God to help us to see ourselves as servants to
those people that don’t believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. We can ask God to show us how to see
ourselves “washing their dirty feet,” helping to heal their sickness, and serving them by praying for
them. We can ask God to give us the courage to speak to them about the forgiveness of sins that is
given only through believing that Jesus Christ died one single time on the cross for their sins,
through a sacrifice than can never be repeated.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. Can you think of a time this past week when I considered myself as better than someone else?
What was the circumstance? In what ways does Jesus speak to you from what you learned in the
Gospel message?

2. What is one thing that you can change in regards to this teaching of Jesus on the necessity of
being humble?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.usccbh.org/bible/readings/082816.cfm

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Lectionary: 126

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass-Study-Notes-for-Sunday 08-28-2016.pdfDownload
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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 05-01-2016. This week’s study is long, but important.
We challenge our readers to stick through it as we think that you will find great rewards in following
the study.

The first reading from Acts we look at records the findings of an important meeting in the church
called the Jerusalem Council. After this, we continue the study in Revelation in which we see how
God presents a new, perfect Holy City that was made in heaven for the saints to dwell in forever.
Then we close with the Gospel of John in which we see Jesus’ foretelling of the promise to send the
Holy Spirit to live in the hearts of all believers.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from Acts and records the event known as the Jerusalem Council. Leading up to
the reading Paul had endured some tremendous persecution to the extent that while in Lystra he
was stoned and left for dead (Acts 14:19-20). It’s possible that during this time Paul experienced his
visions of heaven (2 Corinthians 12:1-6). After Paul’s miraculous recovery, he traveled with
Barnabus back to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch and “appointed elders for them in every church”
(Acts 14:23). Here Paul said, “Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God” (v.
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22c). Thus, Paul continued his leadership of the Gentile church and next journeyed to Jerusalem for
a very important ecumenical council, meaning a gathering of all of the church leaders from both the
Gentile and Jewish realms.

First Reading:

Acts 15:1-2 NAS95 1 Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, “Unless
you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And when Paul and
Barnabas had great dissension and debate with them, the brethren determined that Paul and
Barnabas and some others of them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning
this issue.

[If you would like to read the section that was omitted it is included at the end of this week’s study.]

Acts 15:22-29 NAS95 22 Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church,
to choose men from among them to send to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas-Judas called Barsabbas,
and Silas, leading men among the brethren, 23 and they sent this letter by them, “The apostles and
the brethren who are elders, to the brethren in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia who are from the
Gentiles, greetings. 24 Since we have heard that some of our number to whom we gave no
instruction have disturbed you with their words, unsettling your souls, 25 it seemed good to us,
having become of one mind, to select men to send to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 26
men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 Therefore we have sent
Judas and Silas, who themselves will also report the same things by word of mouth. 28 For it seemed
good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you no greater burden than these essentials: 29 that
you abstain from things sacrificed to idols and from blood and from things strangled and from
fornication; if you keep yourselves free from such things, you will do well. Farewell.”

As the reading opens, Doctor Luke records how some men from Judea began teaching that as
Christians they must adhere to the practices of the Mosaic Law especially concerning the matter of
circumcision (v. 1). This was the reason that Paul and Barnabas went down to Jerusalem, to discuss
this extremely important issue. (The complete text of the ecumenical council meeting is included at
the end of this study in the “Going Deeper” section). Evidently, James was the leader of the meeting;
this is the James who wrote the biblical Book of the same name and a relative of Jesus. His
leadership is implied since, at the conclusion of the council, he stood up unopposed and made the
pronouncement that we see in verses 22 - 29. While this was an important finding of the council, we
must remember the occasion that led to the initiation of the important gathering as well as the
culture in which the events happened. Without saying it, James’ bottom line gave believers
confidence that they did not have to be circumcised according to the Mosaic Law. But they were to
hold to other “essentials” including abstaining from food sacrificed to idols, from the eating of blood,
eating of meat from animals that had been strangled, and from the sexual sin of fornication (v. 29).
These things were so repulsive to Jewish Christians who had just come out of Judaism that the
Gentile believers were asked to be considerate in these ways for the sake of unity. Obviously when
we read over this list, we understand the degree to which the Jewish and pagan cultures clashed and
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the context in which the early believers were immersed. This cultural context greatly influenced the
findings of the leaders in the meeting. If converted Jews and pagans were going to get along in the
family of God, these bare essentials would help them achieve unity. We know later, Saint Paul taught
in 1 Corinthians 8 that eating food sacrificed to idols was acceptable only if it did not violate one’s
conscience and that of those around them (1 Corinthians 8:10-13). The principle elicited by Paul in
First Corinthians would seemingly also apply to the practices of eating strangled food and blood.
However, the prohibition of sexual sin stands out on the list as a universal principle for believers of
all time (for Old Testament believers and New Testament believers).

One of the big ideas in the reading is how God entrusted the ministry of the church to frail,
imperfect believers to safeguard the treasury of truth with great diligence. The leaders of the church
back then in this very crucial era in which the New Testament Scriptures were recorded were tasked
with many great responsibilities. They were responsible for both keeping the church pure from false
teachings while at the same time balancing the important cultural factors of their day including the
movement of the church away from a purely Jewish organization to one containing a large
proportion of Gentiles. The findings of the Council were important because it showed how the
church leaders were willing to subjugate the Mosaic Law through their acceptance of Jesus’
fulfillment of it through His death and resurrection. Jesus said, “Do not think that I came to abolish
the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill” (Matthew 5:17). To the extent that
the Law served to safeguard the conscience of the Jewish believers, it was important to them for
conscience sake, but they were not to foist these legalistic practices upon the Gentile church.

Some application points that you could consider are regarding how cultural “baggage” affects our
Christian walk and how that influences other believers. In what ways do we foist a list of
requirements upon other believers around us who don’t come from exactly the same cultural context
as ourselves? Perhaps a good case would be a Christian who worships in a way that is different than
your style (maybe they raise their hands, maybe they pray a spontaneous prayer) or a believer who
votes for a different political candidate than you do. Is it possible to still be united in Christ, but
differ on some of the unique expressions of faith? A good principle to follow, coined by St. Augustine
in this matter: “in essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity.”

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The second reading is from the continuing study of the Book of Revelation. The context of the
reading is after the conclusion of Jesus’ one thousand year (millennial) reign on earth, a period
during which Satan will be bound. Just prior to Jesus beginning this reign on earth, some three and
one half years before, He had returned to the earth in fulfillment of Acts 1:11 and gathered all of the
believers both living and dead with him to heaven. Believers that were already dead were rejoined
with their bodies and given new glorified ones. Believers alive at Jesus’ coming were gathered to
Jesus in their living bodies after which they received their glorified bodies as well. Jesus had told His
disciples, “I go to prepare a place for you” (John 14:3). It’s evident that the New Jerusalem is the
place that Jesus went to prepare and this perfect city is now being presented to the believers of all
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time as an eternal dwelling place. After the return of the Lord Jesus all believers now have real (but
glorified), physical bodies so they require a real place to live. In contrast, when saints die in the
current age they go to heaven without their physical bodies and without the need for physical
lodging. Therefore, Scripture seems to indicate that God provides them the New Jerusalem as their
dwelling place from the moment they receive their glorified bodies at the time of the return of the
Lord Jesus to earth. In summary, people with only a spiritual body in heaven rest in that spiritual
place, whereas when they rejoin their physical bodies they will again require a physical resting
place. This is in spite of the fact that the New Jerusalem is somehow built in heaven!

After Jesus’ thousand-year reign on earth, Satan was released from his bonds and allowed to lead
one last rebellion against God. In this huge battle of Gog and Magog (Revelation 20:8), he allied
himself with the non-believers who had secretly held out during the millennial reign of Christ on
earth. As these demonic forces surround the great city (Jerusalem), fire came down from heaven and
devoured them (v. 9). Afterwards, every non-believer in the universe from all time stood before the
“great white throne judgment” (Revelation 20:11). First, the devil joined the beast and the false
prophet who were already in the lake of fire. Then the Scripture makes a very sobering statement
concerning the universal judgment of non-believers, “And if anyone’s name was not found written in
the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:15). The lake of fire is called “the
second death” (v. 14) about which Jesus said in the next chapter, “But for the cowardly and
unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all
liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death”
(Revelation 21:8). God describes everyone who fails to trust in the Lord Jesus for salvation by these
characteristics, regardless of how “good” they may have perceived themselves to be before the
judgment against God'’s standard of perfection. As believers we understand that our perfection
comes only through our acceptance of Jesus’ finished work on the cross for us.

As the cataclysmic events grind to a sudden halt John records how the earth as we know it will be
destroyed and replaced by a new creation in which there will no longer be any sea (Revelation 21:1).
At this point one of the angels that poured out the last seven plagues introduced the bride of Christ,
the group that we know as the church (v. 9). Today’s reading opens with the New Jerusalem
descending from the sky down towards the new earth. How the New Jerusalem that descends from
the sky and the new earth relate to one another is unknown. We don’t know if the city “touches
down” or remains a heavenly dwelling place but within sight of the new earth, a form of “satellite
city” in the sky.

Second Reading:
Note: Verses 24-27 which were omitted are included below.

Revelation 21:10-14 NAS95 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain,
and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 11 having the glory
of God. Her brilliance was like a very costly stone, as a stone of crystal-clear jasper. 12 It had a great
and high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels; and names were written on them,
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which are the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel. 13 There were three gates on the east
and three gates on the north and three gates on the south and three gates on the west. 14 And the
wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb.

Revelation 21:22-27 NAS95 22 I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb
are its temple. 23 And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of
God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of
the earth will bring their glory into it. 25 In the daytime (for there will be no night there) its gates
will never be closed; 26 and they will bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it; 27 and
nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only
those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

John described the New Jerusalem coming down out of the sky as a city with twelve gates marked by
the names of the twelve tribes of Israel, signifying that the Old Testament pointed the way to this
eternal city. The foundation of the city, though, was laid by the “twelve apostles of the Lamb” (v. 14)
identifying that this beautiful city was built on the testimony of the New Testament disciples
(learners), who later were called apostles (sent ones). In the intervening verses that were omitted
from the reading (vv. 15-21) John provides greater details about the gates of the holy city, the walls
as well as the size, some fifteen hundred miles square (v. 16). He described the street of the city as
“pure gold, like transparent glass,” (v. 21) something which is hard to understand. How can gold be
like transparent glass? Suffice it to say that our categories of beauty can’t contain the world that is
to come.

Rejoining the reading in verse 22, John describes how there is no need for a temple in the New
Jerusalem because, “the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.” In verse 24 the
Gentile nature of the church is specifically mentioned when John says, “The nations will walk by its
light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it,” something about which we read in
the first reading. The city is by definition a pure place in which “nothing unclean, and no one who
practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in
the Lamb’s book of life” (v. 27). We saw a similar list of prohibited people in the introduction. The
principle of repetition marks this as an important point. “But for the cowardly and unbelieving and
abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part
will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death” (Revelation 21:8)
The “holy city, Jerusalem” (v. 10) will be just that, holy, forever and nothing unholy will enter it
forever.

We can find rest in the fact that in spite of the current difficult circumstances we may be
experiencing, or the haunting memories of things that have happened to us in the past, we will find
eternal rest in a perfect place prepared by God for us. We will never again have to question whether
someone is walking with the Lord, for everyone will be in perfect harmony with God. We won'’t be

Page # 10 of 23 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/new-jerusalem/



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

living in some ephemeral city consisting of wafting clouds as depicted in the media about heaven,
but rather we will live in a perfect, physical city with a perfect, holy God forever. In this place we
will find perfect fellowship with people from all walks of life, both Jews and Gentiles, and this will
mark the perfect end of discrimination forever in ways that the civil laws could never do.

An important take away point is for us to remember that this world is not our home and it’s not all
there is. The world will tell us that the one with the most toys wins, but we are not playing their
“game.” We are live with an eternal perspective that is not satisfied with the finite and dead end
satisfactions of this world. When these things are in their right place, we can enjoy them. What is
eternal about this world is the human soul. That is why it is important to settle the question of our
eternal destiny now. This passage tells us how we can know if we are permitted into the New
Jerusalem, God’s eternal city. “Only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life” will
be allowed to enter. How do we know if our name is written there?

The Bible tells us that it is the Lamb’s book, which is significant. Who is the Lamb? None other than
Jesus Christ (John 1:29 tells us that Jesus is the Lamb of God, who takes away sins of the world).
When sin entered the world through Adam, a blood sacrifice was required for the forgiveness of sin
(Hebrews 9:22). All through the Old Testament, lambs were sacrificed in place of the person who
deserved to die for the sins they committed. Jesus’ death and shed blood, as the Lamb of God, was
the final and complete sacrifice to provide forgiveness for sins (Hebrews 10:12). First Peter 1:3-5
and 1:18-21 explain the importance of Jesus’ sacrificial death for the salvation of our souls:

1 Peter 1:3-5 NAS95 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His
great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, 4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade
away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

1 Peter 1:18-21 NAS95 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or
gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a
lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 20 For He was foreknown before the foundation
of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you 21 who through Him are
believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are
in God.

Therefore, you can have assurance that your name is written in His book of life if you are trusting in
the Lamb of God to take away the penalty for your sin and looking to Him to give you a new life that
is eternal. If you have not consciously made this choice to trust in Jesus’ sacrificial death to cover
the payment for your sin, you can pray right now to tell Him that you would like this free gift, which
provides forgiveness of the debt you owe God and assurance that your name is written in the Lamb’s
book of life.

The Gospel reading will teach us more about belief in Jesus, for Jesus told His disciples about how
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they could demonstrate their belief and love for Him.
Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The Gospel reading is from John chapter 14. Jesus had just told His disciples that He was going away
to prepare a place for them (John 14:3), which was mentioned in the discussion on the second
reading. Jesus also told His disciples that He wouldn’t leave them as orphans, that He would come to
them through the promise of a Helper, “that He may be with you forever” (John 14:16). In today’s
reading, we learn about this Helper Jesus promised to the disciples and to all believers who trust in
His name. This discussion was prompted by the question in 14:22: “Lord, what then has
happenedthat You are going to disclose Yourself to us and not to the world?”

Gospel Reading:

John 14:23-29 NAS95 23 Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word;
and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him. 24 He who
does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the
Father’s who sent Me. 25 These things I have spoken to you while abiding with you. 26 But the
Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and
bring to your remembrance all that I said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you;
not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful. 28 You
heard that I said to you, ‘I go away, and I will come to you.” If you loved Me, you would have rejoiced
because I go to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 Now I have told you before it
happens, so that when it happens, you may believe.”

The reading opened with Jesus clarifying why He is disclosing certain things to the disciples and not
to others. Jesus explains that those who love Him will keep His commandments (v. 23a). He is telling
those closest to Him, the twelve disciples, these things so that they might no longer be slaves, but
instead, be intimate, like friends, knowing the will of God (John 15:15 ). He says, IF you love me,
then you will keep my word (meaning obey Him from the heart and have His value system become
your value system). Loving God naturally leads us to keeping the commandments of God; it is love in
action: loving God leads to godly actions. It seems that one of God’s love languages is following
Him, instead of following our own inclinations and misguided desires.

Next, Jesus, who had just told His disciples that He was going away to prepare a place for them, told
them how both the Father and the Son would “make Our abode with him”—him being the one who
loves Jesus and keeps His word (v. 23d). So while Jesus was predicting His physical departure from
this world, He reassured His disciples that He would still be with them, by making their hearts His
new home.

He would make their hearts His home by sending the Holy Spirit to live inside of them. Jesus
reminded them that this promise of the sending of the Holy Spirit weren't just His words, but the
Word of the Father Who sent Him (v. 24), therefore all three Persons of the Godhead were involved.
Jesus’ promise was that He would send the Holy Spirit to them to “teach you all things, and bring to
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your remembrance all that I said to you” (v. 26). This was to comfort them and bring them peace (v.
27) because He had earlier told them that He was going to be leaving them (John 14:3). Looking
back on what Jesus said, it is important to note that the Holy Spirit can’t teach us all things or bring
things to our remembrance if we are not putting His Word in our heart. We know that the Holy Spirit
is the person who inspired the Bible, since Saint Peter said, “for no prophecy was ever made by an
act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God” (2 Peter 1:21). We cooperate
with God’s work in our lives when we read, study and integrate the truth of God’s Word in our daily
lives.

Jesus told them all of this ahead of time so that when the Holy Spirit came, they would remember
His promise of sending Him to them and be comforted. This is exactly what we find in the Book of
Acts. After Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension, many of His followers were confused and
discouraged. But then, the promised Holy Spirit came, launching the Church in Jerusalem during the
feast of Pentecost. The disciples, who had cowered in an upper room a few weeks earlier were now
emboldened and spoke new and unlearned languages to preach the good news of salvation through
Jesus. Such strange things were happening that Peter had to give an explanation to a large crowd
who had gathered inquiring about the disciples. Peter’s explanation was that Jesus had sent the
promised Holy Spirit. Jesus, sending the Holy Spirit, was the “culprit” for these signs and wonders:
“Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the
promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear” (Acts 2:33). The
sending of the Holy Spirit fulfilled what Jesus had predicted when He said that he wouldn't leave the
believers as orphans (John 14:18) and that the Holy Spirit would teach them and bring to
remembrance all things. He stands ready to do the same for us. The Holy Spirit is the Person of the
Godhead who empowers believers for ministry.

The big idea in the reading is that Jesus promises not to leave any of us as orphans; but rather, He
promises to give us peace through the presence of His Holy Spirit. We cannot overstate the
importance of the ministry of the Holy Spirit in our lives as believers in Jesus Christ. The Spirit’s
ministry to the hearts in whom He dwells is important not only for spreading the Gospel around the
world but also for empowering us to accomplish all of the purposes of God in our lives. There are
many Christians who are trying to live the Christian life on their own strength, living as an orphan.
That is not God’s intention. He specifically tells us that we are to rely on the Spirit to live the
Christian life. If we don’t know how to do this, we can ask Him to teach us. When we read Scripture,
we can look for what it tells us about walking in step with the Spirit (Galatians 5:18) relying on the
Spirit to produce the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23), being filled with the Spirit (Ephesians
5:18), and having our mind set on the things of the Spirit (Romans 8).

There are manifold ministries of the Holy Spirit in the life of a believer; here are just a few of the
things the Holy Spirit gives us:

e A second birth, a spiritual birth, making us “born from above” or “born again” (John 3:3) with
a regenerated soul (Titus 3:5).
¢ Confirmation that as a believer we are an heir of God and fellow heir with Christ (Romans
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8:15-17).
e Membership in God’s universal church, which is baptism with the Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:13).
e The ability to understand and apply the Scriptures to our lives (1 Corinthians 2:12).
e Intercession on our behalf in prayer (Romans 8:26-27).
¢ A seal or guarantee until the day that we are redeemed in heaven (Ephesians 1:13-14).

We encourage you to look up each of the verse references and ponder how the Holy Spirit empowers
you to accomplish God’s purposes in your life.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. In the first reading we considered how one’s cultural background impacted their Christian beliefs
and how these beliefs affected the other believers around them. When was there a time in which you
met another Christian from a much different cultural context than your own? In what ways did you
need to reexamine your core beliefs in order to provide them with the grace or leeway to accept
them as brothers or sisters in the Lord?

2. In what ways can you identify with Jesus’ disciples who were discouraged when He said He was
going to leave them? How have you felt like an orphan? Identify which characteristics of living as an
orphan or living as a child of God in the table below resonate with you. Talk to God and other solid
Christians about your desire to be shored up in the areas you are still living like an orphan. Praise
God for the confidence He has given you as a child of God.

Orphan Child of God

Anxious and worried about needs: no sense of God’s | Content about God’s provisions: Has a

infinite resources. It feels like | have to make life sense that my God shall supply all my

work on my own and who | am is not enough. needs according to His riches in glory
(Phil. 4:11-19).

Infused with a sense of conditional love and Infused with a sense of unconditional

acceptance; you're only as good as your last love and acceptance; failure is not fatal

performance. (1 John 3:1).

Highly defended from a sense of vulnerability; Learns that feeling inadequate is a

needs to be safe, secure and right. Criticism either natural consequence of the Fall. Instead
demolishes me or propels me to show them wrong. | of turning to self-protection, I try to find

Either way, | protect myself from the gnawing my adequacy in Christ (2 Cor. 3:5). This
voices of criticism. Shrinks back in fear and resists allows me to be realistic about my
taking God-directed risks. weaknesses and honest about my

vulnerabilities with God and others. It
allows me to overcome fear and take
God-directed risks.
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Prays when “on” or in crisis.

Prays throughout the day, knowing that
the Spirit dwells in me and wants to
relate to me (1 Thess. 5:17).

Uses “Christian freedom” to indulge the flesh, such
as biting and devouring each other, being
conceited, provoking and envying others. Gal. 5:
19-21 says: “The acts of the flesh are obvious:
sexual immorality,impurity and

debauchery;* idolatry and witchcraft; hatred,
discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition,
dissensions, factions** and envy; drunkenness,
orgies, and the like.”

Uses “Christian freedom” to “serve one
anotherhumbly in love” (Gal. 5:13).
Starting to see the fruit of the Spirit (Gal.
5:22-23): **“But the fruitof the Spirit is
love,joy, peace,forbearance, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness,?® gentleness and
self-control.” These are coming from the
inside of my being, not just being
imposed from the outside or merely
trying to conform to Christian standards.

Needs to be in control and persuade people to see
things my way. | am controlled by a need to impress
people.

Becoming Spirit-controlled, which frees
me up to submit to God-given authority,
to let other people be “right” and to care
more about incarnating Christ than
impressing people.

3. Review the list of the ministries of the Spirit given in the Gospel lesson. How does the Holy Spirit

help you overcome your feelings of separation and loneliness?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.uscch.org/bible/readings/050116.cfm

Sixth Sunday of Easter Lectionary: 57

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Keywords:

Ecumenical Council, lake of fire, Great White Throne Judgment, circumcision, eating of food

sacrificed to idols, Gentile Church, New Jerusalem

Going Deeper:
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The following is the text of the ecumenical council event that was omitted from the reading.

Acts 15:3-21 NAS95 3 Therefore, being sent on their way by the church, they were passing through
both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and were bringing
great joy to all the brethren. 4 When they arrived at Jerusalem, they were received by the church
and the apostles and the elders, and they reported all that God had done with them. 5 But some of
the sect of the Pharisees who had believed stood up, saying, “It is necessary to circumcise them and
to direct them to observe the Law of Moses.” 6 The apostles and the elders came together to look
into this matter. 7 After there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brethren,
you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles would
hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8 “And God, who knows the heart, testified to them giving
them the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us; 9 and He made no distinction between us and them,
cleansing their hearts by faith. 10 “Now therefore why do you put God to the test by placing upon
the neck of the disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? 11 “But we
believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are.” 12
All the people kept silent, and they were listening to Barnabas and Paul as they were relating what
signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. 13 After they had stopped
speaking, James answered, saying, “Brethren, listen to me. 14 “Simeon has related how God first
concerned Himself about taking from among the Gentiles a people for His name. 15 “With this the
words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written, 16 ‘AFTER THESE THINGS I will return, AND I
WILL REBUILD THE TABERNACLE OF DAVID WHICH HAS FALLEN, AND I WILL REBUILD ITS
RUINS, AND I WILL RESTORE IT, 17 SO THAT THE REST OF MANKIND MAY SEEK THE LORD,
AND ALL THE GENTILES WHO ARE CALLED BY MY NAME,” 18 SAYS THE LORD, WHO MAKES
THESE THINGS KNOWN FROM LONG AGO. 19 “Therefore it is my judgment that we do not trouble
those who are turning to God from among the Gentiles, 20 but that we write to them that they
abstain from things contaminated by idols and from fornication and from what is strangled and from
blood. 21 “For Moses from ancient generations has in every city those who preach him, since he is
read in the synagogues every Sabbath.”

List the important truths this council tells us about the following:

e God
¢ Gentiles
e Jews

e Salvation

Mass-Study-Notes-for-Sunday 05-01-2016.pdfDownload
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Mass Study Notes for Sunday 5-18-2014

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 5-18-2014. This week we open with a reading from Acts
and then return to our study on First Peter. Then we conclude with a Gospel lesson from John 14. As
I write this, I am preparing to travel to France with a group of students to experience the culture
there for the next two weeks. From there I am visiting an aunt and uncle in Belgium, the uncle that
has spent his life researching the Church and as a professor at the American University of Leuven.

The first reading is from Acts 6. Here we see how God put it into the hearts of the disciples to
organize the early church by dividing the duties among serving and preaching.

1 Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint arose on the
part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows were being
overlooked in the daily serving of food. 2 So the twelve summoned the congregation of the
disciples and said, “It is not desirable for us to neglect the word of God in order to serve
tables. 3 “Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of
the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task. 4 “But we will devote
ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 The statement found approval with the
whole congregation; and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch. 6 And
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these they brought before the apostles; and after praying, they laid their hands on them. 7
The word of God kept on spreading; and the number of the disciples continued to increase
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were becoming obedient to the faith.
(Acts 6:1-7)

First, note that Stephan, one of the man who was selected to serve was martyred in the very next
chapter because of his powerful speech to the unbelieving Jews. A point that can be observed is
although believers may have specific, non-ministry roles all of us are called to give testimony for
Jesus. Saint Peter said, in the context of enduring suffering Christian testimony, “but sanctify Christ
as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an
account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence” (1 Peter 3:15). Second, note
that the disciples prayed for God’s confirmation and blessing upon their decision (v. 6). Prayer is an
essential first step when making decisions of any kind, but especially those dealing with the
organization and carrying out of God’s ministry. Finally, note that “a great many of the priests were
becoming obedient to the faith” (v.7). Though many of the Jews rejected Christ, God reached many
of the Jewish leaders in order to rapidly build His Church (v. 7, “The word of God kept on
spreading”). This conversion led to the priesthood of all believers, a mystery that we will see was
revealed in the second reading from today.

Moving onto the second reading, we return to the Book of First Peter. The context of the message is
persecution of believers. Here we see the mystery of the priesthood of all believers revealed,
through the symbolism of stone building blocks with Jesus as the Chief Cornerstone, the One Whom
the builders, aka the Jews, rejected.

4 And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and
precious in the sight of God, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual
house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ. 6 For this is contained in Scripture: “BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A
PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE
DISAPPOINTED.” 7 This precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for those who
disbelieve, “THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE VERY
CORNER stone,” 8 and, “A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE”; for they
stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also
appointed. 9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A
PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him
who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;( 1 Peter 2:4-9)

The main idea from this text is that God is building His Church out of precious building blocks of
people, the foremost of whom is Jesus Christ, the “living stone which has been rejected by men” (v.
4). This Church is made up of spiritual stones (believers) all of whom are priests in the eyes of God
(v. 9), since the Jewish Levitical priesthood has passed away. Jesus is our High Priest (Hebrews
4:14), the only mediator between us and God (1 Timothy 2:5, the byline of this ministry). Jesus is of
the line of Melchizedek (Hebrews 7:17), not the line of Aaron that has passed away. One of the
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reasons that Stephen was stoned after his appointment in Acts 6 that we read in the first reading
was because of his teaching about the passing away of the Old Testament Levitical priesthood. We
can celebrate the fact that Jesus’ priesthood will never pass away, and that we join with Him as
spiritual priests for His service.

The main theme of the Book of First Peter that was have studied over the past several weeks has
been the suffering of believers. The Gospel reading today provides some insights into things that
believers can look forward to in order to endure suffering in their daily lives. The Gospel lesson this
week is from John Chapter 14. This is one of those sections of Scripture about which we say, “if they
were written in detail, I suppose that even the world itself would not contain the books that would be
written” (John 21:25). This contains some of the richest teaching from Jesus of anywhere in the New
Testament. As you read take note of repeated words and phrases which provide indications of the
subjects that Jesus emphasized during His message to the disciples in the upper room of the Last
Supper just before He went to Calvary.

1 “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s
house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a
place for you. 3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to
Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way where I am going.”
5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we know the
way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the
Father but through Me. 7 If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from
now on you know Him, and have seen Him.” 8 Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father,
and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have
not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say,
‘Show us the Father’? 10 “Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in
Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in
Me does His works. 11 Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise
believe because of the works themselves. 12 Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me,
the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to
the Father.” (John 14:1-12)

This section is unique in that it contained two sets of repeated words and phrases each of which was
repeated three times. First, Jesus emphasized His divinity by using the phrase “I am” three times, a
phrase that appeared throughout John’s Gospel just before Jesus gave himself to the people to be
crucified for the sins of the world. The disciples would have recognized this phrase as a strong
statement of divinity. Although their eyes were blinded to the reality of the events that Jesus
predicted concerning His death and resurrection, they would later remember this event after he rose
from the dead. No one used this phrase about himself unless they were God. Second, Jesus repeated
the phrase “believe in Me” three times during his final message to His disciples on that last Passover
meal with them. As in any Bible study, repeated words provide an insight into the subject that was
being emphasized by the Gospel writer under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:21). In the
case the big idea of the message was that because Jesus is God the world is to believe in Him.
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As we said in the introduction, entire collections of books could be written about this section, even
about just a single verse. Let’s consider a portion of one verse in detail, something that spoke
particularly to us as we studied Jesus’ message. Verse 3 provided several powerful insights into not
only Jesus’ mission and how He served us, and a glimpse into our future with Him.

3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where [
am, there you may be also.

Jesus said:

“If.” Jesus had the choice to either follow the will of the Father, or to forsake the eventual
suffering and just save Himself. Jesus said in Luke, “Father, if You are willing, remove this
cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done” (Luke 22:42). Jesus chose suffering and
death for us. Saint Paul said, “Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:8).

“I go.” Nobody else could go to redeem us from our sin, Jesus had to go for us as a substitute,
the perfect lamb of God. Saint Peter said, “and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the
cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were
healed” (1 Peter 2:24). Jesus said in verse six that He was the only to God for us. “I am the
way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.”

“to prepare a place.” Jesus went to heaven with a mission to prepare a place for us to come
to, either when we die or when He comes to gather His church (1 Thessalonians 4:17). Jesus
was a carpenter, but the city to which He went to prepare was most likely a heavenly place,
the “New Jerusalem” referred to in several places in the Bible including Galatians 4:26,
Hebrews 11:10, Hebrews 12:22-24, Hebrews 13:14), but it is most fully described in
Revelation 21. John spoke in the Book of Revelation about this glorious place, “And I saw the
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride
adorned for her husband” Revelation 21:2)

“for you.” Jesus died for us because “all of us have sinned and fallen short of the glory of
God” (Romans 3:23). “The penalty for our sins is death” (Romans 6:23a) but because Jesus
gave Himself for us “the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans
6:23b). We can’t do anything to earn it. Paul said, “For by grace you have been saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one
may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).

“I will come again.” Jesus is going to come again. First, He will come to gather His church,
first the saints that have already died, and then those that remain. Second, Jesus will return
to pass judgment upon entire earth. Paul said about this first event:

“14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those
who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we
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who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen
asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who
are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord “(1 Thessalonians 4:14-17)

John said about this second event:

“11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are a flame of
fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one
knows except Himself. 13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called
The Word of God. 14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and
clean, were following Him on white horses. 15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that
with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He
treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty” (Revelation 19:11-15).

As believers in the risen Jesus Christ our Lord, we can be comforted by the fact that we are in
the first group. We are of those who will be met by Jesus when we die (John 14:3), or are
taken by Him (1 Thessalonians 4:17).

As we conclude the study for the Mass this week, let’s focus upon something that Jesus said in the
Gospel. Our Lord said, “I will come again and receive you to Myself” (John 14:3). The first Person
that we see after we die will be Jesus Christ Himself! What a comfort this can be to us as we journey
through difficult days “topside,” as I like to say.

Have a great week.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. People around us, even those that go to church, have many different beliefs about how people get
to God when they die. Some believe that they must be a good person, follow the Golden Rule
(Matthew 7:12), and be something like at least 51 percent good and no more than 49 percent bad.
What did Jesus say was the only true way to come to God? Using what you learned today, write a
paragraph about how you would lovingly explain to someone holding a false belief about how to
make it to heaven.

2. You read a verse in Revelation 21 about the New Jerusalem (Rev 21:2). That chapter contains
many comforting verses to believers in Jesus regarding the place Jesus is preparing for us and the
way in which God will comfort us after our trials here on earth. Read that entire chapter of
Revelation and answer the following question.

How did the study of Revelation 21 provide you with a blessing as promised by God in
Revelation 1:3, “blessed are those who read this Book”?

Page # 21 of 23 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/new-jerusalem/



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/051814.cfm

First Reading ACTS 6:1-7

Acts 6:1-7 NAS95 1 Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint arose on the
part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows were being overlooked in the
daily serving of food. 2 So the twelve summoned the congregation of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable
for us to neglect the word of God in order to serve tables. 3 “Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven
men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task. 4 “But we
will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 The statement found approval with the
whole congregation; and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus,
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch. 6 And these they brought before the
apostles; and after praying, they laid their hands on them. 7 The word of God kept on spreading; and the
number of the disciples continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were
becoming obedient to the faith.

Second Reading 1 PT 2:4-9

1 Peter 2:4-9 NAS95 4 And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice
and precious in the sight of God, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For this is contained in
Scripture: “BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND HE WHO
BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.” 7 This precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for
those who disbelieve, “THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE VERY CORNER
stone,” 8 and, “A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE”; for they stumble because they are
disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed. 9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal
PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the
excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

Gospel Reading JN 14:1-12

John 14:1-12 NAS95 1 “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 “In My Father’s
house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3
“If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you
may be also. 4 “And you know the way where I am going.” 5 Thomas *said to Him, “Lord, we do not know
where You are going, how do we know the way?” 6 Jesus *said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the
life; no one comes to the Father but through Me. 7 “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father
also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him.” 8 Philip *said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it
is enough for us.” 9 Jesus *said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me,
Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 “Do you not
believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own
initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works. 11 “Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father
is in Me; otherwise believe because of the works themselves. 12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in
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Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB
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