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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 9-11-2016. This week in the first two readings we find
some very important insights into the nature of God. This then helps us to come to a proper
understanding of the Gospel lesson.

Last week we looked at the Gospel of Luke and I gave some insights into what it meant to carry our
cross for Jesus. I mentioned that God says, “For my yoke is easy and my burden is light” (Matthew
11:30). One aspect of what Jesus meant when he said in this context to “keep his commandments” is
related to the First Commandment. This can be found Exodus 20 which says, “You shall have no
other gods before Me. You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven
above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship
them . ..” (Exodus 20:3-5a). God through his great love and foreknowledge cautions us regarding
the risks in even creating an image of a spiritual nature because this could lead us to attribute
special powers to that purely physical object. This is exactly what we will see in the first reading
when during the time that Moses was up on the mountain receiving the Law from God the people
built a golden calf idol to worship.

Introduction to the First Reading:

This reading is from Exodus and the context is during that 40 days that Moses spent on the
mountain when God was giving him the Law. Since Moses was gone for such a long time the people
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returned to their former pagan worship practices that they had learned during their last four
centuries in Egypt.

First Reading:

Exodus 32:7-14 NAS95 7 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, “Go down at once, for your people, whom
you brought up from the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. 8 They have quickly turned aside
from the way which I commanded them. They have made for themselves a molten calf, and have
worshiped it and have sacrificed to it and said, ‘This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from
the land of Egypt!"” 9 The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, they are an
obstinate people. 10 Now then let Me alone, that My anger may burn against them and that I may
destroy them; and I will make of you a great nation.” 11 Then Moses entreated the LORD his God,
and said, “O LORD, why does Your anger burn against Your people whom You have brought out from
the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians speak,
saying, ‘With evil intent He brought them out to kill them in the mountains and to destroy them from
the face of the earth’? Turn from Your burning anger and change Your mind about doing harm to
Your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants to whom You swore by
Yourself, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heavens, and all this
land of which I have spoken I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever."” 14 So
the LORD changed His mind about the harm which He said He would do to His people.

In the introduction we mentioned how the First Commandment comes into view with the people
building a molten calf and worshiping it. From my study of archeology, it is very possible that this
was what was known as a “pedestal god” which featured a platform on the top of the icon onto which
the god supposedly alighted. Giving them the benefit of a doubt along this line of thinking it’s at
least possible that their motives were to worship the true God Yahweh. However, we learn from the
reading that God knew otherwise for He said the people have “quickly turned aside from the way
which I commanded them” (v. 8). Regardless of the people’s motives their actions were a clear
violation of the Commandment previously given to them. God'’s response was to ask Moses to move
away so that “My anger may burn against them and that [ may destroy them” (v. 10). But Moses
pleaded with the Lord on the basis of His special covenantal relationship with them and He relented.
The people were those “whom You have brought out from the land of Egypt” and the descendants of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to whom God “swore by [Him]self [saying], “I will multiply your
descendants as the stars of the heavens, and all this land of which I have spoken I will give to your
descendants, and they shall inherit it forever” (vv. 11b, 13).

Moses’ plea for mercy, brought about because of the people’s violation of the First Commandment,
gives us some insight into the nature of God. Moses reminded God of what he did for the Hebrews
by bringing them out of Egypt. He asked God to remember his faithful servants Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, then recounted God’s promise to make them a people as “numerous as the starts in the sky”
and to give them the Promised Land. God’s dialogue with Moses showed that the Father is
longsuffering (patient), forgiving of sin, and will never forget his promises (mark this for later in the
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study). God cannot act against His nature.

The purpose of Moses’ reminder wasn’t of course for God, but for us! Moses’ insights about the
nature of God help us to understand our Father God and this understanding guides us in interpreting
the rest of the Scripture. The Apostle Paul said in 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 regarding the church
there, “and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God and to wait for his Son
from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come ”
(emphasis added). God forgives our sin and placates His wrath only through what Jesus did for us in
dying for our trespasses. Our sins are many and include our worship of contemporary idols like
money, sports, and etc. Perhaps we don’t fall down before a golden calf but we do fall down when
circumstances arise in our finances or our health.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The second reading is from Paul’s First Letter to Timothy. The context is just after Paul’s mention of
the dangerous teaching of the false teachers who had made inroads in the church. Paul said, “As I
urged you upon my departure for Macedonia, remain on at Ephesus so that you may instruct certain
men not to teach strange doctrines, nor to pay attention to myths and endless genealogies, which
give rise to mere speculation rather than furthering the administration of God which is by faith” (1
Timothy 1:3-4).

Second Reading:

1 Timothy 1:12-17 NAS95 12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He
considered me faithful, putting me into service, 13 even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a
persecutor and a violent aggressor. Yet I was shown mercy because I acted ignorantly in unbelief; 14
and the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with the faith and love which are found in Christ
Jesus. 15 It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all. 16 Yet for this reason I found mercy, so
that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for
those who would believe in Him for eternal life. 17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the
only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

Saint Paul said in the reading, “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. Of these I was the
foremost. But for that reason I was mercifully treated” (emphasis added). Then, “so that in me, as
the foremost [of sinners], Christ Jesus might display all his patience as an example for those who
would come to believe in Him for everlasting life” (emphasis added). We can see in the reading wo
insights into the nature of God. God is merciful. God saves sinners, even the worst of them - as Paul
expressed about himself. Why did Paul think that he was the worst of sinners? This was because he
persecuted believers in the church to the point of death until his conversion. He understood God’s
mercy. Finally, God is patient. He goes to great lengths to deliver people from the consequences of
their sin.

In the Gospel reading we will see these attributes of God beautifully illustrated, with His patience
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and mercy displayed through three parables.
Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The Gospel for today consists of three parables, the parable of the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the
lost son (prodigal son). Our emphasis today will be on the last one although one can easily see that
the three parables share a common theme. Remember that all three parables in this section were
addressed to the Pharisees, the group that we saw this past two Sundays. The Pharisees were a
group of Jews that held to a strict interpretation of the Law of Moses. They were legalistic, false
teachers who more concerned with outside appearances than with having a heart for pleasing God
through faith. They loved money more than they love people (Luke 16:4).

Gospel Reading:

Luke 15:1-32 NAS95 1 Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him to listen to
Him. 2 Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, “This man receives sinners and
eats with them.” 3 So He told them this parable, saying, 4 “What man among you, if he has a
hundred sheep and has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open pasture and go
after the one which is lost until he finds it? 5 When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders,
rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to
them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!” 7 I tell you that in the same way,
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous
persons who need no repentance. 8 Or what woman, if she has ten silver coins and loses one coin,
does not light a lamp and sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 When she has
found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the
coin which I had lost!” 10 In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God
over one sinner who repents.” 11 And He said, “A man had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to
his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the estate that falls to me.” So he divided his wealth between
them. 13 And not many days later, the younger son gathered everything together and went on a
journey into a distant country, and there he squandered his estate with loose living. 14 Now when he
had spent everything, a severe famine occurred in that country, and he began to be impoverished.
15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, and he sent him into his
fields to feed swine. 16 And he would have gladly filled his stomach with the pods that the swine
were eating, and no one was giving anything to him. 17 But when he came to his senses, he said,
‘How many of my father’s hired men have more than enough bread, but I am dying here with
hunger! 18 ‘I will get up and go to my father, and will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against
heaven, and in your sight; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your
hired men.” 20 So he got up and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father
saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son
said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be
called your son.” 22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on
him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; 23 and bring the fattened calf, kill it, and let
us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and
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has been found.” And they began to celebrate. 25 Now his older son was in the field, and when he
came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 And he summoned one of the
servants and began inquiring what these things could be. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has
come, and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has received him back safe and sound.’
28 But he became angry and was not willing to go in; and his father came out and began pleading
with him. 29 But he answered and said to his father, ‘Look! For so many years I have been serving
you and I have never neglected a command of yours; and yet you have never given me a young goat,
so that I might celebrate with my friends; 30 but when this son of yours came, who has devoured
your wealth with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him.” 31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you
have always been with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 ‘But we had to celebrate and rejoice, for
this brother of yours was dead and has begun to live, and was lost and has been found."”

The first two parables concern the celebration that occurs when something that is lost is found. The
meaning of these parables is the same and is revealed in verse 7. “[T]here will be more joy in heaven
over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.”
Human souls are of tremendous value and all are born into a lost state of sinfulness at birth (Romans
3:23). It is only when souls are “found” by being “born from above” (John 3:3) that they are then
transferred into the kingdom of God. Paul said about this, “For He rescued us from the domain of
darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:13-14).

The third parable of the prodigal son begins with the younger son approaching his father and asking
for his inheritance while his father was still alive. Though he was the younger son he could still could
plan on receiving some inheritance but not as much as the firstborn son, and then only after his
father died. So we could say that in some way when he asked his father for his inheritance he was
wishing that he was already dead. The fact that his father went ahead and gave him the reward
shows the father’s great generosity. Then his father let his son go off and “find himself” through
wild living in a strange nation, evidently not a Jewish nation because they raised pigs. The father’s
act of letting his son go shows that the father also allows freedom to his son. Soon enough the son
had squandered all of his money and became a slave by “hiring himself out.” In today’s terms we
would call this an indentured servant, but the New Testament would use the term “slave.” After
squandering his money as a slave to sin the prodigal son became a slave on a hog farm. Even the
touching of a hog would have been forbidden back in his home city under Jewish Law. Then the son
reached a turning point, something that is known by the theological term “repentance.” Since he
was already a slave and wasn’t being treated even with the basic necessity of food he figured that he
would return to his father and become a slave for him so that at least he would have enough to eat.
Also he knew the character of his father and that he could trust him as he worked there in contrast
to the swine farm owner who didn’t even provide him with any food. So the son began his return to
his father and this opened the next chapter of the story.

When the son returned his father saw him in the distance and embraced him. But the son evidently
had been rehearsing what he was going to say and quickly offered his heartfelt confession.
Certainly the father heard this but went on with the festivities of welcoming home his lost son. Just
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like in the other parable the lost sheep was found, the lost coin was located and this was cause for
celebration! In the midst of the festivities a wrinkle developed when the older son heard the
commotion. This elder one expressed deep resentment for his younger brother, and told his father
that he had always done the right thing. It seemed unfair to him that his brother should receive a
party for returning after blowing his inheritance while he had diligently sacrificed all of these years.
The father’s reply sheds light on the depth of God’s love, mercy, and patience. “My son, you are
here with me always; everything I have is yours. But now we must celebrate and rejoice, because
your brother was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.”

The key players in the parable are obvious only to a person whose heart has been enlightened to the
truths of God. The father is God the Father. Earlier in the study we found that the Father is
longsuffering (patient), forgiving of sin, and will never forget his promises (to care for his family).
The older son represents the Pharisees. The Pharisee like son didn’t trust God’s heart and instead
saw God as miserly and not generous. The older son missed out on relationship with God yet he was
living under the umbrella of His provision. This eldest son believed he was righteous through his
good works and sacrifice. As a result of all of his false beliefs he built a heart of resentment and
entitlement against his father as well as his younger brother. The youngest son represents a
believer in Jesus Christ who trusts in the provision of his Father. He, like all true believers before
and after him, express a heart of brokenness, desperation for God and humility.

The big idea in this parable is God is a lavishly forgiving God who goes to great lengths to save
people. God gives people freedom to make mistakes but continues to reach out with his grace ready
to bring repentant people back to his kingdom. In contrast the Pharisees have self-righteousness at
the root of their beliefs. This leads to legalism in which they focus upon the letter of the law but not
on the spirit of the law, thus missing relationship with the father. Legalism looks at outward
standards of behavior without addressing the heart’s motivation. Jesus warns that we can have all of
the right religious terminology without the right heart attitude towards him when he said in
Matthew 7:21, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but
only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.”

Which son are you more like? Where have you placed your faith? Have you stopped depending upon
your own righteousness and confessed your need to the Father of His mercy? Or do you identify
with the older brother, the Pharisee, who always did everything “right” in this life and yet distanced
himself from needing the mercy of the Father? Saint John said in 1 John 5:13, ”I write these things
to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.”
If you are in the former category praise God for what He has done for you. If you are not sure then
reach out to God for He is a longsuffering God, patient, wishes that none would perish but all would
come to the knowledge of the truth. “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this
is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast (Ephesians
2:8-9).

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection
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1. This week’s readings from the Bible highlighted God’s heart of mercy, patience and forgiveness.
How have you experienced these attributes in your own relationship with God?

2. Do you have a prodigal son in your family or know of one among your friends or relatives? Is
their story one of redemption or are they still working as a slave for a pig farmer as in the Gospel
lesson today? What can you learn from this prodigal person?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.uscch.org/bible/readings/091116.cfm

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Lectionary: 132

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Keywords:

Prodigal Son, forgiveness, grace, idolatry, Moses, golden calf, First Commandment
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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 2-28-2016. Why do bad things happen to “good”
people? In the Gospel reading today Jesus addressed a related question posed to Him by the crowd
except with a twist. Their question was whether when bad things happened to people were they
worse sinners than the ones who avoided the same fate? We will see how Jesus cut to the heart of
the matter, the people’s universal need for repentance and faith for the forgiveness of sin. This week
we also look at a story of Moses in the Book of Exodus and a passage from 1 Corinthians which
relates another story from Exodus.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from the Book of Exodus. The context of the reading is Moses’ calling by God to
lead the Hebrews out of their captivity under the Pharaoh. In chapter 1, after the Israelites had
settled in Egypt under Joseph’s guardianship (in the seven-year famine), “there arose a new king in
Egypt who did not know Joseph” (Exodus 1:8). After Moses saw the injustices being done against his
people, he killed an Egyptian who was beating a Hebrews (Exodus 2:12). After he fled from the
Pharaoh who found out about it, he helped Jethro’s daughters water their flock (Exodus 2:17).
Afterwards, Jethro, “the priest of Midian,” gave his daughter Zipporah to Moses as his wife (v. 21).
Thereafter he had his first son Gershom there in the land of Midian during this time of his first
“exodus” because of his flight from the Pharaoh. All of this is leading up to today’s reading in
chapter three which begins the period of time known as “The Exodus” during which Moses under
the direction of God led the Hebrew people out of Egypt. In today’s reading we see Moses’ first
recorded experience with a divine revelation from God which happened during his stewardship of his
father-in-law’s flock.

First Reading:
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Note: Verses 8b - 12 that were omitted from the reading have been included below.

Exodus 3:1-15 NAS95 1 Now Moses was pasturing the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of
Midian; and he led the flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of
God. 2 The angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he
looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed. 3 So Moses
said, “I must turn aside now and see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned up.” 4 When
the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said,
“Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then He said, “Do not come near here; remove your
sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 He said also, “I am
the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Then Moses hid
his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 7 The LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of My
people who are in Egypt, and have given heed to their cry because of their taskmasters, for I am
aware of their sufferings. 8 So I have come down to deliver them from the power of the Egyptians,
and to bring them up from that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and
honey, to the place of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Hivite
and the Jebusite. 9 Now, behold, the cry of the sons of Israel has come to Me; furthermore, I have
seen the oppression with which the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 Therefore, come now, and [
will send you to Pharaoh, so that you may bring My people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt.” 11 But
Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the sons of Israel
out of Egypt?” 12 And He said, “Certainly I will be with you, and this shall be the sign to you that it
is I who have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God at this
mountain.” 13 Then Moses said to God, “Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I will say to
them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you.” Now they may say to me, ‘What is His name?’
What shall I say to them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you shall
say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you."” 15 God, furthermore, said to Moses, “Thus you
shall say to the sons of Israel, “The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.” This is My name forever, and this is My memorial-
name to all generations.

In the reading, we see Moses receiving direct revelation from God, first in the form of a sign (a bush
burning but not consumed) and then in the form of the voice of God calling him by name (v. 4). This
was the formal calling of the prophet Moses for the specific purpose of delivering the people from
their oppression in Egypt (v. 10). Moses questioned God as to how he, as a humble man, could ever
accomplish such a great task (v. 11). In contrast to the proud characteristics often exhibited in
leaders such as the Pharaoh, we see in Numbers 12:3 how Moses was called the most humble man
on the earth. God answered Moses by giving him a sign, saying that once he led the people out of
Egypt that he would worship Him again at this same mountain (v. 12). Again, Moses questioned God
asking what he should tell his people about the Person from whom he received his commission to
deliver them from their oppression. God answered, “”I AM WHO [ AM” (v. 14) and to tell them that
“I AM has sent me to you” (v. 14). Finally, God connected His “I AM” name, the self-existent One, to
the lineage of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (v. 15). In addition to the introduction of the “I AM”
designation for God, in verse 2 we also see the use of the word “LORD.” This word when used in all
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capitals denotes the Hebrew word (without vowels) “YHWH,” the “tetragrammaton,” often
translated Yahweh. The first occurrence of this word is found back in Geneses 2:4 and then in 15:6
in which it says about Abraham, “And he believed the LORD and it was counted to him for
righteousness.” “YHWH” is a reflection of God’s divine being, His self-existent nature, something
made clear in His words to Moses. This bounding of the reading by opening and closing it with the
word “LORD” (v. 2, 15) and the introduction of the heretofore unknown name for God of “I Am”
indicates a very strong expression of the sovereignty of God in directing the affairs of Moses to
accomplish God’s purposes. Moses was to be God’s chosen agent to affect the freeing of the Hebrew
Nation, the one through whom God would pour pronouncements of blessings to those who obey and
curses for those who didn'’t.

There is plenty that we can we learn from the reading that we can apply to our lives. God works
through the lives of frail, imperfect people, like Moses. Although Moses sinned in the killing of the
Egyptian (Exodus 2:12) God used him in spite of his sin. If God can use a humble man like Moses to
accomplish His purposes, we should assume that God would use ordinary people like ourselves in
working out His plan. Second, when God places a specific calling upon our life He expects our
obedience, but it’s okay to seek answers to our questions. In our day and age, we can seek guidance
from a variety of sources when we sense that God has placed a specific calling upon our lives. These
include direct statements from Scripture, principles from Scripture, counsel from godly people
(especially those with whom we collaborate in praying), and sensing the circumstances that God has
placed in our lives. In the reading, we saw how God used Moses’ circumstances to lead him to the
exact spot to which he needed to be.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

In this reading, Paul sheds light on these allusions from Israel’s past for those of us who are reading
this as Gentiles, without the history of the Jewish people as our backdrop. He gave an explanation
about the water, manna, and the people’s unbelief using a quote from the Old Testament Book of
Exodus from which we read in the first reading. Paul’s readers would have been familiar with the
Old Testament events surrounding the Exodus. Keep in mind the context of chapter 10 in that it
follows Paul’s explanation of the legitimacy of his apostleship, having just confronted the Corinthians
over a very serious matter of sin in their church (see 1 Corinthians 5:1).

Some background on the manna is helpful to understand the big picture and the application to Jesus
Christ. The word “manna” in Hebrew means “what is it.” As you can imagine, this was an
extraordinary way for God to provide for His people. God seems to work in very unexpected ways. In
the desert, the Hebrews collected the manna for the first five days of the week that then went bad
overnight. However, on the sixth day God provided a double amount of a special type that was
preserved for a two-day period in order to provide for a Sabbath rest day. In the spiritual sense Jesus
is our special manna, the one who provides our eternal Sabbath rest (Hebrews 4). Yet, like us, the
people God led out from among slavery during the Exodus sinned. Yet, this wasn’t an isolated
instance of grumbling. It says in Exodus, “The whole congregation of the sons of Israel grumbled
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against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness” (Exodus 16:2). In spite of their hard hearts, God heard
the people and answered by telling Moses that He would “rain bread from heaven for you” even in
the case when they did not obey Him (Exodus 16:4), which He knew they wouldn’t. Moses explained
to them that their complaints weren’t against him but against God (Exodus 16:8). God made a
special provision to provide for the Sabbath by making the manna quantitatively different (a double
portion) on the day before as well as qualitatively different - it would not spoil during the Sabbath
rest day. God then announced the miracle to Moses through the appearance of the Shekinah glory,
which the people saw (Exodus 16:10, c.f.). In the meantime, in the evening before the raining of the
manna from the sky began, God sent quail to the people (Exodus 16:13). The text concluded with the
people seeing the manna and not recognizing what it was until Moses explained it to them (Exodus
16:15).

Second Reading:
Note: Verses 7 - 9 that were omitted from the reading are included below.

1 Corinthians 10:1-12 NAS95 1 For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were
all under the cloud and all passed through the sea; 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud
and in the sea; 3 and all ate the same spiritual food; 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they
were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless,
with most of them God was not well-pleased; for they were laid low in the wilderness. 6 Now these
things happened as examples for us, so that we would not crave evil things as they also craved. 7 Do
not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written, “THE PEOPLE SAT DOWN TO EAT AND
DRINK, AND STOOD UP TO PLAY.” 8 Nor let us act immorally, as some of them did, and twenty-
three thousand fell in one day. 9 Nor let us try the Lord, as some of them did, and were destroyed by
the serpents. 10 Nor grumble, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11 Now
these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom
the ends of the ages have come. 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does
not fall.

Paul wanted New Testament believers to understand the spiritual heritage and to learn from the
mistakes that led to disbelief and rejection of God’s provision for their lives. Had the people not been
so hard hearted they could have better understood God’s provision through the spiritual “manna”
that was Christ (v. 4). Yet the Hebrew people in the desert continued to sin, and the sin had dire
consequences for them. The heart of the matter was this. “Now these things happened to them as an
example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.
Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall” (vv. 11-12).

There are many spiritual parallels in this reading between the provision of God through the manna
and the person and work of Jesus Christ who, called Himself “the bread of life” (John 6:35). In spite
of the fact that the people grumbled against God He still provided food for them. The parallel in the
New Testament is that in spite of the fact that most of the people didn’t accept Jesus as their
Messiah, God still provided salvation through Him. The manna was a very unique provision that was
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done only by God and could not come about by any natural means. In the same way, Jesus was God’s
supernatural provision and also did not come about by natural means but was instead born through
the power of the Holy Spirit.

Another point in the reading concerns Paul’s use of the term “spiritual rock” (v. 4). When Paul said
“they were drinking from the spiritual rock” and “the rock was Christ” (v. 4) both times he used the
word “petra.” Jesus was the foundation stone, the One Who provided sustenance to the Hebrews
escaping from the Pharaoh during the Exodus. Jesus Himself explained the necessity of a sure
foundation in Luke Chapter 6. “ Everyone who comes to Me and hears My words and acts on them, I
will show you whom he is like: he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a
foundation on the rock; and when a flood occurred, the torrent burst against that house and could
not shake it, because it had been well built. But the one who has heard and has not acted
accordingly, is like a man who built a house on the ground without any foundation; and the torrent
burst against it and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great” (Luke 6:47-49).

Finally, Paul stated, “these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our
instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands
take heed that he does not fall” (vv. 11 - 12). The meaning of this is self-evident. We should take
great pains to 1. Become familiar with Scripture so that we even have the principles to apply, and 2.
Actually, apply them to our lives by learning from those that went before us. Why do we continue to
sin when we know so much? Perhaps a better question is, why does God continue to use sinners like
us? We know that He does, but this doesn’t lessen the call of holiness that God has placed upon our
lives.

As we transition to the Gospel lesson, we will learn about the ultimate consequence of the
unforgivable sin, the forsaking of repentance of sin and belief in the forgiveness offered only through
faith in Jesus Christ.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The Gospel reading is chapter 13 of Saint Luke. The context is after Jesus’ long discourse on the
truths of the good news of the Gospel in contrast to the heresies and legalism taught by His
antagonists the Pharisees. Jesus told them to “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is
hypocrisy” (Luke 12:1b). The Pharisees thought that they had contrived the secret code for living a
faith-filled life, which at its root was hypocrisy (Luke 12:1). In contrast to the Pharisees’ law code
derived in secret, Jesus taught publicly. Jesus said, “But there is nothing covered up that will not be
revealed, and hidden that will not be known” (Luke 12:2). He told them not to fear those that could
kill their bodies (i.e. the Pharisees), but to fear the One that could after they were killed cast them
into hell (i.e. God). They were not to fear the Pharisees and their hypocritical legal code, a portion
of which we will see in today’s reading.

Gospel Reading:

Luke 13:1-9 NAS95 1 Now on the same occasion there were some present who reported to Him
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about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 And Jesus said to them, “Do
you suppose that these Galileans were greater sinners than all other Galileans because they suffered
this fate? 3 “I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. 4 “Or do you suppose
that those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them were worse culprits than all
the men who live in Jerusalem? 5 “I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” 6
And He began telling this parable: “A man had a fig tree which had been planted in his vineyard; and
he came looking for fruit on it and did not find any. 7 “And he said to the vineyard-keeper, ‘Behold,
for three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree without finding any. Cut it down! Why
does it even use up the ground?’ 8 “And he answered and said to him, ‘Let it alone, sir, for this year
too, until I dig around it and put in fertilizer; 9 and if it bears fruit next year, fine; but if not, cut it
down."”

Jesus confronted the people’s false doctrine that bad things happened to bad people because of their
sin. He did this by giving them the truth of the Gospel. The big idea in the reading is that the people
whom the tower fell weren’t worse sinners, but that everyone was in need of repentance and finding
faith in Jesus Christ as the only means of forgiveness for their sin. Jesus told them, “unless you
repent, you will all likewise perish,” (v. 3), meaning spiritual not physical death. Scripture tells us,
“it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). Jesus was clear
that He was the only way to God, and He said this using the same language about Himself that we
saw in the first reading, meaning Jesus is God. He said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no
one comes to the Father but through Me” (John 14:6). Jesus closed the reading by revealing God’s
patience in waiting for His people to bear fruit, meaning to repent of their sin and come to the
knowledge of eternal life (vv. 6 - 8). Scripture tells us that “The Lord is not slow about His promise,
as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come
to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). Although there may be points of light in all religions, the only way to
God is through faith in Jesus Christ - exclusively by becoming a Christian. This may not jive with the
politically correct culture in which we find ourselves today, but the fact remains that this is the truth
of God.

We shouldn’t dismiss the fact that God judges sin, whether it’s in the life of a believer or a non-
believer. In our day, God operates according to the New Covenant in which he prunes believers
during their earthly lives (John 15:2) while storing up His judgement for unbelievers largely until the
end of their lives (John 15:6, “cast in the fire and burned”). Even during the Old Testament times,
God revealed His grace for the unbelieving world by lavishing His material blessings upon them,
although their eternal destination was hell. This is very clear from both Psalm 37 and Psalm 73. God
calls us to remember those who went before us, such as the story of Ananias and Sapphira in the
Book of Acts (Acts 5:1-11), or Paul’s teaching about some being sick and some have died because of
their unholy behavior in the love feast and communion meal (1 Corinthians 11:30). A key point that
we need to see is that there are consequences for sin, but not in perhaps the ways we can imagine or
according to the ways the people (including the Pharisees addressed in the adjacent verses)
contrived.

As Christians just because we do everything right doesn’t mean that we will be blessed in the earthly
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sense in which we might expect, including material blessings and protection from sudden death.
Instead, God allows challenges in our lives to lead us to a fuller relationship with Him including the
death of loved ones (our ourselves) in order to accomplish His purposes. Our Christian lives are not
like baking a cake. We can’t just put together the exact right ingredients using a measured formula
and follow the recipe exactly and have the cake turn out perfectly well each and every time.
Sometimes God throws a monkey wrench into our plans in order to achieve His purposes. What’s
more, we may not even know or understand these purposes during out natural lifetimes. Unlike the
Pharisees who taught salvation by works and outward obedience to their own set of laws, God calls
us to walk in faith alone while behaving in ways as directed by the Holy Spirit. This does include
closely understanding the biblical principles taught in the New Testament and the Ten
Commandments of the Old. However, we should not live our lives formulaically, doing things for
God and expecting Him to “bless” us on our terms. He will surely bless us, but His definition of
blessing is a lot broader than our limited perspective. May we learn to walk by faith and not our
feelings or our sight.

Many of us have had nice young men dressed in white shirts wearing nametags and backpacks
knock on our door. The Mormons, although very well intentioned, teach a doctrine similar to that
confronted by Jesus in the Gospel reading today. Would you recognize false doctrine when it
knocked on your door? As we ponder what Jesus said about those that perish, we have to remember
that we are not just talking about the false doctrine of Mormons, Jehovah Witnesses and Muslims,
but anyone who holds the doctrine that good works cause salvation rather than flow from it
(Ephesians 2:8-9). Jesus taught us not that we shouldn’t judge but rather than when we do judge we
are to use a righteous standard (John 7:24, Matthew 7:2). Jesus was clear that belief in Him is the
only way to God, and that many would not travel this road. Less we think that those in our
community are immune, we can say that many who claim Christianity truly live as practical atheists
except they go to church on Sunday while negating Christian principles and practices during the
week including prayer, fellowship with other Christians, study Scripture, following God'’s calling for
them (Ephesians 2:10). Jesus told this group, “Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we
not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many
miracles? And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO
PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS’” (Matthew 7:21-23).

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. We saw in the Gospel reading how Jesus upended the people’s beliefs about sin and salvation.
How can you be part of bringing a message of hope and light to people who are approaching God
with an expectation of God being a genie on demand (and often being disillusioned with God’s
unexpected ways of interacting with them)? Are there areas of your own life that you need to work
through disillusionment with the Lord’s unexpected ways so that you can be freed up to minister to
others authentically in their own struggles with surrendering to God?

2. The “bigger” idea in the Gospel reading is evangelism, reaching out to those trapped in false
belief systems with the truth of the Gospel. What are two practical ways in which you can begin to
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reach out to those holding false beliefs? If you pray for God to change a person’s heart (an important
first step), will you be confident in how you speak to them about Jesus? What verses will you have
them read in order to begin to show them the truth of the Gospel?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/022816-third-sunday-lent.cfm

Source(s):
Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 8-30-2015

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 8-30-2015. This week we open with a study of a
reading from the Book of Deuteronomy in which Moses pours out his heart to the Israelites just
before they were to begin their final conquest and enter the Promised Land. Moses cautions the
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people not to add to or take from the Law but to just simply follow it. Second, we look at a reading
from the Book of James, said to be “the Proverbs” of the New Testament. Then we close with the
Gospel reading from Saint Mark in which Jesus scolds the scribes and Pharisees for doing exactly
what Moses told the people not to do by creating religious traditions, which they held above the
Mosaic Law. In application, we will address the tendency toward formulaic religion and how God
uses hardship to accomplish His purposes.

Do you believe that if you obey the government, pretty much keep the Ten Commandments and go to
church every week that God will reward you with a life filled with some level of prosperity and good
health? What if you sensed and were obedient to a call from God to uproot your life in order to
engage in missions? Would you then be upset if things didn’t turn out perfectly for you in your new
life? I know a man named Dave that studied hard to become a missionary and moved to France with
his wife to reach people for Jesus in this spiritually dark but civilized nation. He worked there for
many years, had a good degree of success in his ministry and followed biblical teaching in all that he
did. However, after being in France several decades, his health began to decline. As the months
went by, his condition continued to worsen and at some point he was told that he would need a liver
transplant or he would die. You may ask, how could God allow this life threatening condition in his
life which threatened to end his ministry? How could God allow this situation in his life when he had
sacrificed so much to move there, was faithful in his following the Bible, and was obedient in every
way to the laws of his adopted nation? Later in this lesson you will hear what happened to Dave.

According to Scripture God allows challenges in the lives of believers which goes against what is
known in our times as “health and wealth” or the prosperity gospel. This week we are going to see
in the Gospel reading how Jesus confronted the false teachings occurring during His ministry from a
Jewish religious group called the Pharisees. These were a sect that taught, in effect, salvation by
works and held some of the same false beliefs as the modern prosperity gospel preachers of today.

It would be easy to misread the first reading if we have this formulaic or prosperity gospel in mind.
The formula goes like this: I am obedient to God’s commands, then He has to give me the
circumstances in life that I think I deserve. The problem behind this formula is that is lacks the
relational underpinning that God desires for us. We obey Him out of our own effort and then feel
justified in our sense of entitlement. We will need to read the Old Testament through the eyes of
relationship with God now made possible through grace (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from the Book of Deuteronomy, a word which means literally “second law.” The
Book begins with a chronicle of the events of the Hebrew people in the period just after the
wilderness wanderings. Because of the people’s disobedience they were forbidden from entering the
Promised Land and spent thirty eight years wandering in the desert under the leadership of Moses.
During this time God revealed the Law to Moses and began the Levitical Priesthood with his brother
Aaron as the first high priest. At the end of these thirty eight years God prompted Moses to lead
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military campaigns against the two regional leaders on the “other side” (meaning the east) of the
Jordan River. The Hebrew army soundly defeated both King Sihon of Heshbon and King Og of
Bashan. According to this Scripture, the Hebrews “captured all [their] cities at that time and
devoted to destruction every city, men, women, and children. We left no survivors. Only the livestock
we took as spoil for ourselves with the plunder of the cities we captured” (Deuteronomy 2:34-35).
These events occurred over the final two years which closed out the full forty years of wandering in
the desert outside of God’s Promised Land (to the west of the Jordan).

Even more so than in previous readings in order to glean the proper meaning from the passages that
follow, it is necessary to clearly understand the context. Reflect upon each of the following points
that will help to lead you to the proper contextual understanding for today’s lesson.

¢ God does not change (Malachi 3:6, James 1:17), but He does change the terms through which
He deals with His people according to His covenants. There are five covenants in the Old
Testament Bible.

I. First was the Noahic (pronounced “no ay ick”) Covenant spoken of in Genesis Chapter 9 in
which God promised never to destroy the earth again with a flood. The New Testament
records that instead the earth will be renewed by fire (2 Peter 3:7).

II. The second covenant was the Abrahamic Covenant found in Genesis Chapter 12. In this God
promised that Israel would be a great nation (Genesis 12:2), that they would be led to the
Promised Land (v.1), and that through Israel the entire world would be blessed (v.3). These
unconditional promises will be fulfilled through the Nation of Israel, somehow, in the future.

II1. The third covenant was the Mosaic Covenant through which God introduced the Law to
Moses on Mt. Sinai (Exodus 19), and the context of the first reading today. The promises of
this Covenant were conditioned upon the people’s obedience to the Law, something that only
Jesus could fulfill. The Law was clear and exact, unlike the religious traditions that were
derived from it over the centuries (as we will read about in the Gospel lesson). Moses spent
forty years teaching the people the Law, and they spent forty years breaking it! Point of Fact:
Had I lived during that time I wouldn’t have done any better than they did.

IV. The forth covenant was the Davidic Covenant in which God promised that David and his
descendants would rule over the House of Israel forever. This covenant was and will be
fulfilled through Jesus Christ, who is of David’s kingly line of Judah.

IV. The last covenant of the Old Testament (and the entire Bible) was the New Covenant
spoken of in Jeremiah 31. God promised in the New Covenant that He would forgive the sins of
His people (Jeremiah 31:34b), and give them new hearts with a desire to follow Him (v.34).
The New Covenant was ultimately fulfilled in the Person of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ gives all
believers a new heart through sending His Holy Spirit to live inside us (John 7:38-39, 2
Corinthians 5:17). This Covenant is the terms through which God deals with us as believers
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today.

¢ God’s plan of salvation for people has never changed, whether in the Old or New Testaments,
although God has revealed His plan more clearly through the revelation of Jesus Christ (see
Colossians 1:26 and Hebrews 1:1). Everyone is saved by faith in God’s Savior whether it was
Jews in the Old Testament, Jews in the New Testament, or Gentiles during either of the
Testaments. “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is
the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). God is
clear that there is only one unforgivable sin, which is rejection of His only provision for the
forgiveness of sin.

Finally, this is the key point which we need to remember as we study the first reading showing the
sinful behavior of the Jews and how Jesus confronted the false teachings of the Pharisees in the
Gospel lesson:

» God assesses different short-term penalties for sin according to each era and covenant. For
example, before the Noahic Covenant when Cain killed Abel, God dealt immediately with this
sin by putting a mark on Cain, exiling him to a foreign land, and causing him to tirelessly till
unfruitful soil (Genesis 4:12-15). As a second example, in the first reading today we will see
Moses’ mention of an instance in which God acted quickly and harshly to judge sin among the
Jewish exiles. Later during the time of the Exodus which is the context of the first reading, God
ruled His people as a “theocratic kingdom.” During this time Moses, his successor Joshua (and
later the prophets and King David) received direct guidance from God. During the “theocratic
kingdom” God levied heavy consequences upon those who broke the Law. In John’s Gospel
Jesus used the metaphor of God’s pruning in the life of a believer in order to bring about more
fruit (John 15:2). God’s pruning in the context of the theocratic kingdom may have meant
sudden death for the disobedient Jew, whether it came from God or as a result of capital
punishment levied by the Israelite priests (and later Kings).

In our era God operates according to the New Covenant in which he prunes believers during their
earthly lives (john 15:2) while storing up His judgement for unbelievers largely until the end of their
lives (John 15:6, “cast in the fire and burned”). Even during the Old Testament times God revealed
His grace for the unbelieving world by lavishing His material blessings upon them, although their
eternal destination was hell. This is very clear from both Psalm 37 and Psalm 73. Lest we think that
God doesn’t immediately judge sin in some cases, we must remember the story of Ananias and
Sapphira in the Book of Acts (Acts 5:1-11), as well as Saint Paul’s teaching about some being sick
and some have died because of their unholy behavior in the love feast and communion meal (1
Corinthians 11:30).

Now, with this context in mind let’s move to today’s reading which is an address by Moses to the
people as he prepares to appoint Joshua his successor (3:28) who would soon lead the people into
the new land. Although Moses himself was forbidden by God to enter (Deuteronomy 3:23-26), God
did allow him to travel to the top of Mount Pisgah to see a divine vision of the land just before his
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death (3:27).
First Reading:

Deuteronomy 4:1-8 NAS95 1 “Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I am
teaching you to perform, so that you may live and go in and take possession of the land which the
LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. 2 You shall not add to the word which I am
commanding you, nor take away from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your
God which I command you. 3 Your eyes have seen what the LORD has done in the case of Baal-peor,
for all the men who followed Baal-peor, the LORD your God has destroyed them from among you. 4
But you who held fast to the LORD your God are alive today, every one of you. 5 See, I have taught
you statutes and judgments just as the LORD my God commanded me, that you should do thus in the
land where you are entering to possess it. 6 So keep and do them, for that is your wisdom and your
understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes and say, ‘Surely this great
nation is a wise and understanding people.” 7 For what great nation is there that has a god so near
to it as is the LORD our God whenever we call on Him? 8 Or what great nation is there that has
statutes and judgments as righteous as this whole law which I am setting before you today?”

Moses urged the people to follow the Levitical Law without adding to it or taking from it (v. 2) so
that they may “live and go in and take possession of the land” being given by God to them (v. 1). We
will see later in the Gospel reading that the people didn’t heed God’s warning not to add to the law.
Interestingly, God repeated this admonition in the very last Book of the New Testament not to add to
or take from the Scriptures (Revelation 22:18). God’s marching orders were for the people to just do
what He has clearly told them through the Law delivered to Moses. Twice in this reading Moses tells
the people to keep the commandments of the Law (v. 1, v. 2). Keeping the Law in the context of the
reading does bring with it the promise of material blessing because God had promised the people
entrance to the Promised Land. The recipients of the blessing were the minority of those in the
Exodus, those who were still alive and the ones whom had “held fast to the LORD” (v. 4). If God
killed a person because of their sin, then obviously, they didn’t receive the blessings of the Promised
Land. As we noted in the introduction, the consequences of disobedience during the theocratic
kingdom could be severe and immediate. Beginning in verse 3 Moses recounted what God did to the
disobedient people as recorded in the Book of Numbers. The people had become immersed in the
worship of the god “Baal of Peor” (Numbers 25:5). In that Numbers it says, “The LORD said to
Moses, ‘Take all the leaders of the people and execute them in broad daylight before the LORD, so
that the fierce anger of the LORD may turn away from Israel’” (Numbers 25:4). A plague followed in
which 24,000 people died (Numbers 25:9). This was God’s way of purging the evil in order to protect
the integrity of those who were seeking to follow God with a pure heart.

Another point from the reading was that God had established the Nation of Israel as a light to
everyone in the world. God’s “chosen people” were not chosen just for their own sake, but for the
salvation of all people groups through their testimony of God’s greatness (see also John 4:22). Moses
addressed the people just before they were to begin the final conquest(s) to claim the land, saying
“So keep and do them, for that is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples
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who will hear all these statutes and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding
people’” (v. 6, emphasis added). The Jews whose hearts were pointed towards the worship of the
true God expressed their beliefs through the observance of the Law. The Jews’ unique lifestyle
served as God'’s showplace to the Gentile nations surrounding them. Their unique civil, moral, and
ceremonial Laws were designed by God as a herald to the idolatrous people of the world. This was
especially true when the Jews were dispersed around the world during the various captivities that
God allowed throughout history, a pattern which continues to this very day. As Christians we are
called by God in a way similar to be like the Jew, living in a peculiar way, heralding the good news of
God’s grace and shining biblical light to our sin darkened world (Matthew 5:14, Ephesians 5:8). This
ministry isn’t just reserved for vocational works like my missionary friend Dave in France.

As we transition to the second reading we will see some practical ways in which we are believers in
Jesus Christ can live our lives as a beacon shining on the pathway for people to find God.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The second reading is from the Book of James, a letter often called the “Proverbs of the New
Testament.” James is a Book filled with practical wisdom and the application of godly principles
drawn from throughout Scripture. The message woven into the entire book of James is the principle
stated by Jesus, “For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks” (Matthew 12:34). In a
letter such as written by James, the literary context (knowing the verses before and after the
reading, and the flow of the author’s thought) is very important for understanding the original
author’s intent. In the reading today the verse immediately prior to the reading was omitted (verse
16). Once that is included there is a nice connection created between the first reading we just
studied and the Gospel lesson we will look at below.

Second Reading:
James 1:16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.

James 1:17-27 NAS95 17 Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow. 18 In the exercise of
His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among
His creatures. 19 This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to
speak and slow to anger; 20 for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God. 21
Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the
word implanted, which is able to save your souls. 22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not
merely hearers who delude themselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is
like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; 24 for once he has looked at himself and gone
away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. 25 But one who looks intently at the
perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an
effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does. 26 If anyone thinks himself to be religious,
and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this man’s religion is worthless. 27
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Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in
their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

James cautioned the people to “not be deceived” (v. 16), but about what? His caution was to not be
deceived about the source of good things. The enemy subtly tries to convince us that God’s gifts are
not good or that good can come from any other source besides God. The source of every authentic
blessing is God (v. 17). He encourages them by pointing out that they are the first fruits of the future
believers (v. 18). This is much like the Jews we saw in the first reading who were uniquely
commissioned by God as a light to the nations.

You'll notice that James called the people “my beloved brethren” twice in the first four verses to give
a loving context for his more confrontational statements in this passage. He gets to the heart of the
matter by hitting his readers square between the eyes with teaching on the danger of the tongue (v.
19, v. 26, also repeated in chapter 3), and the falseness of believers who profess one thing, but live
another way. In God’s economy, there is no such thing as not “living up” to our beliefs. Instead, our
lifestyle and choices are merely reflecting our true beliefs. Basic religion, James says, is “to visit
orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world” (v. 27). While not
everyone has a direct ministry to orphans and widows, James is highlighting the need for us to
express our religion in practical acts of service to the “least of these” (Matthew 25:40). The orphans
and widows of his day would have been those who are marginalized by society, vulnerable to
exploitation and overlooked because of their inability to reward those who serve them. Serving those
who cannot give you any “kick back” helps to ensure that our motives are pure.

In the closing verse James said to “keep oneself unstained by the world.” This is an important
admonition that, if heeded daily, could help all of us live a more abundant life in the Lord. This is
akin to “being in the world, but not of it” (Matthew 17:14-16), which allows us to be a witness to
those who do not know the Lord as we live with a different mindset. The Book of James provides
many such godly proverbs which can help us to live fully surrendered lives for Jesus. In the first
reading we saw where Moses called the people to obey the Law of God. James calls people to obey
not only the teachings of Jesus but also the spirit of the New Covenant. He also provides additional
instruction in practical ways to implement this new relationship with God. We don’t have to be
motivated by guilt or shame as we consider serving God. When we truly listen to the Holy Spirit,
Who is the life giving force empowering us to perform things including (and exceeding) “basic
religion,” He teaches us how to follow through with our particular race to run (Hebrews 12:1). In
this way we look to fulfill not just the letter of the law, but we truly start to see how to be God’s
hands and feet in the world, thus fulfilling the spirit of His ways. This contrast between the letter of
the law and the spirit of the law connects us to the Gospel lesson, where we will see Jesus’ teaching
against the falsehoods taught by the Pharisees who embraced the letter of the Law but disregarded
the spirit of the Law altogether.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

Today’s reading is, pardon the pun, sandwiched between Jesus’ feeding of the five thousand (Mark
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6:30-34) and His feeding of the four thousand (Mark 8:1-10). Just prior to the events in the reading
today Jesus had walked on the water (Mark 6:48) and healed many sick people in the lakeside
community of Gennesaret (Mark 6:53-56).

Gospel Reading:

Mark 7:1-23 NAS95 1 The Pharisees and some of the scribes gathered around Him when they had
come from Jerusalem, 2 and had seen that some of His disciples were eating their bread with impure
hands, that is, unwashed. 3 (For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they carefully wash
their hands, thus observing the traditions of the elders; 4 and when they come from the market
place, they do not eat unless they cleanse themselves; and there are many other things which they
have received in order to observe, such as the washing of cups and pitchers and copper pots.) 5 The
Pharisees and the scribes asked Him, “Why do Your disciples not walk according to the tradition of
the elders, but eat their bread with impure hands?” 6 And He said to them, “Rightly did Isaiah
prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written: ‘THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT
THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME. 7 ‘BUT IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS
DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF MEN.’ 8 “Neglecting the commandment of God, you hold to the
tradition of men.” 9 He was also saying to them, “You are experts at setting aside the commandment
of God in order to keep your tradition. 10 “For Moses said, HONOR YOUR FATHER AND YOUR
MOTHER’; and, '"HE WHO SPEAKS EVIL OF FATHER OR MOTHER, IS TO BE PUT TO DEATH’; 11
but you say, ‘If a man says to his father or his mother, whatever I have that would help you is Corban
(that is to say, given to God),” 12 you no longer permit him to do anything for his father or his
mother; 13 thus invalidating the word of God by your tradition which you have handed down; and
you do many things such as that.” 14 After He called the crowd to Him again, He began saying to
them, “Listen to Me, all of you, and understand: 15 there is nothing outside the man which can defile
him if it goes into him; but the things which proceed out of the man are what defile the man. 16 “If
anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.” 17 When he had left the crowd and entered the house, His
disciples questioned Him about the parable. 18 And He said to them, “Are you so lacking in
understanding also? Do you not understand that whatever goes into the man from outside cannot
defile him, 19 because it does not go into his heart, but into his stomach, and is eliminated?” (Thus
He declared all foods clean.) 20 And He was saying, “That which proceeds out of the man, that is
what defiles the man. 21 “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts,
fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, 22 deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit,
sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness. 23 “All these evil things proceed from within and
defile the man.”

The scribes and Pharisees formed their own flavor of “Deuteronomy,” or second law, not heeding
Moses’ call we read about in the first reading. As James warned, they were deceived about even
doing the works of the Law regarding basic religion including the honoring of the parents, a clear
commandment of God (Exodus 20:12). The behaviors associated with basic religion were the things
that the Pharisees were consciously choosing not to do! Because the scribes and Pharisees were the
religious leaders of the day, it was vitally important for Jesus to point out the hypocrisy of their ways
and to warn people against their bad influence.
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There were a few things in this passage that the religious leaders did that were opposing true heart
religion. The first was their insistence on having pure hands, but neglecting to have a pure heart.
The second was that they had contrived a religious practice that provided a means to neglect
financial assistance to their parents by saying those resources were instead given to God (“Corban,”
v. 11). The scribes’ and Pharisees’ “traditions” did in fact trump the first Law of God, that given by
Moses and taught throughout the first five Books of the Bible. Jesus explained that what defiles a
person is not what goes into their body, but it is what comes out of their heart. The uncleanness is
already apart of us, it just takes the right variables to have it come out and show itself. The sin-
sickness of the human heart is the issue that Jesus wanted them to see, so that they might see turn
to Him for healing as the soul physician (Luke 5:31).

The big idea in the reading is the difference between following human traditions and dead religion
versus possessing a life giving relationship with the lover of a believer’s soul through the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit. The Pharisees were teaching a false message of salvation by works. Their non-
gospel would accord well with the “health and wealth” teachers of today or the tendency to reduce
God down to a formula. Either way, these false messages set us up to expect God to act in certain
ways based on our good behavior and subtly demand that He hold up His end of the “bargain.”
Unfortunately, this is a misguided understanding of how to relate to God.

In the opening I mentioned the story of a missionary who walked with God in every way but still
experienced tremendous difficulties. As a result of some excellent medical care he was able to
receive the liver transplant that he needed to sustain his life. He has recovered and is continuing to
serve overseas even in light of the fact that he will remain on rejection drugs and suffer from their
side effects for the rest of his life.

I met with Dave recently to discuss what he has learned so far through his experiences. He told me
that one of the things that really sustained him was when he called together a group of leaders from
his church who prayed over him and anointed him with oil in obedience to what James wrote, “Is
anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church and they are to pray over
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord” (James 5:14). Dave said that this really helped
him to turn the matter over to God. Second, the church came around him and offered excellent
prayer support during his most difficult time. He told me that many people reached out to him and
told them that they were praying for him. These things gave him confidence that regardless of what
happened it would all be for the glory of God. Interestingly, some of the French people told him
everything would turn out okay because, “he was a Christian.” These sentiments provided Dave with
many teaching moments in which he was able to explain to the people that God allows hardships in
the lives of Christians and perhaps even more so than those who don’t believe. He knew that
everything ultimately would turn out okay, but that believing in God did not guarantee a good and
long-lived life.

As Christians just because we do everything right doesn’t mean that we will be blessed in the earthly
sense in which we might expect, including material blessings and good health. Instead, God allows
challenges in our lives to lead us to a fuller relationship with Him. Our Christian lives are not like
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baking a cake. We can’t just put together the exact right ingredients using a measured formula and
follow the recipe exactly and have the cake turn out perfectly well each and every time. Sometimes
God throws a monkey wrench into our plans in order to achieve His purposes. What’s more, we may
not even know or understand these purposes during out natural lifetimes. Unlike the Pharisees who
taught salvation by works and outward obedience to their own set of laws, God calls us to walk in
faith alone while behaving in ways as directed by the Holy Spirit. This does include closely
understanding the biblical principles taught in the New Testament and the Ten Commandments of
the Old. But we should not live our lives formulaically, doing things for God and expecting Him to
“bless” us on our terms. He will surely bless us, but His definition of blessing is a lot broader than
our limited perspective. May we learn to walk by faith and not our feelings or our sight.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. In the second reading James said, 27 Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and
Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the
world (James 1:27). This admonition can weigh heavy on the minds of some Christians because they
don’t often find themselves busy visiting orphans and widows in distress.

A. In what ways do you obey the spirit of James’ calling through the activities that you do engage in
for God.

B. In what ways can you create connections in your life between the first part of verse 27 (Pure and
undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their
distress) and the last part (keep oneself unstained by the world)? List at least two ways in which you
do.

2. Do you catch yourself being a Pharisee, overlooking the motives of the heart and instead,
focusing upon minor, outward faults in yourself and others?

A. How does knowing that God looks on the heart change how you evaluate what’s important in your
own life and in relationship with others?

B. Ask God to reveal to you in what areas you are glossing over God’s goodness in a certain person
and missing His heart for them.

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/083015.cfm

Source(s):
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Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 2-1-2015

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 2-1-2015. This week we open with the first reading from
the Book of Deuteronomy in which we study a prophecy about the coming Messiah that was fulfilled
by Jesus Christ. Then we move to the second reading from First Corinthians where we study Saint
Paul’s teaching on marriage of Christians. Finally, we return to the Book of Mark for the Gospel
lesson where we see Jesus heal a demon-possessed man.

The first reading is from the Book of Deuteronomy. At this point in history, the people of God (the
Hebrews) were entering the Promised Land after 400 years of slavery in Egypt. They were in need of
structure and direction, so that their new life in the Promised Land would be fruitful and safe. It had
been many generations since this people group had been able to make their own decisions and
govern themselves. Therefore, God gave them a strong leader called Moses and some thorough
instructions, recorded here in the book of Deuteronomy. This Book primarily records the giving of
the Law to Moses on Mount Sinai. There are several big ideas behind God’s giving of the Law. First,
the Law established a new covenant with the Hebrew people called the Mosaic Covenant. This
Covenant between God and the Hebrew people included promises that were conditional in nature.
The Mosaic Covenant consisted of ordinances which included moral laws, civil laws, and ceremonial
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laws for God’s chosen people, the Jews. The Law also expanded the already existing promises
granted by God in the Abrahamic Covenant into a new covenant referred to as the Palestinian
Covenant. Although the promises made in this Covenant were unconditional, the Jewish people will
not fully obtain them until the Lord Jesus returns to rule and reign on the earth. A second aspect of
God’s giving of the Law provided a means for God to hold people judicially accountable when they
break the law. Saint Paul explained this in Romans Chapter 4 by saying, “when there is no law there
is no transgression” (Romans 4:15). Finally, since Moses was himself a prophet, the Law also
included prophecy, as we will read about in the first reading as follows below. Note: We have
included the last two verses in Chapter 18 that were omitted from the reading in order to provide
the full meaning and context.

15 “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your
countrymen, you shall listen to him. 16 This is according to all that you asked of the LORD your God
in Horeb on the day of the assembly, saying, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God,
let me not see this great fire anymore, or I will die.” 17 The LORD said to me, ‘They have spoken
well. 18 I will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will put My words in
his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 19 It shall come about that whoever
will not listen to My words which he shall speak in My name, I Myself will require it of him. 20 But
the prophet who speaks a word presumptuously in My name which I have not commanded him to
speak, or which he speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die.” 21 “You may say in your
heart, ‘How will we know the word which the LORD has not spoken?’ 22 “When a prophet speaks in
the name of the LORD, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the
LORD has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.”
(Deuteronomy 18:15-22)

As the Hebrew people were on the brink of newfound freedoms, this passage guided them so that
they would discerning of those who claimed to speak for God. The reading pointed out several
things. First, God promised to Moses that He would raise up a Prophet like himself (v. 17) and
provided stern words about the importance of listening to the future Prophet. God warned that there
is accountability for failing to listen to the true Prophet (v. 10 “require it of him”). Second, in verse
21 God also provided a test for any person that claimed to be a prophet. If a person claims to be a
prophet, they must not speak on behalf of a false god and whatever they say must come true. If the
self-proclaimed prophet fails either of these two tests, he must be put to death.

The Old Testament is full of prophecies from God-ordained prophets who spoke on behalf of God and
called people back to their covenant relationship with God. We know from the New Testament that
the final Prophet whom Moses predicted in verse 15 was none other than Jesus Christ Himself. The
proof for this fact is found in three places in the New Testament, once in the Gospel of John and
twice in the Book of Acts. Nathaniel said in John’s Gospel, “We have found Him of whom Moses in
the Law and also the Prophets wrote-Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph” (John 1:45). Peter quoted
Deuteronomy 18:15 in Acts 3:22, and Stephen in his famous speech he made just before being
martyred said about Jesus, “This is the Moses who said to the sons of Israel, ‘GOD WILL RAISE UP
FOR YOU A PROPHET LIKE ME FROM YOUR BRETHREN" (Acts 7:37).
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Let’s discuss briefly the importance of recognizing false prophets in our own day through the
application of the prophetic test given in Deuteronomy 18. First, the New Testament authors warned
about the coming of false prophets. John said, “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the
spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world
(1 John 4:1). Peter said, “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be
false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master
who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves” (2 Peter 2:1). If false prophets will
abound, how are we to respond to these false prophets? We have a story in Acts 17 that illustrates
the answer to this question. It says: “Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those
in Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures
every day to see if what Paul said was true” (Acts 17:11).

”

Paul was so bold in another letter as to say that even if he came back to them and changed the
message of the Gospel or they had a special appearance from an angel, not even that should
persuade them from the sure foundation that was already laid. He said, “But even if we, or an angel
from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be
accursed! As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel
contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!” (Galatians 1:8-9).Therefore, our response is
very clear. We must be diligent to study God’s Word so that we can test what people are saying and
discern whether they are a true prophet (speaking the Word of God) or whether they are a false
prophet (speaking presumptuously). These are strong words, but as we study God’s Word we will be
able to reject false teaching when we encounter it.

The second reading is from Saint Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. The context is Paul’s
teaching on the value of a person’s singleness during this period in the church when it was
undergoing explosive growth and at the same time, persecution - especially from the Jews. These
verses have often been used to elevate singleness over marriage. But as you understand the context
of unbearable famine and persecution for the church, we see that Paul was putting a temporary
moratorium on weddings, in order to help them endure the unusual circumstances that these
believers were facing. Note: Verses 36 - 38 were included in order to provide the full meaning and
context.

32 But I want you to be free from concern. One who is unmarried is concerned about the things of
the Lord, how he may please the Lord; 33 but one who is married is concerned about the things of
the world, how he may please his wife, 34 and his interests are divided. The woman who is
unmarried, and the virgin, is concerned about the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in
body and spirit; but one who is married is concerned about the things of the world, how she may
please her husband. 35 This I say for your own benefit; not to put a restraint upon you, but to
promote what is appropriate and to secure undistracted devotion to the Lord. 36 But if any man
thinks that he is acting unbecomingly toward his virgin daughter, if she is past her youth, and if it
must be so, let him do what he wishes, he does not sin; let her marry. 37 But he who stands firm in
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his heart, being under no constraint, but has authority over his own will, and has decided this in his
own heart, to keep his own virgin daughter, he will do well. 38 So then both he who gives his own
virgin daughter in marriage does well, and he who does not give her in marriage will do better. (1
Corinthians 7:32-38)

The fact that the Old Testament and other places in the New Testament affirm the beauty and value
of marriage needs to give perspective to the interpretation of this passage. For example, Paul
recommended that young widows remarry (1 Timothy 5:11-15) and Jesus Himself affirmed the Old
Testament teaching that a man shall leave his father and mother to be united to his wife (Matthew
19:5). In the present crisis (mentioned in 1 Cor. 7:26), Paul was giving them apostolic teaching that
applied wisdom to their dire situation. First, Paul said that if a person is single they can be wholly
dedicated to the service of the Lord, whereas a married person is also concerned with the affairs of
their mate and family (vv. 32). In times of persecution and famine, it is much easier to be single than
married. The simplicity of life when one is in survival mode is complicated when a spouse and
children are brought into the picture and their vulnerabilities can be exploited by persecutors.
Second, he said that if a person desired to marry that there was nothing wrong with their desire (v.
35). What he was saying was that at this time in the church it was strongly advantageous for a
person engaging in ministry to remain single, like he was. This is the path that Jesus and others in
the New Testament chose, including Saint Paul. Finally, Paul said that fathers should not unduly
guard their daughters in such a way as to prevent them from fulfilling their desires to marry (vv. 36
- 38). During that cultural context, the father’s approval of the marriage meant everything. This is of
course still the case in many cultures in the world.

What does this mean for today? Since the rest of the counsel of Scripture affirms the sanctity of
marriage, we must not look at marriage as a better or worse state of affairs. There are advantages
and disadvantages to both singleness and marriage. If you are single, you currently have the gift of
singleness (1 Cor. 7:7). If you are married, you have the gift of marriage. Will you let God use either
state of affairs to further His work in your life?

The Gospel lesson is from Mark Chapter one which continues from last week.

21 They went into Capernaum; and immediately on the Sabbath He entered the synagogue and
began to teach. 22 They were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them as one having
authority, and not as the scribes. 23 Just then there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean
spirit; and he cried out, 24 saying, “What business do we have with each other, Jesus of Nazareth?
Have You come to destroy us? I know who You are-the Holy One of God!” 25 And Jesus rebuked him,
saying, “Be quiet, and come out of him!” 26 Throwing him into convulsions, the unclean spirit cried
out with a loud voice and came out of him. 27 They were all amazed, so that they debated among
themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean
spirits, and they obey Him.” 28 Immediately the news about Him spread everywhere into all the
surrounding district of Galilee. (Mark 1:21-28)

Several points arise from the text. First, early on in His ministry Jesus is widely accepted in the
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synagogue in Capernaum as a rabbi, or teacher. The text says, “He entered the synagogue and
began to teach. They were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them as one having
authority, and not as the scribes” (vv. 21b - 22). This is an extremely important point because later
on when the religious leaders began contesting His teaching they pointed out that He was just a
carpenter from Nazareth. They said, “Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of
James and Joses and Judas and Simon? Are not His sisters here with us?” And they took offense at
Him"” (Mark 6:3). This hearkens us back to the passage from Deuteronomy, which gave a prophecy
about a great Prophet and criteria for discerning whether someone was speaking on behalf of God.
Jesus passed the tests (and then some), but the religious leaders failed to hold up their end of the
bargain. They refused to listen to the words of the Prophet and will have to stand to give an account
for their rejection of God’s Messiah. Jesus spoke with authority because He was The Authority!

A second important point from the text is what the demonic spirit within the man in the synagogue
said about Jesus. The demon recognized Jesus as being from Nazareth and the “Holy One of God”
meaning Messiah (v. 24). Although the Jewish leaders rejected Jesus as Messiah, the demonic spirit
was compelled to testify as to His identity. One day, “every knee will bow and tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of the Father” (Philippians 2:10-11). Finally, God used the testimony
of the demonic spirit in order to further the spread of the Gospel (vv. 27 - 28). Each one of us will
have to decide how to respond to the authority of Jesus. Will we reject His authority or surrender to
it?

As believers, we too can speak with the authority of God, following Jesus’ example and being filled
with His Words. Anytime we recite Scripture we possess the authority of God and have power within
the range allowed by God’s sovereignty to unset spiritual darkness. Keep this in mind the next time
you encounter spiritual darkness including false teaching. You can apply the test for a true prophet
that we learned about from Deuteronomy, as well as speak the truth from the words of Scripture into
confusing and dark issues. Although we may not have all of the well-reasoned answers to spiritual
skeptics, if we know the Word of God we can respond with God’s authority simply by applying the
truth of Scripture to each encounter.

This week one of my relatives is being forced to take a hard stand at her school. Her coach has
decided to get around the rules regarding the frequency of athletic practice allowed for this
particular conference by scheduling “open gym” periods with the team. In theory, these events are
optional but in reality, any player missing one of the open gym periods would be in jeopardy of
harming their standing on the team. This particular team player has decided to abide by the rule and
miss this informal practice session in order to satisfy the calling that God has placed upon her heart
to be obedient to Him. Although our study of the Word of God can sometimes be rather abstract in
terms of application in our daily lives, in this case it became clear to this person from God’s teaching
that they needed to take a stand. Is there anything in the Bible study lesson this week that caused a
“prick in your heart” about which you need to take a stand for God? In what areas in your life have
you been exposed to false teachings and need to exclaim that these sources are accursed?

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection
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1. Think about some of the concepts covered in this week’s Bible reading:

¢ Being discerning about who I listen to and rejecting false teaching
Being obedient to true teaching (that lines up with Scripture)
Being wise about how I think about marriage and singleness
Surrendering to Jesus’ authority

Standing up to misuse of authority with Scripture as my authority

Which of the above concepts do you need help in? Talk to God about how you would like for Him to
be at work in this area.

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/020115.cfm

First Reading DT 18:15-20
Second Reading 1 COR 7:32-35
Gospel Reading MK 1:21-28

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 6-22-2014
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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 6-22-2014. The focus of the readings this week is on the
background and importance of communion. We open with a reading from Exodus in which Moses
recounted God’s provision of manna to the Hebrew people during their desert wanderings. Then we
move to Saint Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians with some teaching on the communion meal and then
conclude with the Gospel lesson from John in which Jesus taught the people that He was the “bread
that came down from heaven” (John 6:51). As you study this week keep in mind Saint Paul’s
admonition to examine ourselves before we partake of communion that will be covered in the
reflection questions.

The first reading is from Deuteronomy 8. The context is God’s giving of the Law to Moses after they
had escaped from the wrath of the Pharaoh and struggled for forty years in the desert. The main
audience whom Moses addressed were those who were either born during this 40-year period or
those who were under twenty when it began. This was because all of the adults where were 20 years
and older at the time of the Exodus perished except for Moses, Joshua, and Caleb (Numbers 14:29).
The context of the reading today is Moses final address to the people about to enter the Promised
Land. “Then Moses summoned all Israel and said to them: ‘Hear, O Israel, the statutes and the
ordinances which I am speaking today in your hearing, that you may learn them and observe them
carefully’” (Deuteronomy 5:1). He continued in the next chapter, “Now this is the commandment, the
statutes and the judgments which the LORD your God has commanded me to teach you, that you
might do them in the land where you are going over to possess it (Deuteronomy 6:1). He then
proceed to recount the main points of the Law.

The reading that follows includes all of the verses that were skipped in order to provide the full
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context and to illuminate the complete meaning of the text.

2You shall remember all the way which the LORD your God has led you in the wilderness
these forty years, that He might humble you, testing you, to know what was in your heart,
whether you would keep His commandments or not. 3 He humbled you and let you be hungry,
and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might
make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that
proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD. 4 Your clothing did not wear out on you, nor did your
foot swell these forty years. 5 Thus you are to know in your heart that the LORD your God
was disciplining you just as a man disciplines his son. 6 Therefore, you shall keep the
commandments of the LORD your God, to walk in His ways and to fear Him. 7 For the LORD
your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs,
flowing forth in valleys and hills; 8 a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and
pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey; 9 a land where you will eat food without scarcity,
in which you will not lack anything; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you
can dig copper. 10 When you have eaten and are satisfied, you shall bless the LORD your God
for the good land which He has given you. 11 Beware that you do not forget the LORD your
God by not keeping His commandments and His ordinances and His statutes which I am
commanding you today; 12 otherwise, when you have eaten and are satisfied, and have built
good houses and lived in them, 13 and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and your
silver and gold multiply, and all that you have multiplies, 14 then your heart will become
proud and you will forget the LORD your God who brought you out from the land of Egypt,
out of the house of slavery. 15 He led you through the great and terrible wilderness, with its
fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty ground where there was no water; He brought water
for you out of the rock of flint. 16 “In the wilderness He fed you manna which your fathers did
not know, that He might humble you and that He might test you, to do good for you in the
end. (Deuteronomy 8:2-16)

Moses purpose of this address was to remind the people of God’s miraculous provision and
protection of them during their desert wanderings (v. 2). First, Moses recounted God’s provision of
clothing that did not wear out (v. 4a) as well as protection from injury (v. 4b). Second, Moses
reminded the people that they were disciplined by a loving God in the same way that a father
disciplines his child (v. 5). He reminded them of the manna that God provided (v. 2) a food that
pointed to God’s supernatural provision as well as to looking forward to His coming Son the Lord
Jesus who called Himself the “Bread of Life” (John 6:35) that we will talk about later in this study.
Next, Moses gave the people some insights into the nature of the Promised Land that they were
about to enter (vv. 7-9) and warned them about the dangers of forgetting the Lord and His
commandments (v.11). He said that if they forget the Lord by not keeping His commandments their
hearts would become proud in spite of His supernatural provision (v. 14). Finally, he reminded them
of how God had delivered them from the fiery serpents (v. 15) provided water for them in the desert
(v. 15), and fed them manna from heaven (v.16). Both the manna and the incident of the people with
the fiery serpents prefigured the Lord Jesus Christ. The latter incident was recorded in Numbers 21
in which Moses instructed the people to construct a bronze image of a fiery serpent and place it on a
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stick. When the people looked in faith to the healing power provided by God through the symbol,
they were saved from the danger inflicted by the snakes (Numbers 21:8). Jesus said about Himself,
“As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up” (John
3:14). People who looked at the bronze serpent with faith in God were healed. In a similar way, those
who look to Jesus in faith are forgiven of their sin and given eternal life as a gift of God (Ephesians
2:8-9). In both cases the people were (or are being) saved by God’s grace through faith in God.

As we saw in the first reading, the Old Testament provided many important parallels for the disciples
and first Christians as they understood Jesus as the fulfillment of God’s predictions concerning Jesus
Christ. As we move to the second reading, we will see how Saint Paul spoke against the idolatry that
was prevalent among the people of Corinth in the First Century. Paul reminded the people about the
curse that was placed on them for grumbling against God as recorded in the Book of Exodus from
which we read in the first reading (Exodus 16:2). Paul said, “Now these things happened to them as
an example, and they were written for our instruction” (1 Corinthians 10:11) and urged the people to
flee from idolatry (v. 14), “Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.” The issue that he was
confronting here was the objection that some had to eating food that had been sacrificed to idols (1
Corinthians 10:18-33). The reading today is sandwiched right in the middle of this important
discussion.

16 Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread
which we break a sharing in the body of Christ? 17 Since there is one bread, we who are
many are one body; for we all partake of the one bread. (1 Corinthians 10:16-17)

Paul said is that in order to partake of the communion service we must be in unity together and in
fellowship with God. Matthew Henry said it this way. “By partaking of one broken loaf, the emblem
of our Saviour’s broken body, who is the only true bread that came down from heaven, we coalesce
into one body, become members of him and one another.” Unlike the pagan sacrifices which were
repeated and never brought and redemption to those participating, Jesus’ single sacrifice resulted in
salvation for all those who believe (1 Peter 3:18). Also, unlike the continual sacrifices offered by the
Jews that looked forward to Jesus, Jesus can never be sacrificed again because after he made one
sacrifice for sins forever He sat down at the right hand of God (Hebrews 10:12). “By this will we
have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” (Hebrews 10:10).
When we celebrate communion we remember the single, final sacrifice that Jesus made for us on the
cross (Luke 22:19). We celebrate the fact that when we share in the communion cup and the bread
we unite in the belief that Jesus poured out His blood and allowed His body to be broken to pay the
penalty for our sin.

The Gospel lesson is from John Chapter 6. The context of the reading is after Jesus went from
Jerusalem where He had healed a paralyzed man to the “other side of the Sea of Galilee” (John 6:1).
It was here on the east coast of the lake that Jesus went up on the mountain near Bethsaida to teach
His disciples and was followed by a large crowd (v. 2). He evidently ended up teaching this discourse
in the synagogue in Capernaum (John 6:59). Jesus opened this section of teaching with a bold
statement regarding His deity. He said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life”
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(John 6:47). This is the core of the Gospel message, the Good News, that anyone who believes in
Jesus as his or her Savior has eternal life. Next, Jesus made another of His bold statements that He
was God in the flesh, the manna sent from heaven when He said, “I am the bread of life” (v. 48). The
Jews would have clearly understood His use of the Greek phrase “ego eimi,” translated in English “I
am.” Jesus is the eternal God, the preexistent One, the “bread of life” sent from God the Father (John
6:46) as the supreme and final sacrifice for sin (Hebrews 10:12). Both of these statements resulted
in the objection of some of the Jews (John 6:52).

As you read, notice Jesus additional use of the “I am” phrase, and how Jesus used this to confirm His
identity as God in the flesh.

51 “I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he will
live forever; and the bread also which I will give for the life of the world is My flesh.” 52 Then
the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, “How can this man give us His flesh to
eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son
of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 “He who eats My flesh and
drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 55 “For My flesh is
true food, and My blood is true drink. 56 “He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides
in Me, and I in him. 57 “As the living Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so he
who eats Me, he also will live because of Me. 58 “This is the bread which came down out of
heaven; not as the fathers ate and died; he who eats this bread will live forever.” (John
6:51-58)

Jesus again affirmed His divinity when he said, “I am the living bread that came down out of heaven”
(v. 51a). Next He said that the way to eternal life was by partaking of His body (v. 51b), something
which was a stumbling stone to the religious Jews and Pharisees (v. 52b). Jesus answered their
objection by telling them that although their forefathers ate the bread of God (manna, see Exodus
16:1-36) and later died (v. 58b), anyone that partook of belief in Jesus would have eternal life. Jesus
said, “he who eats this bread will live forever” (v. 58c). In the Jewish world there was a high
emphasis given upon the value of community that occurred around a meal. What Jesus said he was
in part that in order to partake of Jesus, the bread of life, you must commune with Him. One of the
ways that we as believer commune with Jesus is through the communion meal.

The celebration of the Lord’s Supper is a very important ordinance given to us by the Lord Jesus
before He returned to heaven. Each time we celebrate communion we commemorate Jesus’ death on
the cross for us on which He gave his body and poured His blood for us. Jesus instituted the
communion celebration during His Last Supper with the disciples on the eve of the Jewish holiday
known as Passover. This important feast commemorated the Jews deliverance from the final plague
brought against the Pharaoh as recorded in Exodus 12. On the solemn even many millennium ago,
the Hebrew people were instructed to slaughter a lamb and mark their doorway with its blood. On
that evening the Death Angel passed through the land and killed the firstborn of every living thing,
both humans beings and animals, except those whom had followed God’s commandment in faith by
marking their doorways with the symbol of the Lamb of God. The Feast of Unleavened Bread in
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which the Jews eat bread without the yeast rising agent follows Passover. The absence of leaven is
symbolic of the Jew’s rapid flight from Egypt immediately after that Passover evening in which the
lamb was slaughtered in obedience to God command for the salvation of each household. The
absence of leaven also came to be associated in later Jewish thought with the purification from sin,
i.e. leaven is sin, such as Jesus noted when He said to be on watch for the “leaven of the Pharisees”
(Matthew 16:6). The symbolism is clear; Jesus is our Passover Lamb, the Lamb of God that takes
away our sin. John the Baptist said about Jesus, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world” (John 1:29). Jesus is the “Lamb slain since before the foundation of the world” (Revelation
13:8).

Saint Paul said about the celebration of communion, “For as often as you eat this bread and drink
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26, emphasis added). This
teaching placed a clear time limit on the celebration of this important ordinance. As we look forward
to the return of the Lord we, like the Jews on the evening of the Passover, walk in obedience to the
Lord’s commandment to celebrate communion until He returns.

What do the teachings from the readings and Gospel lesson mean for our lives? First, God calls us
not to forsake the assembly together in the communion service (Hebrews 10:25). As we celebrate
communion from now until the day the Lord Jesus returns we look back to the one sacrifice that He
made for our sins. Second, we can recognize that we are saved by grace through faith in God
(Ephesians 2:8-9) the same as Moses and the other believers in the Old Testament. They looked
forward to Jesus through the symbols of God’s supernatural provision through manna and the
healing by faith in God by humbly kneeling before the bronze serpent. The elements of communion
are the way in which we remember Jesus’ body broken for us and His blood shed to pay the debts for
our sin. “For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26).

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. In First Corinthians 11 beyond what we read in the second reading today, Saint Paul called for
believers to make a serious self-examination before the partook in communion. “But a man must
examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup” (1 Corinthians
11:28). He warned, “Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy
manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord” (v. 27) and even went so far as to say
that “For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep” (v. 30).

If you take communion this week, as yourself the following questions.

A. What does it mean to “examine yourself” before communion? List two or three things that you
could bring before God in prayer this week prior to communion?

B. Read the following quote from Jesus that He said in the Sermon on the Mount.

“Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that your

Page # 35 of 43 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/moses/



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

brother has something against you, leave your offering there before the altar and go; first be
reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering. (Matthew 5:23-24).

What are some ways in which this verse speaks to the practice of examining ourselves before
communion?

2. Saint Paul said the following about the communion meal:

1Co 11:24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My body, which is for
you; do this in remembrance of Me.”

1Co 11:25 In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Read the following verses and answer the questions that follow. As you read, mark any repeated
words since repetition of words, phrases and ideas in a narrow context is important to understand
the meaning of the text.

Hebrews 7:26-27 NAS95 26 For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent,
undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens; 27 who does not need
daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the sins
of the people, because this He did once for all when He offered up Himself.

Hebrews 9:12 NAS95 12 and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own
blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.

Hebrews 9:26 NAS95 26 Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the
foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He has been
manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.

Hebrews 9:27-28 NAS95 27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after
this comes judgment, 28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many,
will appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await
Him.

Hebrews 10:1-4 NAS95 1 For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come
and not the very form of things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually
year by year, make perfect those who draw near. 2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased to
be offered, because the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have had
consciousness of sins? 3 But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year. 4 For
it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.

Hebrews 10:10 NAS95 10 By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all.
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Hebrews 10:10-12 NAS95 10 By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all. 11 Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time
after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; 12 but He, having offered one
sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD,

A. In contrast to the continually repeated sacrifices offered by the Jews according to the Law, how
many times did Jesus offer His body as a sacrifice?

B. How many times did you count the repetition of the words “one” or “once” in this section of
Hebrews? Why do you think that God placed so much emphasis upon the single sacrifice of Jesus by
repeating this concept over and over again in the Book of Hebrews?

C. In light of what you learned from the Book of Hebrews, can Jesus ever be offered as a sacrifice
again? How does this impact your understanding of the communion meal?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/062214.cfm

First Reading DT 8:2-3, 14B-16A (Plus skipped verses)
Second Reading 1 COR 10:16-17
Gospel Reading JN 6:51-58

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 6-15-2014
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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 6-15-2014. This week we open with the narrative of
Moses’ encounter with God on Mount Sinai. This is where God gave Moses the 10 Commandments,
which are still guiding lawmakers today. Then we move to the New Testament where we will see the
outworking of a higher law, the law of Love. It is God’s love for us that allows a new way of living to
emerge in us.

The first reading is from Exodus 34. The backdrop to this story includes shame and glory, for this is Moses’ second time to receive the
law from God on Mount Sinai. The first time ended in shame, for he came down from the mountain to find the people of God
worshiping a golden calf (see Exodus 32). The second time ended in glory, for Moses asked to see God’s glory and this is what God
revealed. The new stone tablets and God’s patience with His people are an indication of His character, which this passage describes.

4 So he [Moses] cut out two stone tablets like the former ones, and Moses rose up early in the
morning and went up to Mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him, and he took two
stone tablets in his hand. 5 The LORD descended in the cloud and stood there with him as he
called upon the name of the LORD. 6 Then the LORD passed by in front of him and
proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and
abounding in lovingkindness and truth; 7 who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who
forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished,
visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to the third and
fourth generations.” 8 Moses made haste to bow low toward the earth and worship. 9 He
said, “If now I have found favor in Your sight, O Lord, I pray, let the Lord go along in our
midst, even though the people are so obstinate, and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take
us as Your own possession.” (Exodus 34:4-9)

The importance of this passage may be missed by its brevity and simplicity. But let us not
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underestimate the foundational nature of this revelation of the character of God to His people.
Remember, the newly released Hebrew people had just been delivered from being ruled by the
Egyptians as slaves. You can take the slave out of Egypt, but something internal has to happen in
order to take the mentality of a slave out of the person of God. A revelation of God’s true nature
would be the antidote to the slave mentality. Here is what we learn about God from this passage:

God is a self-disclosing, self-revealing God. He desires to make Himself known to His people.
Without God first revealing Himself to people, humans would have no way of knowing Him.
The Hebrew people were his special chosen people to reveal His character. How would they
reveal His character without knowing Him? The self-revealing nature of God is the foundation
of relationship with God to all people. This is His grace.

The word “LORD” which is used as His special covenantal name for the Jewish people, means
“I AM”. This reveals that God is ever-present and absolutely existent. The Hebrew people
needed to know that the God of their fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, was also their ever-
present Father as well.

God is compassionate and gracious. These words are packed with depth and the rest of the
Bible should be understood in light of God’s character of compassion and grace. Here are
some helpful definitions. Compassionate: refers to deep love (usually of a superior for an
inferior) rooted in some natural bond (i.e. Mother to child; Father to child). Compassion is the
deep feeling one for another who is totally helpless, and usually results in providing aid to the
one who is in need. Mercy and forgiveness go hand in hand with compassion.

God is slow to anger: contrary to popular belief, God is not capricious in His display of anger,
nor is He looking for people to burn up with His wrath. He is patient and wanting people to
repent, not desiring that any should perish (1 Timothy 2:4).

God is abounding in love and faithfulness. Abounding connotes the overflowing and abundant
nature of God’s love and faithfulness. He’s not going to run out! The word for love used here
means loving-kindness. The two characteristics put together mean that God is fiercely loyal to
His children. We can count on Him to love and to forgive.

God is also just. He will punish the sin of the guilty who have not brought themselves to Him in
surrender. It would be unloving for God to allow injustice to prevail. So even in His
punishment of wickedness, God is exercising His loving faithfulness.

When God’s glory is revealed, the only appropriate place for humans to be is bowed to the
ground, worshiping.

When God'’s glory is revealed, Moses wanted God to go with him and the people. He could not
envision being alone in this world. God’s presence is appealing, we do not have to protect
ourselves from getting “too much of God.”

When God’s glory is revealed, Moses recognized the sinful state of himself and the people.
God’s glory makes us more self-aware of our own short-comings. Our shabby excuses don’t
really hold up in God’s presence, therefore we must rely on God’s grace in order to stand in
His presence.

“Brethren”: shows that those who are in Christ are in a family relationship. The laws that
govern a family are higher than a governmentally enforced system. Family relationships are
governed by the higher law of love.
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e “Rejoice”: why must Paul command the Corinthians to rejoice? He must know that it is easier
for humans to be critical and despair over life than it is to rejoice. We must be reminded that
we have a lot to be thankful for.

¢ “Be made complete”: reminds us of the believer’s status in Christ. We are positionally
complete in Christ (for Jesus cried “It is finished” from the cross), but it takes some effort on
our part to live out the reality of this new status.

e “Be comforted”: Paul started this letter telling the Corinthians that the God of all comfort will
comfort them in their troubles (2 Corinthians 1:3-4). He closes it by encouraging them to
appropriate the comfort that only God can give.

e “Be like-minded and live in peace”: means that Christians should seek to live in an
understanding way with each other, allowing the Truth to unite us.

e “and the God of love and peace will be with you”: Is He not with us when we are living
contrary to these commands. Well, in a way, yes. It is true that God is omnipresent. His love
and peace is available to all people at all times. But the difference between having God’s love
and peace and not having God’s love and peace is the choice we as humans make to accept or
reject who God is in our lives. If we live contrary to His ways, His love and peace will not be in
us. If we want to have the God of love and peace making His presence known to us, we have
simply to ask and receive, making room for Him to manifest Himself in us and through us. We
can’t have His love and peace without having Him.

e “Greet one another with a holy kiss”: this actual practice may not be common in our churches
anymore, but we have similar expressions of fellowship by shaking hands, giving a hug or
smiling across the aisle at someone. The idea behind this is to be welcoming and inclusive with
others who are in fellowship with us in our local places of worship.

e “All the saints greet you”: this closing phrase gives Saint Paul’s theology of sainthood. He
frequently uses the word “saint” to describe genuine believers in Christ (1 Cor. 1:2, 2 Cor. 1:1;
Philippians 1:1). He opened the letter to the Ephesians by saying: “To the saints in Ephesus,
the faithful in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 1:1). God gives the status of saint to all who have bowed
their knee to Jesus as Lord, for now Christ’s righteousness is credited to our account (2
Corinthians 5:21). That is what makes us a saint before God.

e To receive His free gift of eternal life by believing in Jesus

e To receive His forgiveness for a particular sin that you previously thoughts was too big for God
to forgive

e To treat another Christian as a brother/sister

e To recognize your identity as a saint and make choices based on this

e To be “like-minded” with other Christians over the truth

¢ To be comforted by the God of all comfort

e To let God’s compassion and grace be your interpretive framework for the circumstances of
your life

o

Gracious: unmerited favor, the root word depicts a heartfelt response by someone who has
something to give to one who has a need; it is an adjective that describes the generous acts of
Yahweh. It is generous in the sense that it is not deserved. Mercy is when you don’t get the
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bad that you deserve; Grace is when you get the good that you don’t deserve. God
demonstrates both compassion and grace toward us in that while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us (Romans 5:8).

In this passage we also learn some things about people and the proper response to God as seen in
Moses:

The second reading is from Saint Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians Chapter 13. This is the
close of Saint Paul’s letter and serves as a reminder of the sort of people that God calls us to be now
that we have entered into relationship with Him. Since we know Him to be compassionate and
gracious, slow to anger and abounding in love, we can be people who are growing to look more and
more like Him.

11 Finally, brethren, rejoice, be made complete, be comforted, be like-minded, live in peace; and the
God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13 All the saints greet
you. (2 Corinthians 13:11-13)

Paul has had a tenuous relationship with the Corinthian believers, with multiple visits and multiple
letters used to try to point them to what it looks like to live differently than the pagans. The
relationship one has with Christ as Savior ushers us into a new way of life that does not operate
according to the world’s system. Therefore, he summarizes his message with instruction on how to
live out the Christian life.

The Gospel reading is from John Chapter 3. Verse 16 is the famous verse which is often seen printed
on signs being waived by people at various sporting events. The context of this section is the
conclusion of a meeting that happened at night between Jesus and Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews
(John 3:1), meaning that he was a member of the Sanhedrin that is the Jewish ruling council.
Evidently, Nicodemus feared the reaction of the Jews so he met secretly with Jesus. Later in John’s
Gospel, Nicodemus came with Joseph or Arimathea to prepare Jesus’ body for burial (John 19:39), an
action which revealed his willingness to make a bold, public statement about his identification with
Jesus.

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send the Son into the world to
judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. 18 He who believes in Him
is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed
in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” (John 3:16-18)

We see in this passage once again that God’s love is the foundation for life that is eternal. It is God’s
love that moved Him to give His one and only Son. “Begotten” is a translation of a Greek word that
has the connation of being unique. So to clarify, John is saying that there is no one else like God’s
Son Jesus. He is the only one of His kind and He was given to us to provide the one and only way to
eternal life. As we said earlier, God does not want people to perish (1 Tim. 2:4). His love compelled
Him to send His Son into the world to be our Savior. So what separates those who have eternal life
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and those who are perishing? Belief in Jesus Christ. Belief is a robust word that connotes trust,
relationship, and knowledge that is applied to one’s life. While we grow in our belief in Jesus, we
must clarify whether we truly believe or not. We must have a place of entry into the life of Christ. Do
we want Him or not? If we reject Him, then we stand condemned already. Our unforgiven sin leaves
no other option than to be judged by God at the end of our lives. But if we turn to Jesus in faith and
rest our hope for salvation in Him, then we are saved. That is why He came to this world, to save.
Have you entered into the life of Christ by putting your faith in His atoning death on the cross and
receiving His resurrection power for daily living? If you want to do so, you can make that decision
right now and talk to God about wanting to put your faith in Christ. The following prayer may help
you to express your heart to God:

Dear God, your word says that you loved the world, and I trust that that includes me. In your
love you gave your one and only Son, Jesus, to bring me eternal life. I realize that without the
gift of Your Son, my life will end in eternal death, it will perish. I need Jesus to be my Savior. I
want to believe in Him. And even though I don’t know exactly what that means or entails, I
trust that you will show me how to enter into His life and be saved. I trust in Jesus to save me
from the eternal consequences of my sin. I believe in You, Jesus, and receive your free gift of
eternal life. Now please help me to walk in light of your Truth and love. Change me into the
saint that the New Testament declares your people to be. I am Yours, Lord. Amen.

If you made a decision either now or some time ago to put your belief in Jesus, would you ask God to
give you an opportunity to share this good news with someone else? It may be with someone who
already knows Jesus, but needs encouragement that God loves them. Or it may be to someone who
has never heard of God loving the world so much that He would send His one and only Son to save
them from the consequences of their sin. Perhaps you would even be willing to share your testimony
on the Christians for Christ website. The good news is so good, we can’t keep it to ourselves!

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. We saw God’s love in a myriad of ways in this week’s reading. Go back through each passage and
write out in your own words below some of the ways that you see God’s love.

Exodus 34

2 Corinthians 13

John 3

2. How does the description of God’s love in His Word differ from your own understanding of God?
What false notions do you need to reject and what truths do you need to ask God to help you keep in
mind?

3. How is God calling you to live in light of His love? Choose one of the points of application below
or write out your own:
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Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/061514.cfm

First Reading EX 34:4B-6, 8-9 (plus skipped verses)

Exodus 34:4-9 NAS95 4 So he cut out two stone tablets like the former ones, and Moses rose up early in the
morning and went up to Mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him, and he took two stone tablets in his
hand. 5 The LORD descended in the cloud and stood there with him as he called upon the name of the LORD. 6
Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; 7 who keeps lovingkindness for
thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished,
visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to the third and fourth generations.” 8
Moses made haste to bow low toward the earth and worship. 9 He said, “If now I have found favor in Your
sight, O Lord, I pray, let the Lord go along in our midst, even though the people are so obstinate, and pardon
our iniquity and our sin, and take us as Your own possession.”

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 13:11-13

11 Finally, brethren, rejoice, be made complete, be comforted, be like-minded, live in peace; and the God of
love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13 All the saints greet you. 2
Corinthians 13:11-13

Gospel Reading JN 3:16-18

John 3:16-18 NAS95 16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 17 “For God did not send the Son into the world to judge
the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. 18 “He who believes in Him is not judged; he who
does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of
God.

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB
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