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Mass Study Notes for Sunday 1-18-2015

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 1-18-2015. This week we open with the first reading
from the Book of First Samuel in which we learn about God’s calling of this important prophet. Then
we move to Saint Paul’s First letter to the Corinthians and close with the Gospel lesson from Saint
John. I'included a brief story about a personal struggle I was having that is very common among
men, which I hope encourages all Christians to be pure in their daily lives. We also include this week
a more detailed study at the end regarding understanding our identity in Christ.

The first reading is from the Book of First Samuel. The context is the commissioning of the Prophet
Samuel in the era of the period known as the Judges. This was the period of time when the history of
Israel followed a pattern of rising and falling. God would allow His people to fall into the hands of
their enemies, next the people would repent and God would raise up a deliverer. After some time in
freedom, the people would begin becoming complacent again and the cycle would repeat. This was
also the era in which the people “did what was right in their own eyes” (Judges 21:25) versus
following the commandments of the Lord. Note: Many verses were omitted in the reading. Since this
is a more comprehensive study of the Scriptures we have included all of the verses between verses 1
and 19.

1 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD before Eli. And word from the LORD was rare in
those days, visions were infrequent. 2 It happened at that time as Eli was lying down in his place
(now his eyesight had begun to grow dim and he could not see well), 3 and the lamp of God had not
yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD where the ark of God was, 4
that the LORD called Samuel; and he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am,
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for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6 The
LORD called yet again, “Samuel!” So Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you
called me.” But he answered, “I did not call, my son, lie down again.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet
know the LORD, nor had the word of the LORD yet been revealed to him. 8 So the LORD called
Samuel again for the third time. And he arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called
me.” Then Eli discerned that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 And Eli said to Samuel, “Go lie down,
and it shall be if He calls you, that you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for Your servant is listening.'” So
Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10 Then the LORD came and stood and called as at other
times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for Your servant is listening.” 11 The LORD said
to Samuel, “Behold, I am about to do a thing in Israel at which both ears of everyone who hears it
will tingle. 12 “In that day I will carry out against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house,
from beginning to end. 13 “For I have told him that I am about to judge his house forever for the
iniquity which he knew, because his sons brought a curse on themselves and he did not rebuke
them. 14 “Therefore I have sworn to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be
atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever.” 15 So Samuel lay down until morning. Then he opened
the doors of the house of the LORD. But Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16 Then Eli called
Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” And he said, “Here I am.” 17 He said, “What is the word that He
spoke to you? Please do not hide it from me. May God do so to you, and more also, if you hide
anything from me of all the words that He spoke to you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything and hid
nothing from him. And he said, “It is the LORD; let Him do what seems good to Him.” 19 Thus
Samuel grew and the LORD was with him and let none of his words fail. (1 Samuel 3:1-19)

This is the story of young Samuel’s initiation into the office of Prophet. He wasn’t familiar with how
the revelation of the Lord was going to come since “the word of the Lord was rare in those days” (v.
1). At first, Samuel didn’t recognize God’s voice and instead thought that it was Eli the high priest
who was calling him. Finally, Samuel listened to the Lord and, as a result of what God told him, he
had to convey a very difficult message to Eli. This must have been a challenging task and a sort of
test for this young man to undertake since what Samuel told Eli was very somber news. Samuel had
to convey the message that nobody in Eli’s family line would continue in their priestly duties forever
(14). God had already revealed to Eli that there would be judgment upon him for his lack of restraint
on his wicked sons (1 Samuel 2:27-36). This was the final confirmation that the prophecy would
come to pass. As a result of all of this, God officially confirmed Samuel as a prophet as we see in the
closing verse 20 (not included in the reading. “All Israel from Dan even to Beersheba knew that
Samuel was confirmed as a prophet of the LORD” (1 Samuel 3:20).

Some important lessons that we learn from this passage include:

e God will fulfill His promises, whether they be blessings or curses. If this is the case, a point of
application is to be aware of God’s promises and live in light of these realities.

e God spoke through the prophets to disclose ultimate reality for those of us who are finite.
While this might have felt harsh at the time, it was actually for humankind’s good to know the
Truth. Some of the prophetic utterances were divinely inspired to became part of our Holy
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Scriptures (1 Peter 1:21). These Truths can be heeded or rejected while we are here on earth.
But God discloses these ultimate things so that we might live as wise people here and now.

e Because we can trust God’s Word, it’s important for us to study in light of the truth He has
revealed to us. We see this in Samuel’s life as he learned to listen and even to do difficult
things in order to follow God’s voice.

The second reading is from Saint Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. Saint Paul wrote this letter
in response to several matters that were happening in the church including sexual sin, improper
celebration of communion, and lawsuits between believers. This particular section is focusing upon
the sexual liberties that some people were taking. The City of Corinth was known for temple
prostitution and all forms of promiscuous sexual practices related to pagan worship. Some of these
people were now converted and part of the church but did not understand proper behavior in light of
their new status in Christ (1 Corinthians 6:9-11). Paul gives the overarching principle for a believer’s
newfound freedom in Christ in verse 12. Then he explains a particular application of that freedom.
Note: The intermediate verses that were omitted in the reading have been included in order to
provide the full meaning in context.

12 All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful for me, but I
will not be mastered by anything. 13 Food is for the stomach and the stomach is for food, but God
will do away with both of them. Yet the body is not for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord is
for the body. 14 Now God has not only raised the Lord, but will also raise us up through His power.
15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take away the members of
Christ and make them members of a prostitute? May it never be! 16 Or do you not know that the one
who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her? For He says, “THE TWO SHALL BECOME
ONE FLESH.” 17 But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him. 18 Flee
immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins
against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in
you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For you have been bought with a
price: therefore glorify God in your body. (1 Corinthians 6:12-20)

There are three overarching principles that Paul uses to help Christians be discerning about the
choices that we make. First, when contemplating one’s freedom in Christ, we must consider whether
this helps or hinders our relationship with God (v. 12). Paul said that all things are permissible for
him but not all things are beneficial (v. 12). The second main point is that when we are united in
Christ we are one with Him in Spirit; therefore, when we sin we drag Him into any sinful patterns
that we engage in (v. 17). This should help us to consider how our choices affect Christ, not just
ourselves. The third overarching principle to help us be discerning in our freedom is the fact that
our bodies are a temple of the Holy Spirit; therefore we are to honor God with our bodies (19-20). All
of these points put together provide a very strong deterrent when we are attempted to go back into
immoral and sinful patterns. We are not only encouraged to resist sexual immorality but Paul
actually calls us to flee from it.

Page # 3 of 45 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/john-the-baptist/



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

Way back in 2002 I was leading a Bible study and I made an offhanded comment about how all of us
are hypocrites at heart in one way or another. After class a woman who heard my comment gently
confronted me about this comment and said, “No, not everyone is a hypocrite and you were wrong in
making that statement.” Her words cut me to the heart because like David who was confronted by
the Prophet Nathan (2 Samuel 12:1-13) I was deeply disturbed by her words. This was because at
that instant I realized for the very first time in my life that I had been addicted to viewing
pornographic images for many years. After I left the class I poured my heart out to God and a
strange thing happened. Over the course of the next several weeks I realized that my attraction and
compulsive desire to look at pornography was gone. Two weeks went by without an incident, then
three, then a month, then two months. After about six months I began to think that I needed to take
precautions in my life because even though God delivered me it would be possible for me to go back
into the cycles of viewing pornography, which involves feeling bad about it and destroying it, staying
away from it for a week or two, then inevitably returning to it to begin the cycle all over again. These
cycles were actually very similar to what we read about in the first reading in the era of the judges. I
am very thankful to the work that God did in my life on that day in 2002, and greatly respect the
woman for the courage that she showed in confronting me that day.

People, and especially men, fly around like insects and get caught in webs: lies, pornography,
alcohol, stealing, and lusting after loose women. Are we so naive to think we are like the bees who
have stronger wings and can brush through these webs without getting caught in them? Unlike the
cobwebs that we just brush off as we walk by, we cannot do this so easily with the complex webs
(temptations) that we live in today. For many, these webs may start out only as an annoyance,
slowing their progress, but later on they become like glue, binding them. God tells us “For the power
of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). “And
lead us not into temptation” (Matthew 6:13 you read every week in Mass, you may not realize that
God really does provide the power to you to stop your sinful, compulsive behavior, whatever it may
be. God stands at the door ready to deliver us from our temptations, and I am living proof. If you are
struggling with your own temptations and not feeling any relief I urge you to connect with a brother
or sister in the Lord and confide in them about the struggle that you are having. Then turn to the
Lord in prayer, together, and outright ask for God to deliver you from your temptation. [ don’t know
how He will respond, but you can be guaranteed that He will answer your prayer in the best way
possible for your benefit.

The Gospel reading is from John Chapter 1. The context is Jesus’ gathering of His disciples after His
baptism by John the Baptist. From this passage, we see that John the Baptist and his disciples
recognized Jesus’ identity as Messiah early on in His ministry.

35 Again the next day John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as He
walked, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him speak, and they
followed Jesus. 38 And Jesus turned and saw them following, and said to them, “What do you seek?”
They said to Him, “Rabbi (which translated means Teacher), where are You staying?” 39 He said to
them, “Come, and you will see.” So they came and saw where He was staying; and they stayed with
Him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed
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Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He found first his own brother Simon and said to him,
“We have found the Messiah” (which translated means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus
looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John; you shall be called Cephas” (which is
translated Peter). (John 1:35-42)

John the Baptist, who was the forerunner of Jesus, declared that Jesus was the Lamb of God (v. 36).
He understood that Jesus’ mission as Messiah would entail becoming the atoning sacrifice for the sin
of the world (v. 29), thus becoming the sacrificial lamb of God. Even though Jesus had never gone
through formal “rabbinical training” they still recognized Jesus as a rabbi. The word means
“teacher” (v. 38). One of the first disciples was Andrew who found his brother Simon and told him
about his discovery of the long awaited Messiah. It is very significant that when Simon recognized
Jesus as Messiah one of the first things He did was to announce a name change for Simon to Cephas.
This almost indicates a type of covenantal relationship with Peter that consisted of a name change
and Jesus obvious vision of who Peter would became later in his ministry, the “rock.” While Peter did
not characterize rock-like qualities throughout the Gospels, Jesus called him by his new name, thus
calling him to a higher level of living than what he had previously known.

Each of the readings this week point to the fact that God has a vision for who we can become if we
surrender our lives to Him. Samuel became the prophet, the Corinthians became purified, and Peter
became the Rock. What’s God’s vision for you? Read the following excerpt about God'’s vision for
who you are in Christ. See if these truths counteract any of the webs you find yourself falling into.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

(refer to the next page)

Truth that Counteracts Lies:

“The list below itemizes in first-person language who you really are in Christ. These are some of the
scriptural traits which reflect who you became at spiritual birth. You can’t earn them or buy them
any more than a person born in the United States can earn or buy the rights and freedoms enjoyed
as an American citizen. They are guaranteed to the person by the Constitution simply because he or
she was born in the United States. Similarly, these traits are guaranteed to you by the Word of God
simply because you were born into God’s holy nation by faith in Christ.” (Source: Anderson, N. T.
(2000). Victory over the darkness. Ventura, CA: Regal books. p. 51)

I Am Accepted:
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John 1:12 [ am God’s child.

John 15:15 I am Christ’s friend.

Romans 5:1 [ have been justified.

1 Cor. 6:17 I am united with the Lord, and I am one spirit with Him.
1 Cor. 6:20 I have been bought with a price. I belong to God.

1 Cor. 12:27 [ am a member of Christ’s Body.

Eph. 1:1 [ am a saint.

Eph. 1:5 I have been adopted as God’s child.

Eph. 2:18 I have direct access to God through the Holy Spirit.
Col. 1:14 I have been redeemed and forgiven of all my sins.
Col. 2:10 [ am complete in Christ.

I Am Secure:

Rom. 8:1-2 [ am free from condemnation.

Rom. 8:28 [ am assured that all things work together for good.

Rom. 8:31-34 I am free from any condemning charges against me.

Rom. 8:35-39 I cannot be separated from the love of God.

2 Cor. 1:21-22 I have been established, anointed and sealed by God.

Phil. 1:6 [ am confident that the good work God has begun in me will be perfected.
Col. 3:3 I am hidden with Christ in God.

2 Tim. 1:7 I have not been given a spirit of fear, but of power, love and a sound mind.
1 John 5:18 [ am born of God and the evil one cannot touch me.

I Am Significant:

Matt. 5:13-14

I am the salt and light of the earth.
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John 15:1-5 I am a branch of the true vine, a channel of His life.

John 15:16 I have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit.

Acts 1:8 I am a personal witness of Christ.

1 Cor. 3:16 [ am God’s temple.

2 Cor. 5:17-21 [ am a minister of reconciliation for God.

2 Cor. 6:1 I am God’s coworker (see 1 Cor. 3:9).

Eph. 2:6 [ am seated with Christ in the heavenly realm.

Eph. 2:10 I am God’s workmanship.

Eph. 3:12 [ may approach God with freedom and confidence. (Source: Anderson, pp.
38-39).

“Understanding your identity in Christ is essential for living the Christian life. People cannot
consistently behave in ways that are inconsistent with the way they perceive themselves. You don’t
change yourself by your perception. You change your perception of yourself by believing the truth. If
you perceive yourself wrongly, you will live wrongly because what you are believing is not true. Next
to a knowledge of God, a knowledge of who you are is by far the most important truth you can
possess.” (Source: Anderson, p. 47)

Interaction:

1. Look at the list and star one that you sense is very well ingrained in your way of thinking and
acting in the midst of unwanted transitions.

2. Circle one that you sense needs God’s help to become more real in your life during unwanted
transitions. You may understand it cognitively, but your life fails to reflect the reality of that
truth.

1. Spend some time in prayer asking the Lord to show you more of His vision for who you are in
Christ.

1. If you haven’t come to the place in your life where you have placed your trust wholly in the
Lord Jesus Christ for your forgiveness of sin and you would like to do so you can turn to God in
prayer and ask Him to change your heart just as He changed the people that were in the
passages we just read.
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Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/011815.cfm

First Reading 1 SM 3:3B-10, 19
Second Reading 1 COR 6:13C-154A, 17-20
Gospel Reading JN 1:35-42

Source(s):
Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 1-11-2015

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 1-11-2015. This week there are two alternative readings
provided both for the first and second readings, we will look at each of them. Then we move to a
brief Gospel lesson from Saint Mark in which we see John the Baptist’s testimony about Jesus’
baptism in which all three Persons of the Holy Trinity are represented.

Page # 8 of 45 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/john-the-baptist/


http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/011815.cfm
http://www.biblegateway.com/
http://www.lockman.org
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/weekly-study-notes-for-the-sunday-mass/1-11-2015/

Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

There were two choices given this week for both the first and the second readings, we will give a
brief analysis of all four. The first reading is from the Prophet Isaiah. Isaiah prophesied during the
time from 739 - 681 BC to the Jewish people who had walked away from God in their hearts and
instead observed rote repetitive religious practices which were meaningless to them. Additionally,
though they were rich in physical blessings, Isaiah warned them about their harsh treatment of the
poor (Isaiah 3:15). Isaiah frequently uses a technique called “prophetic foreshortening” in which
significant yet distant events are displayed as happening in the near term, such that their fulfillment
is “telescoped” or “foreshortened” together with near term events. He also uses a significant
amount of Messianic typology such as the display of Jesus as the Suffering Servant in Chapter 53. A
theological type is something that prefigures it’s ultimate explanation, such as the Prophet Jonah
being three days in the belly of the fish which prefigured Jesus being in the grave for three days (see
Matthew 12:40). Another of the types that he displayed was King Cyrus who was the King of Persia
under whom the later Babylonian captivity of Judah (the southern kingdom) ended. Isaiah named
Cyrus as God’s chosen instrument under whom the 70 year Jewish captivity would be broken
hundreds of year before he was even born (Isaiah 44:28). In Chapter 42, it seems that Isaiah is once
again speaking of Cyrus as a type of the coming Messiah (Jesus). As you read the opening verses of
Chapter 42, you should recognize the typological representation of King Cyrus whose identity is
soon lost in the revelation of the Person of the Messiah. As we read the text from Isaiah, we likely
don’t immediately see the person of Cyrus but rather Jesus because we are so familiar with how
Jesus fulfilled this prophecy. For us the distant event in Isaiah’s day of the coming of Jesus Christ
completely overshadowed anything about the immediate circumstances being encountered by the
Jewish people during Isaiah’s time. Note: The reading omitted verse 5 that has been included in the
text below.

1 “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have put My
Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry out or raise His voice,
Nor make His voice heard in the street. 3 A bruised reed He will not break And a dimly burning wick
He will not extinguish; He will faithfully bring forth justice. 4 He will not be disheartened or crushed
Until He has established justice in the earth; And the coastlands will wait expectantly for His law.” 5
Thus says God the LORD, Who created the heavens and stretched them out, Who spread out the
earth and its offspring, Who gives breath to the people on it And spirit to those who walk in it, 6 “I
am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I will also hold you by the hand and watch over
you, And I will appoint you as a covenant to the people, As a light to the nations, 7 To open blind
eyes, To bring out prisoners from the dungeon And those who dwell in darkness from the prison.
(Isaiah 42:1-7)

The opening verse reads almost exactly like God’s pronouncement made at the baptism of Jesus Who
said, “This is my Son in Whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). The baptism of Jesus displayed
the Holy Trinity of God much like we see in this reading. At the baptism the Spirit of God descended
on Him as a dove (Matthew 3:16) along with the Father’s pronouncement as we just noted. In
Isaiah’s text we see the Father pronouncing His pleasure in the Son along with the proclamation
that God has put His Spirit upon Him (v. 1), something that certainly looks far beyond King Cyrus. As
Isaiah continues he explains the nature of Jesus and His ministry, he will be quiet and meek (vv. 2 -
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3), not boldly proclaiming as had his predecessor John the Baptist, but quiet and not even breaking a
brittle reed or extinguishing a smoldering lamp wick (v. 3). Verse 4 says that Jesus will “not be
disheartened until He has established justice in the earth.” In verse five Isaiah provides God’s
profound stamp of creative authority, He is the One “Who spread out the earth and its offspring . . .
.” He is also the One who called the people in righteousness to worship Him alone and reminded the
Jews of His covenant with them (v. 6). He reminded them that one of their purposes was to be a light
to the nations (v.6) to open the spiritually blind eyes of the people (v. 7). When the Messiah comes,
He would also be a light to the nations, as Luke said in Luke 2:32 regarding Jesus. The Messiah will
open the blind eyes of the people held in bondage, both to their sin as well as to the captivity they
would experience under various civil kings such as Nebuchadnezzar and Cyrus. Saint Peter referred
to this when he mentioned freeing the spirits in prison (1 Peter 3:19). As believers, we can proclaim
that although we have not seen Jesus we believe that He has freed us from the darkness of our own
spiritual prisons where we were held by the evil one in darkness (2 Corinthians 4:3-4).

The alternative first reading is also from the Prophet Isaiah. The context is just after the depiction of
Jesus as the Suffering Servant on the cross, something that happened over 700 years after Isaiah
penned it (Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12). An interesting note about Isaiah 53 is that it is a forbidden Book in
Jewish circles, something the rabbis avoid and the vast majority of Jews have never heard. “Who has
believed our report and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed,” Isaiah said (53:1). This
powerful display of Jesus is followed by chapter 54 in which Isaiah shows God’s everlasting kindness.
“For a mere moment I have forsaken you, but with great mercies I will regather you. With a little
wrath I hid My face from you for a moment; but with everlasting kindness I will have mercy on you,
says the Lord your redeemer” (Isaiah 54:7-8). The reading today from Chapter 55 is just before God
more fully revealed His plan to bring salvation to the Gentiles who would be in-grafted into His plan
of eternal salvation (Isaiah 56). As you read, try to keep in mind the context in which Isaiah gave his
message in a time when the Jews weren'’t listening to the voice of God.

1 “Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no money come, buy and eat.
Come, buy wine and milk Without money and without cost. 2 “Why do you spend money for what is
not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good,
And delight yourself in abundance. 3 Incline your ear and come to Me. Listen, that you may live; And
I will make an everlasting covenant with you, According to the faithful mercies shown to David. 4
Behold, I have made him a witness to the peoples, A leader and commander for the peoples. 5
Behold, you will call a nation you do not know, And a nation which knows you not will run to you,
Because of the LORD your God, even the Holy One of Israel; For He has glorified you. 6 Seek the
LORD while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near. 7 Let the wicked forsake his way And
the unrighteous man his thoughts; And let him return to the LORD, And He will have compassion on
him, And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon. 8 For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor
are your ways My ways,” declares the LORD. 9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are
My ways higher than your ways And My thoughts than your thoughts. 10 For as the rain and the
snow come down from heaven, And do not return there without watering the earth And making it
bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 11 So will My word be
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which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing what I
desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.” (Isaiah 55:1-11)

Isaiah’s message is a picture of God’s grace and provides some important information about God and
our relationship to Him. God is impartial (v. 1). “Everyone who thirds” can come to Him. Second,
God’s grace cannot be earned (v.2), it is unmerited favor (see Ephesians 2:8-9). Third, God’s Word is
life but we have to listen to it to obtain this life (v. 3). Fourth, God’s promises to His people are
eternal and specifically the ones in the Davidic Covenant will be fulfilled (v. 3). We can rest in the
fact that God will complete the good work that He began with Israel regardless of how hopeless
things may appear in the Middle East at any given instant.

In verses 6 - 9 the Prophet emphasized the need for a person in the Old Testament to see the Lord
before it was too late (v. 6), repent of their sin (v. 7a), trust in God’s ability to forgive sin (v. 7), and
recognize their insufficiency and sovereignty of the Lord (vv. 8-9). His message in this section was a
general evangelistic calling that also gives us some insights into the nature of God. First, God is
compassionate and forgiving of sin even though He is far above people in His ways and thoughts.
Second, God calls everyone to repent of his or her sin and place their trust in Him. Third, people
must not wait to place their faith in God as it may easily become too late when they become
hardened by sin and the opportunity for them to believe passes. Finally, God reminds us that His
ways are far above our own. In context this means that the way that God brings sinners to repent of
their sin and place their trust in Him is beyond our understanding, it is a mystery of God (John 3:8).
This is what we discussed a in a previous issue when we studied Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus
in John Chapter 3.

In the closing verses (10 - 11), Isaiah said that in the same way that the seasons are regular and
reliable (v. 10) so it is that God’s Word is regular and reliable (v. 11). The rain and snow water the
seeds and make them fruitful. Therefore, God’s Word operates in the hearts of His people through
the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:10-13) in order to make them fruitful.

The first alternative for the second reading is from the Book of Acts. The context is Peter’s speech to
the Roman centurion Cornelius (Acts 10:1), a god-fearing Gentile who respected the Jews by giving
them alms (Acts 10:2). Cornelius had seen an angel of God telling him to send a delegation to bring
Peter to Joppa so he could speak with him.

34 Opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that God is not one to show
partiality, 35 but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right is welcome to Him.
36 The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ (He is Lord of
all) — 37 you yourselves know the thing which took place throughout all Judea, starting from Galilee,
after the baptism which John proclaimed. 38 You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him
with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.” (Acts 10:34-38)

Peter explained how as we saw in Isaiah 42:6 that God’s plan of salvation through faith in Jesus
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Christ wasn’t limited just to the Jews but extended to anyone who believed. Peter’s speech came
after he had seen a vision of a great sheet descending from the sky and filled with animals that were
ceremonially unclean to the Jews (Acts 10:9-16). In this vision, God commanded Peter to “kill and
eat,” and said that these animals were not to be regarded as clean because they had been cleansed
by God (v. 15). In order to further emphasize the importance of this vision God repeated it three
times. Therefore, when Peter met with Cornelius and heard about the miraculous events that had
happened with him too seeing a vision from God (in the form of an angel) Peter understood that the
plan of salvation had been extended to the Gentiles. In the New Testament era the church has
stepped in where Peter left off, proclaiming the message of salvation to everyone, not just to the
Jews as was Peter’s (the Rock) primary ministry.

The second alternative for the second reading is from the Book of First John. The context of Chapter
5 is John’s teaching on the nature of a person whose heart has been spiritually born of God (John
3:3). As you read, take note of both the characteristics of a Christian and second the assurance that
God has provided them in His promises.

1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and whoever loves the Father loves the
child born of Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and
observe His commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His
commandments are not burdensome. 4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is
the victory that has overcome the world-our faith. 5 Who is the one who overcomes the world, but
he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 6 This is the One who came by water and blood, Jesus
Christ; not with the water only, but with the water and with the blood. It is the Spirit who testifies,
because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit and the water and the
blood; and the three are in agreement. 9 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is
greater; for the testimony of God is this, that He has testified concerning His Son. (1 John 5:1-9)

The Book of First John provides a series of tests that reveal the heart of a true believer, and in the
reading today we see several of them. First, a true believer follows the commandments of God (v. 2
-3), meaning the Ten Commandments plus the rules written on their heart through their conscience
through the working of the Holy Spirit. Second, the true believer overcomes the world (v. 4),
meaning that they are separated from it in a spiritual sense. Finally, a true believer is in tune with
the Spirit of God that is truth (v. 6), who also testifies that Jesus is the Son of God. The Holy Spirit
reveals this through the Holy Scriptures and in order to follow His testimony we must endeavor to
read and study the Bible that is His revelation. Finally, John provided a picture of the Holy Trinity
present at Jesus’ baptism that we will see again in the Gospel lesson.

The Gospel lesson is from Saint Mark. The context is John the Baptist’s proclamation of the
beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry. John was described as a most unusual man “clothed with
camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist” (Luke 1:6). John the Baptist was Jesus’ cousin,
having been born to Elizabeth (Luke 1:34-37, Jesus’ disciple John, the one whom Jesus loved, was
also Jesus’ cousin). His coming marks the fulfillment of Isaiah 40:3, “A voice is calling, “Clear the
way for the LORD in the wilderness; Make smooth in the desert a highway for our God.” Here John
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introduced the Servant spoken of by Isaiah, the Lord Jesus Christ.

7 And he was preaching, and saying, “After me One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am not fit
to stoop down and untie the thong of His sandals. 8 I baptized you with water; but He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit.” 9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. 10 Immediately coming up out of the water, He saw the heavens opening, and the
Spirit like a dove descending upon Him; 11 and a voice came out of the heavens: “You are My
beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.” (Mark 1:7-11)

Now that John the Baptist had come, he was announcing the glorious coming of Jesus Christ (v. 7).
John the Baptist said, “After me One is coming who is mightier than I” (v. 7a), then humbly said,
“and I am not fit to stoop down and untie the thong of His sandals” (v. 7b). John the Baptist then
foretold how Jesus would not only baptize with water, such as he was doing, but would send God’s
Holy Spirit (v. 8). He then testified about the baptismal event of Jesus in which all three Persons of
the Trinity were represented including the voice of the Father (v. 11), the Holy Spirit descending like
a dove (v. 10c), and of course Jesus Himself.

What does all of this mean for us as we live out our lives as Christians? First, like John, we also are
called to “prepare the way of the Lord” by preaching the Good News to the world that if they repent
of their sin and place their faith in Jesus Christ they will have eternal forgiveness in eternity with
God. Although the church has in no way replaced Israel, the church is God’s light to the Jews and the
Gentiles during the church age until Jesus returns in glory. God is “patient and not willing that any
should perish” to the extent that He uses unusual people like John the Baptist and even more
unusual people like you and me to do His work! Finally, since the return of the Lord Jesus is
imminent we need to accelerate our proclamation of this message, as well as live in a way befitting
of His soon return.

Have a great week and if you get a chance please stop by the web page and leave a comment on this
article.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

Read the following verses and answer the questions that follow.

2 Corinthians 4:3-4 NAS95 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,
4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not
see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

1. In the reading from Isaiah 42 we saw how the Messiah would be a light to all of the nations to

open their spiritually blind eyes and hearts. What does Saint Paul say regarding the identity and

actions of the active agent who blinds the eyes of everyone who does not believe that Jesus Christ
bore the penalty for their sins on the cross?

2. The Jews were called as a light to the nations to bear witness of His glory and the divine plan of
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redemption through faith in God’s promises and the coming of the Messiah who would bear their
sins (Isaiah 53). As an “ingrafted” (Romans 11:17) believer in the faith of Abraham, in what ways are
you working to combat the activities of the blinding agent(s) to bring the light of the glory of the
Gospel to the people in your life? After you answer, would you consider building a list of those
people in your life that don’t know the Lord Jesus Christ and commit to pray for them on a regular
basis until it becomes a habit?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/011115.cfm

First Reading IS 42:1-4, 6-7 or IS 55:1-11
Second Reading ACTS 10:34-38 or 1 JN 5:1-9
Gospel Reading MK 1:7-11

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 12-14-2014
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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 12-14-2014. This week we open with the first reading
from Isaiah and then move to the second reading from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Thessalonians.
Finally, we close with the Gospel lesson that is a continuation of the study from John’s Gospel that
we began last week.

The first reading is from Isaiah 61. The first verse and a portion of the second were the ones that
Jesus read from while He was teaching in the temple as is recorded in Luke 4:18. It is important to
note that Jesus stopped reading halfway through verse two because the subsequent verses dealt with
His Second Advent. With the benefit of hindsight it is easy to see this, although His listeners would
not have been able to catch this important detail (see for example John 12:16). The verses in
question (2b - 9) were omitted from the text of the reading covered in the Mass, although we have
included them below in the section that is separated by the blank line. These intermediate verses (2b
- 9) won't be fulfilled until after the church age when God pours out His judgment upon the earth
during the tribulation period of the end times. As you read this Old Testament prophecy from the
Prophet Isaiah you can almost imagine Jesus standing in the temple proclaiming His Word.

1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, Because the LORD has anointed me To bring good
news to the dfflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to
captives And freedom to prisoners; 2 To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD

And the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn, 3 To grant those who mourn
in Zion, Giving them a garland instead of ashes, The oil of gladness instead of mourning, The
mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting. So they will be called oaks of righteousness,
The planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified. 4 Then they will rebuild the ancient
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ruins, They will raise up the former devastations; And they will repair the ruined cities, The
desolations of many generations. 5 Strangers will stand and pasture your flocks, And
foreigners will be your farmers and your vinedressers. 6 But you will be called the priests of
the LORD; You will be spoken of as ministers of our God. You will eat the wealth of nations,
And in their riches you will boast. 7 Instead of your shame you will have a double portion,
And instead of humiliation they will shout for joy over their portion. Therefore they will
possess a double portion in their land, Everlasting joy will be theirs. 8 For I, the LORD, love
justice, I hate robbery in the burnt offering; And I will faithfully give them their recompense
And make an everlasting covenant with them. 9 Then their offspring will be known among the
nations, And their descendants in the midst of the peoples. All who see them will recognize
them Because they are the offspring whom the LORD has blessed.

10 I will rejoice greatly in the LORD, My soul will exult in my God; For He has clothed me
with garments of salvation, He has wrapped me with a robe of righteousness, As a
bridegroom decks himself with a garland, And as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11
For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, And as a garden causes the things sown in it to
spring up, So the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise To spring up before all the
nations. (Isaiah 61:1-11)

God revealed to Isaiah some important truths about the ministry of the Messiah Jesus. First, the
Spirit of the Lord would dwell upon Him (v. 1). This truth is corroborated in the New Testament by
eye witnesses to Jesus’ baptism during His time on earth. The baptism of Jesus was recorded in three
of the four Gospels. In the Gospel of John, John the Baptist said this about Jesus’ baptism: “I have
seen the Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven, and He remained upon Him” (John 1:32). Jesus,
as God in the flesh, was in union with both the Spirit of God and God the Father as we find in the
chronicle of Jesus’ baptism. Saint Matthew detailed the event as follows. “After being baptized, Jesus
came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of
God descending as a dove and lighting on Him, and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, ‘“This is
My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased’” (Matthew 3;16-17). Here the entire Trinity of God is
present. Jesus is being baptized, the Spirit descends upon Him, and the Father announces His
pleasure in the Son.

Isaiah announced a second truth from God about the Messiah (that was of course yet future in his
day), and provided some details about His ministry. The Messiah would be appointed by the LORD to
do the following:

e “To bring good news to the afflicted” (v. 1b). Jesus brought the “Gospel,” a word which means
“good news.” The Gospel was the good news for those who (and are) being afflicted, or poor in
spirit (Matthew 5:3).

e “He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted” (v. 1c). Jesus was the spiritual healer. When
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someone heals an injured person’s wounds they “bind them up.” Jesus did this to the injured
world’s heart. “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of
God, even to those who believe in His name” (John 1:12, we will read this in context during the
Gospel lesson).

e “To proclaim liberty to captives And freedom to prisoners” (v. 1e-ff). The world has been held
captive by sin, Jesus came to redeem the world and to free everyone held captive by it.

e “To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD” (v. 2a). The coming of the Messiah Jesus was the
most “favorable year of the LORD” since the creation of the universe. Had the people accepted
Jesus as their Messiah, Jesus’ eternal reign would have begun. Jesus’ coming would fulfill an
untold number of Old Testament prophecies and open the way to the future renewal of the
world through worldwide peace in the Millennial and eternal kingdoms.

Finally, if we move to the closing verses 10-11, we see some additional detail about the future
ministries of Jesus as follows:

e The Messiah will give those who trust in Him a reason to rejoice: They will exalt the Name of
the Lord in whose righteousness they will be adorned. “I will rejoice greatly in the LORD, My
soul will exult in my God; For He has clothed me with garments of salvation, He has wrapped
me with a robe of righteousness, As a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, And as a bride
adorns herself with her jewels” (v. 10).

e In the future, the world will be a place of universal righteousness and the earth’s curse will be
reversed. “For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, And as a garden causes the things sown in
it to spring up, So the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise To spring up before all
the nations” (v. 11).

The intermediate verses that were omitted in the Mass reading explain more about Jesus’ ministry,
but these details are concerning things that will happen after His Second Coming.

e After the Day of the Lord, referred as “the day of vengeance of our God” (v. 2), Jesus will
comfort all those who mourn as a result of the terrible series of events that unfolded on the
earth (v. 3). Part of what will happen during that time is terrible persecution of believers alive
during that time. We see in the Book of Revelation how God comforts those who were
martyred for their faith during this Great Tribulation period. “When the Lamb broke the fifth
seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of
God, and because of the testimony which they had maintained; and they cried out with a loud
voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging
our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” (Revelation 6:9-10).

e The war torn world will be rebuilt after the devastation brought about by the AntiChrist and
God’s vengeance of his evil rulership of the global commercial empire and false religious
empire known as “Mystery Babylon” (v. 4).

 Gentiles will be in-grafted in the kingdom (“strangers,” v. 5), as foretold by Paul in Romans
11:11-17. God will use the Jews’ rejection of their Messiah during the unforeseen “church age”
in order to bring the Gentiles into His eternal kingdom.
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e The rightful priesthood will be restored to Israel with their honor restored with a double
blessing (vv. 6-7). God said, “For I, the LORD, love justice, I hate robbery in the burnt offering;
And I will faithfully give them their recompense And make an everlasting covenant with them.
Then their offspring will be known among the nations, And their descendants in the midst of
the peoples. All who see them will recognize them Because they are the offspring whom the
LORD has blessed” (vv. 8-9).

That’s a lot to digest. The key point of all of this is that the coming of the Messiah was a crucially
important mystery that was fulfilled by the miraculous birth of Jesus that we will celebrate in just
two short weeks from the date of these Sunday Mass study notes. We cannot underemphasize the
importance of Jesus and as we transition to the second reading let’s pause for a moment and ask God
to help us to celebrate the upcoming holiday season with Jesus foremost in our minds.

The second reading is from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians. The context is Paul’s
teaching on the upcoming calamity we mentioned in the first reading, the “Day of the Lord’s
judgment” (1 Thessalonians 5:2). Someone in Thessalonica had been teaching the false doctrine that
the Lord had already returned (2 Thessalonians 2:2). Here Paul introduced the concept that the
church would be taken up into the air along with church saints who had already died (1
Thessalonians 4:15-17). Chapter 5 opens with Paul’s teaching on the real return of the Lord, for
those alive during that generation when God will outpour His wrath upon the unbelieving earth.
During that time many will come to faith in the Lord Jesus during perhaps the greatest turning of
people’s hearts to God since the creation of the world. Paul addressed these future believers and
told them that “God had not destined them to wrath” (1 Thessalonians 5:9) and provided a list of
instructions to them (vv. 11-15) including, “See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but
always seek after that which is good for one another and for all people” (v. 15). It is in this context
that Paul provided the following instructions that are applicable to believers of all ages, and
especially to those undergoing terrible persecution in the last days.

16 Rejoice always; 17 pray without ceasing; 18 in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will
for you in Christ Jesus. 19 Do not quench the Spirit; 20 do not despise prophetic utterances.
21 But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good; 22 abstain from every
form of evil. 23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit
and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 24 Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass. (1 Thessalonians
5:16-24)

Paul directed the believers to live in a state of unceasing joy and thankfulness (vv. 16-18) while
holding to the truths of the Gospel message (v. 20, “do not despise prophetic utterances”). Because
of all the false teaching that will happen in that era (and is already happening now, 1 John 2:18),
they are to “examine everything very carefully” and only adhere to those things that are actually
true (v. 21b, “that which is good”). Finally, Paul pronounced a blessing upon them, wishing that God
would find them blameless upon His return, and noted that the written prophecy regarding what
would happen in these last days would indeed prove to be true (v. 24). Paul’s instructions to the
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Thessalonians give guidance to us who would also live in light of truth. We do not do these things in
order to be saved, we live this way because we are saved. It is God who sanctifies us—literally, sets
us apart—so that our lives reflect His value system when we do not quench the Spirit of God who
lives inside us. God is faithful.

Paul’s message is important to us as we move towards the celebration of the birth of Jesus by the
blessed virgin Mary. God calls us as believers to remember the work that He has done through
sending Jesus to die on the cross for our sins. During the Christmas season we are to “set our sights
upon Jesus.” Although many in the world have set their sights upon Jesus in the manner of directing
their weapons of unbelief against Him, Paul said that regardless of the circumstance and even in
times of terrible persecution we are to “abstain from every form of evil” (v. 22, emphasis added).

The Gospel lesson focuses on what John the Baptist did to prepare people for the coming of the
Messiah. John was a few months older than Jesus. They were cousins, so they very well could have
spent time together as they were growing up and beginning to understand their unique place in
God’s redemptive plan. We read about the prediction of John the Baptist’s ministry in last week’s
reading.

6 There came a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to testify
about the Light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the Light, but he came to
testify about the Light.

19 This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent to him priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 And he confessed and did not deny, but confessed,
“I am not the Christ.” 21 They asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” And he said, “I am
not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 Then they said to him, “Who are you,
so that we may give an answer to those who sent us? What do you say about yourself?” 23 He
said, “I am A VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, ‘MAKE STRAIGHT THE WAY
OF THE LORD,’ as Isaiah the prophet said.” 24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.
25 They asked him, and said to him, “Why then are you baptizing, if you are not the Christ,
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered them saying, “I baptize in water, but among
you stands One whom you do not know. 27 It is He who comes after me, the thong of whose
sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany beyond the Jordan,
where John was baptizing. (John 1:6-8, 19-28)

John the Baptist wasn’t the Light but came as a forerunner of Jesus, the Light (v. 6-8). John the
Baptist’s purpose was to testify about Jesus so that people may believe (v. 7b). When the Jewish
leaders asked John who he was, they inquired about whether he was Elijah or the prophet spoken of
by Moses in Deuteronomy. The Jews were aware of these two prophecies, first that Elijah would
return (Malachi 4:5) as well as the coming of a great prophet as predicted by Moses in Deuteronomy
18:15. John answered them clearly by saying that he was neither the Christ (v. 20), Elijah (v. 21), or
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the prophet of Deuteronomy 18 (v. 22). Instead, he quoted from Isaiah 40, with which they would
have been familiar, “I am A VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, ‘MAKE STRAIGHT THE
WAY OF THE LORD’” (v. 23). Isaiah’s description of John the Baptist was very accurate, as he was
the one proclaiming Jesus in the wilderness “beyond the Jordan” (v. 28). John told them that the
Messiah was among them but they did not know Him (v. 26) and that he was unworthy of even
untying His sandal (v. 27).

The reading skipped a large section of text including verses 9 - 18. We are covering these verses
because they are not being covered during the Mass during any soon upcoming Sundays.

9 There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man. 10 He was in
the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 11 He
came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as
received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who
believe in His name, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will
of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His
glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 John testified
about Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has a
higher rank than I, for He existed before me."” 16 For of His fullness we have all received,
and grace upon grace. 17 For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were
realized through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God
who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him. (John 1:9-18)

Even though Jesus created the world, many of His own people rejected Him as the promised Messiah
(v. 10 - 11). However, this didn’t stop the plan of God to grant salvation to all who believe (v. 12).
Jesus was the “Word that became flesh” that “dwelt among [the disciples]” (v. 14). He is the one
about whom John the Baptist testified, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has a
higher rank than I, for He existed before me’” (v. 15). Jesus was the fulfillment of the Old Testament
Law (v. 17), and was the fleshly manifestation of God, because God the Father exists in the form of a
Spirit that cannot be seen by man (v. 18). Jesus is eternal, because He existed before John the
Baptist although He was born physically some months after this greatest of men (Matthew 11:11).
These are some profound truths that we can ponder as our lives move towards the celebration of the
birth of Jesus Christ on Christmas Day.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. In the Gospel lesson we learned about John the Baptist who came as the fulfillment of the
prophecy concerning the coming of a forerunner announcing the ministry of Jesus. Later in the
Gospel, we learn that John’s life was cut short by King Herod in an outright persecution for the
content of John’s message to repent and as Paul said in the second reading “abstain from every form
of evil.” Jesus took over where John left off and continued the calling to repent (Matthew 4:17), then
His life was also cut short. What difference does knowing that you will be persecuted for your faith
make in your life as you carry on this same message?
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2. How does your understanding of the context of the second reading from Paul’s First Letter to
Thessalonians help you to place Christian persecution into a different context?

3. Review the list of what the Messiah was appointed for in the Old Testament passage of Isaiah.
Pick one of the bullet points that resonates with you and talk to God about how this truth impacts
you. Let God know that you want Jesus to be that kind of Messiah for you.

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/121414.cfm

First Reading IS 61:1-2A, 10-11

Second Reading 1 THES 5:16-24
Gospel Reading JN 1:6-8, 19-28
Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB
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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 12-7-2014. This week we open with the first reading
from Isaiah in which we see a prophecy about the coming of the forerunner who would announce the
Messiah. Then we move to the second reading from Second Peter and close with the Gospel lesson
from the first chapter of Mark.

The first reading is from Isaiah chapter 40. This section of Isaiah focuses upon the preaching of the
Gospel as well as prophecy concerning the coming of the Messiah (Jesus). In the first verse,
“Jerusalem” refers to the Nation as a whole. Note: Verses 6-8 that were skipped in the reading were
included below.

1 “Comfort, O comfort My people,” says your God. 2 “Speak kindly to Jerusalem; And call out
to her, that her warfare has ended, That her iniquity has been removed, That she has
received of the LORD’S hand Double for all her sins.” 3 A voice is calling, “Clear the way for
the LORD in the wilderness; Make smooth in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Let every
valley be lifted up, And every mountain and hill be made low; And let the rough ground
become a plain, And the rugged terrain a broad valley; 5 Then the glory of the LORD will be
revealed, And all flesh will see it together; For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 6 A voice
says, “Call out.” Then he answered, “What shall I call out?” All flesh is grass, and all its
loveliness is like the flower of the field. 7 The grass withers, the flower fades, When the
breath of the LORD blows upon it; Surely the people are grass. 8 The grass withers, the
flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever. 9 Get yourself up on a high mountain, O
Zion, bearer of good news, Lift up your voice mightily, O Jerusalem, bearer of good news; Lift
it up, do not fear. Say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 10 Behold, the Lord GOD will
come with might, With His arm ruling for Him. Behold, His reward is with Him And His
recompense before Him. 11 Like a shepherd He will tend His flock, In His arm He will gather
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the lambs And carry them in His bosom; He will gently lead the nursing ewes. (Isaiah
40:1-11)

In this passage, some timeless principles emerge for our lives today. A key point is that while
humans are finite, God and His Word stand forever. If this is the case, then it is wise for us to study
God’s Word and to orient our lives around its truth. This passage also shares the two-sided nature of
the Messiah’s coming: “The Lord GOD will come with might, with His arm ruling for Him” and “Like
a shepherd He will tend His flock . . .He will gently lead the nursing ewes” (v. 10-11). We see that
God is gentle with those who need and accept His care, but He is also authoritative with those who
are not willing to bend to His ways.

Another main theme in the reading is the prophecy of the future redemption of the Nation of Israel
through the coming of the Messiah that will be announced by a forerunner. Although God disciplined
Israel “double for her sins (v. 2), He began the restoration process first by sending John the Baptist
as the forerunner of the Messiah Jesus as predicted in verse 3. Isaiah’s message was a picture of the
manner in which the Messiah Jesus would be revealed to the world through a spokesperson as a
forerunner who sends a clear message:

Clear the way for the LORD in the wilderness; Make smooth in the desert a highway for our
God. 4 Let every valley be lifted up, And every mountain and hill be made low; And let the
rough ground become a plain, And the rugged terrain a broad valley; 5 Then the glory of the
LORD will be revealed, And all flesh will see it together; For the mouth of the LORD has
spoken. (vv. 3b - 5)

The forerunner, who in retrospect we know was John the Baptist, prepared the way for the coming of
the King Jesus. John “cleared the way” by preaching the good news (the Gospel) telling the people
that they needed to repent of their sins. John was removing the obstacles that lay in people’s paths
in order to receive the subsequent message from Jesus that He was the only way to God (John 3:3,
John 3:16, John 14:6). John was “leveling the mountains and smoothing the ground” so the world
could receive Jesus’ Gospel. Like many prophetic writings, verse 5 has an “already not yet” sense in
that although Jesus did come and His glory was revealed, in some future day He will return and all
flesh will see the glory of the Lord.

Isaiah’s message was also a picture of the literal, eschatological (end times) restoration of the
Nation of Israel. In the last days, God will make Jerusalem the capital city of the universe and
remove both the physical and spiritual obstacles standing in the way for people to come to the Lord
in Jerusalem. Verse 3 says, “Make smooth in the desert a highway for our God.” We see something
similar to this in Revelation 16:12 where God says that He will make a way for the “kings of the
east.” Although the interpretation of this passage is difficult, it seems to mean that national leaders
from regions to the east of Jerusalem will be converted to the true faith of God in the end times. Like
many prophecies in the Bible, a day will come when we will be able to look back and understand the
fulfillment of the prophecy in hindsight. Until then the best we can do is to “study to show ourselves
approved” (2 Timothy 2:15). We must endeavor to utilize the prophecies to the best of our ability in a
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way that calls the world to repent of their sin and place their faith in the one and only means of
finding an eternal relationship with God, faith in Jesus Christ our Lord. Through Isaiah’s message,
we see the kindness of God who granted us salvation by His free grace (Ephesians 2:8-9). A caveat is
that we must be willing to repent of our sins and turn from our former sinful behavior. This means to
turn from, or agree with what God says about the seriousness of our sin.

The second reading is from the Second Epistle of Peter. The context is Paul’s teaching on the return
of the Lord which will occur at the conclusion of the period known in the biblical text as the “Day of
the Lord.” In this Epistle, Saint Peter described how the people in the future would say that since
their daily lives were continuing as had been happening throughout all the previous generations that
the Lord wasn’t going to return. They would say, “Where is the promise of His coming? For ever
since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation” (2 Peter 3:4).
Paul informed his readers that Jesus would indeed return and reminded them of the flood that God
unleashed upon the ungodly world during the days of Noah (2 Peter 3:4-7). What he was saying was
that the coming Day of the Lord’s judgment would unfold in a similar way as it did during the days of
Noah. Our Lord had previously said, “For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of
Noah” (Matthew 24:37). The reading for today picks up in verse 8.

8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. 9 The Lord is not slow about His promise,
as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to
come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens
will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the
earth and its works will be burned up. 11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this
way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and
hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by
burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! 13 But according to His promise we
are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore,
beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and
blameless (2 Peter 3:8-14)

As we said in the introduction to the reading, Peter said that in the future, scoffers would come
saying that the Lord was delaying His return (2 Peter 3:4). Peter corrected this false teaching by
explaining that God, Who exists in eternity, does not count time the same way people do on earth (v.
8). Since with God “a thousand years is like one day,” the return of the Lord will come in an instant
in the mind of God, quickly, “like a thief” (v. 10a). The reason that God has delayed isn’t because He
is not returning, but because He is longsuffering (“patient” v. 9c) and “not wishing for any to perish
but for all to come to repentance” (v.9d). This is the message that was preached by John the Baptist,
the message that we will hear later in the Gospel lesson from Saint Mark. Peter went on to reveal
some as yet untold prophecy about events that would happen in the universe sometime after Jesus
returned. He said that the earth would be destroyed (or renewed) by fire (vv. 10b-11), and a new
heaven and earth would be created “in which righteousness dwells” (v. 13b). Peter concluded the
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reading with the crux of the matter. “Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent
to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless” (v. 14, emphasis added). He told them that
since the Lord was going to be returning soon along with terrible events on the earth, and the earth
would then undergo a purification process in which all unrighteousness would be removed, they
needed to be behaving in a manner befitting of this knowledge. Jesus said, “But be sure of this, that
if the head of the house had known at what time of the night the thief was coming, he would have
been on the alert and would not have allowed his house to be broken into” (Matthew 24:43). The
reality of Jesus’ soon return should encourage us to live in a manner that is consistent with His
character and ways.

As we move to the Gospel lesson, let’s summarize what we have covered so far. We saw in the first
reading how God in His grace would send a forerunner whom we know as John the Baptist to
prepare the hearts of the people to receive the message of Jesus Christ. In the second reading, we
saw that Peter warned the people that scoffers would come in the future saying that the Lord Jesus
had delayed His return, and they would go on about their ungodly business as if the Lord was never
going to return. Peter corrected this false theology and said the Lord was going to return and that
we we should not mark time the way that it is done on earth, for God exists outside of time and with
Him “a thousand years is as a day.” No, Peter said, the Lord would return in an instant “as a thief in
the night.” Since He was coming quickly people needed to act in godly ways befitting of the
imminent return of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords (Revelation 19:16).

The Gospel reading is from the opening section of the Gospel of Saint Mark. Mark, known as John
Mark (Acts 12:25) had a bit of a checkered past because he was the man that deserted Paul and
Barnabas during Paul’s first missionary journey (Acts 13:13). During Paul’s second missionary
journey Barnabas wanted to take John Mark along, but this caused a strong disagreement with Paul
(Acts 15:38-40). In spite of these events, John Mark went on to prove himself to be an extremely
valuable co-worker in the Lord, and was even vindicated by Paul (Colossians 4:10). Mark was
evidently a close disciple of Saint Peter because the latter described him as his son (1 Peter 5:13).
Mark’s Gospel was written for Roman believers, primarily Gentiles because of some nuances he used
in translating certain words from the Aramaic and his use of Latin instead of Greek in some places.
The main theme of Mark is the presentation of Jesus as the suffering servant of God as portrayed in
Isaiah 53. He emphasized Jesus’ humanity much more than the other Gospel writers including his
emotions (for example Mark 8:12) and human limitations (for example Mark 11:12). Mark, unlike the
other Gospel writers such as Luke, did not include lengthy genealogies of Jesus likely because these
are not as significant to his intended Gentile audience.

1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 As it is written in Isaiah the
prophet: “BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER AHEAD OF YOU, WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR
WAY; 3 THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, ‘"MAKE READY THE WAY OF
THE LORD, MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT."” 4 John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the country of Judea
was going out to him, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were being baptized by him in
the Jordan River, confessing their sins. 6 John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a
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leather belt around his waist, and his diet was locusts and wild honey. 7 And he was
preaching, and saying, “After me One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am not fit to
stoop down and untie the thong of His sandals. 8 I baptized you with water; but He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” (Mark 1:1-8)

Mark, obviously very familiar with Isaiah, quoted from his Book in the very first verse of his Gospel.
The coming of John the Baptist marks the fulfillment of verse 3 from Isaiah 40 that we studied in the
first reading. John was described as a most unusual man “clothed with camel’s hair and wore a
leather belt around his waist” (v. 6). The key point of this verse is now that John the Baptist had
come, he would point the way for the coming of Jesus Christ (v. 7). John the Baptist said, “After me
One is coming who is mightier than I” (v. 7a), then humbly said, “and I am not fit to stoop down and
untie the thong of His sandals” (v. 7b). John the Baptist then foretold how Jesus would not only
baptize with water, such as he was doing, but would send God’s Holy Spirit (v. 8). John the Baptist
was Jesus’ cousin, having been born to Elizabeth (Luke 1:34-37, Jesus’ disciple John, the one whom
Jesus loved, was also Jesus’ cousin). Note that John’s diet was indicative of his reliance upon God,
the same way that Elijah relied upon God when he fed him by the ravens as told in 1 Kings 17:6.
John the Baptist was the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecy about the coming of a
“forerunner” that was saw in the first reading. His coming was also the fulfillment of the prophecy
regarding the return of the Prophet Elijah given in the Book of Malachi. God said in that Book,
“Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of
the LORD. He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to
their fathers, so that I will not come and smite the land with a curse.” (Malachi 4:5-6). The future
fulfillment will be when Jesus returns with His church at the end of the age as we studied last week.

What does all of this mean for us as we live out our lives as Christians? First, like John, we also are
called to “prepare the way of the Lord” by preaching the Good News to the world that if they repent
of their sin and place their faith in Jesus Christ they will have eternal forgiveness in eternity with
God. God is “patient and not willing that any should perish” to the extent that He uses unusual
people like John the Baptist and even more unusual people like you and me to do His work! Finally,
since the return of the Lord Jesus is imminent we need to accelerate our proclamation of this
message, as well as live in a way befitting of His soon return.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. The Gospel reading said that “all of the country of Judea was going to [John the Baptist] . . . and
they were being baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins” (Mark 1:5). What do you
think motivated the people to confess their sins to him? As a clue, what word is repeated in verses 4
and 77?

2. As we look towards Christmas coming up in just two and half weeks, pray and ask God if there is
anything standing in the way between you and the relationship with Him that He desires with you.

Dear God, is there anything that you would have me to do during this Christmas season?
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What mountains needs to be made flat, and hills need to be leveled in order for me to
accomplish your will this Christmas season?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/120714.cfm
First Reading IS 40:1-5, 9-11

Second Reading 2 PT 3:8-14

Gospel Reading MK 1:1-8

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 1-26-2014
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Welcome back to the Study Note for the Sunday Mass. This week we will again return to Isaiah and
see in the Gospel lesson how the prophecy was fulfilled through Jesus. As in Isaiah’s day, we too are
living in a land of deep spiritual darkness, one in which we need both spiritual and physical healing
through our Savior Jesus. After Jesus’ First Advent, Scripture says that the best is yet to come when
He returns to set up His Kingdom rule on earth. During this time there will no longer be any
darkness because the Lord our God will be our Light (Revelation 22:5). As the believers during
Isaiah’s time celebrated because of his prophetic message of hope, we too can celebrate because of
his prophecy of the coming Light through the return of the Lord Jesus. As we see evil men grow
worse and worse (2 Timothy 3:13), similar to what was happening in Isaiah’s time, we can look
forward to the coming King who will reverse the curse placed upon the world through the sin of
Adam (Genesis 3:17).

This week we are going to begin with the second reading and then cover the first reading and
Gospel lesson last since the content on those two are closely related. The first reading is from Saint
Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. Last week we looked at the introduction to this Letter that
Paul wrote to the crossroads city, a place entrenched in immorality and worship of a plurality of
gods. To review, Paul’s overall purposes of the Letter were to deal with some divisions in the church,
address some serious moral issues, defend his apostolic authority, and to specifically answer several
questions from a letter they sent to him (1 Corinthians 7:1).

As you read, what is one word that best summarizes Paul’s concern for the Corinthians in this
section?

10 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and
that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and in
the same judgment. 11 For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s
people, that there are quarrels among you. 12 Now I mean this, that each one of you is
saying, “I am of Paul,” and “I of Apollos,” and “I of Cephas,” and “I of Christ.” 13 Has Christ
been divided? Paul was not crucified for you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name of
Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one
would say you were baptized in my name. 16 Now I did baptize also the household of
Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized any other. 17 For Christ did not
send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so that the cross of
Christ would not be made void. (1 Corinthians 1:10-17)

What word came to your mind which best summarized Paul’s concern? For me it was “disunity.” Paul
was calling the local church in Corinth to unite for the purpose of proclaiming the Gospel. Look at
verses 17 and 18, just past where the reading stopped. Here we see an insight into why unity was
important in the church. Paul said, “For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel,
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not in cleverness of speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made void. For the word of the
cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God”
(1 Corinthians 17-18). In other words, Jesus sent him to preach the good news so that the minds of
the unbelievers would be transformed such that they recognized the power of God. Later in First
Corinthians Paul said, “Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God; just as I
also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit but the profit of the many, so that they
may be saved” (1 Corinthians 10:32-33, emphasis added).

Second, Paul was warning the local church in Corinth not to unite along the lines of a “cult of
personality” (as has happened in so many churches since then). Paul provided specific examples of
how this disunity was happening in the church through the practice of baptism of family members in
the house churches of the region. Someone may have said something like, “I am more spiritual than
you because I was baptized by Paul but you were only baptized by Apollos.”

Paul stood in good company with those that called the local church to unity. Jesus said in His prayer
about the church, “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me
through their word; that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they
also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me” (John 17:20-21). Jesus prayed on
behalf of His disciples who had believed by firsthand knowledge and for those who believed through
the testimony of His disciples (v.20b, “through their word”).Unity is important in the church because
it’s through this unified message that God’s power is revealed. All of the believers after the era of
the disciples have come to faith in Jesus through the testimony of “the word” and “their word.”
“The word” is the testimony of the disciples through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit written into
what we call the New Testament Bible. “Their word” is both the testimony of the disciples and the
testimony of all believers. Jesus’ purpose in this message was a calling for the church of God be
unified in their proclamation of the Gospel so that the entire world may believe (John 17:21f1).

As we leave the second reading, we will move to the Old Testament reading and the Gospel message.
The first reading is from Isaiah, the prophet whom we have studied extensively over the past several
months. The context of this section of Isaiah was just after his warning to the Northern Kingdoms
that they would be overtaken by Assyria. This was a time of gloom and anguish for the Nation of
Israel. He wrote the prophecy and delivered it to Uriah the priest and Zechariah the son of
Jeberechiah so that there would be two witnesses as required by the Law such that when the event
was fulfilled his authority as God’s spokesman would be confirmed (Isaiah 8:2).

Let’s read the Scripture, and as you do it will become apparent who the Galilean is about whom
Isaiah is speaking.

1 But there will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier times He treated the
land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali with contempt, but later on He shall make it
glorious, by the way of the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles. 2 The
people who walk in darkness Will see a great light; Those who live in a dark land, The light
will shine on them. 3 You shall multiply the nation, You shall increase their gladness; They
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will be glad in Your presence As with the gladness of harvest, As men rejoice when they
divide the spoil. 4 For You shall break the yoke of their burden and the staff on their
shoulders, The rod of their oppressor, as at the battle of Midian. (Isaiah 9:1-4 - Verse
markings differ in this NASB version.)

Clearly, Isaiah spoke about Jesus of Galilee (Mark 1:9). He said that people “will see a great light”
(v.2b) in the future sense, yet he saw through a telescopic lens of prophecy through which he
recorded near term and distant events together. In this case, he saw both the First and the Second
Advent of Jesus together as the accomplishment of God’s deliverance from their oppressor. Those
that are in a state of spiritual darkness will rejoice when their oppressors have been broken (v.4).
The lands of Zebulun and Naphtali were distant areas just to the west of the Jordan in Galilee that
were easily subject to invasion from the foreign enemies. It was in this area that the Lord Jesus
called His first disciples, as we will see next in the Gospel message. The Battle of Midian referred to
Gideon'’s victorious battle with his small army of just 300 men waged against the Midianites in
Judges 7:22-21:25. It’s also important to note that the prophecy of the multiplication of the Nation of
Israel (Genesis 22:17) will be fulfilled in the yet future (v.3a).

In the Gospel message Jesus began assembling his first disciples after John the Baptist had been
arrested. You will see how Jesus fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy from the Old Testament reading.

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been taken into custody, He withdrew into Galilee;
13 and leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in Capernaum, which is by the seaq, in the
region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 14 This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the
prophet: 15 “THE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND THE LAND OF NAPHTALI, BY THE WAY OF
THE SEA, BEYOND THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE GENTILES- 16 THE PEOPLE WHO
WERE SITTING IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT LIGHT, AND THOSE WHO WERE SITTING IN
THE LAND AND SHADOW OF DEATH, UPON THEM A LIGHT DAWNED.” 17 From that time
Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 18 Now as
Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter,
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 19 And He said
to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 Immediately they left their nets
and followed Him. 21 Going on from there He saw two other brothers, James the son of
Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and
He called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him. 23
Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the
gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among
the people. (Matthew 4:12-23)

In this message, Saint Matthew confirmed that Jesus did in fact fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy and quoted
it directly as proof. Since the Law required two witness (Deuteronomy 19:15, Isaiah 8:2), God
satisfied this requirement through the testimony of both the Holy Spirit and the proclamation of the
Father at Jesus Baptism (Matthew 3:16-17). Jesus took up where John the Baptist left off, saying the
same thing as John, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2, Matthew 4:17).
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Then he settled in the same region that Isaiah prophesied would see a great light (v.16). Here Jesus
called four men into discipleship and ministry: Simon Peter, Andrew, and finally James and John,
called the “Sons of Thunder” (Mark 3:17). As He began his ministry he went about teaching,
proclaiming the Good News, and healing (v.23). How wonderful would it be to have Jesus with us in
his human presence so that we could avail ourselves of His powerful ministry? The truth of the New
Covenant is that He does live with us each day through the Holy Spirit - teaching us, proclaiming
the Good News, and healing us of our destructive ways. May we learn to listen and receive the
ministry of Jesus in our daily lives.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. In the second reading from 1 Corinthians we mentioned the “transformation of the mind” for the
purpose of spreading the Gospel message to the world through the power of God. Read the
following verses and then answer the question below.

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so
that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
(Romans 12:2).

Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot
see the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3)

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send the Son into the world to
judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. He who believes in Him is
not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in
the name of the only begotten Son of God. (John 3:16-18)

What are the prerequisites for someone to have his or her mind be transformed in order to be able to
recognize the power of God? How does this come about?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/012614.cfm

First Reading IS 8:23-9:3 (verse markings different in the NASB Version)

Page # 31 of 45 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/john-the-baptist/


http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/012614.cfm

Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

1 But there will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier times He treated the land of Zebulun
and the land of Naphtali with contempt, but later on He shall make it glorious, by the way of the sea, on the
other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles. 2 The people who walk in darkness Will see a great light; Those
who live in a dark land, The light will shine on them. 3 You shall multiply the nation, You shall increase their
gladness; They will be glad in Your presence As with the gladness of harvest, As men rejoice when they divide
the spoil. 4 For You shall break the yoke of their burden and the staff on their shoulders, The rod of their
oppressor, as at the battle of Midian. (Isaiah 9:1-4 NAS95)

Second Reading 1 COR 1:10-13, 17

1 Corinthians 1:10-17 NAS95 10 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all
agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the
same judgment. 11 For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are
quarrels among you. 12 Now I mean this, that each one of you is saying, “I am of Paul,” and “I of Apollos,” and
“I of Cephas,” and “I of Christ.” 13 Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified for you, was he? Or were
you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so
that no one would say you were baptized in my name. 16 Now I did baptize also the household of Stephanas;
beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized any other. 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to
preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made void. (1
Corinthians 1:10-17 NAS95)

Gospel Reading MT 4:12-23

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been taken into custody, He withdrew into Galilee; 13 and leaving
Nazareth, He came and settled in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 14
This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: 15 “THE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND THE LAND
OF NAPHTALI, BY THE WAY OF THE SEA, BEYOND THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE GENTILES- 16 “THE
PEOPLE WHO WERE SITTING IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT LIGHT, AND THOSE WHO WERE SITTING IN
THE LAND AND SHADOW OF DEATH, UPON THEM A LIGHT DAWNED.” 17 From that time Jesus began to
preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 18 Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of
Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea;
for they were fishermen. 19 And He *said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20
Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. 21 Going on from there He saw two other brothers, James
the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and He
called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him. 23 Jesus was going
throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing
every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the people. (Matthew 4:12-23 NAS95)

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB
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Mass Study Notes for Sunday 1-12-2014

This week we will again look at Isaiah and a prophecy concerning Jesus. Then we will move onto a
study of Jesus’ baptism and discuss Jesus’ nature as both God and Man along with his radical
obedience to the Father’s plan for His life.

The first reading is from the Prophet Isaiah Chapter 42. This is the first of what is known as Isaiah’s
“Servant Songs.” This first song continues past the end of today’s reading in verse 7 onward to
verse 10. The Servant Songs prove in a powerful way that Jesus of Nazareth is God’s Righteous
Servant, the long awaited Messiah. The overall preceding context is the preparation of Judah'’s
return from captivity at Babylon, something we know happened during the times of Nehemiah. As
you read, take careful note of the characteristic of the Servant.

1 “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have put
My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry out or raise
His voice, Nor make His voice heard in the street. 3 A bruised reed He will not break, And a
dimly burning wick He will not extinguish; He will faithfully bring forth justice. 4 He will not
be disheartened or crushed, Until He has established justice in the earth; And the coastlands
will wait expectantly for His law.” 5 Thus says God the LORD, Who created the heavens and
stretched them out, Who spread out the earth and its offspring, Who gives breath to the
people on it, And spirit to those who walk in it, 6 “I am the LORD, I have called you in
righteousness, I will also hold you by the hand and watch over you, And I will appoint you as
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a covenant to the people, As a light to the nations, 7 To open blind eyes, To bring out
prisoners from the dungeon, And those who dwell in darkness from the prison.” (Isaiah
42:1-7)

Isaiah said in verse six that God’s Servant would be a light to the nations, which means to the
Gentiles. Last week we discussed the revealing of this marvelous mystery, that the Messiah would
bring salvation not only to the Jews but also to the Gentiles. Here God reaffirms that message, and
stated that the Messiah would be appointed “as a covenant to the people, As a light to the nations
(Gentiles), To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the dungeon, And those who dwell in
darkness from the prison” (vv. 6e-7). God compared the spiritual darkness of the Gentiles with blind
people (7a), and with those in prison living in darkness (v. 7b-ff). Note that the only person in that
society that would have had the authority to free an entire people group from prison was the King.
Also, remember that in those days the prisons were gruesome dark places. Isaiah said that the
future Servant, whom we know as Jesus, would act with kingly authority to free the prisoners from
darkness. Saint Paul confirms this by saying, “For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and
transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son” (Col 1:13).

You may wonder what Isaiah meant in verse 3 when he said, “A bruised reed He will not break, And
a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish.” A lack of social justice was one of the primary themes
of Isaiah, with widows and orphans especially oppressed (Isaiah 1:17). The reed referred to the
weak people in the world, those wounded souls that truly need and seek the Messiah to save them.
The “dimly burning wick” was symbolic of something which would have to be nurtured to keep
going, a tiny flame which required kindling in order to make enough of a fire for a person to use. The
Messiah won't stamp out the flame, He will enliven it! In fact, Jesus quoted the Septuagint (the
Greek translation of the Old Testament) version of this text to prove that His coming was the
fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy. Jesus said, “A BATTERED REED HE WILL NOT BREAK OFF, AND A
SMOLDERING WICK HE WILL NOT PUT OUT, UNTIL HE LEADS JUSTICE TO VICTORY” (Matthew
12:20).

What does this Servant Song mean for us today? First we can be sure that Jesus fulfilled this
prophecy and came as the servant Messiah. The delight of the Father was on Him and the Spirit of
the Lord was in Him. This same Messiah, the Righteous One, is the One in whom we put our trust to
bring us salvation. He is worthy of our worship, our faith and our surrender. Second, as we
surrender, we can trust that He will not take advantage of our weakened condition. In fact, on the
contrary, He will nurture us and bring us to a place of fuller relationship with the Father. He will
enliven what little faith we have as we open our hearts up to Him to do His good work in us. Lastly,
the message of salvation is not just a theoretical freedom from the strangle-hold of sin, but an
experiential reality that Jesus wants us to grow up into. He has set us free from the tyranny of sin
and we no longer need to live in the dark prison that Satan had us in. Unfortunately, many of us do
not know of this freedom and continue to live in the dungeon of guilt, worry and fear. “If the Son
sets you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:36).

As we move onto the second reading and the Gospel message, I would like to share some

Page # 34 of 45 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/john-the-baptist/


https://christiansforchrist.com/01-05-2014/

Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

background of the key figures in Church history to provide you with a better understanding of the
occasion of Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist. One of my hobbies has been the study of Church
history and especially some of the main characters who played a role in shaping the doctrines held
by Christian believers in what would be future times for them. In some cases, these characters
postulated theological theories that, with adequate biblical support, became accepted by the early
Church. Yet others proposed heretical ideas that during the process of being opposed by the Church
led to the unexpected result of calcifying the true beliefs of the Church. In essence what happened
was that when theological incorrect ideas came along, the church was forced to examine their
presuppositions and beliefs more closely in order to state more clearly what they believed. For
example, Marcion of Sinope, who was the son of an early bishop and in the early Second Century,
proposed an early and incorrect canon of the Bible that ultimately led to the Church responding with
one which was accepted by the early Church leaders. Another in this latter category was Nestorius
Archbishop of Constantinople who, although later denied the teaching for which he was accused,
proposed that the human Jesus and the divine Christ were two different persons. He was condemned
at the Council of Ephesus in 431. This brings us to a fellow named Eutyches whose teachings are
important for us in understanding the Gospel message for today.

Eutyches was a presbyter at Constantinople and opposed Nestorius at the Council of Ephesus. He
founded the teaching known as Monophysitism which said that Jesus had only one nature, rather
than maintaining His divine nature and adding a human nature after his birth through Blessed Mary
(Luke 1:48). Eutyches said that Jesus’ human and divine natures were combined into the single
nature of Christ “without any alteration, absorption or confusion: that of the incarnate Word.” While
some may maintain that this is theological hair splitting similar to asking “How many angels can fit
on the head of a pin” it is extremely important that we understand the nature of Jesus. If Jesus
wasn’t fully man then how could he have fulfilled the Law. He also wouldn’t have understood what it
was like to live in our fallen world. If Jesus wasn’t fully divine He couldn’t have atoned for the sin of
the entire world. Jesus said, “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not
come to abolish them, but to fulfill” (Mt 5:17). And the author of Hebrews said, “For we do not have
a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all
things as we are, yet without sin” (Heb 4:15). Somehow, Jesus was both fully man and fully God. The
response of the Church to Eutyches was to formulate doctrine along the lines that Jesus was a
unified whole being Who consisted fully of both human and divine nature without defining some
magical quotient of the degree of mixing of the two. Jesus was 100% human and 100% divine! To
say anything less would be a violation of the clear teaching of Scripture.

Jesus emptied Himself of the independent use of His divine attributes during His earthly ministry.
We see this in Paul’s Letter to the Philippians.

6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be
grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the
likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. (Philippians 2:6-8)
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Let’s step back and summarize since we are juggling a lot of balls in the study today. We spoke
about Isaiah’s prophecy that Jesus would be God’s Righteous Servant, acting as light to Gentiles and
all people, and One whom would free the poor and oppressed people from spiritual darkness. In our
overview of some important historical figures of Church history, we discussed the controversy over
the nature of Jesus brought about by Eutyches, which led the Church to formulate theology about
Jesus’ nature consisting of both human and divine as a unified whole Being without a formula to the
degree of mixing between the two natures. As we move to the Gospel reading we will see that since
Jesus was 100% human (and 100% divine, how can that be?), as God’s Righteous Servant He would
have to submit Himself to the full measure of the Law. This meant living in submission to the plan of
salvation predicated by His Father, which included the program of John the Baptist as the
forerunner in the spirit of Elijah. As we will see, Jesus submitted to John’s baptism of repentance to
demonstrate his full compliance with the divine plan of the Father.

13 Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by him. 14
But John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come
to me?” 15 But Jesus answering said to him, “Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting
for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he permitted Him. 16 And after being baptized, Jesus
went up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the
Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming upon Him, 17 and behold, a voice out of the
heavens, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.” (Matthew 3:13-17)

Jesus had to fulfill all righteousness, and part of this was to submit to John’s baptism of repentance.
The Jews of that era were used to repeated ceremonial washings. However, John’s baptism
represented a person’s one-time public confession of repentance, a willingness to turn from their sin
and to the plan of God for their lives. Even though Jesus was sinless in His essence as God, He had
to live a perfect, sinless life as a man, and this meant submitting to the Father’s will through the
ministry of John the Baptist. Otherwise, when King Herod came to Kkill all of the infants, as we saw
last week, Jesus’ death would have atoned for the sin of the world and that would have been the end
of His ministry. “But God” had other ideas, and Jesus submitted to the Father’s wishes. “For we do
not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted
in all things as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). We can celebrate that Jesus was willing to
submit to the Father’s plan.

As we make the sign of the cross, we can remember Jesus’ baptism and how it demonstrated the
reality of the Holy Trinity. We saw during the baptism that the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus the
Son like a dove (v.16e), and the Father announced, ” This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-
pleased (v.17b). God said through Isaiah in the first reading, “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold;
My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him” (Isaiah 42:1). God is
delighted in His Righteous Servant, and He delights in us as servants of the Lord Jesus.

As we finish with the New Testament reading, take note of what we said earlier about Isaiah’s
prophecy regarding freedom for the Gentiles living in darkness, as well as how Jesus was obedient to
God as a Servant, even submitting to baptism by John the Baptist.

Page # 36 of 45 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/john-the-baptist/



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

34 And opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that God is not one
to show partiality, 35 but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right, is
welcome to Him. 36 The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace through
Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all)- 37 you yourselves know the thing which took place
throughout all Judea, starting from Galilee, after the baptism which John proclaimed. 38 You
know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and
how He went about doing good, and healing all who were oppressed by the devil; for God was
with Him.” (Acts 10:34-38)

Peter said that God’s offer of salvation through faith in Jesus was available to everyone, Jews and
Gentiles alike. He said that God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit and with power (38b). Read
verse one from the first reading in Isaiah again. “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen
one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the
nations” (Isaiah 42:1). Do you see how precisely the prophecy was fulfilled through Jesus? This is
the One in whom we trust.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. When Jesus went to John to be baptized he made a public statement about his willingness to
submit to the Father’s plan through whatever form it would take. Though the Scriptures didn’t seem
to foretell the event of Jesus’ baptism, there was plenty of prophecy regarding the obedient nature
that God’s Servant Messiah would take. Reflect upon the following verses from Isaiah regarding our
Suffering Servant the Lord Jesus.

1 Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2
For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, And like a root out of parched ground; He has
no stately form or majesty That we should look upon Him, Nor appearance that we should be
attracted to Him. 3 He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows, and acquainted
with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face, He was despised, and we did not
esteem Him. 4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we
ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced
through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our
well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. 6 All of us like sheep have
gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of
us all To fall on Him. 7 He was oppressed and He was dfflicted, Yet He did not open His
mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers,
So He did not open His mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment He was taken away; And as for
His generation, who considered That He was cut off out of the land of the living, For the
transgression of my people to whom the stroke was due? 9 His grave was assigned with
wicked men, Yet He was with a rich man in His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor
was there any deceit in His mouth. 10 But the LORD was pleased To crush Him, putting Him
to grief; If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will
prolong His days, And the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand. 11 As a result

Page # 37 of 45 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/john-the-baptist/



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; By His knowledge the Righteous
One, My Servant, will justify the many, As He will bear their iniquities. (Isaiah 53:1-11)

How does understanding the radical obedience of Jesus empower you to answer the calling that God
has placed upon your life?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.uscch.org/bible/readings/011214.cfm

First Reading IS 42:1-4, 6-7 (plus skipped verses

Isaiah 42:1-7 NASB 1 “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have
put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 “He will not cry out or raise His voice, Nor
make His voice heard in the street. 3 “A bruised reed He will not break, And a dimly burning wick He will not
extinguish; He will faithfully bring forth justice. 4 “He will not be disheartened or crushed, Until He has
established justice in the earth; And the coastlands will wait expectantly for His law.” 5 Thus says God the
LORD, Who created the heavens and stretched them out, Who spread out the earth and its offspring, Who
gives breath to the people on it, And spirit to those who walk in it, 6 “I am the LORD, I have called you in
righteousness, I will also hold you by the hand and watch over you, And I will appoint you as a covenant to the
people, As a light to the nations, 7 To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the dungeon, And those
who dwell in darkness from the prison.

Second Reading ACTS 10:34-38

Acts 10:34-38 NASB 34 And opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that God is not
one to show partiality, 35 but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right, is welcome to
Him. 36 “The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ (He is Lord of
all)- 37 you yourselves know the thing which took place throughout all Judea, starting from Galilee, after the
baptism which John proclaimed. 38 “You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy
Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good, and healing all who were oppressed by the devil;
for God was with Him.

Gospel Reading MT 3:13-17

Matthew 3:13-17 NASB 13 Then Jesus *arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by
him. 14 But John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?” 15
But Jesus answering said to him, “Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he *permitted Him. 16 And after being baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the
water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming
upon Him, 17 and behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-
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pleased.”

Source(s):
Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 12-15-2013

Christians t

Did you know that even as firm believers in Jesus Christ that it’s natural to have doubts about our
faith? There may be days when we feel like we can walk on water, but other days we feel like we are
slipping down into a deep, dark, sea. Throughout history, even some of the most famous Christians
have experienced moments of doubt regarding their faith. We will see in the Gospel lesson today
that one of those people who experienced doubts was none other than John the Baptist. In the Old
Testament passage, we will also see that the people of Israel were struggling to believe in the
promises of God. Isaiah was sent as a messenger to encourage God’s people to keep covenant (or
relationship) with God. The passage we looked at last week sets the stage for the unfolding good
news that God has not abandoned His people.
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The first reading today is from Isaiah Chapter 35. Before we read the text, it’s important to take
note of the context, the audience to whom Isaiah was speaking, and information that we can glean
from other prophetic voices in the Bible. This prophet ministered to the people of the Southern
Tribes of Israel including Benjamin and Judah during the time that the Northern Kingdom was taken
into captivity by Assyria. Micah and Hosea were prophets speaking on behalf of God at the same
time as Isaiah. His message was one of repentance and subsequent hope for the future. Isaiah was a
forerunner, one that announced the coming Messiah and his future kingdom, much like John the
Baptist in the New Testament. Like the other prophets, Isaiah often saw near and far term events
“telescoped” together, but even more so because of the greater range of his visions. When we look
back in hindsight, it’s easy for us to differentiate between the near term events and those in the
distant future that have yet to be fulfilled. However, when we look at the events which haven’t been
fulfilled yet, such as the future era known by biblical scholars as the Millennial Kingdom, it’s more
difficult to determine the order and timing of the events. This portion of Chapter 35 concerns the
coming Kingdom which would be brought in by the Messiah. Looking back we understand that this
would be fulfilled at Jesus’ Second Coming. But Isaiah did not have the advantage of knowing the
difference between what would happen when Jesus came the first time and what is yet to take place
at His second coming. This is why it’s important to understand the whole of Scripture when we read
isolated portions of the prophetic Books.

As you study the first reading, pay attention to Isaiah’s proclamation of the future hope for Israel
and the whole world of believers, in the context of the future Millennial Kingdom.

1 The wilderness and the desert will be glad, And the Arabah will rejoice and blossom; Like
the crocus 2 It will blossom profusely And rejoice with rejoicing and shout of joy. The glory of
Lebanon will be given to it, The majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They will see the glory of the
LORD, The majesty of our God. 3 Encourage the exhausted, and strengthen the feeble. 4 Say
to those with anxious heart, “Take courage, fear not. Behold, your God will come with
vengeance; The recompense of God will come, But He will save you.” 5 Then the eyes of the
blind will be opened, And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped. 6 Then the lame will leap
like a deer, And the tongue of the dumb will shout for joy. For waters will break forth in the
wilderness And streams in the Arabah. 7 And the scorched land will become a pool, And the
thirsty ground springs of water; In the haunt of jackals, its resting place, Grass becomes
reeds and rushes. 8 And a highway will be there, a roadway, And it will be called the Highway
of Holiness. The unclean will not travel on it, But it will be for him who walks that way, And
fools will not wander on it. 9 No lion will be there, Nor will any vicious beast go up on it;
These will not be found there. But the redeemed will walk there, 10 And the ransomed of the
LORD will return, And come with joyful shouting to Zion, With everlasting joy upon their
heads. They will find gladness and joy, And sorrow and sighing will flee away. (Isaiah 35:1-10)

One of the things that Isaiah looks forward to in the Millenial Kingdom reign of Jesus is that the
broken parts of this earth will be restored; that includes nature and people. If we pause to assess our
world, it seems that every part of it is broken at some level. Families are torn apart, lives are
exhausted, fear and anxiety seem to be rampant. Although Isaiah prophesied long ago, his words are
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very relevant today. Isaiah’s prophecy is meant to remind God’s people that one day all will be
well—He will set the record straight. He will save us. Those who trust in God to save them are those
who are called the “redeemed” and the “ransomed” of the LORD. To be redeemed is to be bought
back or restored to one’s original intent. To be ransomed is to be set free from being in the grip of
an enemy with a payment. Both of these descriptions can be treasured terms of endearment for
those who walk on the “Highway of Holiness” by trusting in Christ’s holiness to save them.

As a Christian, it’s important to be patient and wait upon God, even when we see great injustices
going on around us. Impatience was one of the issues that got into the way of the Jews properly
interpreting the passages concerning the coming Messiah. One may think that if the First Century
Jews had a good grasp on the Scriptures so many of them wouldn’t have missed the First Coming of
Jesus. The Jews had endured centuries of persecution from the various world powers including the
Assyrians, Babylonians, Greeks, and finally the Romans. From all appearances the Prophet Micah
made it very clear what would happen, even if this forerunner didn’t explain the exact timing of the
events. Micah said, “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah,
From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the
days of eternity” (Micah 5:2). Micah named the exact town in which the Messiah would be born.
Though there were two towns named Bethlehem, he differentiated between the one in the North and
the one near Jerusalem in which the new King would be born. Like the other prophets, Micah also
telescoped near and far term events today when he saw the kingdom of Jesus.

1 And it will come about in the last days That the mountain of the house of the LORD Will be
established as the chief of the mountains. It will be raised above the hills, And the peoples
will stream to it. 2 And many nations will come and say, “Come and let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD And to the house of the God of Jacob, That He may teach us about His
ways And that we may walk in His paths.” For from Zion will go forth the law, Even the word
of the LORD from Jerusalem. 3 And He will judge between many peoples And render
decisions for mighty, distant nations. Then they will hammer their swords into plowshares
And their spears into pruning hooks; Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never
again will they train for war. (Micah 4:1-3)

Micah said that the kingdom of the Messiah would be a time of peace, when weapons of war would
be turned into peaceful use (v.3). In this age the city of Jerusalem would be the capital city of the
universe (v.1) and the King would serve as the perfect judge over the entire world (v.3). The Jews
misinterpreted this to mean that the Messiah would immediately usher in His Kingdom when he
came, and who can blame them? It was only after Jesus was crucified, raised from the dead, and
explained the Scriptures (Luke 24:27) to them that some of them understood. Even then, some
doubted (Matthew 28:17).

Malachi was another prophet who called the people of God to be patient. He provided clear details
about the events concerning the coming of the Messiah. In fact, Malachi announced that a
forerunner, who we know as John the Baptist, would precede Jesus. He said, “Behold, I am going to
send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, will
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suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is
coming,” says the LORD of hosts” (Malachi 3:1). This New Testament Prophet would come in the
spirit of the Prophet Elijah (John 19:21), and that Elijah would return during the coming tribulation
period. Malachi said, “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the
great and terrible day of the Lord” (Malachi 4:5).

Exercising patience is very important especially when we expect God to come rushing in and fix the
events in the fallen world. This is even more important when, like the Jews, we experience injustice
at the hands of our civil rulers. In the second reading today from Saint James, we see this important
leader of the Jerusalem Church (Acts 15:13) cautioning the young Church about the need to be
patient concerning the return of the Lord Jesus.

7 Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. Behold, the farmer waits for
the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains. 8
You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9 Do not
complain, brethren, against one another, that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the
Judge is standing right at the door. 10 As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience,
take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. (James 5:7-10)

James reminded us that the Prophets were an example of those who were patient and persisted
through suffering and quoted from them as scriptural authority. He admonished us not to complain
against one another, because living in the spirit of “unthankfulness” would bring about judgment
(v.8). This hearkens back to Jesus’ words: “For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your
standard of measure, it will be measured to you” (Matthew 7:2). James exercised authority over the
believers gathered during the Jerusalem council (refer to Acts 15) and exhibited great patience
towards those with whom he disagreed. One of the ways in which he did this is to claim the
authority of the prophets. James said, “And with this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is
written” (Acts 15:15), and then he went on to quote from the prophets. James, inspired by the Holy
Spirit, was supremely wise because he rested his authority on the weight of the supremacy of
Scripture by relying upon the writings of the Prophets.

As we move onto the Gospel lesson about a New Testament Prophet, I wish to have you ponder this
question. Some time ago, someone asked me who I thought was the greatest man that ever lived. I
responded with a question. “Do you mean the greatest man that ever ‘lived’ in the past tense?” “Yes
in the past tense,” they said. My answer was easy. I said, “John the Baptist, and the greatest Man
that ever ‘lives’ is Jesus.” Who do you think was the greatest man that ever lived? Study the text
from the Gospel lesson and as you read, try to ascertain why the greatest man that ever lived would
ask Jesus the question that he did.

2 Now when John in prison heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by his disciples, 3 and
said to Him, “Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?” 4 And Jesus
answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what you hear and see: 5 the BLIND
RECEIVE SIGHT and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead
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are raised up, and the POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM. 6 And blessed is he
who keeps from stumbling over Me.” 7 And as these were going away, Jesus began to speak
to the multitudes about John, “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed
shaken by the wind? 8 But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing?
Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ palaces. 9 But why did you go out? To see
a prophet? Yes, I say to you, and one who is more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about
whom it is written, ‘BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER BEFORE YOUR FACE, WHO WILL
PREPARE YOUR WAY BEFORE YOU.’ 11 Truly, I say to you, among those born of women
there has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom
of heaven is greater than he. (Matthew 11:2-11)

Why would John the Baptist, the greatest man that ever lived (v.11), send someone to ask Jesus
whether he was the Messiah? Well, if you were in prison for speaking the truth and you expected
the Messiah to deliver you, you might have trouble discerning whether Jesus was the promised one
just like John the Baptist. The question for all of us, is whether we want the real Messiah or whether
we want our own version of the Messiah (someone who doesn’t leave us in prison). Saint Paul said,
“For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). Even though John was the
greatest man that ever lived, John the Baptist was a fallible, imperfect man. But he was commended
by Jesus for his faithfulness in fulfilling the role of the forerunner or messenger. In response to John
the Baptist’s question about whether Jesus was the Messiah, Jesus said, in so many words, YES!
Since He was in the process of fulfilling the Old Testament prophecies (the blind see . . . the deaf
hear and the dead are raised to life), He was reassuring John that his faith was well-placed in Jesus
being the Messiah of God. As we saw before, Malachi said, “And the Lord, whom you seek, will
suddenly come to His temple” (Malachi 3:1b). Jesus clearly fulfilled the prophecies about the
Messiah, including Malachi, and quoted it as proof of His divinity. (Matthew 11:10).

John the Baptist’s shortcomings stand to give Christians hope, especially during the upcoming
Christmas season, which is such a difficult time for so many people. Since even the greatest man
that ever lived experienced periods of doubt in his life, we too shouldn’t be surprised when it
happens to us. Saint Peter said, “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which
comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you” (1 Peter
4:12).

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. What about you, have you come to the place where you are doubting your faith? Read the advice
from Jesus, the Greatest Man that Ever Lives and see what He has to say about coming to a place
where you either confirm your faith in Him or find faith in Him for the first time.

16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish, but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send the Son into the world
to judge the world, but that the world should be saved through Him. 18 He who believes in
Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not
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believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment, that the
light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds
were evil. 20 For everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light, lest
his deeds should be exposed. 21 But he who practices the truth comes to the light, that his
deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God. (John 3:16-21)

Saint Paul explained, “if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that
God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved; 10 for with the heart man believes, resulting in
righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation” (Romans 10:9-10).

How do these Scriptures provide you with hope, especially during the Christmas season? Perhaps
you would be willing to leave a comment on this web page or Facebook.

2. When you think of the terms “redeemed” and “ransomed” in regards to your relationship to God
through Christ, how does this give you hope and patience for God to “work all things together for
good” as He continues to conform you to the image of Jesus (Romans 8:28-29)?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/121513.cfm Third Sunday of Advent

First Reading Isaiah 35:1-6A, 10 (plus skipped verses 6B-9

Isaiah 35:1-10 NASB 1 The wilderness and the desert will be glad, And the Arabah will rejoice and blossom;
Like the crocus 2 It will blossom profusely And rejoice with rejoicing and shout of joy. The glory of Lebanon
will be given to it, The majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They will see the glory of the LORD, The majesty of our
God. 3 Encourage the exhausted, and strengthen the feeble. 4 Say to those with anxious heart, “Take courage,
fear not. Behold, your God will come with vengeance; The recompense of God will come, But He will save you.’
5 Then the eyes of the blind will be opened, And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped. 6 Then the lame will
leap like a deer, And the tongue of the dumb will shout for joy. For waters will break forth in the wilderness
And streams in the Arabah. 7 And the scorched land will become a pool, And the thirsty ground springs of
water; In the haunt of jackals, its resting place, Grass becomes reeds and rushes. 8 And a highway will be
there, a roadway, And it will be called the Highway of Holiness. The unclean will not travel on it, But it will be
for him who walks that way, And fools will not wander on it. 9 No lion will be there, Nor will any vicious beast
go up on it; These will not be found there. But the redeemed will walk there, 10 And the ransomed of the
LORD will return, And come with joyful shouting to Zion, With everlasting joy upon their heads. They will find
gladness and joy, And sorrow and sighing will flee away.

J

Second Reading James 5:7-10
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James 5:7-10 NASB 7 Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. Behold, the farmer waits
for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains. 8 You too be
patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9 Do not complain, brethren, against
one another, that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door. 10 As an
example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Gospel Reading Matthew 11:2-11

Matthew 11:2-11 NASB 2 Now when John in prison heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by his disciples,
3 and said to Him, “Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?” 4 And Jesus answered and
said to them, “Go and report to John what you hear and see: 5 the BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT and the lame walk,
the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL
PREACHED TO THEM. 6 “And blessed is he who keeps from stumbling over Me.” 7 And as these were going
away, Jesus began to speak to the multitudes about John, “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at?
A reed shaken by the wind? 8 “But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those
who wear soft clothing are in kings’ palaces. 9 “But why did you go out? To see a prophet? Yes, I say to you,
and one who is more than a prophet. 10 “This is the one about whom it is written, ‘BEHOLD, I SEND MY
MESSENGER BEFORE YOUR FACE, WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY BEFORE YOU.’ 11 “Truly, I say to you,
among those born of women there has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB
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