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Mass Study Notes for Sunday, 3-13-2016

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 3-13-2016. This week we open with the Old Testament
reading from Isaiah in which we see his foretelling of an aspect of the New Covenant. In the second
reading, we learn about Paul’s passion in running the race for Jesus in opposing the false teachers of
his era. We close with the story of the woman caught in adultery from the Gospel of John.

Introduction to the First Reading:

Let’s review the background of the Prophet Isaiah from which the first reading was taken. Isaiah
was a prophet to the Southern Kingdom of Judah shortly after the Northern Kingdom (called Israel)
was conquered by Assyria in 722 BC.  Isaiah brought a dire message to Judah that God was going to
use a foreign nation to judge them, like what had just happened to Israel.  He also proclaimed a
message of hope and restoration including a promise that a Messiah would come to restore all that
would be taken from God’s chosen people.  He is one of the most important prophets because of all
of the information he provided regarding the coming Messiah.  He said regarding this future Ruler,
“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son,
and she will call His name Immanuel” (7:14).  He continued, “For a child will be born to us, a son
will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace” (9:6).  His writings then moved
onto the near term prediction about the coming invasion by Babylon and closed with a series of
messages with a very long range view including the time during which Jesus will reign on earth
during the Millennial Kingdom.
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Today’s reading is from a section in which we see how God reminds the people of Judah about God’s
greatness as well as His sovereignty. Chapter 43 opens with, “But now, thus says the LORD, your
Creator, O Jacob, And He who formed you, O Israel, Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have
called you by name; you are Mine!” (Isaiah 43:1). God reminds the people of His unique covenantal
relationship with them. He shows how He is with them during their hardships that He allowed to
overtake them in order to accomplish His purposes. The second verse in the chapter says, “When
you pass through the waters, I will be with you; And through the rivers, they will not overflow you.
When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, Nor will the flame burn you.” We see
similar wording in today’s reading.

First Reading:

Isaiah 43:16-21 NAS95 16 Thus says the LORD, Who makes a way through the sea And a path
through the mighty waters, 17 Who brings forth the chariot and the horse, The army and the mighty
man (They will lie down together and not rise again; They have been quenched and extinguished like
a wick): 18 “Do not call to mind the former things, Or ponder things of the past. 19 Behold, I will do
something new, Now it will spring forth; Will you not be aware of it? I will even make a roadway in
the wilderness, Rivers in the desert. 20 The beasts of the field will glorify Me, The jackals and the
ostriches, Because I have given waters in the wilderness And rivers in the desert, To give drink to
My chosen people. 21 The people whom I formed for Myself Will declare My praise.

Isaiah is providing comfort to those in the future who will return from the Babylonian Captivity some
150 years in the future. He reminds them of who God is because it will be hard for them to
understand God in the midst of their discipline that came about through the exile. God reminds them
of He acted powerfully during the first Exodus under the direction of Moses (vv. 16 – 17). Moses was
the one to whom the Law was given (Mosaic Covenant). The Mosaic Covenant included the Ten
Commandments and the other requirements, which the Jewish people had to fulfil in order to show
their covenant relationship with God. Isaiah brings out a contrast in the next verses. In other words,
he is saying something like, “if you through the Exodus was amazing just wait until you see what I do
in the future.” To which future event is Isaiah be referring, has it already happened or is it yet to
transpire? Here are some characteristics of this future event.

It comes on suddenly (v. 19b).
It is undetected (v. 19b), the Jewish people will miss it.
It is something supernatural because it defies the natural order of things (streams in the
desert, v. 19c).
Everything and everyone will praise the Lord, right down to the wild animals, jackals and owls
(v. 20).
It will completely satisfy people’s spiritual thirst (v. 20, see also Isaiah 55:1-3).

Based on what Isaiah predicted, it becomes clear that he was referring to the New Covenant
inaugurated by Jesus. This is a new and better deliverance (and “exodus”) which outshines the
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original Exodus from Egypt and the Mosaic Covenant. It started at Jesus’ First Advent (His death and
resurrection), but it will be fully realized at His Second Advent when everything will be made right.

In the New Testament, the author of Hebrews made the superiority of Jesus very clear as we see in
the following verses.

Hebrews 10:12-18 NAS95 12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN
AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, 13 waiting from that time onward UNTIL HIS ENEMIES BE MADE
A FOOTSTOOL FOR HIS FEET. 14 For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are
sanctified. 15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying, 16 “THIS IS THE COVENANT
THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS
UPON THEIR HEART, AND ON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM,” He then says, 17 “AND THEIR
SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE.” 18 Now where there is
forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin.

What does this mean for our lives? Since God has been powerful and trustworthy in the past, we can
trust Him to be powerful and trustworthy in the future. Even if our circumstances seem to be a
desert experience, He will sustain us and eventually make all things right but it may not happen
during our natural lifetime. As part of God’s family through which we have been in-grafted (Romans
11:17) we can bring praise to God (v. 21) as we trust Him and sense Him working in our lives.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The second reading is from Philippians, one of the “Prison Epistles” since it was written while Paul
was under house arrest (Philippians 1:13) in Rome (Acts 28:16). Paul viewed this time of captivity as
a special ministry of service to Jesus Christ as we see especially in Philippians 1:12-14. Paul said
there, “Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the greater
progress of the gospel” (v. 12). Today’s reading is from chapter three in which Paul discusses the
great value of following his leader Jesus through the use of an athletic metaphor.

Second Reading:

Philippians 3:8-14 NAS95 8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count
them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness
of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which
comes from God on the basis of faith, 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and
the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 in order that I may attain to the
resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect,
but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 13
Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies
behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
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Paul surrendered everything that he had on earth in order to serve Jesus Christ (v. 8). Paul was clear
that even his most admirable achievements fell far short of earning his way into the kingdom of
heaven, this came only through faith in the Lord Jesus (v. 9). This revealed Paul’s heart for the
people to find their true righteousness through faith in Jesus Christ alone which comes not by
striving but through God’s power (v. 9). This was in contrast to the false teachers plaguing the
church (see Philippians 2:21, and Philippians 3:2). These “dogs” as he called them in 3:2 just before
today’s reading, were those who interfere with spiritual matters about which they didn’t have true
knowledge. These “Judaizers” sought to impose the Old Testament Law upon the Gentile church,
something which Paul wrote an entire epistle against in the Book of Galatians. The bottom line is
that it is a distortion of the true gospel of grace given by Jesus Christ when anyone attempts to
impose requirements for salvation outside of faith in Christ alone. In contrast to the false teachers
who hoped in obtaining power and success in this life, Paul looked toward the eternal future. His
hope was in gaining perfection through his personal resurrection from the dead (vv. 11-12), the first
fruits of which we see in Jesus’ resurrection from dead.

Beginning in verse 12, Paul used an athletic metaphor in saying that while running towards the
future he was striving to forget what was behind him while racing ahead towards this future hope of
resurrection “for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (v. 14). Paul frequently used
such terminology in his letters as a means of connecting with his readers with symbolism with which
they would have been familiar. He liked the Christian life as a race towards the finish, rather than a
walk in the park in which we slouch our way towards the finish that is coming upon us whether we
want it to or not. As an athlete, we take an active role in running the race, and are not just
spectators on the sidelines as the others run by us.

What does this mean for us today? We are not to look to things like what the New Testament Jews
desired like political power. We are also not to think that we can find righteousness through good
works in obedience to an elevated (and false) interpretation of the Scriptures, as did the Pharisees.
Believers are called to shift their focus not upon the things of this world but to “press on” in order to
accomplish God’s purposes. All the while we have to remember that the righteousness that we do
finally obtain is from God, not our works. Paul said clearly in Ephesians, “For by grace you have
been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so
that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). We are to take our Christian lives seriously in the same
ways that an athlete competes in a race. Although we can cheer others as they run, we too are called
to compete in the event of the Christian life. During the race we can remember that Christ is the
One from Whom comes our power, as Paul said “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens
me” (Philippians 4:13).

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The Gospel reading is from John chapter 8 in which we see Jesus’ interaction with the woman caught
in adultery. The event happened in the temple court after Jesus began to teach there early in the
morning (John 8:2-3). As you will see in the reading we are not told about that other half, the man
involved in the adulterous affair. In the early New Testament culture, the society tolerated a larger



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass  Published by Christians for Christ Ministries.  We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures.  “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

   Page # 5 of 24  Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/isaiah/

degree of sexual sin among men. In our day we might say something like, that is what men do. In
that day we would expect more scrutiny upon the sexual sin of woman, especially one in Jerusalem
that was outside of the sexual activities considered normal in the cults of the Roman pagan culture.
So it is in the reading that the sin of the woman is brought front and center to Jesus who is placed in
a kind of judge position, something for which Jesus was appointed before the creation of time.

Gospel Reading:

Note: This particular section of the Gospel of John is not found in the earliest manuscripts of the
New Testament and was first added to by Jerome in the year 382. If you are interested, we
encourage you to research the findings on this matter.

John 8:1-11 NAS95 1 But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 Early in the morning He came again
into the temple, and all the people were coming to Him; and He sat down and began to teach them. 3
The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman caught in adultery, and having set her in the center
of the court, 4 they said to Him, “Teacher, this woman has been caught in adultery, in the very act. 5
“Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women; what then do You say?” 6 They were
saying this, testing Him, so that they might have grounds for accusing Him. But Jesus stooped down
and with His finger wrote on the ground. 7 But when they persisted in asking Him, He straightened
up, and said to them, “He who is without sin among you, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.”
8 Again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. 9 When they heard it, they began to go out one
by one, beginning with the older ones, and He was left alone, and the woman, where she was, in the
center of the court. 10 Straightening up, Jesus said to her, “Woman, where are they? Did no one
condemn you?” 11 She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “I do not condemn you, either. Go. From
now on sin no more.”

The two opposing groups known as the scribes (the scholars and lawyers) and Pharisees (legalistic
lay people) had strong evidence against the woman, the evidence revealing that she was “caught in
the very act” (v. 4). Jesus doesn’t question the weight of evidence that they have against the woman.
However, rather than responding to their legal question which was nothing more than an attempt to
trap Him, Jesus simply stoops downs again begins writing on the ground “v. 6). Evidently He had
changed his risen from His earlier seated position, since it says in verse 2 that “He sat down and
began to teach them.” One can imagine Jesus in a submissive, kneeling position with His head held
low such that he could reach the ground on which to write. We are not told what He wrote on the
ground, but it seems evident from the reaction of His listeners that it affected them deeply. The
scribes and Pharisees expected an answer, and evidently grew impatient when Jesus failed to
answer. After the lawyers questioned Him a second time, He responded by straightening up and
saying, “He who is without sin among you, let him be the first to throw a stone at her” (v. 7), after
which He went back to His writing. This was the answer to their question regarding what should be
done with the woman caught in adultery. The oldest in the crowd responded first by leaving, until
one by one Jesus was left alone with the “convict.” Jesus then admonished her to leave and “sin no
more” (v. 11). The completely vulnerable woman who had previously surrounded by a covey of rapt
prosecutors bearing overwhelming evidence which would certainly have convicted her was set free
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by the supreme judge of all the universe (2 Timothy 4:1).

The reading makes it clear that when we examine our lives we understand that we too are sinners in
need of Jesus’ forgiveness. We have committed adultery of the heart by going after things other than
God in which we find our pleasures. Saint Paul said, “For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory
of God” (Romans 3:23). Sin is a serious matter, and God teaches us that the natural end of a non-
believer living out their life of sin is death. Paul said, “for the wages of sin is death” (Romans
6:23a).We can identify with the woman caught in adultery; a person who in that society stood
condemned and squarely caught in her sin. We can heed Jesus’ warning to her in which he says,
“From now on sin no more” (v. 11c). We don’t naively think that the woman left the interaction with
Jesus and become the most saintly figure in Jerusalem. However, we can imagine that after being set
from the consequences of her sin that she was deeply affected by the “Word of God.” During those
times in which the Spirit of God indict us for our sin, we too can find healing from the eternal
consequences of sin even if God doesn’t deliver us from the temporal ones. In each incident in which
we find ourselves confessing the depth of our sinfulness we can celebrate that as believers in the
Lord Jesus we will be delivered from the eternal consequences of our sin.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1.  When was there a time in which you were caught in the very act of sin? Based upon what you
learned in the Gospel lesson, how can you imagine that Jesus would have addressed you?

2.  In what ways does the story of the woman caught in adultery help you to avoid your own sin?
What about certain besetting sins that you keep committing, a cycle of sin / repent / sin?

3. How does the following verse speak to you about your own sin?

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

Readings for the Week  

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/031316-fifth-sunday-lent.cfm

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at:  http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/031316-fifth-sunday-lent.cfm
http://www.biblegateway.com/
http://www.lockman.org/
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Mass Study Notes for Sunday, 1-10-2016

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 1-10-2016. This week we will again look at Isaiah and
a prophecy concerning Jesus. Then we will move onto a study of Jesus’ baptism and discuss Jesus’
nature as both God and Man along with his radical obedience to the Father’s plan for His life.
Because of the concepts covered in the readings we are going to change the order of the analysis
such that we cover the first reading, Gospel reading, and finally the second reading in that order. 

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from Isaiah 42, the alternate is from chapter 40 and won’t be covered today. This
is the first of what is known as Isaiah’s “Servant Songs.”  This first song continues past the end of
today’s reading in verse 7 onward to verse 10. The Servant Songs prove in a powerful way that Jesus
of Nazareth is God’s Righteous Servant, the long awaited Messiah.  The overall preceding context is
the preparation of Judah’s return from captivity at Babylon, something we know happened during
the times of Nehemiah.  As you read, take careful note of the characteristic of the Servant.

First Reading:

Isaiah 42:1-7 NAS95 1 “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul
delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 “He will not cry
out or raise His voice, Nor make His voice heard in the street. 3 “A bruised reed He will not break

https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/weekly-study-notes-for-the-sunday-mass/01-10-2016/
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And a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish; He will faithfully bring forth justice. 4 “He will not
be disheartened or crushed Until He has established justice in the earth; And the coastlands will
wait expectantly for His law.” 5 Thus says God the LORD, Who created the heavens and stretched
them out, Who spread out the earth and its offspring, Who gives breath to the people on it And spirit
to those who walk in it, 6 “I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I will also hold you by
the hand and watch over you, And I will appoint you as a covenant to the people, As a light to the
nations, 7 To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the dungeon And those who dwell in
darkness from the prison.

Isaiah said in verse six that God’s Servant would be a light to the nations, which means to the
Gentiles. Last week we discussed the revealing of this marvelous mystery, that the Messiah would
bring salvation not only to the Jews but also to the Gentiles. Here God reaffirms that message, and
stated that the Messiah would be appointed “as a covenant to the people, As a light to the nations
(Gentiles), To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the dungeon, And those who dwell in
darkness from the prison” (vv. 6e-7).  God compared the spiritual darkness of the Gentiles with blind
people (7a), and with those in prison living in darkness (v. 7b-ff).  Note that the only person in that
society that would have had the authority to free an entire people group from prison was the King.
Also, remember that in those days the prisons were gruesome dark places.  Isaiah said that the
future Servant, whom we know as Jesus, would act with kingly authority to free the prisoners from
darkness.  Saint Paul confirms this by saying, “For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and
transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son” (Col 1:13).

You may wonder what Isaiah meant in verse 3 when he said, “A bruised reed He will not break, And
a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish.”  A lack of social justice was one of the primary themes
of Isaiah, with widows and orphans especially oppressed (Isaiah 1:17).  The reed referred to the
weak people in the world, those wounded souls that truly need and seek the Messiah to save them. 
The “dimly burning wick” was symbolic of something which would have to be nurtured to keep
going, a tiny flame which required kindling in order to make enough of a fire for a person to use. The
Messiah won’t stamp out the flame, He will enliven it!  In fact, Jesus quoted the Septuagint (the
Greek translation of the Old Testament) version of this text to prove that His coming was the
fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy.  Jesus said, “A BATTERED REED HE WILL NOT BREAK OFF, AND A
SMOLDERING WICK HE WILL NOT PUT OUT, UNTIL HE LEADS JUSTICE TO VICTORY” (Matthew
12:20).

What does this Servant Song mean for us today? First we can be sure that Jesus fulfilled this
prophecy and came as the servant Messiah. The delight of the Father was on Him and the Spirit of
the Lord was in Him. This same Messiah, the Righteous One, is the One in whom we put our trust to
bring us salvation. He is worthy of our worship, our faith and our surrender. Second, as we
surrender, we can trust that He will not take advantage of our weakened condition. In fact, on the
contrary, He will nurture us and bring us to a place of fuller relationship with the Father. He will
enliven what little faith we have as we open our hearts up to Him to do His good work in us. Lastly,
the message of salvation is not just a theoretical freedom from the strangle-hold of sin, but an

https://christiansforchrist.com/01-03-2016/
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experiential reality that Jesus wants us to grow up into. He has set us free from the tyranny of sin
and we no longer need to live in the dark prison that Satan had us in. Unfortunately, many of us do
not know of this freedom and continue to live in the dungeon of guilt, worry and fear. “If the Son
sets you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:36).

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

As we move onto the second reading and the Gospel message, I would like to share some
background of the key figures in Church history to provide you with a better understanding of the
occasion of Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist.  One of my hobbies has been the study of Church
history and especially some of the main characters who played a role in shaping the doctrines held
by Christian believers in what would be future times for them.  In some cases, these characters
postulated theological theories that, with adequate biblical support, became accepted by the early
Church. Yet others proposed heretical ideas that during the process of being opposed by the Church
led to the unexpected result of calcifying the true beliefs of the Church.  In essence what happened
was that when theological incorrect ideas came along, the church was forced to examine their
presuppositions and beliefs more closely in order to state more clearly what they believed. For
example, Marcion of Sinope, who was the son of an early bishop and in the early Second Century,
proposed an early and incorrect canon of the Bible that ultimately led to the Church responding with
one which was accepted by the early Church leaders.  Another in this latter category was Nestorius
Archbishop of Constantinople who, although later denied the teaching for which he was accused,
proposed that the human Jesus and the divine Christ were two different persons. He was condemned
at the Council of Ephesus in 431. This brings us to a fellow named Eutyches whose teachings are
important for us in understanding the Gospel message for today.

Eutyches was a presbyter at Constantinople and opposed Nestorius at the Council of Ephesus.  He
founded the teaching known as Monophysitism which said that Jesus had only one nature, rather
than maintaining His divine nature and adding a human nature after his birth through Blessed Mary
(Luke 1:48).  Eutyches said that Jesus’ human and divine natures were combined into the single
nature of Christ “without any alteration, absorption or confusion: that of the incarnate Word.” While
some may maintain that this is theological hair splitting similar to asking “How many angels can fit
on the head of a pin” it is extremely important that we understand the nature of Jesus.  If Jesus
wasn’t fully man then how could he have fulfilled the Law.  He also wouldn’t have understood what it
was like to live in our fallen world. If Jesus wasn’t fully divine He couldn’t have atoned for the sin of
the entire world.  Jesus said, “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not
come to abolish them, but to fulfill” (Mt 5:17). And the author of Hebrews said, “For we do not have
a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all
things as we are, yet without sin” (Heb 4:15).  Somehow, Jesus was both fully man and fully God. The
response of the Church to Eutyches was to formulate doctrine along the lines that Jesus was a
unified whole being Who consisted fully of both human and divine nature without defining some
magical quotient of the degree of mixing of the two.  Jesus was 100% human and 100% divine!  To
say anything less would be a violation of the clear teaching of Scripture. 
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Jesus emptied Himself of the independent use of His divine attributes during His earthly ministry. 
We see this in Paul’s Letter to the Philippians.

6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be
grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of
men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross. (Philippians 2:6-8)

Let’s step back and summarize since we are juggling a lot of balls in the study today. We spoke
about Isaiah’s prophecy that Jesus would be God’s Righteous Servant, acting as light to Gentiles and
all people, and One whom would free the poor and oppressed people from spiritual darkness.  In our
overview of some important historical figures of Church history, we discussed the controversy over
the nature of Jesus brought about by Eutyches, which led the Church to formulate theology about
Jesus’ nature consisting of both human and divine as a unified whole Being without a formula to the
degree of mixing between the two natures. As we move to the Gospel reading we will see that since
Jesus was 100% human (and 100% divine, how can that be?), as God’s Righteous Servant He would
have to submit Himself to the full measure of the Law.  This meant living in submission to the plan of
salvation predicated by His Father, which included the program of John the Baptist as the
forerunner in the spirit of Elijah.  As we will see, Jesus submitted to John’s baptism of repentance to
demonstrate his full compliance with the divine plan of the Father. 

Gospel Reading:

Luke 3:15-22 NAS95 15 Now while the people were in a state of expectation and all were wondering
in their hearts about John, as to whether he was the Christ, 16 John answered and said to them all,
“As for me, I baptize you with water; but One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am not fit to
untie the thong of His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing
fork is in His hand to thoroughly clear His threshing floor, and to gather the wheat into His barn; but
He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18 So with many other exhortations he preached
the gospel to the people. 19 But when Herod the tetrarch was reprimanded by him because of
Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of all the wicked things which Herod had done, 20 Herod
also added this to them all: he locked John up in prison. 21 Now when all the people were baptized,
Jesus was also baptized, and while He was praying, heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit
descended upon Him in bodily form like a dove, and a voice came out of heaven, “You are My
beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.”

Jesus had to fulfill all righteousness, and part of this was to submit to John’s baptism of repentance.
The Jews of that era were used to repeated ceremonial washings. However, John’s baptism
represented a person’s one-time public confession of repentance, a willingness to turn from their sin
and to the plan of God for their lives.  Even though Jesus was sinless in His essence as God, He had
to live a perfect, sinless life as a man, and this meant submitting to the Father’s will through the
ministry of John the Baptist. Otherwise, when King Herod came to kill all of the infants, as we saw
last week, Jesus’ death would have atoned for the sin of the world and that would have been the end
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of His ministry.  “But God” had other ideas, and Jesus submitted to the Father’s wishes.  “For we do
not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted
in all things as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15).  We can celebrate that Jesus was willing to
submit to the Father’s plan.

As we make the sign of the cross, we can remember Jesus’ baptism and how it demonstrated the
reality of the Holy Trinity.  We saw during the baptism that the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus the
Son like a dove (v.16e), and the Father announced, ” This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-
pleased (v.17b). God said through Isaiah in the first reading, “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold;
My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him” (Isaiah 42:1).  God is
delighted in His Righteous Servant, and He delights in us as servants of the Lord Jesus. 

Introduction to the Second Reading:

This reading is from Acts 10, the alternate reading from Titus 2 won’t be covered. As we finish with
the second reading, take note of what we said earlier about Isaiah’s prophecy regarding freedom for
the Gentiles living in darkness, as well as how Jesus was obedient to God as a Servant, even
submitting to baptism by John the Baptist.

Second Reading:

Acts 10:34-38 NAS95 34 Opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that God
is not one to show partiality, 35 but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right is
welcome to Him. 36 “The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus
Christ (He is Lord of all) — 37 you yourselves know the thing which took place throughout all Judea,
starting from Galilee, after the baptism which John proclaimed. 38 “You know of Jesus of Nazareth,
how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.

Peter said that God’s offer of salvation through faith in Jesus was available to everyone, Jews and
Gentiles alike.  He said that God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit and with power (38b). Read
verse one from the first reading in Isaiah again. “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen
one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the
nations” (Isaiah 42:1). Do you see how precisely the prophecy was fulfilled through Jesus?  This is
the One in whom we trust.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1.  When Jesus went to John to be baptized he made a public statement about his willingness to
submit to the Father’s plan through whatever form it would take. Though the Scriptures didn’t seem
to foretell the event of Jesus’ baptism, there was plenty of prophecy regarding the obedient nature
that God’s Servant Messiah would take.  Reflect upon the following verses from Isaiah regarding our
Suffering Servant the Lord Jesus.
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1 Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2 For He
grew up before Him like a tender shoot, And like a root out of parched ground; He has no stately
form or majesty That we should look upon Him, Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him.
3 He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; And like one
from whom men hide their face, He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 4 Surely our griefs
He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of
God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our
iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. 6
All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has
caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him. 7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not
open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its
shearers, So He did not open His mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment He was taken away; And as
for His generation, who considered That He was cut off out of the land of the living, For the
transgression of my people to whom the stroke was due? 9 His grave was assigned with wicked men,
Yet He was with a rich man in His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was there any
deceit in His mouth. 10 But the LORD was pleased To crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would
render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, And the good
pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand. 11 As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see
it and be satisfied; By His knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, As He
will bear their iniquities. (Isaiah 53:1-11)

How does understanding the radical obedience of Jesus empower you to answer the calling that God
has placed upon your life?

2. In what ways have you made a public profession of your faith? As the New Year dawns, what are
some ways in which you could accomplish this during the upcoming year?

Readings for the Week  

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/011016.cfm    

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at:  http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/011016.cfm
http://www.biblegateway.com/
http://www.lockman.org/
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Mass Study Notes for Sunday, 1-3-2016

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 1-3-2016. The gift-giving season of Christmas has just
passed from our radar screens. However, the tradition of gift giving is found in each of the readings
of the mass this week. In the Old Testament reading, we see that people will give gifts to Jesus, the
King, who will reign on earth during His second advent. The New Testament reading shows us how
St. Paul was God’s gift to the Gentiles. In addition, the Gospel reading recounts the story of the Wise
Men who came from the East to give gifts to Jesus during His first advent. 

Introduction to the Second Reading:

This week we are first going to examine the second reading from Saint Paul because the first
reading from Isaiah and Gospel lesson from Saint Matthew must be studied together in light of the
insights from Paul.  The second reading is Ephesians Chapter Three where Paul unveiled a mystery
that had been hidden throughout the ages until after Jesus’ First Advent, what we just celebrated at
Christmas.  As you read this section of Ephesians (without all of the skipped verses) try to select the
single verse that Saint Paul provided which summarized this mystery.

Second Reading:

1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles– 2 if indeed you
have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace which was given to me for you; 3 that by revelation
there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. 4 And by referring to this, when
you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which in other generations was
not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in

https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/weekly-study-notes-for-the-sunday-mass/01-03-2016/
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the Spirit; 6 to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and
fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel, (Ephesians 3:1-6)

Even though Saint Paul did minister to the Jews (see for example Acts 13:14) his primary ministry
was to the Gentiles. In contrast, Peter’s main ministry was to the Jews.  Paul, through the providence
of the Holy Spirit, said that God placed him into the position of stewardship over the Gentile
believers in the Church (verses 1 – 2). He said elsewhere in Galatians, “But on the contrary, seeing
that I had been entrusted with the Gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the
circumcised” (Galatians 2:7). God determined that the primary focus of his ministry was to give the
Gospel to the Gentiles, the same way that He sent Saint Peter to bring the message to the Jews.
Though God set Paul apart to concentrate his ministry on the Gentile people, his background was
that of a devout Jew (Philippians 3:5) and his heart was set upon winning the Jews to the Kingdom of
God.

In this week’s reading, the mystery was that the Gentiles would be gloriously grafted (Romans
11:17) into the people of God through the Church.  It is important to understand, at least from a high
level, Paul’s background while we discuss this mystery which was revealed to him.  He was formerly
a member of the Jewish group known as the Pharisees, a cult which we have discussed extensively in
the context of Jesus’ interactions with them. The Pharisees were a group of devout Jews who from all
accounts would have abhorred the concept of unconverted Gentiles joining their strictly Jewish sect.
A modern analogy would be to think of the children’s game where the goal is to hammer round and
square wooden pegs into their respectively shaped holes.  One could never hammer a square peg
into a round hole regardless of how forcefully a person went about it or how talented they were, and
regardless of their background.  In the same way, the Pharisees could never have in their wildest
imaginations envisioned a time when large populations of Gentiles would be invited and
subsequently accepted into the family of God.  They should have envisioned this as the Old
Testament Scriptures predicted that this would happen.  Isaiah said, “Then it will come about in that
day That the nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a signal for the peoples; And
His resting place will be glorious” (Isaiah 11:10, emphasis added).  The concept of the Gentiles
coming to God appeared throughout the Old Testament.  We see this again in Isaiah in the section
being covered today in the first reading, which with the benefit of history we find that this was in the
context of Jesus’ Second Advent. “And nations will come to your light, And kings to the brightness
of your rising” (Isaiah 60:3, emphasis added). The square pegs of the Gentiles will then fit nicely into
round holes through God’s mysterious unveiling of His divine plan of the Church. If you are not of
Jewish heritage, but consider yourself a part of God’s family through faith in Jesus Christ, then you
can thank God for using the life of St. Paul to bring about this paradigm shift. Yes, even the Gentiles
are fellow heirs, fellow members and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the
Gospel.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The quotation above from Isaiah brings us to the first reading, found in Chapter 60.  As we said
before, with the benefit of history and hindsight we understand that this section of Isaiah refers to

https://www.christiansforchrist.com/Search?searchphrase=all&searchword=pharisee
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the Second Advent of Jesus Christ, namely when He returns in glory.  With this context in mind,
study the reading and take special note of the gifts that the Gentile believers will bring to the LORD.

First Reading:

1 “Arise, shine; for your light has come, And the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2 For behold,
darkness will cover the earth, And deep darkness the peoples; But the LORD will rise upon you, And
His glory will appear upon you. 3 And nations will come to your light, And kings to the brightness of
your rising. 4 Lift up your eyes round about, and see; They all gather together, they come to you.
Your sons will come from afar, And your daughters will be carried in the arms. 5 Then you will see
and be radiant, And your heart will thrill and rejoice; Because the abundance of the sea will be
turned to you, The wealth of the nations will come to you. 6 A multitude of camels will cover you,
The young camels of Midian and Ephah; All those from Sheba will come; They will bring gold and
frankincense, And will bear good news of the praises of the LORD. (Isaiah 60:1-6)

Isaiah said that God would use “deep darkness” (v.2a) to bring Gentiles (the nations, v.3a) to Him.
The Old Testament Prophets referred to this time of deep darkness as the “Day of the Lord,”
something which we discussed at length in the study for November 2, 2013.  The timing of the Day
of the Lord was hidden from the Prophets, but what we know is that it occurs just before Jesus’
Second Coming and in the context of the Great Tribulation spoken of in the Book of Revelation
Chapters 6 – 18.  During this period God will accomplish two objectives. First, He will complete His
disciplining of the Nation of Israel, bringing them to return to Him, and second He will judge the
godless, unbelieving Gentiles remaining on the earth.  After this time, Jerusalem will become the
capital city of the universe. The Prophet Ezekiel said, “Thus says the Lord GOD, ‘This is Jerusalem; I
have set her at the center of the nations, with lands around her’” (Ezekiel 5:5) and about the Jews
“who live at the center of the world” (Ezekiel 38:12e). God will use the tribulation of the end-time
period to bring believers from all nations to Him, while the unbelievers will be permanently
excluded  from God’s eternal Kingdom (Revelation 22:15).

Note the types of gifts that the future Gentile leaders will bring to King Jesus.  “They will bring gold
and frankincense, And will bear good news of the praises of the LORD” (Isaiah 60:6d).  Throughout
history, gold has been the most valuable of all metals. It’s a rare and valuable treasure, and the
perfect commodity that never degrades – making it an excellent gift to bring to Jesus, who is
reigning as LORD.  Frankincense is something very familiar to any Catholic, as this material
produces a most pleasant aroma when burned and has the smell of perfume in its native form.  I was
an altar boy for most of my younger years and was frequently in close proximity to the priest burning
this sweet swelling material.  The burning of incense is symbolic of the prayers of the faithful rising
to heaven (Revelation 5:8). The future world leaders will present their gifts of gold and incense
directly to the Source of their salvation, the Lord Himself!  What a joyous occasion this will be!

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

This brings us to the Gospel lesson from Matthew Chapter Two in which we find the Magi presenting

https://christiansforchrist.com/study-notes-for-the-sunday-mass-november-3-2013-31-st-sunday-in-ordinary-time/
http://www.gotquestions.org/Great-Tribulation.html
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their gifts to the King of the Universe.  Read the text and take particular note of their three gifts.

Gospel Reading:

1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, magi from
the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, 2 “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we
saw His star in the east, and have come to worship Him.” 3 And when Herod the king heard it, he
was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And gathering together all the chief priests and scribes
of the people, he began to inquire of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 And they said to him,
“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet, 6 ‘AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND
OF JUDAH, ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU
SHALL COME FORTH A RULER, WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.'” 7 Then Herod
secretly called the magi, and ascertained from them the time the star appeared. 8 And he sent them
to Bethlehem, and said, “Go and make careful search for the Child; and when you have found Him,
report to me, that I too may come and worship Him.” 9 And having heard the king, they went their
way; and lo, the star, which they had seen in the east, went on before them, until it came and stood
over where the Child was. 10 And when they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.
11 And they came into the house and saw the Child with Mary His mother; and they fell down and
worshiped Him; and opening their treasures they presented to Him gifts of gold and frankincense
and myrrh. 12 And having been warned by God in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed for
their own country by another way.  (Matthew 2:1-12)

The context of this section is that Jesus had already been born in Bethlehem and his parents had
moved him out of the stable into a house.  He was an infant, probably less than two years old as we
see from Herod who later in Matthew made a plan to kill all infants two years old or younger.  The
Magi were likely people from the Babylonian region along the Euphrates River in present day Iraq
south of Baghdad.  These mysterious scholars were highly educated people that were part pagan
priest, part magician, and part scribe.  They were also interested in astrology and this was woven
into their mystical religious beliefs. Nowhere in the text does it say that there were three of them, as
in the famous song about the three wise men. This designation comes from the three gifts they
brought with them to present to the King.  There were likely a small group of them but they would
have been accompanied by a large number of guards and servants.  Thus this would have made their
arrival that much more disturbing to King Herod. 

The Jewish priests and scribes told the Magi the prophecy from the Prophet Micah, which they
evidently weren’t aware of, that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2).  This must be
the case or they would have gone directly to Bethlehem in the first place and avoided King Herod.
Verse 9 said, “And having heard the king, they went their way; and lo, the star, which they had seen
in the east, went on before them, until it came and stood over where the Child was” (emphasis
added).  Then, the star reappeared!  So what did they do?  Did they stop and ask for further
directions?  No, followed it and went to Bethlehem!  Now they had both the prophetic prophesy from
the Jews, and the star to guide them.  Therefore, they kept going on the journey, but had to BELIEVE
God’s revelation and follow it. 
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Finally, when they arrived in Bethlehem and located Jesus, they presented their three gifts to him.
The Magi’s gift of gold would have been very useful to the holy family during their subsequent flight
to Egypt necessary to flee King Herod.  Notice the similarity of their gifts mentioned in the first
reading from Isaiah 60 but with one glaring addition: myrrh.  Myrrh was something used throughout
the eastern world as an embalming agent. These kings of the east presented Mary and Joseph with a
precious gift that could be used for the future burial of their Son.  Look at it this way. One day you
attended the baptism of an infant in the church, and afterwards one of the guests presented the
happy couple with a beautiful new coffin for the child.  Yes, the coffin could be sold and the money
used to raise the child, but what kind of a message would the presentation of such a gift make to the
parents?  The magi, unbeknownst to themselves, predicted the death of the Messiah. Little did they
know that His death was a necessary part of the redemptive story so that you and I might have
eternal life. In a future age Gentile believers will present gifts of gold and incense to Jesus, the need
for myrrh has been done away with because Jesus rose from the dead and conquered death for you
and me. 

The chain of ideas that emerged from the text is as follows.  First, God gives revelation in order to
find Jesus. Second, God calls us to believe his revelation and follow it. Finally, when we truly meet
with God our response is joy, worship and giving!  The bottom line is this.  God calls us to believe
and follow His revelation about Jesus and when we do our response is joy, worship and giving.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. Think about the message that you send implicitly when you send someone a gift.  A child gives his
father a pair of gloves for Christmas.  Another child gives his mother a box of candy.  In light of the
New Year and the idea of making resolutions for the next twelve months, what single gift could you
present to Jesus this year?

2. It is easy to criticize the Pharisees for judging the Gentiles and for considering them “unworthy”
of being saved. The definition of grace is that no one is worthy of it. It is God’s unmerited favor.
Think about your own attitude towards those who seem unlikely to become Christians. Is there
someone who you can identify as unlikely to be a fellow heir, a fellow member of the body and a
fellow partaker in the promise of Christ Jesus through the Gospel? Commit to pray for this person
and look for ways to be like St. Paul by loving them and speaking the truth of the Gospel to them.

Readings for the Week  

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/010316.cfm   

Source(s):

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/010316.cfm
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Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at:  http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 8-17-2014

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 8-17-2014. The readings this week all follow a central
theme, God’s revelation of the mystery of salvation being given to the Gentiles in addition to the
Jews. The Jews were always God’s chosen method of bringing light to the Gentile world. We will see
that in the first reading from Isaiah 56 and the second reading from Romans 11. Finally, in the
Gospel lesson we will see Jesus’ interaction with a Gentile woman and how her faith in Jesus’ ability
to heal her daughter provided a glimpse into God’s plan of salvation for the Gentiles.

The first reading is from the Prophet Isaiah. Chapter 56 is in the closing section of the Book of
Isaiah, where God revealed important spiritual truths including the importance of His Word (Isaiah
55:10-11) as well as some further information about His plan of salvation for the Gentiles. In the
section immediately prior to today’s reading, God outlined His promises that He made to the
covenant people, the Jews. As you read, note that verses 2-5 which were skipped in the mass
lectionary have been added in order to provide the reader with a fuller understanding of the text.

1 Thus says the LORD, “Preserve justice and do righteousness, For My salvation is about to
come And My righteousness to be revealed. 2 How blessed is the man who does this, And the

http://www.biblegateway.com/
http://www.lockman.org/
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/weekly-study-notes-for-the-sunday-mass/8-17-2014/
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son of man who takes hold of it; Who keeps from profaning the sabbath, And keeps his hand
from doing any evil. 3 Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the LORD say, “The
LORD will surely separate me from His people.” Nor let the eunuch say, “Behold, I am a dry
tree.” 4 For thus says the LORD, “To the eunuchs who keep My sabbaths, And choose what
pleases Me, And hold fast My covenant, 5 To them I will give in My house and within My
walls a memorial, And a name better than that of sons and daughters; I will give them an
everlasting name which will not be cut off. 6 Also the foreigners who join themselves to the
LORD, To minister to Him, and to love the name of the LORD, To be His servants, every one
who keeps from profaning the sabbath And holds fast My covenant; 7 Even those I will bring
to My holy mountain And make them joyful in My house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and
their sacrifices will be acceptable on My altar; For My house will be called a house of prayer
for all the peoples.” (Isaiah 56:1-7)

Several important points arise from Isaiah’s prophecy. First, in light of the previous chapters in
which God recounted His promises to the Jews, He announced a charge to them to maintain a clear
conscience. In verse one He tells them to “preserve justice and do righteousness” because His
salvation would come in the future and at that point His righteousness would be revealed. For a Jew,
keeping the Law meant honoring the sabbath as well as “keep[ing] [their] hands from doing any evil”
(v. 3).This is a calling to all believers to walk uprightly with the knowledge of salvation that they
possess, whether Jew or Gentile. This is clear because in verse three God began to lay out further
details about his plan of salvation for the Gentiles. Second, everyone would be welcomed into God’s
kingdom who walked in faith with God including the Gentiles (foreigners) or those who felt
unwelcome in it such as the childless eunuchs. Large families were considered a blessing of God in
the Jewish world. God said that he would “give them an everlasting name which will not be cut off”
(v. 5c) and that he would “bring [them] to [His] holy mountain and make them joyful in [His] house
of prayer” (v. 7). Finally, God revealed through Isaiah that anyone could join the Jewish community
of believers and partake in their worship and celebration of God. He said, “[His] house [would] be
called a house of prayer for all peoples” (v. 7c, emphasis added).

Although Isaiah provided additional information about God’s plan of salvation for the Gentiles
through the Jews this was not a new concept in the Bible. Even in the very first Book of the Bible
God spoke about salvation coming to all people through Abraham the father of all believers. God told
Abraham, “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My
voice” (Genesis 22:18). King David said some three hundred years earlier, “All the ends of the earth
will remember and turn to the LORD, And all the families of the nations will worship before You”
(Psalm 22:27). Earlier in Isaiah’s record he provided insight into the ultimate method that God would
use to bring salvation to the whole world. He said regarding the future Messiah Jesus, “The people
who walk in darkness will see a great light; Those who live in a dark land, The light will shine on
them” (Isaiah 9:2). Though the Jews were always a light that pointed to salvation through faith in
God, the ultimate light would be the Lord Jesus.

As we turn to the second reading, we will find additional information about God’s plan of salvation to
the Gentiles that came through the Jews. In this portion of Romans, Paul uses an analogy of an olive
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tree to describe God’s saving ways. Because the Jews rejected the Messiah, some of the original
branches (the Jews) had been broken off. This grieved Paul to no end. But this made room for the
wild branch (that of the Gentiles) to be grafted into the pure olive tree (the Life of Christ). Our hope
is in God’s ability to take what is broken and make it whole again (both Jews and Gentiles). And if He
is able to do that at the macro-level, can we not trust Him to do that at the micro-level of our lives?

As you read please note that a large section of the text was omitted in the mass reading (verses
16-28 shown separated from the rest) but have been included in order to provide the full meaning of
the text.

13 But I am speaking to you who are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle of Gentiles, I
magnify my ministry, 14 if somehow I might move to jealousy my fellow countrymen and save
some of them. 15 For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their
acceptance be but life from the dead?

 

16 If the first piece of dough is holy, the lump is also; and if the root is holy, the branches are
too. 17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were grafted
in among them and became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree, 18 do not be
arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant, remember that it is not you who
supports the root, but the root supports you. 19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off
so that I might be grafted in.” 20 Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you
stand by your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear; 21 for if God did not spare the natural
branches, He will not spare you, either. 22 Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to
those who fell, severity, but to you, God’s kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise
you also will be cut off. 23 And they also, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be
grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. 24 For if you were cut off from what is by
nature a wild olive tree, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how
much more will these who are the natural branches be grafted into their own olive tree? 25
For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery–so that you will not be wise
in your own estimation–that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of
the Gentiles has come in; 26 and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “THE
DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB.”
27 “THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS.” 28 From the
standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from the standpoint of God’s
choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers;

 

29 for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 For just as you once were
disobedient to God, but now have been shown mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so
these also now have been disobedient, that because of the mercy shown to you they also may
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now be shown mercy. 32 For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy
to all. (Romans 11:13-32)

The big idea in the reading is the revelation of the “mystery” (v. 25a) that God has allowed the Jews
to be disobedient to Him for a period of time such that the Gentile believers may be “ingrafted” into
God’s plan of salvation. Paul affirmed that as the “apostle to the Gentiles” (v. 13) he hoped that
through his ministry to them that he may motivate his fellow Jews to trust in Jesus (v. 14). He said
that at some future date that all of Israel would be saved (v. 25). As Gentiles without the knowledge
of God we are being shown God’s mercy during what some commentators refer to as the “church
age.” The church was something that wasn’t reveled to the Old Testament Prophets, or even to
Jesus’ own disciples until close to the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry. In the Old Testament the
Hebrew people were distinct from the surrounding nations because of their Law, culture, food,
temple, and their worship practices. In the New Testament, Jesus’ vision for the church would be for
us to be “in the world, but not of it” (John 17:15-16). In the reading Paul stated how the people of
God (both Jews and Gentiles) were now one.

Saint Paul revealed more revelation from God about the mystery of the church. Later in Ephesians,
God used the analogy of the love that exists between a man and a woman to show how He loves the
church. Paul said that husbands are to “love their wives as Christ loved the church and gave Himself
up for it” (Ephesians 5:25). He continued, “This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference
to Christ and the church” (Ephesians 5:32, emphasis added). Paul said more about the mystery of
the church:

4 By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of
Christ, 5 which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now
been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit; 6 to be specific, that the
Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise
in Christ Jesus through the gospel, (Ephesians 3:4-6)

How could God allow the hardness of the Jewish people’s hearts and to set them aside until the last
Gentile that desired salvation would find faith in Jesus Christ? This is one of the deep mysteries with
which Paul was wrestling. The answer, at least partially, is found in the last verse of the second
reading. “For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy to all” (v. 32). God
loves us so much that He is willing to endure the hardness of the Jews hearts until all of us Gentiles
that desire salvation find faith in Jesus Christ. The point that Paul makes throughout his letters and
the passage in Romans in particular is that we can trust God’s mercy, even if we don’t fully
understand His ways.

As we move onto the Gospel lesson, remember that at this point the church age was still hidden and
God’s plan of salvation for the Gentiles through faith in Jesus’ perfect sacrifice on the cross wasn’t in
view yet.  The context of the Gospel reading is just after Peter (and Jesus) walked on the waters of
the Sea of Galilee (Matthew 14:25-31) that we studied last week. After Jesus had calmed the wind
and the waves they crossed the lake and came to the region of Gennesaret (14:34) located on the

https://christiansforchrist.com/8-10-2014/


Study Notes for the Sunday Mass  Published by Christians for Christ Ministries.  We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures.  “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

   Page # 22 of 24  Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/isaiah/

northwest shore of the lake. A series of events preceding this caused Jesus to leave this Jewish
region. This included the unwillingness of the Jewish people to repent (Matthew 11:20-24), the
rejection of Jesus by the people in his own hometown of Nazareth (Matthew 13:53-58), and the
arrest and execution of John the Baptist (Matthew 14:1-10). Jesus’ movement to this region spoke
symbolically of the future ministry to the Gentiles that some of the disciples would have.

We drop in on the story of the Caananite woman right Matthew highlighted the hardness of the
hearts of the Pharisees. This story provides a sharp contrast between the Jewish religious leaders’
response to Jesus and the non-religious Gentile response to Jesus. In the previous verses, Jesus was
grilled by the Pharisees and then He shows them to be the frauds that they are. Then in contrast, we
read a story about the real journey of faith.

21 Jesus went away from there, and withdrew into the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 And a
Canaanite woman from that region came out and began to cry out, saying, “Have mercy on
me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is cruelly demon-possessed.” 23 But He did not answer
her a word. And His disciples came and implored Him, saying, “Send her away, because she
keeps shouting at us.” 24 But He answered and said, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” 25 But she came and began to bow down before Him, saying, “Lord, help
me!” 26 And He answered and said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it
to the dogs.” 27 But she said, “Yes, Lord; but even the dogs feed on the crumbs which fall
from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus said to her, “O woman, your faith is great; it shall
be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed at once. (Matthew 15:21-28)

The Gentile woman was from a group of people who had always troubled Israel. The Canaanites
were first mentioned in the Bible way back in Genesis Chapter 10 (v. 18). They were among the
people groups that God promised to drive out during the Exodus of the Jews from Egypt (see Exodus
33:2 and 34:11). They were a people that in Old Testament times lived in the lowland regions west of
the Jordan River. Mark called her “a Gentile, of the Syrophoenician race” (Mark 7:26), indicating
that she was a Greek. Jews had always been separated from the Greeks (or Gentiles) although the
Jews were immersed in a thoroughly Greek culture. As the story plays out the Gentile woman called
out to Jesus by using a respectful title, “Lord, Son of David” (v.22) and one which elicited that she
had some understanding of Jesus. She called Jesus by the name “Lord” three times. The word “Lord”
means master and the one using the term would be implying their submission to His authority in
their life. Certainly, she had heard about his healing powers, but now she used a title that was
reserved for the Messiah. She was a persistent woman, and Jesus’ disciples implored him to send her
away “because she keeps shouting at us” (v. 23c). Then Jesus addressed her and said that His
ministry was only to the Jews (v. 24). Next, the woman bowed down before Jesus and He used a
metaphor and told her that “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs” (v.
27). The “children’s bread” referred to God’s covenant people the Jews. This meant that since she
wasn’t a Jew she was not technically Jesus’ first priority during his short earthly ministry, which
was to the Jews, not to the Gentiles. Her answer to him was very surprising and was an indication of
the faith that she had in the Lord Jesus. “Yes, Lord; but even the dogs feed on the crumbs which fall
from their masters’ table” (v. 27). Jesus rewarded her faith by immediately healing her daughter.
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The Bible is clear that God commends those with faith, He is a “rewarder of those that diligently
seek him” (Hebrews 11:6). The Gentile woman was rewarded by having her daughter healed. One
can only imagine what became of the woman afterwards since Jesus absolutely made a tremendous
impression upon her.

What do the readings this week mean to us in our lives? First, God emphasizes the necessity of faith
in the perfect, finished work or Jesus Christ for all people, whether Jew or Gentile, and is no
respecter of persons. He “desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1
Timothy 2:4). “For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). God provided
the plan of salvation through Jesus and made this available to everyone. “For the wages of sin is
death but the gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). “For God so
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish,
but have eternal life” (John 3:16). God said “that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a
person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation”
Romans 10:9-10).

Second, we should love and respect the Jews who although their hearts are hardened are the ones
who brought salvation to us through Jesus Christ. We should “not be conceited, but fear; 21 for if
God did not spare the natural branches, He will not spare you, either” (Romans 11:20). God has
made Israel to be a blessing to the world, and all the way back in Genesis He cautioned us about
how we should treat them. He said, “And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses
you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed” (Genesis 12:3).

Finally, with the privilege of faith we also have great responsibility to share with everyone the
knowledge of Jesus Christ, whether Jew or Gentile. Jesus didn’t give us many commands when He
left but did leave a clear message about what should be our priority in life. This is called the Great
Commission:  “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I
am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20).

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1.  How do you personally respond to God’s call to salvation?

Have you made a decision to accept His call and be grafted into the life of Christ?
What does God’s inclusion of Gentiles into the salvation story tell you about His character and
heart?
How does God’s longing to see all people saved encourage you to reach out to others with His
good news of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ?

2.  How does the faith of the Canaanite woman challenge or affirm you in your own faith journey?
Have you seen anyone model this type of faith? Who is God using you to encourage with this type of
faith?
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Readings for the Week  

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/081714.cfm  

First Reading IS 56:1, 6-7

Second Reading ROM 11:13-15, 29-32

Gospel Reading MT 15:21-28

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at:  http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB
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