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Mass Study Notes for Sunday 7-13-2014

 

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 7-13-2014. This week we open with the first reading
from the Prophet Isaiah in which we will see a calling to respond to the Lord message before it’s too
late. Then we will move onto the second reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans and then close
with an important Gospel lesson called the parable of the soils. 

The first reading is from Isaiah 55. The chapter opens with an invitation for everyone, even Gentiles
(Isaiah 55:5) to partake of the benefits earned by the Suffering Servant in chapter 53 whom we know
was the Lord Jesus. Isaiah said, “Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have
no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk Without money and without cost” (v. 1).
Isaiah then went on to say some of the most often quoted verses from the Old Testament. In the
verses immediately preceding today’s reading, Isaiah explained God’s invitation to salvation to
everyone as well as an important insight into the nature of God.

6 Seek the LORD while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near. 7 Let the wicked
forsake his way And the unrighteous man his thoughts; And let him return to the LORD, And
He will have compassion on him, And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon. 8 “For My
thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” declares the LORD. 9 “For as
the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways And My
thoughts than your thoughts. (Isaiah 55:6-9)

The Prophet emphasized the need for a person in the Old Testament to see the Lord before it was

https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/weekly-study-notes-for-the-sunday-mass/7-13-2014/


Study Notes for the Sunday Mass  Published by Christians for Christ Ministries.  We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures.  “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

   Page # 2 of 19  Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/good-works/

too late (v. 6), repent of their sin (v. 7a), trust in God’s ability to forgive sin (v. 7), and recognize
their insufficiency and sovereignty of the Lord (vv. 8-9). Now let us move onto the reading that
begins at verse 10.

10 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there without
watering the earth And making it bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and
bread to the eater; 11 So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return
to Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for
which I sent it. (Isaiah 55:10-11)

Isaiah said that in the same way that the seasons are regular and reliable (v. 10) so it is that God’s
Word is regular and reliable (v. 11). The rain and snow water the seeds and make them fruitful.
Therefore, God’s Word operates in the hearts of His people through the enlightenment of the Holy
Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:10-13) in order to make them fruitful. Later in the Gospel lesson, the
importance of this principle will become evident in Jesus’ parable of the soils.

Before we move onto the Gospel lesson and continue to learn the importance of listening to the
Word of God and the operating upon what is says, we will move onto the second reading from Saint
Paul’s Letter to the Romans. In this section, Paul emphasized the fallen condition of God’s creation
in which both the creation itself and humanity are crying out for reversal of the curse brought on as
a result of Adam’s sin.

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with
the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly
for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not
willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself also will be
set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22
For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until
now. 23 And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of
our body. (Romans 8:18-23)

Paul said that the “creation is groaning and [suffering]” (v.22) in labor pains along with our groaning
while awaiting redemption (v. 23). The reward for our faithfulness in bearing fruit in our response to
the Gospel message won’t be evident until our bodies are redeemed when we die and go to be with
the Lord (v. 23). Until then our spirits groan (v. 23) and so does the fallen creation (v. 22).

Have you ever noticed how the sound of wind whistling through the trees is a way in which the
creation groans as it awaits redemption? I remember one particular evening when I was deer
hunting in the woods on my parents farm back when I was a teenager. As the sun was getting ready
to set I crept along through the pine forest being careful to move upwind in order to surprise any
deer that may be wandering about in the woods that windy evening. As I continued to move through
the woods, I stopped for a long time and just listened to the eerie sound of the wind moving through
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the trees. Although I had heard the wind moving through the trees before for some reason that
evening it took on a special significance. The sounds in the trees worked in an opposite way of a
chord, they clashed in such a way as to leave a lasting impression upon me that evening. I was glad I
was carrying a gun. “The whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until
now” (v.22).

As we move onto the Gospel lesson, pause for a moment and imagine what it would have been like to
sit at the feet of Jesus and not only hear his teaching but also have it privately explained to you. That
is what happened in the Gospel lesson from Matthew 13 in Jesus’ famous parable of the soils. The
context is just after the Pharisees scolded Jesus’ because his disciples had picked and eaten from
standing grain on the Sabbath (Matthew 12:2). Jesus used this occasion to proclaim his Lordship,
saying, “For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath” (v. 8). He then went on to offend the Pharisees
even more by healing a man with a withered hand, an action that caused them to “[conspire] against
Him, as to how they might destroy Him” (v. 14).

The parable of the soils in the reading today from Saint Matthew is also found in a parallel account
in chapter 8 of Luke. This parable is unique from many of the others because in both accounts Jesus
went on to explain the meaning to his disciples privately away from the crowds.

1 That day Jesus went out of the house and was sitting by the sea. 2 And large crowds
gathered to Him, so He got into a boat and sat down, and the whole crowd was standing on
the beach. 3 And He spoke many things to them in parables, saying, “Behold, the sower went
out to sow; 4 and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate
them up. 5 Others fell on the rocky places, where they did not have much soil; and
immediately they sprang up, because they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun had risen,
they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. 7 Others fell among
the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them out. 8 And others fell on the good soil
and yielded a crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty. 9 He who has ears, let
him hear.” 10 And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in
parables?” 11 Jesus answered them, “To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been granted. 12 For whoever has, to him more
shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has
shall be taken away from him. 13 Therefore I speak to them in parables; because while seeing
they do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 14 In their case
the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, ‘YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT
WILL NOT UNDERSTAND; YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE; 15
FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, WITH THEIR EARS THEY
SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES, OTHERWISE THEY WOULD
SEE WITH THEIR EYES, HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR
HEART AND RETURN, AND I WOULD HEAL THEM.’ 16 But blessed are your eyes, because
they see; and your ears, because they hear. 17 For truly I say to you that many prophets and
righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and
did not hear it. 18 Hear then the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the
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kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been
sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road. 20 The one on
whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary,
and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls away. 22
And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word,
and the worry of the world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it becomes
unfruitful. 23 And the one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who
hears the word and understands it; who indeed bears fruit and brings forth, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty.” (Matthew 13:1-23)

This parable focused upon the Gospel and the impact of it upon people’s lives. Jesus explained the
parable to His disciples and then told them how they were blessed because their eyes were open and
their ears have heard (vv. 14, 16). They were blessed because they had heard things for which the
prophets waited. Saint Peter said about them that they were, “seeking to know what person or time
the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the
glories to follow” (1Peter 1:11).

Some people may ask one of two questions. First, why did Jesus guard the truth by speaking in
parables? Jesus answered this in verse 13, “Therefore I speak to them in parables; because while
seeing they do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.” Saint Peter
shed additional light on this in his Epistle when he was teaching about the false teachers that he
prophesied would come into the church and had been troubling the church:

For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having
known it, to turn away from the holy commandment handed on to them. It has happened to
them according to the true proverb, ‘A DOG RETURNS TO ITS OWN VOMIT,” and, “A sow,
after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire’” (2 Peter 2:21-22).

Peter said that that it “would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than
having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment handed on to them” (v. 21). Jesus taught
in parables as a means of grace by reducing the amount of light given to those that would not
respond to His Gospel message. On the Day of Judgment, everyone will be accountable to God for
how they responded to and used the information that they had. Paul said, “So then each one of us
will give an account of himself to God” (Romans 14:12). A half dozen other verses in the Bible say
that we are judged according to our deeds, meaning the fruit which we bore with the knowledge we
were granted. [For further information see the following: Job 34:11; Ps 62:12; Pr 24:12; Jer 17:10;
Jer 32:19; Mt 16:27; 1Co 3:8; 2Co 5:10; Re 2:23; Rev 20:12; and Rev 22:12.] This is the meaning of
the parable of the soils; we are accountable to what we have heard although only one of the soils
produced any fruit. Three of them are what Jesus called the “broad road” (Matthew 7:13). Only the
seed that fell on the good soil produced any fruit, and then the production was in different measures.
Additionally note that fruit bearing is evidence of salvation, not the cause of it (Ephesians 2:8-10).
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Second, some have asked the question, What about the heathen in far off places that have never
heard the Gospel, how will they be judged? [Hint: See Romans 1:19.] In this case, we need to set
back, reconsider the question, and ask a different one. The question we should ask is what about us,
what have we heard and what fruit have we born in response to the testimony of God’s Word in the
Bible?

Saint John wrote about the differences between the unfruitful hearers and those whom responded to
the Gospel by producing good works for the Lord Jesus:

9 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater; for the testimony of
God is this, that He has testified concerning His Son. 10 The one who believes in the Son of
God has the testimony in himself; the one who does not believe God has made Him a liar,
because he has not believed in the testimony that God has given concerning His Son. 11 And
the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who
has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life. 13 These
things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know
that you have eternal life. (1 John 5:9-13)

Even though we work alongside the other types of soil, as believers in Jesus Christ we can rest
assured that God will accomplish the good works that He began within us (Philippians 1:6). Our
good works flow out of our faith in Jesus Christ. Though some will produce more than others (as we
saw in the parable), each believer will produce something precious in the eyes of the Lord. As we
saw in the first reading it’s important to act upon the information that we have been provided before
it’s too late.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. We read in the Gospel lesson the subject of fruit bearing of the four different types of soils. What
would you understand “fruit” to represent? What are some worries or other distractions that make
you unfruitful in your Christian life?

2. What are some fields in which you have the opportunity to sow seed?

3. Some have untaken the challenge of going about their lives as “soil testers” or “fruit inspectors.”
Based upon what you have learned today why is such a “ministry” ungodly?

Readings for the Week  

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/071314.cfm    

First Reading Isaiah 55:10-11

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/071314.cfm
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Second Reading Romans 8:18-23

Gospel Reading Matthew 13:1-23

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at:  http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

 

Introductory Bible Study

Introductory Bible Study
 

In referring to angels, the Bible has this verse in it: “Are they not all ministering spirits sent

forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation?” (Hebrews 1:14) Please consider the following

thought material:

http://www.biblegateway.com/
http://www.lockman.org/
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/bible-studies/introductory-bible-study/
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(1) Can you ever remember a time when you had something which you could describe as an
angelic intervention?

 (2) What is salvation? Do we all inherit salvation by default or do only good people inherit it?

 (3) Upon what standard should we judge ourselves good, and bad?
Let’s say that we decided that our standard would be the Golden Rule, which is to do unto
others as you would have done unto yourself. Then, on this basis, how are each of us doing
according to this self-imposed standard? Be honest. For myself, I fall far short upon the basis
of the Golden Rule.

I have spent a fair amount of time looking at other religions including Mormonism, Jehovah

Witness, and Islam. This is in comparison to Christianity, which I hesitate to call a religion but will

do so for the sake of argument. All of the former religions have doctrines that state something like

“don’t question our infallible authority”. The word Islam means submit. Christianity teaches

something quite different, that you should test everything. The Bible says in the New Testament:

“Test all things; hold fast what is good.” (I Thessalonians chapter 5 verse 21)

The Story of Job

Job, pronounced ‘Jobe’, is one of the oldest books in the Bible. It was written around 1,500 BC

and dealt with events which happened around 2000 BC. Job was one of the books found in the caves

around Qumran beginning in 1947. These Dead Sea Scrolls as the came to be called were exact

manuscript copies of the Jewish Bibles in existence around 200BC. In fact, fragments or complete

copies of all of the books of the Old Testament were found there except for one, which was the book

of Esther. These finds confirm the unchanged nature of the modern Bible, which has only minor

differences primarily in the spelling of names. Job was an old dude that made some pretty amazing

statements. You see he was very prosperous and living high on the hog, but according to God, was

also a righteous and good man. Job recognized that he was a sinner though, as all of us are. The New

Testament reveals a similar view of mankind: “…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of

God.” (Romans 3:23)  Job made an interesting statement in chapter 19, verses 25- 27:
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For I know that my Redeemer lives,
And He shall stand at last on the earth;
And after my skin is destroyed, this I know,
That in my flesh I shall see God,
Whom I shall see for myself,
And my eyes shall behold, and not another.
How my heart yearns within me!

Remember that this was written around 2000 years before Christ, most likely during the patriarchal

period, well before the Prophets of the Bible. Copies of the book of Job were found among the Dead

Sea Scrolls dating to at least 200 BC. Job said that his “skin is destroyed,” but somehow he will

stand in his flesh and see God. How could this be? Let’s continue with our Bible study, and learning,

but testing and questioning everything, remembering what we read in First Thessalonians. 5:21. Yes,

Job was looking for a Redeemer way back in 2000BC. The theme of a coming Redeemer was woven

throughout the Old Testament Bible. The Bible says that Job was a righteous man: “There was a man

in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was blameless and upright, and one who

feared God and shunned evil.” (Job 1:1) Why did Job even need a redeemer, if he was a righteous

man? Let’s jump to the New Testament, to the book of Romans again, chapter 6 verse 23: “For the

wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” This passage says

that our wages, or payment, for sin is our death. Sounds like a bad deal to me! Remember what we

said in Romans 3:23 that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Yes, Job was a sinner, and

died as one, although he enjoyed a long life.

The Bible records that mankind fell into a sinful state immediately after they were created.

The story is recorded in the first book of Moses, called Genesis, in Chapter 3. It was after man

turned against God that the concept of a sacrifice for sin arose. You see, God immediately killed an

animal to provide clothing for our lovely couple Adam and Eve! “Also for Adam and his wife the

LORD God made tunics of skin, and clothed them.” (Genesis 3:21) The poor little animal did not sin,

but our poor little sheep or whatever suffered the ultimate price for what our human beings did

against God! Let’s look at it another way. We talked about the Golden Rule as a standard of judging

ourselves. And if we were honest, we would admit that we fall short on that general scale. What
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standard would God use for judging us? Since God is perfect, would He use His own perfect

standard? On that basis, who is righteous? Where would Job fall on this scale? Would he indeed fall

far short of the perfect standard? Where would we fall on the basis of this perfect scale of judgment?

I know that I would fall far short.

Prophesy Concerning the Coming Redeemer

Back to the theme of the coming Redeemer that Job was looking for way back in 2000 BC.

Most school kids know the name of the city that Jesus was born in — Bethlehem. You may be

surprised to find out that some 700 years before Christ (BC) there was a prediction made by a

prophet named Micah. This has also been found in the Dead Sea Scrolls which date back to around

200BC. Here is the verse from Micah 5:2:

But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
Though you are little among the thousands of Judah,
Yet out of you shall come forth to Me
The One to be Ruler in Israel,
Whose goings forth are from of old,
From everlasting.

Ephrathah is the region in which Jesus’ birthplace of Bethlehem was found. You may be surprised to

find out that at the time of Jesus, there were two cities called Bethlehem. This prophesy identified

the exact village where He was actually born. It also identified that the Ruler would come from an

eternal identity and would be everlasting. Only God could have fulfilled this role of eternal Ruler.

There are hundreds of other prophesies in the Jewish Old Testament Bible which not only

predict how and when Jesus would come, but also predict how he would die. Isaiah 53 records this

about the coming Messiah Jesus:

Surely He has borne our griefs
And carried our sorrows;
Yet we esteemed Him stricken,
Smitten by God, and afflicted. 
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But He was wounded for our transgressions,
He was bruised for our iniquities;
The chastisement for our peace was upon Him,
And by His stripes we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray;
We have turned, every one, to his own way;
And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.

Sidetrack: Why You Can Believe the Bible

During my research to prove the existence of God, I discovered that there were at least four

types of evidence for proof of truth in the Bible. Here is what I found:

(1) Prophesy evidence, like we just looked at.

(2) Historical evidence, what history writers have said about Jesus and events in the Bible
from primarily non-Christian authors such as Josephus.

(3) Manuscript evidence, which means looking at the number of copies of the Bible and the
lack of variation between the copies. We find that there are many thousands of copies of the
Bible with almost no difference between them. This is one of the best documented facts of
history.

(4) Statistical evidence, in which the science of probability and statistics is applied to the
Bible. For an excellent analysis of this, I suggest the book A Skeptics Search for God by Ralph
Muncaster.

(5) Evidence of changed lives, in which people have left lives of drug addiction, alcoholism,
pornography addictions, and a variety of other ills.

Back to the Study!

Most of us would not doubt that Abraham Lincoln lived, in the same way we trust that Jesus

also lived from a historical perspective. From the same historical perspective you will notice that
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many folks visit the grave of Abraham Lincoln, but there is no grave for Jesus Christ because Jesus is

alive in Heaven. Even with all of the false prophets on the TV screen these days, none are talking

about visiting a grave containing the body of Jesus. During the time that I attended a Roman

Catholic Church, I viewed the TV preachers like Ken Copeland as somehow representing the entire

non-Catholic Christian church. I found out later that these folks were, in my opinion, false prophets

— liars, which the Christian church abhors. Their ministries, which seem to be chiefly designed to

take away people’s money, do so at the additional expense of their follower’s eternal souls!

Previously, we saw the beginnings of the practice of sacrifice of an innocent for our sin. This

practice was a hallmark of the Old Testament Bible. We also read about what the New Testament

book of Romans said about sin – that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and that the

power of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 3:23 and

6:23) According to God, the gift of eternal life is something that cannot be earned, but it must be

received. Unless you receive it, it’s not your gift. Think of your family Christmas tree where a small

gift somehow got lost behind the tree and was not located until after the New Year. Even though it

was purchased for you, it was not YOUR gift until you found it and opened it. This is a crude analogy

to the way that Salvation comes through Jesus Christ. Jesus bought your redemption, but you have to

trust and believe in the gift — it will not be forced upon you.

The Old Testament records the following in regards to our inherent nature to sin. The book of

Ecclesiastes was another one of the books found in the Dead Sea Scrolls dating to 200BC. This

passage reads much like the New Testament statement we read in Romans.  Ecclesiastes 7:20 says:

“For there is not a just man on earth who does good and does not sin.” We see continuity on the

theme of our imperfect human, sinful nature.  In the following section on Exodus, we will find the

description of the law provided by God to Moses. The law convicts us of our sin.

The New Testament book of Galatians in chapter 3 verse 19 says: “What purpose then does

the law serve? It was added because of transgressions, till the Seed should come to whom the
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promise was made; and it was appointed through angels by the hand of a mediator.” The purpose of

the law  was to show us that we are sinners. In our conscience, inherently, we know what is sinful

and what is not.  We know that murdering a person is wrong.  We know that stealing is wrong.  The

Old Testament law simply codified this.  The law made a firm standard for what was wrong, and

showed us how when we sin we can be forgiven, because all of us are of a sinful nature.  The

beginning of the law was really when God condemned Cain for killing his brother Abel in which the

specific act of murder was condemned.  But the formal law came about through what we know as

the Ten Commandments.  These were delivered by God to Moses who is the person that delivered

the Hebrew people from their slavery in Egypt. This is the history revealed in the book of Exodus.

The Exodus

In the Old Testament book of Exodus, we find the order from God to Moses for the Hebrew

people to flee from their slavery in Egypt. This was during the time of the Pharaohs, mummies, and

Pyramids. Moses predecessor Joseph was highly favored among the Pharaohs. Once Joseph died, the

Egyptians turned against the Jews and made them their slaves.  The commandment to kill an

innocent lamb and spread the blood on the door posts was made by God with the promise that all of

the first born children would be spared throughout the land in any home in which this was done. The

Jews followed this commandment and were saved through faith in the promise by God, and all of the

first born of the Egyptians died that evening. Here is the story In Exodus Chapter 12:

Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying,This month shall be
your beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year to you.Speak to all the
congregation of Israel, saying: On the tenth of this month every man shall take for himself a
lamb, according to the house of his father, a lamb for a household.And if the household is too
small for the lamb, let him and his neighbor next to his house take it according to the number
of the persons; according to each man’s need you shall make your count for the lamb.Your
lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year. You may take it from the sheep or
from the goats.Now you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month. Then the
whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight.And they shall take some
of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses where they eat
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it.Then they shall eat the flesh on that night; roasted in fire, with unleavened bread and with
bitter herbs they shall eat it.Do not eat it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but roasted in

fire–its head with its legs and its entrails.  You shall let none of it remain until morning, and
what remains of it until morning you shall burn with fire.And thus you shall eat it: with a belt
on your waist, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. So you shall eat it in
haste. It is the LORD’s Passover. For I will pass through the land of Egypt on that night, and
will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods
of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD.Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the
houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall
not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. So this day shall be to you a
memorial; and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD throughout your generations. You
shall keep it as a feast by an everlasting ordinance. (Exodus 12:1-17)

Through faith in the sacrifice of an innocent lamb, the death of the first born of all the Jews

was prevented.  This was also commanded to be done in future generations in remembrance – known

to Jews as the Passover feast.  This is what the Jews celebrate to this very day — Passover.  Of

course the Egyptians did not follow this commandment from God, and as a result they lost all of their

firstborn children (and animals).  This led to Egypt allowing the Jews to flee.  Almost immediately

though, the Egyptians had second thoughts and pursued the Jews into the Red Sea where the Lord

parted the waters for safe passage.  Once the Egyptians were part way across the sea, God caused

confusion among the pursuing soldiers and disabled their chariots.  When all of the Jews were safely

on the other side, the sea was closed again and death came swiftly to the pursuing army. 

We talked about the Golden Rule, which is a common standard for judging ourselves.  What

standard do you think that God would judge us by?  Does it seem sensible that he would use His own

standard?  If so, and God is perfect, then where would we fall upon His scale.  The Bible says about

Heaven in Revelation 21:27: “But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causesan

abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.”

On that basis, who would be good enough to enter Heaven when they die?  Even if we had one single

sin, even if it was a sin revealed only in our consciences and not specifically through the law, God
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would keep us out of Heaven.

Now we shall return to the subject of the Redeemer that the Old Testament prophets spoke

about.  John the Baptist was a man that was born shortly before Jesus.  He came announcing the

arrival of the much predicted Messiah Jesus.  In the Gospel of John, which was a man by the same

name but was one of Jesus’ disciples, John the Baptist proclaimed Jesus as the Lamb of God.  John

1:29: “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, Behold! The Lamb of God who

takes away the sin of the world!” (emphasis added) You see, the birth, life, and death of Jesus

were the fulfillment of thousands of years of prophesies going all the way back to our old friend Job,

and our lovers in the Garden of Eden; Adam and Eve.  God knew from the eternity past that the

only way to redeem mankind was to present Himself into the form of a man and offer this perfect

sinless sacrifice for all of the sins of mankind.  This is not something that can be earned – we cannot

earn the acts of a sovereign God in sending Jesus, but we must accept it in order for the gift to be

OUR  GIFT. Revelation 3:20 records “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My

voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.” Ephesians 2:8-9

says: “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of

God,not of works, lest anyone should boast.” Another name for the gift, is grace, which means

“undeserved merit.” Actually, we deserve eternal punishment in Hell for our sin. John 3:3 says:

“Jesus answered and said to him, Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot

see the kingdom of God.”

We are born physically alive, but spiritually dead.  When we believe, we can be born

spiritually and we will see a great change in our lives. We may not have a feeling, but we will know

that something is different.  This is what we call being born again.  When you begin to believe in the

absolute truth of God revealed in the Bible, you have to realize that you can either be absolutely

right, or absolutely wrong.  In either case, you are still a sinner.  But when you are born again, you

have HOPE.  Hope is what differentiates a born again believer from someone that has not trusted in

Jesus. Jesus, in the New Testament book of John records: “Jesus said to him, I am the way, the truth,

and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” (John 14:6) Jesus is the only way.  Our
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Good works won’t do it.  Church attendance won’t either. Only Jesus can.  Jesus is the Passover

Lamb that died for our sins!  All that we have to do is believe.  I need to make one more very

important point here.  If you are curious about what God has shown you through the Bible verses

that you have read, then without a doubt you are being called.  You should continue to seek God and

answer the call.  Talk to others around you that you know are Christians.  Ask them what God has

done in their lives.

Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among
men by which we must be saved. Acts 4:12

You may ask if I believe, what must I do to be saved.  The answer can be found in Romans
Chapter 10:

that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.For with the heart one believes unto
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.For the Scripture says,
Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame. For there is no distinction between Jew
and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him.For whoever calls on
the name of the LORD shall be saved. (Romans 10:9-13)

Does this sound too simple? It is. Salvation is a free gift. Our main problem is that we want to

do something to earn it.  We cannot, it has been purchased for us.  All we have to do is to seek God,

and He guarantees you that He will show Himself to you.  I have watched God work in the lives of

dozens of people.  I am absolutely sure that He will work in your life! I know that I called upon God

and He answered me!

The next things that we need to discuss are the attributes of God. Many people have a

personal view of God which may or may not be correct. They may be absolutely wrong in their view. 

Or their god may not really be God at all.  For years my god was myself, I sought pleasure as my

source of personal fulfillment. Here is what God says about Himself in His book, the Bible.
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(1) God is a Holy God.

The word holy means separate.  When applied to God, holy means apart from sin.  Heaven as a place

of God is holy. “And there shall in no wise enter into it [Heaven] anything that defileth…” (Revelation

21:27 KJV). People measure themselves by many different standards.  These include (A) their own

standards, (B) society’s ever changing standards, and (C) their church or other religious institution’s

(or cult’s) standards. It is worthwhile to ask ourselves where we fall upon these standards of

judgment. Are we at the top of our class in our own standards? What about the standard set by our

society? Since God is holy, He measures us by His holy standard.  If God measured us according to

His holy standard, where would we fall?  The answer according to God, is FAR SHORT.  Remember,

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  (Romans 3:23)  If we measured anyone against

this standard, where would they fall?  Again, they would fall FAR SHORT.

Since God is Holy, and Heaven is God’s home and is also holy, would anyone be good enough

to earn his or her way to Heaven?

(2) God is a God of Justice

The Bible records in Genesis 18:25: “Shall not the Judge of the earth do right?” (Genesis

18:25c) God must do right. Let’s suppose that a person measured up to God’s standard of perfection,

he fulfilled all of the requirements.  What would God have to do? The answer is that He would have

to let him into Heaven.

Here are several illustrations that help to explain the concept of justice.

(A) Suppose that I killed a person, went to the judge, and he let me go.  Would that be just?

(B) Suppose that I killed a person, went to the judge and told him I am sorry I won’t do it
again.  Then the judge let me go.  Would this be just?

(C) Suppose that I killed a person, went to the judge and told him that I’m sorry,   I won’t do
it again, and I will do some good deeds to make up for the murder of the person.  Would that
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be just?

The key concept of God’s justice is that sin demands punishment.  God cannot excuse or overlook
sin. 

In light of God’s holiness and justice, who deserves punishment and is anyone good enough to

earn their way to Heaven? The answer is ALL deserve punishment, and no one is good enough to

earn their way to Heaven. 

(3) God is a God of Love

God cannot violate His holiness or his justice.  He cannot tell us that I love you; I know that

you have sinned, and technically you cannot go to Heaven but I will let you in anyway.  God’s love

cannot violate his holiness and justice.  He has to satisfy them.  How? To satisfy God’s justice,

someone has to pay the punishment for our sins.  We need a substitute.  I cannot pay the punishment

for your sins because I have also sinned.  The only one that can pay the punishment for our sins is

somebody who has never sinned.  The only one that has never sinned is God.  How can God die for

our sins?  The only way that God could die for our sins is to become a man.

For God so loved the world that he gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  For God sent not
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him
might be saved. (Gospel of John 3:16-17 KJV)

But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us. (Romans 5:8 KJV)

Jesus Christ died for your sins past, present, and future.  Does that mean that everyone is

going to Heaven?  No. What determines who goes to Heaven?  What is the difference between

the sinner, and the redeemed forgiven sinner?  There is a condition that must be met for those that

are going to Heaven.  Those who meet the condition MUST go to Heaven.  Those who do not meet
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the condition MUST go to Hell. This condition is shown below.

(4) God is a God of Mercy

The condition that we must meet in order to go to Heaven is found in the book of Romans,

and it reveals God’s attribute of mercy. The Book of Romans was written by the apostle Paul to

Gentiles (non-Jewish people) like myself:

that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart
that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.For with the heart
one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation.For the Scripture says, Whoever believes on Him will not be put to
shame. For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord
over all is rich to all who call upon Him. For whoever calls on the name of the
LORD shall be saved. (Romans 10:9-13)

What does the Bible promise if you meet the condition of God’s mercy?  The answer is, you

WILL BE SAVED.  When we look at the passage in Romans above, we see several things.

(A) You must believe that you are a sinner and as a condition of God’s justice is headed to
Hell. 
Hell = No Hope

(B) You must receive the free gift of salvation without believing that you can earn it by good
works. After this God’s justice and mercy requires that you go to Heaven.  
Heaven = Hope, through the Promise by God through saving faith.

The Bible says:

“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will
come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.” (Revelation 3:20) 

You have to believe and answer the calling from the Lord Jesus to save you. He will not force you to
do this.
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