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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 9-14-2014. This week, we open with an interesting
reading from the Book of Numbers in which we see the incident of the fiery serpents inflicting the
Israelites during their forty-year wanderings. Then we move on to the second reading from Saint
Paul’s Letter to the Philippians, where we study the theological term known as the “kenosis,” which
means “emptying.” Then we conclude with the Gospel lesson from John in which we see Jesus draw
an analogy between the lifting up of Moses’ bronze serpent in the wilderness and His crucifixion on
the cross.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from the Book of Numbers and deals with a time when the Israelites were angry
with God. The context of the message today is between two military victories of the Israelites. In the
first one, they trusted God and asked Him for a significant military victory over the Canaanites. God
had granted them this victory, and the destruction was to such great extent that they named the

Page # 1 of 33 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/born-from-above/


https://www.christiansforchrist.com/lectionary/638-2/
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/lectionary/638-2/

Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

place with the Hebrew word translated “Hormah,” which means “destruction” (Numbers 21:1-3).
Their second military victory was over the Amorites, who came after King Sihon of that region
refused to allow the Israelites passage through his territory. This was another of the significant
battles that occurred along their many campsites, just before their encounter with the infamous false
prophet Balaam, beginning in chapter 22. You may remember that Balaam was the one whom God
corrected through a talking donkey.

Note: We began the reading at verse 4 to provide some context.

First Reading:

Numbers 21:4-9 Then they set out from Mount Hor by the way of the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; and the people became impatient because of the journey. 5 The people
spoke against God and Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this miserable food.” 6 The
LORD sent fiery serpents among the people and they bit the people, so that many people of
Israel died. 7 So the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, because we have
spoken against the LORD and you; intercede with the LORD, that He may remove the serpents
from us.” And Moses interceded for the people. 8 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery
serpent, and set it on a standard; and it shall come about, that everyone who is bitten, when he
looks at it, he will live.” 9 And Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on the standard; and it
came about, that if a serpent bit any man, when he looked to the bronze serpent, he lived.

On the heels of their victory over the Amorites, the Israelites went “around the land of Edom” (v. 4)
instead of through it, because the Edomites forbade them to pass through their land (Exodus
20:14-21). The people were angry towards both their leader in heaven and their earthly, visible
leader, Moses (v. 5). Their five-count indictment against them is given in verse 5: 1. They shouldn’t
have led them out of Egypt, 2. God didn’t provide them with water 3. They were led to the
wilderness to die, 4. God didn’t provide them with enough food, and 5. They hated the food they
were given, literally “light bread” in the original language. God responded to their accusations with
a summary judgment which He then executed by sending “fiery serpents” among them which bit
them resulting in many deaths (v. 6). These animals were likely called “fiery” because of their color,
the effect they had in causing a burning sensation after they bit someone, or even perhaps as a
description of some characteristic of the animal itself either in temperament or some physical
characteristic. Regardless of the nature of the beasts, they were sent to execute God’s judgment
upon the people and draw them to repentance, something that we see happened in verse 7. “So the
people came to Moses and said, ‘We have sinned, because we have spoken against the LORD and
you; intercede with the LORD, that He may remove the serpents from us.”” Moses, a type of Christ,
was the one the people turned to intercede for them. Evidently, Moses spoke to God and then
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instructed Moses to construct a model of the fiery serpent, place it on a pole, and then put it before
those afflicted by the reptile it represented. When the people looked at the bronze serpent, they
were healed (v. 9). God gave the people an antidote that required faith in the object and showed that
God possessed power over the fiery serpent represented by the object. The object they looked at was
very similar to the image of the snake on a pole that can be seen today in many medical
establishments, including hospitals and ambulances. God didn’t take away the serpents; instead, He
required the people to turn to Him in faith for healing once the cursed creation had deeply inflicted
them.

Have you ever found yourself angry with God for no other reason than you knew in your conscience
that it was His fault? I remember once when I was a child, out playing in the sandy field behind my
house, that something happened with something I was building, and I became extremely angry. I
don’t remember if it was some earthen tunnel I had dug that had collapsed, or whether some
imaginary structure couldn’t be completed. However, it is only now, some fifty-plus years later, that
I can confess that at that moment I cursed God. Deep down, I knew that cursing God was the very
worst thing that I could do. Even many years later, I remember there was power in it! Even though I
was an altar boy and went to mass every Sunday and holy day, I knew it was God’s fault. A few
minutes later, I knew I had done something terribly wrong and begged God for forgiveness.

There was more to the people’s sin than may be obvious in a temporal reading of the text. Their sin
was tantamount to rejecting God, their Savior, which is the only unpardonable sin in the Bible. The
theological principle from the reading was that when the people believed that God had the power to
heal them by viewing the bronze serpent, they were healed. In the same way our sins are forgiven
when we turn in faith to God through our one mediator Jesus Christ (1 Timothy 2:5). Paul said in
Romans “that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised
Him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9).

As a side note, was what was going on with Moses with the construction of the serpent a violation of
the Second Commandment as given in Exodus 20:4? God had told them, “You shall not make for
yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water
under the earth” (Exodus 20:4). No, it was not, for two reasons. First, it was God who forbade the
people from making the sign. In this case, God commanded Moses to create the bronze serpent.
Second, the serpent didn’t represent something in heaven. One can wonder about Moses’ reaction to
God’s command to build the graven image of the serpent. Did Moses have any misconceptions about
building the bronze serpent because he anticipated what would happen to the image after the
Israelites passed through the wilderness?
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You may wonder what became of the bronze serpent? Just as it may be anticipated, it became the
object of worship. This is recorded in 2 Kings 18 as follows:

1 Now it came about in the third year of Hoshea, the son of Elah king of Israel, that Hezekiah
the son of Ahaz king of Judah became king. 2 He was twenty-five years old when he became
king, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was Abi the
daughter of Zechariah. 3 He did right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father
David had done. 4 He removed the high places and broke down the sacred pillars and cut
down the Asherah. He also broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made, for until
those days the sons of Israel burned incense to it; and it was called Nehushtan. (2 Kings
18:1-4, emphasis added.)

There was nothing new under the sun in those days in Israel. We need to be careful not to trust in a
physical object, as if it has the power to heal, save, or provide for us. Only God is worthy of our
hearts’ deep trust and worship.

Introduction to the Second Reading

The second reading is from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Philippians. This Book is one of the Prison
Epistles written by Paul during his imprisonment in Rome and addressed to the believers in the city
of Philippi, the first town in Macedonia where Paul established a church. The Book’s central theme is
Paul’s expression of the ideal for believers to achieve Christlikeness. This is evident in the verses
leading up to the reading in which Paul said, “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with
humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for
your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others” (Philippians 2:3-4).

Second Reading:

Phil 2:6-11 5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although
He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but

emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8
Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point
of death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed
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on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE
WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every
tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Paul said that Christ willingly emptied Himself of the independent use of His divine attributes during
His earthly ministry. This is known by the theological term “kenosis,” which comes from the Greek
word for “emptiness.” The “kenosis” is a very difficult theological principle to understand. How
could Jesus do miracles yet at the same time have emptied Himself of his divine attributes? Jesus
was (and is) always God, but when He came to earth, he willingly submitted Himself to His Father’s
plan, including not using His divine power independently of the Father’s will. Jesus emptied
Himself and took the form of a servant and was obedient to God the Father to the point of death,
even death by the most outrageous form possible, the cross (v. 8). Paul affirmed that there is no
other Name higher than the Lord Jesus (v. 9) and that everyone, including nonbelievers, will one day
confess that Jesus is Lord (v. 11). People who seek Jesus and believe in Jesus through faith are saved
in a similar way that the Israelites looked at God’s symbolic serpent that Moses lifted up in the
wilderness. As we move to the Gospel lesson, we will see how Jesus referred to that incident.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The Gospel reading is from the Gospel of John and contains the famous verse often held up on signs
at sporting events, John 3:16. The context of reading is that it deals with a conversation between
Jesus and the Pharisee Nicodemus, who was also a member of the Jewish ruling council known as
the Sanhedrin (John 3:1). Nicodemus met with Jesus as night (Nick at Night) likely because he was
concerned about the reactions of his colleagues. During the dialogue, Jesus cut to the chase and told
him, “You must be born again to enter the kingdom of heaven” (v. 3). Jesus then explained the
necessity for a person to be invisibly and supernaturally born spiritually after their obvious natural
birth in order for them to become a citizen of the kingdom of heaven. Jesus used the analogy of the
wind, which in the Greek is the same word as “spirit” (pneuma). He said, “The wind blows where it
wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so
is everyone who is born of the Spirit” (v. 8). Unlike the natural birth, which is evident to all, a
person’s spiritual birth is a mystery that comes about through faith in the only object capable of
saving anyone, Jesus Christ. Saving faith must have an object, and that object is Jesus Christ.

As you read, take note of the ups and downs you encounter in the text.
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Gospel Reading:

John 3: 13-17 13 No one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from heaven: the
Son of Man. 14 As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man
be lifted up; 15 so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life. 16 For God so loved the
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but
have eternal life. 17 For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that
the world might be saved through Him.

Jesus said that He was the only Man that ever came from heaven (v. 13). Though as we saw in the
second reading that Jesus allowed Himself to be lifted up on the cross in humiliation, He was
triumphant in winning salvation for anyone who looks to Him in faith for eternal life (vv. 14-15). God
didn’t provide Jesus’ sacrifice because of our goodness or merit, but because of His great love for us
(v. 16, Ephesians 2:8-9). God sent His Holy Spirit to be the judge of sin in the world, but sent His
Son so that through His death, those who believe may be saved through faith in Him (v. 17). The way
that Moses lifted up the bronze serpent is similar to those who hold signs containing Bible verses at
sporting events. Though some may chide the people who lift up signs reading John 3:16, salvation
through faith in Jesus Christ is critical.

Just how important is all of this theological discussion in our lives? Let me provide an illustration to
show how it can be a life-or-death matter. I used to frequent a particular restaurant for breakfast on
my way to work in the morning. One day, [ sat down at one of the stools on the lunch counter next to
a man whom I had never seen there before. I felt a certain nudging in my heart, so I conversed with
the man. We began talking, and I learned a bit about his life and how his wife had recently passed
away. As we continued to talk, we began to build a friendship and agreed to meet again the
following day. I met with him over the next several weeks and discussed God and the Bible. One
afternoon, after we had met, he reached the point where he knelt down and expressed his faith in
the Lord Jesus. As the tears began to flow from his eyes, I looked up and he told me something that
shook me to the core of my being. He asked me if I remembered the morning that we met. I said yes,
and he continued. He told me that this was the morning on which he had planned to end his life. He
had written a note and was driving to where he would carry out his plan, but had decided to stop for
one last meal. After we met that morning, he told me that he knew that God had spoken to him and
that he had changed his mind. Belief in Jesus Christ can be a life-or-death matter.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection
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1. We noted that one of Paul’s driving motivations in the Book of Philippians was to urge believers
to become Christlike in their behavior. In the introduction to the Gospel lesson, we mentioned how
believers were born spiritually through God’s invisible hand in their lives. In light of these concepts,
how does one know that they have been born in the spiritual sense? What are some attributes that
you should expect to see in a person who has been born in a spiritual sense?

2. In the second reading, we discussed the concept of the kenosis and how Jesus emptied Himself of
His independent use of His divine attributes. Can you recount a time in which you were in a position
of authority, but instead of using this authority, acted humbly and chose a different plan of action,
even though you would have been rightfully justified in exercising your power? How does this relate
to how Jesus “held back” during His earthly ministry?

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 4-12-2015

Christians t

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 4-12-2015. Since this Sunday marks the first week
after the celebration of Easter, the readings for today are focused upon the activities that occurred
immediately after Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. Since the grave could not hold Jesus, if we have
faith in Him we can trust that someday we too will rise from the dead with an incorruptible body.
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The first reading is from the Book of Acts. A lot had happened by the time we reach the end of
chapter 4 where we pick up with today’s reading. Jesus had already been taken up to heaven in a
cloud (Acts 1:9). Afterwards, Peter addressed a gathering of about 120 believers (Acts 1:15) with the
purpose of telling how Judas’ betrayal of Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies and then
appointing Matthias as the traitor’s replacement (Acts 1:26). The Day of Pentecost had come and the
promised gift of the Person of the Holy Spirit had been sent (2:1-3). This event launched the full-
scale ministry of the apostles to the Jews, which later extended to the Gentiles and the whole world.
The church was growing at a frantic pace during this time. In fact, the number of believers began to
expand exponentially, from just 11 to 3,000 in a very short time. “And the Lord was adding to their
number day by day those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47b). There was a special emphasis placed
upon the ministries of preaching (prophecy), fellowship, communion, prayer and giving. In Chapter
3, we see the beginning of the powerful healing ministry of the disciples with the healing of a man
that had been lame from birth (Acts 3:1-9). God used these events evangelistically as a powerful
testimony of the supremacy of Jesus as well as to embolden and strengthen the believers in the
growing church.

Acts 4:32-35 NAS95 32 And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul; and
not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own, but all things were common
property to them. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of
the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all. 34 For there was not a needy person among
them, for all who were owners of land or houses would sell them and bring the proceeds of the sales
35 and lay them at the apostles’ feet, and they would be distributed to each as any had need.

The Book of Acts is one of various stages of transitions in the church. As the church grew, it was
marked at this stage by unity, being “one heart and soul” (v. 32). The showed their unity by pooling
their resources and sharing everything that they had (v.32). This generosity came from their
newfound relationship with Jesus Who gave everything for them (v. 33, “abundant grace was upon
them all”). Can you imagine the attractive quality of a church where people are generous and the
needs of the people are met by the sacrifices that each one would make? This type of church could
probably be an inspiration for us today in how to live generously with our brothers and sisters in the
Lord working towards unity.

As we transition to the second reading, we find out from Saint John how to be unified in a doctrinal
sense. At this point in church history, many people were claiming to be Christians but were not truly
born of God. John wrote this letter to help people understand the characteristics of a true believer in
Jesus.

1 John 5:1-6 NAS95 1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and whoever loves
the Father loves the child born of Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we
love God and observe His commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His
commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome. 4 For whatever is born of God
overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world-our faith. 5 Who is the one
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who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 6 This is the One who
came by water and blood, Jesus Christ; not with the water only, but with the water and with the
blood. It is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.

John said that “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ” is “born of God” (v. 1). Since this is the
crux of knowing whether a person is a true believer, it’s important for us to understand a couple of
main points. First, what does it mean to believe that Jesus is the Christ? The word translated
“Christ” is “Christos” in the original meaning “the anointed One” or “Messiah.” Christos brings with
it the concept of a Deliverer, the One that is coming to rescue people from their precarious position
of sin. Isaiah spoke about the Messiah when he said, “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
Because the LORD has anointed me To bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up
the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to captives And freedom to prisoners” (Isaiah 61:1). Jesus
claimed to be the Messiah and declared that this prophecy was fulfilled through Him (Luke 4:18). In
summary, to believe that Jesus is the Christ is to turn our hearts over to Him as God’s special
conduit of grace for deliverance from sin.

Second, what does it mean to be born of God? The concept of being “born of God” harkens back to
the conversation that Jesus had with Nicodemus at night recorded in the third chapter of John. In
that discussion Jesus tells Nicodemus that in order to see the kingdom of God that he must be born
again (John 3:3). We have been born physically, that is our first birth, and it is of the flesh. From the
moment we were born we are alive physically but we are dead spiritually (Ephesians 2:1). It takes an
act of God to regenerate our heart. Paul explained this further by saying, “But God, being rich in
mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our
transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)” (Ephesians
2:4-5). To be born of God is to be born from above (or again) in a spiritual sense which provides us
with eternal life.

Finally, putting these two concepts together gives us a litmus test for evaluating our hearts in

relationship to God. Anyone can claim to be a Christian and to do Christian things like going to
church but not pass the test of true faith. Saint John helps us to see that true faith begins with
trusting in Jesus for deliverance from our sin that results in our new spiritual birth.

The Gospel lesson is from the Gospel of Saint John. The context is the evening of the day we call
Easter Sunday. Mary Magdalene had just told the disciples that Jesus had risen from the dead.

19 So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them,
“Peace be with you.” 20 And when He had said this, He showed them both His hands and His side.
The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with
you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 22 And when He had said this, He breathed on
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 “If you forgive the sins of any, their sins have
been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they have been retained.” 24 But Thomas, one of
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the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples were
saying to him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the imprint
of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not
believe.” 26 After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the
doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then He said to
Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and put it into
My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 28 Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord
and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they
who did not see, and yet believed.” 30 Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the
presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these have been written so that
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His
name. (John 20:19-31)

The focus of the reading was Thomas’ doubt and then his subsequent faith upon physically
experiencing the resurrected Christ. Several points can be drawn from the text, First, notice that
Jesus entered the room without knocking, without even opening the door; He just walked right
through the wall! Talk about a grand entrance, and it’s no wonder the disciples were scared. The
point is that Jesus had supernatural powers in His new, resurrected and glorified body. Second,
although Jesus’ resurrection body was different in it’s capabilities, there was a one to one
correspondence between Jesus’ body that was crucified and laid in the grave and His resurrected
body. Jesus will be forever recognizable by the scars given to Him during His earthly lifetime.
Finally, Jesus was gentle with Thomas even though he expressed doubt among circumstances that
we may consider compelling for him to believe. Since Jesus treated Thomas with such concern even
though he doubted Him, we can be sure that Jesus walks with us through seasons of our own doubt.

Jesus bore the scars of His torture and crucifixion even after His resurrection. Although we don’t
know to what degree we will bear the scars of our own humiliation from men upon the earth, we can
be certain that God will use our “scars” as an eternal testimony of our deliverance from the powers
of darkness. We can rest assured that “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will
no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things
have passed away” (Revelation 21:4).

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. Jesus’ appearance to the disciples in His resurrection body served as a foretaste of the type of
body that all believers will receive one day when Jesus returns. Though we will never be God, we will
become like Him. Saint John said, “We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we
will see Him just as He is” (1 John 3:2b).

How does being born of God (1 John 5:1) and the resurrection of Jesus (John 20) provide hope for
you as you experience the limitations and struggles of a declining earthly body?

2. Every believer in Christ has seasons of doubt, but we can stand on God’s Word to receive
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assurance. How does Saint John’s description of true faith provide reassurance for you as you
contemplate eternity? If you haven’t put your faith in Jesus as your deliverer and would like that
reassurance, you can turn to Jesus in prayer and ask Him for the help that only He can provide.

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:

http://www.uscch.org/bible/readings/041215.cfm

First Reading ACTS 4:32-35
Second Reading 1 JN 5:1-6
Gospel Reading JN 20:19-31

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 8-17-2014
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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 8-17-2014. The readings this week all follow a central
theme, God’s revelation of the mystery of salvation being given to the Gentiles in addition to the
Jews. The Jews were always God’s chosen method of bringing light to the Gentile world. We will see
that in the first reading from Isaiah 56 and the second reading from Romans 11. Finally, in the
Gospel lesson we will see Jesus’ interaction with a Gentile woman and how her faith in Jesus’ ability
to heal her daughter provided a glimpse into God'’s plan of salvation for the Gentiles.

The first reading is from the Prophet Isaiah. Chapter 56 is in the closing section of the Book of
Isaiah, where God revealed important spiritual truths including the importance of His Word (Isaiah
55:10-11) as well as some further information about His plan of salvation for the Gentiles. In the
section immediately prior to today’s reading, God outlined His promises that He made to the
covenant people, the Jews. As you read, note that verses 2-5 which were skipped in the mass
lectionary have been added in order to provide the reader with a fuller understanding of the text.

1 Thus says the LORD, “Preserve justice and do righteousness, For My salvation is about to
come And My righteousness to be revealed. 2 How blessed is the man who does this, And the
son of man who takes hold of it; Who keeps from profaning the sabbath, And keeps his hand
from doing any evil. 3 Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the LORD say, “The
LORD will surely separate me from His people.” Nor let the eunuch say, “Behold, I am a dry
tree.” 4 For thus says the LORD, “To the eunuchs who keep My sabbaths, And choose what
pleases Me, And hold fast My covenant, 5 To them I will give in My house and within My
walls a memorial, And a name better than that of sons and daughters; I will give them an
everlasting name which will not be cut off. 6 Also the foreigners who join themselves to the
LORD, To minister to Him, and to love the name of the LORD, To be His servants, every one
who keeps from profaning the sabbath And holds fast My covenant; 7 Even those I will bring
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to My holy mountain And make them joyful in My house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and
their sacrifices will be acceptable on My altar; For My house will be called a house of prayer
for all the peoples.” (Isaiah 56:1-7)

Several important points arise from Isaiah’s prophecy. First, in light of the previous chapters in
which God recounted His promises to the Jews, He announced a charge to them to maintain a clear
conscience. In verse one He tells them to “preserve justice and do righteousness” because His
salvation would come in the future and at that point His righteousness would be revealed. For a Jew,
keeping the Law meant honoring the sabbath as well as “keepling] [their] hands from doing any evil”
(v. 3).This is a calling to all believers to walk uprightly with the knowledge of salvation that they
possess, whether Jew or Gentile. This is clear because in verse three God began to lay out further
details about his plan of salvation for the Gentiles. Second, everyone would be welcomed into God’s
kingdom who walked in faith with God including the Gentiles (foreigners) or those who felt
unwelcome in it such as the childless eunuchs. Large families were considered a blessing of God in
the Jewish world. God said that he would “give them an everlasting name which will not be cut off”
(v. 5¢) and that he would “bring [them] to [His] holy mountain and make them joyful in [His] house
of prayer” (v. 7). Finally, God revealed through Isaiah that anyone could join the Jewish community
of believers and partake in their worship and celebration of God. He said, “[His] house [would] be
called a house of prayer for all peoples” (v. 7c, emphasis added).

Although Isaiah provided additional information about God’s plan of salvation for the Gentiles
through the Jews this was not a new concept in the Bible. Even in the very first Book of the Bible
God spoke about salvation coming to all people through Abraham the father of all believers. God told
Abraham, “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My
voice” (Genesis 22:18). King David said some three hundred years earlier, “All the ends of the earth
will remember and turn to the LORD, And all the families of the nations will worship before You”
(Psalm 22:27). Earlier in Isaiah’s record he provided insight into the ultimate method that God would
use to bring salvation to the whole world. He said regarding the future Messiah Jesus, “The people
who walk in darkness will see a great light; Those who live in a dark land, The light will shine on
them” (Isaiah 9:2). Though the Jews were always a light that pointed to salvation through faith in
God, the ultimate light would be the Lord Jesus.

As we turn to the second reading, we will find additional information about God’s plan of salvation to
the Gentiles that came through the Jews. In this portion of Romans, Paul uses an analogy of an olive
tree to describe God’s saving ways. Because the Jews rejected the Messiah, some of the original
branches (the Jews) had been broken off. This grieved Paul to no end. But this made room for the
wild branch (that of the Gentiles) to be grafted into the pure olive tree (the Life of Christ). Our hope
is in God’s ability to take what is broken and make it whole again (both Jews and Gentiles). And if He
is able to do that at the macro-level, can we not trust Him to do that at the micro-level of our lives?

As you read please note that a large section of the text was omitted in the mass reading (verses
16-28 shown separated from the rest) but have been included in order to provide the full meaning of
the text.
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13 But I am speaking to you who are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle of Gentiles, I
magnify my ministry, 14 if somehow I might move to jealousy my fellow countrymen and save
some of them. 15 For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their
acceptance be but life from the dead?

16 If the first piece of dough is holy, the lump is also; and if the root is holy, the branches are
too. 17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were grafted
in among them and became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree, 18 do not be
arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant, remember that it is not you who
supports the root, but the root supports you. 19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off
so that I might be grafted in.” 20 Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you
stand by your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear; 21 for if God did not spare the natural
branches, He will not spare you, either. 22 Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to
those who fell, severity, but to you, God’s kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise
you also will be cut off. 23 And they also, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be
grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. 24 For if you were cut off from what is by
nature a wild olive tree, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how
much more will these who are the natural branches be grafted into their own olive tree? 25
For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery-so that you will not be wise
in your own estimation-that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of
the Gentiles has come in; 26 and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “THE
DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB.”
27 “THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS.” 28 From the
standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from the standpoint of God’s
choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers;

29 for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 For just as you once were
disobedient to God, but now have been shown mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so
these also now have been disobedient, that because of the mercy shown to you they also may
now be shown mercy. 32 For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy
to all. (Romans 11:13-32)

The big idea in the reading is the revelation of the “mystery” (v. 25a) that God has allowed the Jews
to be disobedient to Him for a period of time such that the Gentile believers may be “ingrafted” into
God’s plan of salvation. Paul affirmed that as the “apostle to the Gentiles” (v. 13) he hoped that
through his ministry to them that he may motivate his fellow Jews to trust in Jesus (v. 14). He said
that at some future date that all of Israel would be saved (v. 25). As Gentiles without the knowledge
of God we are being shown God’s mercy during what some commentators refer to as the “church
age.” The church was something that wasn’t reveled to the Old Testament Prophets, or even to
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Jesus’ own disciples until close to the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry. In the Old Testament the
Hebrew people were distinct from the surrounding nations because of their Law, culture, food,
temple, and their worship practices. In the New Testament, Jesus’ vision for the church would be for
us to be “in the world, but not of it” (John 17:15-16). In the reading Paul stated how the people of
God (both Jews and Gentiles) were now one.

Saint Paul revealed more revelation from God about the mystery of the church. Later in Ephesians,
God used the analogy of the love that exists between a man and a woman to show how He loves the
church. Paul said that husbands are to “love their wives as Christ loved the church and gave Himself
up for it” (Ephesians 5:25). He continued, “This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference
to Christ and the church” (Ephesians 5:32, emphasis added). Paul said more about the mystery of
the church:

4 By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of
Christ, 5 which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now
been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit; 6 to be specific, that the
Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise
in Christ Jesus through the gospel, (Ephesians 3:4-6)

How could God allow the hardness of the Jewish people’s hearts and to set them aside until the last
Gentile that desired salvation would find faith in Jesus Christ? This is one of the deep mysteries with
which Paul was wrestling. The answer, at least partially, is found in the last verse of the second
reading. “For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy to all” (v. 32). God
loves us so much that He is willing to endure the hardness of the Jews hearts until all of us Gentiles
that desire salvation find faith in Jesus Christ. The point that Paul makes throughout his letters and
the passage in Romans in particular is that we can trust God’s mercy, even if we don't fully
understand His ways.

As we move onto the Gospel lesson, remember that at this point the church age was still hidden and
God’s plan of salvation for the Gentiles through faith in Jesus’ perfect sacrifice on the cross wasn’t in
view yet. The context of the Gospel reading is just after Peter (and Jesus) walked on the waters of
the Sea of Galilee (Matthew 14:25-31) that we studied last week. After Jesus had calmed the wind
and the waves they crossed the lake and came to the region of Gennesaret (14:34) located on the
northwest shore of the lake. A series of events preceding this caused Jesus to leave this Jewish
region. This included the unwillingness of the Jewish people to repent (Matthew 11:20-24), the
rejection of Jesus by the people in his own hometown of Nazareth (Matthew 13:53-58), and the
arrest and execution of John the Baptist (Matthew 14:1-10). Jesus’ movement to this region spoke
symbolically of the future ministry to the Gentiles that some of the disciples would have.

We drop in on the story of the Caananite woman right Matthew highlighted the hardness of the
hearts of the Pharisees. This story provides a sharp contrast between the Jewish religious leaders’
response to Jesus and the non-religious Gentile response to Jesus. In the previous verses, Jesus was
grilled by the Pharisees and then He shows them to be the frauds that they are. Then in contrast, we
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read a story about the real journey of faith.

21 Jesus went away from there, and withdrew into the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 And a
Canaanite woman from that region came out and began to cry out, saying, “Have mercy on
me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is cruelly demon-possessed.” 23 But He did not answer
her a word. And His disciples came and implored Him, saying, “Send her away, because she
keeps shouting at us.” 24 But He answered and said, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” 25 But she came and began to bow down before Him, saying, “Lord, help
me!” 26 And He answered and said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it
to the dogs.” 27 But she said, “Yes, Lord; but even the dogs feed on the crumbs which fall
from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus said to her, “O woman, your faith is great; it shall
be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed at once. (Matthew 15:21-28)

The Gentile woman was from a group of people who had always troubled Israel. The Canaanites
were first mentioned in the Bible way back in Genesis Chapter 10 (v. 18). They were among the
people groups that God promised to drive out during the Exodus of the Jews from Egypt (see Exodus
33:2 and 34:11). They were a people that in Old Testament times lived in the lowland regions west of
the Jordan River. Mark called her “a Gentile, of the Syrophoenician race” (Mark 7:26), indicating
that she was a Greek. Jews had always been separated from the Greeks (or Gentiles) although the
Jews were immersed in a thoroughly Greek culture. As the story plays out the Gentile woman called
out to Jesus by using a respectful title, “Lord, Son of David” (v.22) and one which elicited that she
had some understanding of Jesus. She called Jesus by the name “Lord” three times. The word “Lord”
means master and the one using the term would be implying their submission to His authority in
their life. Certainly, she had heard about his healing powers, but now she used a title that was
reserved for the Messiah. She was a persistent woman, and Jesus’ disciples implored him to send her
away “because she keeps shouting at us” (v. 23c). Then Jesus addressed her and said that His
ministry was only to the Jews (v. 24). Next, the woman bowed down before Jesus and He used a
metaphor and told her that “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs” (v.
27). The “children’s bread” referred to God’s covenant people the Jews. This meant that since she
wasn’t a Jew she was not technically Jesus’ first priority during his short earthly ministry, which
was to the Jews, not to the Gentiles. Her answer to him was very surprising and was an indication of
the faith that she had in the Lord Jesus. “Yes, Lord; but even the dogs feed on the crumbs which fall
from their masters’ table” (v. 27). Jesus rewarded her faith by immediately healing her daughter.
The Bible is clear that God commends those with faith, He is a “rewarder of those that diligently
seek him” (Hebrews 11:6). The Gentile woman was rewarded by having her daughter healed. One
can only imagine what became of the woman afterwards since Jesus absolutely made a tremendous
impression upon her.

What do the readings this week mean to us in our lives? First, God emphasizes the necessity of faith
in the perfect, finished work or Jesus Christ for all people, whether Jew or Gentile, and is no
respecter of persons. He “desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1
Timothy 2:4). “For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). God provided
the plan of salvation through Jesus and made this available to everyone. “For the wages of sin is

Page # 16 of 33 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/born-from-above/



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

death but the gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). “For God so
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish,
but have eternal life” (John 3:16). God said “that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a
person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation”
Romans 10:9-10).

Second, we should love and respect the Jews who although their hearts are hardened are the ones
who brought salvation to us through Jesus Christ. We should “not be conceited, but fear; 21 for if
God did not spare the natural branches, He will not spare you, either” (Romans 11:20). God has
made Israel to be a blessing to the world, and all the way back in Genesis He cautioned us about
how we should treat them. He said, “And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses
you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed” (Genesis 12:3).

Finally, with the privilege of faith we also have great responsibility to share with everyone the
knowledge of Jesus Christ, whether Jew or Gentile. Jesus didn’t give us many commands when He
left but did leave a clear message about what should be our priority in life. This is called the Great
Commission: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I
am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20).

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. How do you personally respond to God’s call to salvation?

e Have you made a decision to accept His call and be grafted into the life of Christ?

e What does God’s inclusion of Gentiles into the salvation story tell you about His character and
heart?

e How does God’s longing to see all people saved encourage you to reach out to others with His
good news of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ?

2. How does the faith of the Canaanite woman challenge or affirm you in your own faith journey?
Have you seen anyone model this type of faith? Who is God using you to encourage with this type of
faith?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/081714.cfm

First Reading IS 56:1, 6-7
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Second Reading ROM 11:13-15, 29-32
Gospel Reading MT 15:21-28

Source(s):
Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Faster Sunday
4-20-2014

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass study notes for Easter Sunday, 4-20-2014. This week you will
hear a story about a death-defying airplane trip that prompted me to ponder ultimate questions of
life. This week’s readings answer some of the most important questions that humans have ever
asked about eternal life. The first reading is a message from Saint Peter that explains the good news
of Jesus’ death and resurrection that has been provided for all humankind. The second reading from
Saint Paul’s Letter to the Colossians provides the implications of what believing in Jesus looks like in
the life of the believer. Then we conclude with the glorious story of Jesus’ resurrection from the
Gospel of Saint John.
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Before we move to the readings, my wife asked me this week as I was studying the readings for the
Easter Sunday Mass, what does Jesus’ resurrection mean to me? I thought for a moment, and was
about to give her an answer in “Christianese” like “because Jesus atoned for my sins.” However, I
stopped myself and found that I could not answer her question. Instead, I told her that I would think
about it and get back to her with the answer. I thought about her question over a period of several
days, and spent time reading the conclusion of all four of the Gospels that chronicled Jesus’
resurrection from the dead. After much study, I came up with the answer. The resurrection means to
me that I don’t have to be afraid of dying. I might not be thrilled with it, but I don’t have to live in
constant fear of dying. (Hebrews 2:14-15 says: “he himself likewise partook of the same things,

thatthrough death he mightdestroythe one who has the power of death, that is, the devil,15 and
deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery).

When [ was younger, I didn’t really think much about dying. That changed one day when I was flying
with my twin brother into an airport southwest of Indianapolis to make a fuel stop on our way to
Houston. This was during a time in my life when I did not sense any sort of close communion with
God even though I attended Mass each week. The weather this particular day was challenging and
we had delayed our departure from my home airport in Pontiac, Michigan because of thunderstorms.
After we left Pontiac, we were in an out of the clouds all the way down to Terre Haute. The stress of
determining whether to fly, when to leave, and then flying under instrument flight procedures in the
clouds without an autopilot on my first airplane left me feeling very frazzled as I approached the
navigational fix at which I would commence the landing procedure. Complicating the matter was
that the only instrument approach procedure that made sense that day because of the wind
conditions was something known as a “back course” approach, meaning that the indicator needles in
the navigation instruments had to be interpreted backwards from their normal readings. In other
words, left was right and right was left. (In pilot talk it was a localizer back course approach). As we
descended during the approach I was reaching the point of mental exhaustion when my brother
suddenly screamed, “We seem to be awfully low Jim!” As I looked up from my instruments I realized
that after I crossed the final approach fix I had continued to descend to a level which put us only
about a hundred feet above the sequenced flashing landing lights (known as rabbits). I quickly
realized my mistake, added power and climbed up to avoid descending further into the lights and
terrain below. After this happened it hit me, we could have died! From that day forward, I began to
think about dying and what was beyond my time on earth. Would I go to heaven or hell? How good
did I have to be to get into heaven? How does a person get to heaven? We will answer those
questions later in the study today.

The first reading this week is from Acts of the Apostles Chapter 10. The context of this section is
Saint Peter’s address to Cornelius, the gentile Centurion from Caesarea. This happened a few days
after Peter had seen a vision of a huge sheet lowered to the ground containing a variety of animals
including ones that the Jews were forbidden from eating according to the Old Testament Law. God
revealed to Peter that he was no longer bound by these dietary food laws, and by extrapolation, that
the proclamation of the Gospel was being opened to the Gentiles. God told Peter, “What God has
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cleansed, no longer consider unholy” (Acts 10:15b-ff). After Cornelius, a God-fearing Gentile, had a
vision in which an angel of God spoke to him, he sent messengers to Peter in Joppa with orders to
bring him to his home in Caesarea. Afterwards, Peter agreed to travel to Cornelius’ home. When
Peter arrived Cornelius fell at his feet and worshiped him, but Peter stopped him. Peter then said,
“Stand up; I too am a man” (v. 26). He addressed the crowd that Cornelius had gathered by saying,
“You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to associate with a foreigner or to
visit him; and yet God has shown me that I should not call any man unholy or unclean” (v. 28). Then
Cornelius explained that he had seen a vision of an angel who told him to send for Simon Peter at
the home of one Simon the tanner who lived by the sea (v. 32). It was at this point that we join
Peter’s address to Cornelius along with his relatives and close friends (Acts 10:24).

Read the text, noting that some of the omitted verses were included in order to provide the full
context (as our readers know that we are prone to do).

34 Opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that God is not one to
show partiality, 35 but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right is
welcome to Him. 36 The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace through
Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all) — 37 you yourselves know the thing which took place
throughout all Judea, starting from Galilee, after the baptism which John proclaimed. 38 You
know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and
how He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with Him. 39 We are witnesses of all the things He did both in the land of the Jews and in
Jerusalem. They also put Him to death by hanging Him on a cross. 40 God raised Him up on
the third day and granted that He become visible, 41 not to all the people, but to witnesses
who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us who ate and drank with Him after He
arose from the dead. 42 And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify
that this is the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead. 43 Of
Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him
receives forgiveness of sins.” (Acts 10:34-43)

Peter said quite an earful; his message encapsulated almost the entirety of the Gospel. He told the
gentile Cornelius and his family the Good News regarding the forgiveness of sins offered to anyone
who believes, Jew or Gentile alike (v. 34), through faith in Jesus Christ (v. 43). Peter, fresh from his
vision of the animals coming down in the large sheet, affirmed that God was no respecter of persons;
this salvation was available to everyone (vv.34 - 35). Peter provided a high-level narrative to
Cornelius of his personal, eyewitness testimony concerning the events about Jesus Christ. He said
Jesus was anointed by God with power (v.38), ministered to the people by healing and opposing the
devil (v.39), was crucified by the Jews in Jerusalem (v.39b), was raised by God on the third day
(v.40), was made visible to select witnesses after His resurrection (v.41), and provided the disciples
with specific instructions regarding preaching the truth about Jesus being the divinely appointed
Judge of the living and the dead (v.42). Peter confirmed that Jesus was the fulfillment of the
testimony given by all of the Old Testament prophets. Finally, Peter announced the best news of all,
that anyone who believes in Jesus receives forgiveness of their sins (v.43).
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Understanding Peter’s testimony in the first reading that anyone who believes in Jesus receives the
forgiveness of their sins provides a convenient gateway to the second reading where we see that
humans cannot attain to God through their own efforts. This reading is from Saint Paul’s Letter to
the Colossians, chapter 3. This Book is one of the biblical books known as the “Prison Epistles”
named because Paul wrote them while he was in prison in Rome. The reading today opens with the
word “therefore” in verse one. Any time we see that word (as you may have noted in previous
editions of Mass Notes) we have to ask, “What is it the “therefore” there for?” The “therefore” in 3:1
refers to what Paul said in the previous chapters. In order to give the passage more context, we will
explore this is much further detail below.

Stepping back to look at the big picture, Paul’s overall purpose in the Epistle was to correct some
heresy that was being taught in the church. The heresy had four elements that Paul addressed in
chapter 2. These false beliefs included the denial of the sufficiency and preeminence of Jesus Christ
(2:8), the exaltation of Jewish ritualism (2:11, 16-17), the teaching of the extreme denial of the flesh
as a way of getting closer to God (known as “asceticism,” 2:20-23), and the ungodly practice of
worshiping angels (2:18). All four teaching are clearly contradicted by the Scriptures. Paul corrected
their misunderstandings early in the second chapter by making some clear didactic statements. Paul
said, “See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to
the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to
Christ. For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form” (Colossians 2:8-9). This statement
addressed elements of all four of the heresies that were being taught and practiced by certain
members of the church.

With this context in mind, let’s read from Saint Paul’s Letter, keeping in mind the sufficiency that we
as believers have through faith in Jesus Christ.

1 Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the
things that are on earth. 3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4
When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.
(Colossians 3:1-4)

Paul said, “if you have been raised up with Christ. This has a threefold meaning. First, he meant this
in the sense that if we have believed in Jesus’ death and resurrection, then we are in a sense
crucified with Him and therefore “raised up” on the cross with Him. Paul said in Galatians, “I have
been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me”
(Galatians 2:20). Second, we have been “raised up” in the sense that, if we believe, we have been
“born from above.” This is something that Jesus tried to explain to Nicodemus (John 3:3), the man
who evidently did later come to believe in Jesus since he came to help prepare Jesus’ body for burial
after He was crucified (John 19:39). Jesus used a Greek word “anothen” which had a dual meaning,
above and again. Jesus taught Nicodemus that he had to born from above spiritually, and that he had
to be born a second time spiritually in a process distinct from his physical birth. The instant a person
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believes they are “born from above,” meaning that they received the gift of the Holy Spirit of God.
The third meaning that Paul had in mind regarding being “raised up” with Christ is that in a spiritual
sense after we die we will be “raised up” to a much greater authority in order to reign with Jesus
Christ. Paul said, “If we endure, we will also reign with Him; If we deny Him, He also will deny us”
(2 Timothy 2:12).

Here is another important insight from the reading. Paul said in verse 4, “When Christ, who is our
life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.” Notice the repetition of the word
“revealed.” We spoke about one aspect of Christ’s revelation last week in the Palm Sunday readings
when we discussed His triumphal entry to Jerusalem. However, in this reading Paul wasn't referring
to Christ’s exaltation as King when he road into Jerusalem on a donkey. Rather, he was referring to
Jesus’ Second Coming at which time He will return in glory to judge the world. As we said last week,
Jesus came the first time as a humble, unblemished Lamb (Revelation 13:8). However, Jesus will
return the second time as the glorious Lion of the Tribe of Judah (Revelation 5:5). He will return as
the Almighty Warrior on a white horse, not a donkey (Revelation 19:11). Jesus was revealed as the
King of the Jews when he entered Jerusalem on a donkey. He was revealed as the King of the
universe when he rose from the dead, this is what we are celebrating today. Finally, Jesus will be
revealed when He comes again in glory with all of His believers in tow, that is us, His saints
(Revelation 19:14, 1 Corinthians 1:2, Acts 9:13, Acts 9:32, Acts 26:10, Romans 16:2).

As we conclude the New Testament reading and discussion, it may be helpful to rephrase the flow of
thought before the first few verses (in one very long, grammatically incorrect sentence). After the
three verses of the reading, a capstone statement provides my personal summary of the reason why
we must set our minds on things above:

THEREFORE, keeping in mind the correction given to us regarding the four theological
heresies, since we have been crucified with Christ, have been born from above, will be
exalted to participate in reigning with Jesus Christ, and since God has granted us all of these
incalculable gifts from God, THEN let us “Set [our] minds on the things above, not on the
things that are on earth. 3 For [we] have died and [our lives are] hidden with Christ in God. 4
When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then [we] also will be revealed with Him in glory”
(vv. 2-4). We are called by God to do the latter (vv. 2-4) because the teachers of the
theological heresies were attempting to bring Jesus down to their level by falsely thinking
they could reach up to heaven by practicing manmade religion.

How is that for a long sentence?! However, did you understand the importance of reading the
context into the study of the verses from the reading? The big idea is that humans cannot attain
fellowship with God in heaven through religious rituals, ascetic practices (like starving the body), or
the worship of angels (see Luke 4:8, Matthew 4:10, and especially Revelation 22:8-9 where the
practice is expressly forbidden). The only way that humans can attain eternal life and fellowship with
God is through faith in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, believing that Jesus atoned for our sin
(Romans 10:9-13).
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As we move onto the Gospel reading from Saint John Chapter 20 we will see the “reason for the
season” of Easter. Throughout the Lenten period we have looked forward to the celebration of this
glorious day. Before you read, say a short prayer asking God to show you what the resurrection
means to you.

1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb, while it was still
dark, and saw the stone already taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and came to Simon
Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken away
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.” 3 So Peter and the
other disciple went forth, and they were going to the tomb. 4 The two were running together;
and the other disciple ran ahead faster than Peter and came to the tomb first; 5 and stooping
and looking in, he saw the linen wrappings lying there; but he did not go in. 6 And so Simon
Peter also came, following him, and entered the tomb; and he saw the linen wrappings lying
there, 7 and the face-cloth which had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings,
but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 So the other disciple who had first come to the tomb then
also entered, and he saw and believed. 9 For as yet they did not understand the Scripture,
that He must rise again from the dead. (John 20:1-9)

The narrative continued beyond what was covered in the reading:

10 So the disciples went away again to their own homes. 11 But Mary was standing outside
the tomb weeping; and so, as she wept, she stooped and looked into the tomb; 12 and she
saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus
had been lying. 13 And they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them,
“Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.” 14
When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know
that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you
seeking?” Supposing Him to be the gardener, she said to Him, “Sir, if you have carried Him
away, tell me where you have laid Him, and I will take Him away.” 16 Jesus said to her,
“Mary!” She turned and said to Him in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (which means, Teacher). (John
20:10-16)

Mary Magdalene believed and was the first person to see the risen Lord alive. She received
confirmation that since God raised Jesus from the dead, she would one day be raised herself. We can
also have assurance of salvation which leads to eternal life by trusting in what the Scripture says
about how a person does make it to heaven when they die. First, God says that all of us have sinned
and fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). God says that because of our sin the payment we
will receive without some outside intervention is death, meaning eternal separation from God
(Romans 6:23). In that same verse, God says that the outside intervention has been given as a free
gift: Jesus’ died on the cross for the payment of our sins. This good news can also be found in the
famous verse that is often seen printed on cardboard signs held up at sporting events. “For God so
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish,
but have eternal life” (John 3:16). Saint Paul said, “If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and
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believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9). Does this
sound like something that is simple to achieve? It is simple, but if it’s not necessarily easy. If it were
easy then everyone in the world that ever heard the Gospel would become a believer. Peter said in
Acts 2:38 that we must repent of (or turn away from) our sins. This means that we have to come to
an agreement with God about our sins, and recognize them for what they are, deadly (Romans 6:21).
The Bible says that even one single sin would keep us from entering heaven - forever (James 2:10).
So repentance of sin, turning away from the destructive forces that once ruled our lives, is an on-
going part of exercising faith in Jesus. One preacher said, “If your faith hasn’t changed you, it
probably hasn’t saved you.” This is not to imply that works are necessary for salvation. But it is to
say that true faith is manifested in our lives being oriented around the values that Christ had,
because He is our life (Colossians 3:4). Jesus’ death and resurrection were given as a gift to all, to
cover our sin and provide us with the right to be accepted into heaven. As we celebrate the
resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday, keep in mind the simplicity of this Gospel message that
Jesus gave to the world.

What about you? Have you received the forgiveness of your sins through the only method possible:
faith in Jesus’ sacrificial death and resurrection from the dead? Do you want to be with God and
know that you will make it to heaven when you die? Let’s pray to affirm or reaffirm our faith.

Dear God, I believe that I am a sinner, and that because of my sin I deserve death and eternal
separation from You. I believe that Jesus died for my sins as payment of the penalty I owed. I
believe that You raised Him from the dead and that He will come again in glory. I repent of
my sins and ask You, in the name of Jesus, to empower me to set my sights on spiritual things
above, not on my carnal desires that have separated me from You. I pray this in Jesus’ Holy
name, Amen.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. What difference does the resurrection of Jesus Christ make in your life?

2. Take a few quiet moments and ponder how you truly feel about dying. Are you afraid of death?
Have you had a narrow escape with dying that changed you opinion about the eventuality of dying?
In light of your response, write down some of the verses that we covered today which provide you
with hope of eternal life when you die.

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.uscch.org/bible/readings/011214.cfm
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First Reading ACTS 10:34A, 37-43 (Plus Skipped Verses)

Acts 10:34-43 NAS95 34 Opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that God is not one
to show partiality, 35 but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right is welcome to Him. 36
“The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all) — 37
you yourselves know the thing which took place throughout all Judea, starting from Galilee, after the baptism
which John proclaimed. 38 “You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and
with power, and how He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with Him. 39 “We are witnesses of all the things He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They
also put Him to death by hanging Him on a cross. 40 “God raised Him up on the third day and granted that He
become visible, 41 not to all the people, but to witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us
who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead. 42 “And He ordered us to preach to the people, and
solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead. 43
“Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him receives
forgiveness of sins.”

Second Reading COL 3:1-4

Colossians 3:1-4 NAS95 1 Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that
are on earth. 3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is our life, is
revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.

Gospel Reading JN 20:1-9

John 20:1-9 NAS95 1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene *came early to the tomb, while it *was
still dark, and *saw the stone already taken away from the tomb. 2 So she *ran and *came to Simon Peter and
to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and *said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb,
and we do not know where they have laid Him.” 3 So Peter and the other disciple went forth, and they were
going to the tomb. 4 The two were running together; and the other disciple ran ahead faster than Peter and
came to the tomb first; 5 and stooping and looking in, he *saw the linen wrappings lying there; but he did not
go in. 6 And so Simon Peter also *came, following him, and entered the tomb; and he *saw the linen wrappings
lying there, 7 and the face-cloth which had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings, but rolled up
in a place by itself. 8 So the other disciple who had first come to the tomb then also entered, and he saw and
believed. 9 For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead.

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB
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Mass Study Notes for Sunday 3-30-2014

Welcome back to the Mass Notes for 3-30-2014. This week we begin with the Book of First Samuel
where we will see how God used Samuel to select David as the King of Israel. Then we will move
onto Saint Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians and finally close with the Gospel lesson from Saint John
Chapter 9 where Jesus miraculously heals a blind man. I also share a story about how God
“unblinded” my eyes to be able to understand the Bible.

The first reading is from First Samuel 16 and records the story of how the Prophet Samuel followed
God’s instructions in order to select the second King of Israel to replace King Saul whom God had
rejected. Immediately after Saul was ordained king he began disobeying very clear and direct orders
from God provided to him by Samuel. In Chapter 15 Samuel gave Saul clear prophesy from the
LORD which said “Now go and strike Amalek and utterly destroy all that he has, and do not spare
him; but put to death both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and donkey”
(1Samuel 15:3). Saul gathered his troops together and followed God’s command except for some
rather large details. “But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the
fatlings, the lambs, and all that was good, and were not willing to destroy them utterly; but
everything despised and worthless, that they utterly destroyed” (v. 9). Oops. Because of this (and the
other times Saul disobeyed) God took the kingdom away from him saying, “I regret that I have made
Saul king, for he has turned back from following Me and has not carried out My commands” (v.11a).
The text continued, “And Samuel was distressed and cried out to the LORD all night” (v.11b). So
Samuel began to make his search for the new king by following God’s order to go to Jesse who was
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David’s father. Let’s read the text along with all of the other verses surrounding the reading (verses
1-13) in order to understand the entire context.

1 Now the LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected
him from being king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and go; I will send you to Jesse the
Bethlehemite, for I have selected a king for Myself among his sons.” 2 But Samuel said, “How
can I go? When Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you
and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.” 3 You shall invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I
will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for Me the one whom I designate to
you.” 4 So Samuel did what the LORD said, and came to Bethlehem. And the elders of the city
came trembling to meet him and said, “Do you come in peace?” 5 He said, “In peace; I have
come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” He
also consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 6 When they entered,
he looked at Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’S anointed is before Him.” 7 But the LORD
said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have
rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the
LORD looks at the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel.
And he said, “The LORD has not chosen this one either.” 9 Next Jesse made Shammah pass
by. And he said, ‘The LORD has not chosen this one either.” 10 Thus Jesse made seven of his
sons pass before Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11 And
Samuel said to Jesse, “Are these all the children?” And he said, “There remains yet the
youngest, and behold, he is tending the sheep.” Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring
him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12 So he sent and brought him in. Now he
was ruddy, with beautiful eyes and a handsome appearance. And the LORD said, “Arise,
anoint him; for this is he.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst
of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward.
And Samuel arose and went to Ramah. (1 Samuel 16:1-13)

It’s interesting that Samuel was afraid of King Saul since even the elders of the city were afraid of
him (v. 4). However, the text recorded not only the story and circumstantial details of the search for
the future king but also Samuel’s thoughts (v.2). We know of course that God knows all of the secret
thoughts of our hearts (Psalm 44:21) and this became even clearer by what we saw in verse 7. “[F]or
God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the
heart” (v.7c-ff). God directed the Prophet not to rely upon the outward appearance of the Sons of
Jesse; rather he was to wait for God’s confirmation. Regardless of his feelings, Samuel followed
God’s directions exactly and went to David’s hometown of Bethlehem.

First, Samuel surveyed the eldest son; the one whom one may think would be the logical choice from
among the large clan of Jesse’s sons. Eliab passed before him and Samuel didn’t receive any
confirmation from God. He proceeded on down the line, next with Abinadab, then with Shammah,
and down the line with the brothers. Nevertheless, God did not confirm any of them, so Samuel
asked Jesse if there were any more brothers. Jesse then sent for his youngest son David (v. 11). The
writer of this Scripture then made an interesting observation. After being cautioned not to look on
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the sons’ outward appearance the writer said immediately upon seeing David, “Now he was ruddy,
with beautiful eyes and a handsome appearance (v. 12b)! Next, the LORD spoke to Samuel. How
this was done we are not told. He directed Samuel to annoint David as king (v.12c-ff). So Samuel
followed God’s command and anointed David as the new King of Israel (v.13a).

The New Testament Bible records that King David was a man after God’s own heart (Acts 13:22).
What does it mean to be a person after God’s own heart? First, the reading said, “the Spirit of the
LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward” (v. 13b). God empowers believers through
His Holy Spirit Who indwells everyone that has been born from above (John 3:3). Second, we must
submit ourselves to the Lord by being obedient to Him (James 4:7). One of the main stumbling
stones that we may have in submission to God is pride. Saint Peter said, “You younger men, likewise,
be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for
GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE” (1 Peter 5:5). Finally, we
must develop a love for the Word of God. King David said the following about this in the Book of
Psalms. “I shall delight in Your commandments, Which I love. And I shall lift up my hands to Your
commandments, Which I love; And I will meditate on Your statutes” (Psalms 119:47-48).

The second reading today is from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians. As you read, insert your
name in place of the “you” in the second word of verse 8, and rephrase it like this. “For Jim, who was
formerly in darkness . . ..

8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of
Light 9 (for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth), 10
trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of
darkness, but instead even expose them; 12 for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things
which are done by them in secret. 13 But all things become visible when they are exposed by
the light, for everything that becomes visible is light. 14 For this reason it says, “Awake,
sleeper, And arise from the dead, And Christ will shine on you.” (Ephesians 5:8-14)

Paul said that those who were blind are now able to see (v.8). Believers are “children of light” (v.8)
as contrasted with children of darkness (or children of the devil) that we will read about in the
Gospel lesson. God’s children exhibit clear attributes and behaviors that reveal their “light
relationship” with their Father God. This is in contrast to the children of darkness who express
themselves, many times without even knowing it, as children of the devil. Children of the light
express “goodness and righteousness and truth” (v.9), try “to learn what is pleasing to the Lord”
(v.10), “do not participate in unfruitful deeds of darkness” but instead work to “expose them” (v.11).
God, who is the light, exposes everything, for nothing can be hidden from Him (v.13). When we come
to a point where we believe and agree with what God says about sin then we have followed God’s
admonition to awaken from our spiritual darkness so that the light of the Word of God may enable
God to launch us on a path of growing in love for and knowledge of Him (4.14).

What if we cannot read the Bible and understand what it means, or if we don’t have a desire to even
attempt to study it? This week I was contemplating the subject of understanding and coming to the
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point of loving God’s Word. I remember that for the first 35 years of my life, I had an almost
impossible time understanding the Bible, this included the New Testament - the Old Testament was
a lost cause for me. In fact, when I decided almost 20 years ago to begin reading the Bible I became
angry while reading the Old Testament. I thought that since Jesus was eternal that it would be easy
for me to locate Him there in the Old Testament. It just didn’t make any sense to me, no matter how
hard I tried to concentrate. Something had to happen in order to bring about a change or I felt like I
was going to throw it away and just quit. What made the difference for me? It wasn’t a magical, one-
time event, but the change came as a series of impressions I got while I was praying over the course
of about a month long period. I had always prayed to God but at some point while reading in the
New Testament, I came to the point where I prayed something like this, again, over a period of
several weeks. I told God that I believed that I was a sinner (Romans 3:23) and I deserved
punishment for sin (Romans 6:23). I told Him that I believed that Jesus was the only way to heaven
(John 14:6) and that I needed His Spirit (John 3:3) to help me to fix the mess that [ had made of my
life. After a long period of praying to God about this, as well as talking to a few other people about it,
I had an eerie encounter with Jesus late one night in my bedroom. In those days, I was living in an
upscale condominium in a large city surrounded by the nightlife only a few blocks up Main Street,
but I had never felt more alone. I turned off all of the lights and closed the door to my bedroom to
pray in silence while laying on my bed. I was frustrated with my inability to live up to my high
standards, which included trying to go to church more and party less. After I began praying I felt a
tangible presence of Jesus in my dark bedroom that night. In the quiet darkness and with my eyes
closed more tightly than I thought possible, I extended my hand to Him over the side of the bed.
Although I didn’t expect for my hand to be physically grabbed, for I would have freaked out, I sensed
the strong presence of Jesus in the room with me during that instant. From that night onwards, I felt
a certain presence of God in my heart, something which is hard for me to put into words. However,
some days later I noticed that I could read the Bible with understanding and without getting angry,
as had happened in the past.

I still have difficulty in reading a variety of books but have come to the point that I find joy in
reading the Bible. Last week I downloaded the free version of Saint Augustine’s Confession onto my
Kindle, thinking that by reading this I would gain some important spiritual insights and become a
more godly man. I'm ashamed to say that I couldn’t make it through one entire page. The
Elizabethan English didn’t help, but I'm just not a philosopher. Sometimes we need to understand
and accept our limits.

What about you, do you desire to have a deeper understanding of the Bible? I encourage you to fall
on your knees in prayer and ask God to grant both the understanding and the desire. Is there
something standing between you and God? The Scripture says that if you confess your sins God is
faithful and just to forgive your sins and to cleanse you from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9).
Scripture also says that we don’t have because we don’t ask and sometimes when we do ask God
doesn’t give it to us because we ask with a false motive (James 4:2-3). Everyone, as Jesus explained
to Nicodemus, must be born from above (John 3:3) in a spiritual sense. If you don’t feel that you
have the spiritual discernment necessary to read God’s Word, just ask Him for it, but ask with the
proper motive. This is a motive of desiring to turn from your sin and to serve the living and true God
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(1 Thessalonians 1:9).

To summarize, in the first and second reading we discussed how God “unblinded” the minds of
people. First, Samuel was “unblinded” to the identity of the future King of Israel, King David.
Second, Paul wrote about how believers are “unblinded” to the reality of sin and even work to
expose it. As we move onto the Gospel lesson we will find a story about how Jesus healed a blind
man, and this person also received spiritual eyesight through his belief in the Lord Jesus. Jesus did
this miracle on the Sabbath, something that set him further at odds with the hypocritical Pharisees.

A very interesting insight regarding the topic of blindness can be found by studying the context of
the Gospel lesson immediately prior in Chapter 8. Here Jesus had a very difficult conversation with
His nemesis the Pharisees, a conflict that continues into the lesson today in Chapter 9. Jesus
pronounced the source of their logic after they began to accuse Him and He read their minds and
told them that they wanted to kill Him. When the Pharisees said that Abraham was their father (John
8:39) Jesus said, “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He
was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him.
Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies” (John
8:44). Next, they accused Jesus of having a demon. This led to Jesus making one of His famous “I
Am” statements. “Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am’” (v.
58). This powerful statement was an outright testimony by Jesus to his deity (see also John 10:30).
Finally, in the very last verse of Chapter 8 John wrote, “Therefore they picked up stones to throw at
Him, but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple” (v. 59, emphasis added). Notice that Jesus
“hid himself,” which is another way of looking at it was that he blinded the Pharisees.

As you read the lesson today, notice that Jesus’ first action was to “unblind” a blind man. Think of it
like this: First, he blinded the proud Pharisees, then he “unblinded” a humble blind man.

1 As He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth. 2 And His disciples asked Him, “Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he would be born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was
neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but it was so that the works of God might be
displayed in him. 4 “We must work the works of Him who sent Me as long as it is day; night is
coming when no one can work. 5 “While I am in the world, I am the Light of the world.” 6
When He had said this, He spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and applied the
clay to his eyes, 7 and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is translated,
Sent). So he went away and washed, and came back seeing. 8 Therefore the neighbors, and
those who previously saw him as a beggar, were saying, “Is not this the one who used to sit
and beg?” 9 Others were saying, “This is he,” still others were saying, “No, but he is like
him.” He kept saying, “I am the one.” 10 So they were saying to him, “How then were your
eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man who is called Jesus made clay, and anointed my
eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash’; so I went away and washed, and I received
sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is He?” He *said, “I do not know.” 13 They *brought to
the Pharisees the man who was formerly blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath on the day when
Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also were asking him again
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how he received his sight. And he said to them, “He applied clay to my eyes, and I washed,
and I see.” 16 Therefore some of the Pharisees were saying, “This man is not from God,
because He does not keep the Sabbath.” But others were saying, “How can a man who is a
sinner perform such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17 So they *said to the
blind man again, “What do you say about Him, since He opened your eyes?” And he said, “He
is a prophet.” 18 The Jews then did not believe it of him, that he had been blind and had
received sight, until they called the parents of the very one who had received his sight, 19
and questioned them, saying, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? Then how does
he now see?” 20 His parents answered them and said, “We know that this is our son, and that
he was born blind; 21 but how he now sees, we do not know; or who opened his eyes, we do
not know. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because
they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone confessed Him to
be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue. 23 For this reason his parents said, “He is
of age; ask him.” 24 So a second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to
him, “Give glory to God; we know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He then answered, “Whether
He is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 So
they said to him, “What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?” 27 He answered
them, “I told you already and you did not listen; why do you want to hear it again? You do not
want to become His disciples too, do you?” 28 They reviled him and said, “You are His
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 “We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as
for this man, we do not know where He is from.” 30 The man answered and said to them,
“Well, here is an amazing thing, that you do not know where He is from, and yet He opened
my eyes. 31 “We know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is God-fearing and does
His will, He hears him. 32 “Since the beginning of time it has never been heard that anyone
opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 “If this man were not from God, He could do
nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you teaching us?”
So they put him out. 35 Jesus heard that they had put him out, and finding him, He said, “Do
you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in
Him?” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have both seen Him, and He is the one who is talking with
you.” 38 And he said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped Him. 39 And Jesus said, “For
judgment I came into this world, so that those who do not see may see, and that those who
see may become blind.” 40 Those of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these things and
said to Him, “We are not blind too, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you
would have no sin; but since you say, ‘We see,” your sin remains. (John 9:1-41)

A variety of key points emerged from the text. First, the disciples believed that the physical
condition of the blind man was as a result of the man or his parent’s sin. Jesus corrected this false
believe and said that God allowed this condition so that he could be healed during this particular
event! God is sovereign over every single event in history, and He designed this whole affair to show
the glory of God. Second, the healed, formerly blind man became a powerful testimony to the deity
of Jesus and this further deepened the His opposition to the Pharisees. One has to like what the
formerly blind man said to the Pharisees, it’s almost like something we could hear from a smart
talking teenager! “Whether He is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I do know, that though I was
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blind, now I see” (v.25). After the Pharisees had put him out of the temple (most likely permanently,
see his parents warning in v. 22), Jesus came and presented Himself to him, telling the man that he
was the Messiah (v. 35, “Son of Man”). The blind man believed, and then worshiped Him (v.38).
Third, the Pharisees alluded to the fact that they held the same belief as the disciples about sin
being the cause of physical infirmity (v. 24). Someone that was born blind clearly was a sinner, and
sinners, according to the Pharisees, should have nothing to do with worship in the temple. They
went on to say, “We know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is God-fearing and does His
will, He hears him” (v. 32).

This powerful story concluded with some of the most intense teaching ever found in the New
Testament. Read the conclusion again very carefully.

39 And Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, so that those who do not see may
see, and that those who see may become blind.” 40 Those of the Pharisees who were with
Him heard these things and said to Him, “We are not blind too, are we?” 41 Jesus said to
them, “If you were blind, you would have no sin; but since you say, ‘We see,” your sin
remains.

One time [ was reading a certain spiritual book called The Complete Green Letters by Miles ].
Stanford (Zondervan 1984). This book contains many very powerful sections that I copiously
underlined and highlighted, probably adding a half a pound to the book just for the weight of it all! I
found one particular page to be so moving and important that I just wrote a note at the top of the
page and highlighted the note in yellow that said, “Consider this entire page highlighted!” The last
three verses of the Gospel lesson are like that - consider the whole section highlighted! Jesus’
statement is the essence of the Gospel message. Jesus said that He came into the world to reveal
the two groups of people, those on the narrow road to life and those on the broad road to eternal
separation from God (Matthew 7:13). In a spiritual sense, there are two types of people, children of
God the Father and the rest, by default, children of the devil. The children of the light have spiritual
vision, but the children of the darkness are spiritually blind. Saint Paul said:

3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 in whose case the
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God (2 Corinthians 4:3-4).

Consider this whole quotation highlighted! There is no more crucial distinction between people than
whether they have spiritual vision or are spiritually blind. Jesus, through His divine grace, came to
show us the difference. He calls us to repent of our sins and to believe that He is the Messiah of the
universe. As we approach Easter let’s all us pray that we may be God’s light to a lost and dying
world that badly needs the spiritual vision that can come only through the good news of the Gospel
and believe in Jesus Christ as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. How have you been “unblinded” to the spiritual truths of the Bible? Consider submitting a brief
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testimony of to the Christians for Christ web site:
http://www.christiansforchrist.org/personal-testimonies

2. Frequently when someone brings up King David our mind automatically jumps to the story about
his indiscretion with Bathsheba (see 2 Samuel 11). In reality this is similar to what the Pharisees did
to Jesus by accusing the formerly blind man of being a sinner, and glossing over the great miracle of
his healing - though they said that this type of healing had never been seen before.

A. Do you catch yourself being a Pharisee overlooking the heart and focusing upon minor, outward
faults in yourself and others?

B. How does knowing that God looks on the heart change how you evaluate what’s important in your
own life and in relationship with others.

C. Ask God to reveal to you in what areas you are glossing over God’s goodness in a certain person
and missing His heart for them.

3. How could you reach out to someone who hasn’t experienced the miraculous gift of God’s spiritual
healing?
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