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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 5-8-2016. This week we will see in the first reading the
murderous reaction of the Jews to Stephen’s message in the Book of Acts. Then we continue the
study from previous weeks from the Book of Revelation and conclude with the Gospel reading where
we see Jesus’ prayer on our behalf.

Introduction to the First Reading:

This reading is from the Book of Acts and it shows the immense opposition the early church was
under. In Acts 7:1-53, Stephen gave a courageous speech that pointed out the inconsistency of the
Jewish people’s ability to follow God. This is included at the end of this study in the Going Deeper
section. Stephen was one of the seven men chosen from among the larger group of disciples to serve
in the food service ministry because the twelve apostles felt that they “should not give up preaching
the word of God to serve tables” (Acts 6:2). After Stephen’s appointment, a group of Jews from the
surrounding nations “rose up and disputed with [him]” (Acts 6:9) because “Stephen, full of grace and
power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people” (v. 8). Evidently, Stephen had many
other skills and spiritual gifts than just his food service ministry. Before we go to today’s reading,
let’s read what happened after his convicting speech so that we better understand the context.

Acts 6:10-15 NAS95 10 But they were unable to cope with the wisdom and the Spirit with which he
was speaking. 11 Then they secretly induced men to say, “We have heard him speak blasphemous
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words against Moses and against God.” 12 And they stirred up the people, the elders and the
scribes, and they came up to him and dragged him away and brought him before the Council. 13
They put forward false witnesses who said, “This man incessantly speaks against this holy place and
the Law; 14 for we have heard him say that this Nazarene, Jesus, will destroy this place and alter the
customs which Moses handed down to us.” 15 And fixing their gaze on him, all who were sitting in
the Council saw his face like the face of an angel.

In verse 12, the “Council” to which Doctor Luke (the writer of Acts) is referring is the Sanhedrin,
which is the supreme Jewish court of justice, the same one that falsely condemned the Lord Jesus
(Matthew 26:59-66). The Council acted the same way they did during the “trial” (using the term
loosely) of Jesus in that they rounded up false witnesses to testify against Stephen (v. 13a). During
the hearing, the Council provided Stephen with the ability to make a very long and reasoned defense
(Acts 7:1-53). “Now when they heard this, they were cut to the quick, and they began gnashing their
teeth at him” (v. 54) which is where we pick up with today’s reading. Note: The complete text of
Stephen’s speech is included in the Going Deeper section at the end of today’s study.

First Reading:

Acts 7:55-60 NAS95 55 But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the
glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; 56 and he said, “Behold, I see the heavens
opened up and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57 But they cried out with a loud
voice, and covered their ears and rushed at him with one impulse. 58 When they had driven him out
of the city, they began stoning him; and the witnesses laid aside their robes at the feet of a young
man named Saul. 59 They went on stoning Stephen as he called on the Lord and said, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit!” 60 Then falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold
this sin against them!” Having said this, he fell asleep.

The main point of the reading was the great similarities between the way Stephen died and the
death of the Lord Jesus Christ. In the same way that Jesus’ death was filled with miracles
(earthquake, darkening of the sky) Stephen’s death was also miraculous in that he told how he saw a
vision of the Lord Jesus exalted at the right hand of the Father in heaven and graciously prayed for
the forgiveness of his murderers. In both of these cases, the Council heard false testimony and then
rushed to execute the death sentence upon them. Just as Jesus did (Luke 23:34), Stephen prayed
right before his death for God’s forgiveness of their great sin of killing him (v. 54). As the saying
goes, the apples don’t fall far from the tree. As Jesus’ devout apostle, Stephen followed closely the
way of his master including forgiving his tormenters before his death. Ultimately, instead of having
the Jews’ desired effect of stopping the spread of the Christian message, the persecution of Stephen
did quite the opposite. Stephen’s example of bold testimony in the midst of persecution emboldened
those that went after him as the growing church spread out across the globe.

There are three other points that emerge from the reading. The first is the introduction of Saul, who
we know later as the Apostle Paul (v. 58). Here we see Saul assisting in the persecution of Stephen
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in guarding the cloaks of the people who were stoning Stephen to death. This was just a foretaste
because we know that in the next chapter Saul began raging a holy war against the Christians.
There Luke records, “But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, and dragging
off men and women, he would put them in prison” (Acts 8:3). A second point in the reading that can
be drawn is regarding the posture of the Lord Jesus in Stephen’s vision. The author of Hebrews
records about Jesus, “When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty on high” (Hebrews 1:3c). However, as Stephen was being killed he saw a divine vision of
Jesus “standing at the right hand of God” (v. 55¢, emphasis added). Jesus’ position “at the right
hand of God” means He is exalted with God the Father in heaven. Jesus’ standing position is as one
commentator stated His “active interposition to help, as Mediator and King, or readiness to receive
His persecuted servant” (Annotated Bible Notes). Hebrews says, “Therefore He is able also to save
forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for
them” (Hebrews 7:25). In the same way that Stephen saw Jesus interceding for him before the
Father, when we die we can expect to see Jesus standing and interceding for us with the Father God.
It is only through the righteousness of Jesus that we will be able to enter into the presence of God
the Father. Finally, note that as the Jewish mob rushed to murder Stephen they covered their ears
(v. 57). This is indicative of their response to hearing the sin of blasphemy, which gives an indication
of the crime of which they were accusing Stephen of committing since blasphemy carried with it the
penalty of death (Leviticus 24:16). Jesus foretold of the coming of this day when He said, “They will
make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think
that he is offering service to God” (John 16:2).

An application of the reading is that as believers we can expect to face persecution. Saint Paul said,
“Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12). As we do,
we should remember that the church often grows the most during these times, as well as we may
experience the most personal growth in these circumstances. We should endeavor in advance to
develop a philosophy of suffering under persecution to the extent that when it comes upon us we are
prepared to respond in ways that lead us closer to God. The North African apologist Tertullian (c.
160 - 225) wrote much about suffering and persecution. He said, “But go zealously on, good
presidents, you will stand higher with the people if you sacrifice the Christians at their wish, kill us,
torture us, condemn us, grind us to dust; your injustice is the proof that we are innocent”
(Tertullian’s Apology, Chapter 50).

Later in the Gospel lesson, we will see some insights that Jesus provided to us through the Holy
Spirit’s recording of Jesus’ prayer to the Father on behalf of all believers. Interestingly, just prior to
this prayer Jesus warned His disciples about the coming persecution. But first we will hear from
Jesus through His closing warning to the world in the Book of Revelation.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The second reading is a continuation of the study in Revelation that we have looked at for the past
several weeks. The context of today’s reading is Jesus’ closing words to the world as delivered by the
angel to John. When John saw the angel, his immediate response was to bow down and worship him
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(Revelation 22:8). Instead, the angel told John, “Do not do that. I am a fellow servant of yours and of
your brethren the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book. Worship God” (Revelation
22:9). Regardless of who brought the message, as you read the words that John recorded from the
angel you will see that the message is directly from Jesus Christ Himself. Although the text doesn’t
state this outright as happens in the Old Testament prophets when they say, “Thus says the Lord,”
verse 16 says that the message is from Jesus.

Second Reading:

Revelation 22:12-20 NAS95 12 Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to
every man according to what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last,
the beginning and the end. 14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the
right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city. 15 Outside are the dogs and the
sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and
practices lying. 16 I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am
the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star. 17 The Spirit and the bride say,
“Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who
wishes take the water of life without cost. 18 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the
prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in
this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take
away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book. 20 He who
testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming quickly.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Jesus provides His seal of authority to the message by clearly identifying Himself as the sender of it
in verse 16 (“I Jesus”). This crucial closing message of Jesus to the world opens with the phrase “I
am” which also clearly identifies the speaker as God. This phrase is repeated no less than four times
in this short section. This is indicative of the importance that readers should give to it because it
reveals that the sender is explicitly identified as God, the “I am” of Exodus 3:14. The speaker uses
many phrases in the reading to identify Himself as God including “the Alpha and Omega” (v. 13),
“the root and descendant of David” (v. 16), and “the bright morning star” (v. 16), and most
importantly the outright statement “I Jesus” (v. 16).

Jesus’ closing message is full of important scriptural truths:

e His return will be quickly (v. 12) in the sense that when it begins to happen the events will
unfold quickly. Jesus bookmarked today’s reading by closing with this same admonition, “Yes, I
am coming quickly” (v. 20). Jesus said about this in the Gospel of Matthew, “Truly I say to you,
this generation will not pass away until all these things take place” (Matthew 24:34). When the
end-times events begin to unfold they will be concluded within a single generation.

e Jesus will reward those who served Him by bringing their rewards to them when He returns (v.
12). Justice will be provided by “render[ing] to every man according to what he has done.” This
means at least in part that He will bring punishment to those who don’t serve Him when He
returns. Verse 15 makes this clear, “Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral
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persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying.” In
contrast, believers “take the water of life without cost” (v. 17) since they thirst for the ways of
God and are the eternal recipients of His grace (unmerited favor).

 Believers are those who “who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of
life, and may enter by the gates into the city” (v. 14). They are those who “hears the words of
the prophecy of this book” without adding to or taking away from them (v. 18) as the false
teachers were doing (and are doing today). Countless theological cults engage in practices
that either nullify the Word of God (take away from it) or add legalistic, religious practices that
their followers must observe in order to be saved (add to it). Jesus provides a clear warning
not to do either of these things because otherwise they shall be forced along with all the other
nonbelievers to enter into the Great Tribulation. This is the Day of the Lord’s judgement
spoken of in Revelation and previously by the Old Testament Prophets such as Jeremiah.

» Jesus, in His grace, sent this message specifically to the churches (v. 16) in order that they
may receive and learn from Him the only way to the tree of life (v. 19). Those who resist His
message of salvation through faith in Him alone (John 14:6) will find themselves eternally
locked out of the holy city.

We can learn a lot from this closing section of Revelation. Jesus is faithful to us in that He continues
to tell the world the truth about the only way to find peace with God in spite of the fact that the
majority of the world has and will continue to reject His message. As we move onto the Gospel
lesson we will see Jesus’ heart for His believers as we listen in on a prayer that He gave on our
behalf to His disciples before He ascended back to heaven.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The context of the Gospel reading from John 17 is Jesus’ high priestly prayer that He offered to God
the Father just before His arrest and crucifixion. He opened the prayer in verse one of this chapter
by “lifting up His eyes to heaven” and saying, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the
Son may glorify You. even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given
Him, He may give eternal life” (John 17:1-2). This sets the tone as He continues the prayer on behalf
of both His disciples and those that will come to believe in their testimony.

Gospel Reading:

John 17:20-26 NAS95 20 “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me
through their word; 21 that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that
they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 The glory which You have
given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one; 23 I in them and You in Me,
that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them,
even as You have loved Me. 24 Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me
where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the
foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, although the world has not known You, yet I have
known You; and these have known that You sent Me; 26 and I have made Your name known to them,
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and will make it known, so that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.”

Jesus taught about the importance of a unified church in the reading. He said, “I do not ask on
behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; that they may all be
one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may
believe that You sent Me” (John 17:20-21 emphasis added). Unity does not come by coercion or
oppression. It comes by individuals who understand their true identity in Christ. When believers in
Jesus fix their attention upon Jesus and His glory, the petty issues that often divide followers will
fade away. Jesus helps us to see that unity is the result of belief in Christ, who is one with the
Father.

Jesus prayed on behalf of His disciples who had believed by firsthand knowledge and for those who
believed through the testimony of His disciples (v.20b, “through their word”). Unity is important in
the church because it’s through this unified message that God’s power is revealed. All of the
believers after the era of the disciples have come to faith in Jesus through the testimony of “the
word” and “their word.” “The word” is the testimony of the disciples through the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit written into what we call the New Testament Bible. “Their word” is both the testimony of
the disciples, and the testimony of all believers. Jesus’ purpose in this message was a calling for the
church of God be unified in their proclamation of the Gospel so that the entire world may believe
(John 17:21f). Jesus brought this out in verse 26, “I have made Your name known to them, and will
make it known, so that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.”

As we contemplate the three readings from today what stands out is the great value that we have in
following Jesus regardless of what it may cost us. Knowing the Lord Jesus as our Savior empowers us
to tell others about Him in spite of the fact that we may be ridiculed or even harmed because of our
testimony. In the western world it is easy to take advantage of our religious freedom and forget the
great sacrifices which Christians around the world are making for Jesus every day. As we live our
lives we are called to pray for them that suffer for Jesus around the world, as well as to prepare for
persecution in our own lives.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. In what ways have you faced or are facing persecution for your faith? How does Stephen’s
example, which mirrors Christ and knowing the warnings about persecution in Scripture, help you to
face it more strongly?

2. Choose one of the ways that Jesus is described in the second reading in Revelation 22 and reflect
upon what this means and how this character quality can make a difference in your own life.

e Jesus is coming quickly

e Jesus is the rewarder

e Jesus is the Alpha and Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end
e Jesus is the Root and descendent of David
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e Jesus is the bright morning Star

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/050816-seventh-sunday-easter.cfm

Seventh Sunday of Easter
Lectionary: 61

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Going Deeper

The following is the text of Stephen’s speech in the Book of Acts:

Acts 7:1-53 NAS95 1 The high priest said, “Are these things so?” 2 And he said, “Hear me, brethren
and fathers! The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before
he lived in Haran, 3 and said to him, ‘LEAVE YOUR COUNTRY AND YOUR RELATIVES, AND COME
INTO THE LAND THAT I WILL SHOW YOU.’ 4 “Then he left the land of the Chaldeans and settled in
Haran. From there, after his father died, God had him move to this country in which you are now
living. 5 “But He gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot of ground, and yet, even when he had
no child, He promised that HE WOULD GIVE IT TO HIM AS A POSSESSION, AND TO HIS
DESCENDANTS AFTER HIM. 6 “But God spoke to this effect, that his DESCENDANTS WOULD BE
ALIENS IN A FOREIGN LAND, AND THAT THEY WOULD BE ENSLAVED AND MISTREATED FOR
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS. 7 ““AND WHATEVER NATION TO WHICH THEY WILL BE IN BONDAGE I
MYSELF WILL JUDGE,’ said God, ‘AND AFTER THAT THEY WILL COME OUT AND SERVE ME IN
THIS PLACE.’ 8 “And He gave him the covenant of circumcision; and so Abraham became the father
of Isaac, and circumcised him on the eighth day; and Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob of
the twelve patriarchs. 9 “The patriarchs became jealous of Joseph and sold him into Egypt. Yet God
was with him, 10 and rescued him from all his afflictions, and granted him favor and wisdom in the
sight of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and he made him governor over Egypt and all his household. 11
“Now a famine came over all Egypt and Canaan, and great affliction with it, and our fathers could
find no food. 12 “But when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent our fathers there the
first time. 13 “On the second visit Joseph made himself known to his brothers, and Joseph’s family
was disclosed to Pharaoh. 14 “Then Joseph sent word and invited Jacob his father and all his
relatives to come to him, seventy-five persons in all. 15 “And Jacob went down to Egypt and there he
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and our fathers died. 16 “From there they were removed to Shechem and laid in the tomb which
Abraham had purchased for a sum of money from the sons of Hamor in Shechem. 17 “But as the
time of the promise was approaching which God had assured to Abraham, the people increased and
multiplied in Egypt, 18 until THERE AROSE ANOTHER KING OVER EGYPT WHO KNEW NOTHING
ABOUT JOSEPH. 19 “It was he who took shrewd advantage of our race and mistreated our fathers so
that they would expose their infants and they would not survive. 20 “It was at this time that Moses
was born; and he was lovely in the sight of God, and he was nurtured three months in his father’s
home. 21 “And after he had been set outside, Pharaoh’s daughter took him away and nurtured him
as her own son. 22 “Moses was educated in all the learning of the Egyptians, and he was a man of
power in words and deeds. 23 “But when he was approaching the age of forty, it entered his mind to
visit his brethren, the sons of Israel. 24 “And when he saw one of them being treated unjustly, he
defended him and took vengeance for the oppressed by striking down the Egyptian. 25 “And he
supposed that his brethren understood that God was granting them deliverance through him, but
they did not understand. 26 “On the following day he appeared to them as they were fighting
together, and he tried to reconcile them in peace, saying, ‘Men, you are brethren, why do you injure
one another?’ 27 “But the one who was injuring his neighbor pushed him away, saying, ‘WHO MADE
YOU A RULER AND JUDGE OVER US? 28 'YOU DO NOT MEAN TO KILL ME AS YOU KILLED THE
EGYPTIAN YESTERDAY, DO YOU?’ 29 “At this remark, MOSES FLED AND BECAME AN ALIEN IN
THE LAND OF MIDIAN, where he became the father of two sons. 30 “After forty years had passed,
AN ANGEL APPEARED TO HIM IN THE WILDERNESS OF MOUNT Sinai, IN THE FLAME OF A
BURNING THORN BUSH. 31 “When Moses saw it, he marveled at the sight; and as he approached
to look more closely, there came the voice of the Lord: 32 ‘I AM THE GOD OF YOUR FATHERS, THE
GOD OF ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND JACOB.” Moses shook with fear and would not venture to look.
33 “BUT THE LORD SAID TO HIM, ‘TAKE OFF THE SANDALS FROM YOUR FEET, FOR THE PLACE
ON WHICH YOU ARE STANDING IS HOLY GROUND. 34 ‘1 HAVE CERTAINLY SEEN THE
OPPRESSION OF MY PEOPLE IN EGYPT AND HAVE HEARD THEIR GROANS, AND I HAVE COME
DOWN TO RESCUE THEM; COME NOW, AND [ WILL SEND YOU TO EGYPT.” 35 “This Moses whom
they disowned, saying, ‘WHO MADE YOU A RULER AND A JUDGE? is the one whom God sent to be
both a ruler and a deliverer with the help of the angel who appeared to him in the thorn bush. 36
“This man led them out, performing wonders and signs in the land of Egypt and in the Red Sea and
in the wilderness for forty years. 37 “This is the Moses who said to the sons of Israel, ‘GOD WILL
RAISE UP FOR YOU A PROPHET LIKE ME FROM YOUR BRETHREN.’ 38 “This is the one who was
in the congregation in the wilderness together with the angel who was speaking to him on Mount
Sinai, and who was with our fathers; and he received living oracles to pass on to you. 39 “Our
fathers were unwilling to be obedient to him, but repudiated him and in their hearts turned back to
Egypt, 40 SAYING TO AARON, ‘MAKE FOR US GODS WHO WILL GO BEFORE US; FOR THIS
MOSES WHO LED US OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT-WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT HAPPENED TO
HIM.” 41 “At that time they made a calf and brought a sacrifice to the idol, and were rejoicing in the
works of their hands. 42 “But God turned away and delivered them up to serve the host of heaven; as
it is written in the book of the prophets, ‘IT WAS NOT TO ME THAT YOU OFFERED VICTIMS AND
SACRIFICES FORTY YEARS IN THE WILDERNESS, WAS IT, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL? 43 ‘YOU ALSO
TOOK ALONG THE TABERNACLE OF MOLOCH AND THE STAR OF THE GOD ROMPHA, THE
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IMAGES WHICH YOU MADE TO WORSHIP. I ALSO WILL REMOVE YOU BEYOND BABYLON.’ 44
“Our fathers had the tabernacle of testimony in the wilderness, just as He who spoke to Moses
directed him to make it according to the pattern which he had seen. 45 “And having received it in
their turn, our fathers brought it in with Joshua upon dispossessing the nations whom God drove out
before our fathers, until the time of David. 46 “David found favor in God’s sight, and asked that he
might find a dwelling place for the God of Jacob. 47 “But it was Solomon who built a house for Him.
48 “However, the Most High does not dwell in houses made by human hands; as the prophet says:
49 ‘HEAVEN IS MY THRONE, AND EARTH IS THE FOOTSTOOL OF MY FEET; WHAT KIND OF
HOUSE WILL YOU BUILD FOR ME?’ says the Lord, ‘OR WHAT PLACE IS THERE FOR MY REPOSE?
50 ‘WAS IT NOT MY HAND WHICH MADE ALL THESE THINGS?’ 51 “You men who are stiff-necked
and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your
fathers did. 52 “Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? They killed those who had
previously announced the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have
now become; 53 you who received the law as ordained by angels, and yet did not keep it.”

Questions:
1. Synthesize Stephen’s speech into one or two sentences.
2. Why do you think Stephen went into such great detail about Jewish history and did not mention

Jesus by name?
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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 4-17-2016. This week we will study readings from the
Book of Acts, Revelation and the Gospel of John. We will go into some great depth on the first two
readings. We hope that you both enjoy and learn something this week from our study and that you
are forever spoiled for the ordinary.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from the Book of Acts. Paul and Barnabus were on their first missionary journey
to share the Word of God in the Jewish synagogues (Acts 13:4). So much happened in Jerusalem that
they wanted others to know - Jesus Christ’s death, resurrection and ascension had defined the
Jewish faith in a whole new way. The Holy Spirit had been sent to the believers to empower them to
be witnesses all over the world (Acts 1:8). Paul’s and Barnabus were “set apart” to be witnesses to
Who Jesus what and what He had taught them (Acts 13:1-3). They were also sent to help those who
were lost in darkness such that they could see the light of the Good News that their sins could be
forgiven and a new relationship with God could be established through faith in Jesus (Acts 13:38-39).

On their travels they often went to the Jewish synagogue to share how Jesus was the fulfillment of
the promised long awaited Messiah (Acts 13:33-39). They gave convincing evidence to the Jews and
God-fearing Gentiles that Jesus matched the description of the One from God Who would provide
salvation. Jesus had risen from the grave, therefore, sealing the case that He was the Christ (Acts
13:32-33). In today’s reading, we find Paul and Barnabus being invited back to the synagogue to
continue sharing their insights about God’s work through Christ.

First Reading:

Note: Paul’s speech in Antioch was omitted from the reading. If you would like to read the speech it
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is included at the end of the study in the “Going Deeper” section.

Acts 13:14 NAS95 14 But going on from Perga, they arrived at Pisidian Antioch, and on the Sabbath
day they went into the synagogue and sat down.

Acts 13:43-52 NAS95 43 Now when the meeting of the synagogue had broken up, many of the Jews
and of the God-fearing proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking to them, were urging
them to continue in the grace of God. 44 The next Sabbath nearly the whole city assembled to hear
the word of the Lord. 45 But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began
contradicting the things spoken by Paul, and were blaspheming. 46 Paul and Barnabas spoke out
boldly and said, “It was necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it
and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. 47 “For so the
Lord has commanded us, ‘I HAVE PLACED YOU AS A LIGHT FOR THE GENTILES, THAT YOU MAY
BRING SALVATION TO THE END OF THE EARTH."” 48 When the Gentiles heard this, they began
rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had been appointed to eternal life
believed. 49 And the word of the Lord was being spread through the whole region. 50 But the Jews
incited the devout women of prominence and the leading men of the city, and instigated a
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district. 51 But they shook off
the dust of their feet in protest against them and went to Iconium. 52 And the disciples were
continually filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.

As a result of Paul’s speech the previous week, a large group from the city gathered such that they
didn’t miss Paul’s second address. The Jews received this second message of Paul very jealously
which resulted in them instituting persecution of Paul and Barnabus by “incit[ing] the devout women
of prominence and the leading men of the city” (v. 50) such that they were driven out of the city.
However, many of the Gentiles in the mixed crowd heard Paul’s speech and responded in faith (v.
48). Paul and Barnabus did as Jesus had commanded the disciples (Matthew 10:14) and shook the
dust of the feet in protest while they left that city and went on to Iconium (v. 51).

The reading marks the transition point of Paul’s ministry from the Jews to the Gentiles (v. 46) which
then became his primary ministry (see Galatians 1:16, Romans 15:15-16). Paul said later about this
in Romans, “But by their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous”
(Romans 11:11b). The outpouring of God’s Spirit on the Gentiles was something that the prophets
predicted long ago. Isaiah said, “I will make you a light to the Gentiles, and you will bring my
salvation to the ends of the earth” (Isaiah 49:6). This marks the dawn of a new and unseen era, the
church age. Paul spoke about this later in his ministry:

25 Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for
your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God,

26 that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been
manifested to His saints,
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27 to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. (Colossians 1:25-27).

The big idea in the reading is that in the midst of rejection and persecution, the Word of the Lord is
still able to penetrate and transform hearts.

Next, we move onto the second reading in which we will see the eternal impact of Paul’s ministry on
the eternal lives of believers from around the world.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The context of the reading from the Book of Revelation is a “parenthesis,” or pause in John's
revealing of the seven seal judgments being unveiled by Jesus. We cannot overstate the importance
of understanding the context of any reading, but especially when we are dealing with the end-time
events portrayed here in the Book of Revelation. When reading Revelation one has to understand
that the story moves between visions of events happening on earth to things happening in heaven.
Along the way there are frequent pauses in the action, or “parenthesis,” where the vision shifts from
earth to heaven or vice versa.

Looking back from today’s reading in chapter 7, beginning in chapter 6 Jesus pours out a series of
judgments on the earth (Revelation 6:1-17). With the unleashing of the sixth seal, great signs are
seen in the sky (Revelation 6:12). This accords with what Jesus spoke about in Matthew 24:29-30.
John said, “I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake; and the sun
became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became like blood” (Revelation 6:12).
Jesus said about this in Matthew, “But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN
WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL FALL
from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken” (Matthew 24:29). The next verse in this
section of Mathew provides is with strong clue as to the overall context of the signs as it relates to
Jesus’ promised return (Acts 1:11). Jesus said, “And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in
the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING
ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory” (Matthew 29:30, emphasis added).
Jesus said that He would return after the display of the signs in the sky, which is just before the
seventh seal judgment is poured out on the earth. This brings us to the parenthesis in the text from
which we find today’s reading, after the revelation of the six seal, but before the return of the Lord
Jesus and the unveiling of the seventh seal.

The event that happens before the parenthesis of today’s reading is another tangential pause in
which John records the gathering of 12 groups of elect saints (meaning believers) from within Israel.
John records the details of this event in the opening of chapter 7:

1 After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds
of the earth, so that no wind would blow on the earth or on the sea or on any tree. 2 And I saw
another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, having the seal of the living God; and he cried
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out with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, 3
saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees until we have sealed the bond-servants of our
God on their foreheads.” 4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred and forty-
four thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel: (Revelation 7:1-4).

The angels divinely mark 12 “tribes” of Israelites consisting of a large number of 12,000 from each
group. The value of 12,000 is perhaps not a literal number but rather indicative of the fullness or
total completion of the task. Regardless, this marking is such that these people are set apart in a
way that they receive God'’s divine protection during the balance of the tribulation period, some
three and half years. John makes this clear later in Chapter 12. “But the two wings of the great eagle
were given to the woman, so that she could fly into the wilderness to her place, where she was
nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent” (Revelation 12:14).
This “sealing of the bondservants of our God” is also indicated in the parallel passage in Matthew.
Jesus says in that Gospel about this event, “And He will send forth His angels with A GREAT
TRUMPET and THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER His elect from the four winds, from one end of the
sky to the other” (Matthew 24:31). This divine sealing, marking or protecting occurs just before
Jesus’ return and the unleashing of the final judgements upon the earth including the seventh seal,
seven trumpet judgements and seven bowl judgments. The bowl judgments conclude the wrath that
God has stored out to pour out upon the unbelieving world at the end of the age. “Then I saw
another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels who had seven plagues, which are the
last, because in them the wrath of God is finished” (Revelation 15:1).

After the divine “sealing” is completed, the story moves to John's parenthetical vision of a large
group of believers in heaven, which is where we pick up at today’s reading.

Second Reading:
Note: Verse 13, which was omitted from the reading, is included separately.

Revelation 7:9 NAS95 9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one
could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne
and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands;

Omitted verse:

Re 7:13 9 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “These who are clothed in the white robes,
who are they, and where have they come from?”

Revelation 7:14-17 NAS95 14 I said to him, “My lord, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the
ones who come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white
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in the blood of the Lamb. 15 For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve Him
day and night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne will spread His tabernacle over them. 16
They will hunger no longer, nor thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat down on them, nor any heat; 17
for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide them to springs of the
water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes.”

In the reading John said, “After these things,” meaning after the sealing of the “144,000” (Revelation
7:4) and the outpouring of the first six seal judgments upon the earth. The scene now shifts back
from events happening on the earth to events happening in heaven. We must be cautious in our
interpretation of the events in heaven because those occur outside of the space / time domain to
which we are bound to on earth. However, John’s juxtaposition of this parenthesis in this exact spot
in Revelation is significant because it indicates the source of the great cloud of believers about
which John is speaking in the reading. Verse 14 reveals that the source of the “great multitude” (v.
9a) are “the ones who come out of the great tribulation.” These “tribulation saints” are the believers
who are killed for their faith as the end of age grinds to a halt during the reign of the Antichrist on
earth. Later John says about this wicked person, “It was also given to him to make war with the
saints and to overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation
was given to him” (Revelation 13:7, emphasis added). During this terrible time, the reign of the
Antichrist will be so strong as to almost fatalistically determine the outcome of each person alive on
earth at the time. “If anyone is destined for captivity, to captivity he goes; if anyone kills with the
sword, with the sword he must be killed. Here is the perseverance and the faith of the saints”
(Revelation 13:10). The saints that are killed during this time will be divinely protected in heaven
forever; in contrast to the “144,000,” we saw who are divinely protected on earth during the
tribulation period. This group in heaven will no longer hunger or thirst, or be too hot or too cold” (v.
16) “for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd” (v. 17a). We will read more
about Jesus’ role as Shepherd in the Gospel lesson. Many of the Christian saints on earth during this
time will be martyred for their faith, while the “144,000” will enter the Millennial Kingdom alive to
repopulate the earth. When Jesus returns He will gather the saints (believers) that have survived up
until that point as well as those saints that died in the Lord. Saint Paul said about this, “Then we
who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air, and so we shall always be with the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:17). This is the return of the Lord
promised in Acts 1:11 and the rapture (or catching up) of all believers both alive and dead as stated
in this verse from 1 Thessalonians.

The big idea in the reading is that even though this world does not recognize and treat God’s people
(saints) well, these verses reassure us that there will be justice and provision in the life to come with
a sense of eternal comfort. We see how Jesus acted as the divine Shepherd of His sheep in heaven.
As we move onto the Gospel reading, we will see how Jesus portrays Himself as the Shepherd of His
sheep on earth.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The Gospel reading is from Saint John. The Book of John casts Jesus as the Son of God and speaks of
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eternal life in terms of knowing Him. The context of today’s reading is Jesus’ teaching on His role as
the Shepherd of the true sheep in contrast to the false sheep and false shepherds that abounded in
Israel during this time of extreme satanic activity surrounding Jesus’ ministry.

Gospel Reading:

John 10:27-30 NAS95 27 “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28 and I
give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. 29
My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of
the Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”

The big idea in the reading is that God offers security to believers through the Great Shepherd Jesus
Christ. Throughout the Scripture, the Lord God pictures Himself as the “Shepherd of the Sheep,”
and this occurs early in the Bible. The first time this concept appears is back in the Book of Genesis
when Jacob was prophesizing about the twelve sons (and tribes) of Israel, this time about Joseph.
“Joseph is a fruitful bough, A fruitful bough by a spring; Its branches run over a wall. The archers
bitterly attacked him, And shot at him and harassed him; But his bow remained firm, And his arms
were agile, From the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob (From there is the Shepherd, the Stone of
Israel)” (Genesis 49:22-24). The shepherd theme is reminiscent of the opening of Psalm 23, “The
LORD is my Shepherd, I shall not want” v. 1). As we examine today’s reading we find additional
insight into the identity of this Shepherd of Israel. He emerges as a Shepherd-King figure Who has a
special relationship with the LORD. This is none other than the Lord Jesus Himself, the about whom
Jesus says of Himself, “I and the Father are one” (v. 30).

As believers in Jesus, we can find great comfort from John’s writing. First, God will never lose any of
His sheep, meaning that God Himself places a calling upon our lives to come to faith in His Son Jesus
Christ (v. 28). Jesus said, “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I
will raise him up on the last day” (John 6:44). Second, we can trust that God will take care of us in
the same way that a Good Shepherd takes care of His sheep. Finally, although we may feel judged by
worldly people in this age, the only real judgment that counts is our True Judge the Lord Jesus
Himself. We can trust that God’s judgment will be correct in that as we enter eternity He will judge
between the lost sheep and evil shepherds in our land and differentiate between the ones that do
good in serving Him.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. How does the reading from the Gospel of John give you assurance that you are one of God’s
sheep? Some characteristics of His sheep are:

e His sheep hear His voice,
e Jesus assures us that He knows us, and
 His sheep follow him.

How can you use this Scripture to help you know that you are in the sheepfold and to counteract the
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doubts that the enemy uses against you to make you question your faith.

2. Looking at the first reading, how does the fact that Paul and Barnabus were met with rejection
and violence while at the same time experiencing a degree of welcome give you an interpretative
framework for your own experiences of sharing the Word of God with others?

Going Deeper

The following is Paul’s speech to the Jews and Jewish converts (proselytes, Acts 13:43) in Antioch:

Acts 13:15-42 NAS95 15 After the reading of the Law and the Prophets the synagogue officials sent
to them, saying, “Brethren, if you have any word of exhortation for the people, say it.” 16 Paul stood
up, and motioning with his hand said, “Men of Israel, and you who fear God, listen: 17 “The God of
this people Israel chose our fathers and made the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt,
and with an uplifted arm He led them out from it. 18 “For a period of about forty years He put up
with them in the wilderness. 19 “When He had destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, He
distributed their land as an inheritance-all of which took about four hundred and fifty years. 20
“After these things He gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. 21 “Then they asked for a king,
and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22 “After He
had removed him, He raised up David to be their king, concerning whom He also testified and said,
‘I HAVE FOUND DAVID the son of Jesse, A MAN AFTER MY HEART, who will do all My will.” 23
“From the descendants of this man, according to promise, God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus,
24 after John had proclaimed before His coming a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel.
25 “And while John was completing his course, he kept saying, ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am
not He. But behold, one is coming after me the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to untie.” 26
“Brethren, sons of Abraham’s family, and those among you who fear God, to us the message of this
salvation has been sent. 27 “For those who live in Jerusalem, and their rulers, recognizing neither
Him nor the utterances of the prophets which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled these by condemning
Him. 28 “And though they found no ground for putting Him to death, they asked Pilate that He be
executed. 29 “When they had carried out all that was written concerning Him, they took Him down
from the cross and laid Him in a tomb. 30 “But God raised Him from the dead; 31 and for many days
He appeared to those who came up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, the very ones who are now
His witnesses to the people. 32 “And we preach to you the good news of the promise made to the
fathers, 33 that God has fulfilled this promise to our children in that He raised up Jesus, as it is also
written in the second Psalm, 'YOU ARE MY SON; TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU.” 34 “As for the
fact that He raised Him up from the dead, no longer to return to decay, He has spoken in this way: ‘I
WILL GIVE YOU THE HOLY and SURE blessings OF DAVID.” 35 “Therefore He also says in another
Psalm, 'YOU WILL NOT ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO DECAY. 36 “For David, after he
had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep, and was laid among his fathers and
underwent decay; 37 but He whom God raised did not undergo decay. 38 “Therefore let it be known
to you, brethren, that through Him forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 39 and through Him
everyone who believes is freed from all things, from which you could not be freed through the Law of
Moses. 40 “Therefore take heed, so that the thing spoken of in the Prophets may not come upon you:
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41 ‘BEHOLD, YOU SCOFFERS, AND MARVEL, AND PERISH; FOR 1 AM ACCOMPLISHING A WORK
IN YOUR DAYS, A WORK WHICH YOU WILL NEVER BELIEVE, THOUGH SOMEONE SHOULD
DESCRIBE IT TO YOU."” 42 As Paul and Barnabas were going out, the people kept begging that
these things might be spoken to them the next Sabbath.

Study Questions:

1. Trace the history of God’s work in the world to bring people to reconcile people to Himself. For
example:

e God chose the Jews and made them great in a foreign land (v. 17)

2. List all of the evidence given by Paul in this passage to prove Jesus’ Messiahship.

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.usccbh.org/bible/readings/041716.cfm

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB
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An Examination of the Escatolical View of
Scripture Emerging from Hanegraaf and
Brouwer’s First Book in the Last Disciple

Series

AN EXAMINATION OF THE ESCATOLOGICAL VIEW OF SCRIPTURE
EMERGING FROM HANEGRAAFF AND BROUWER'’S FIRST BOOK
IN THE LAST DISCIPLE SERIES
BY JIM HILL

The Last Disciple (hereafter LD) is a fictional novel set in the Roman Empire during the reign of
Nero. The main character is Vitas, a trusted advisor of Nero that attempts to curb this beast’s
maniacal excesses and save Christians from torture and execution. The plot is complex and follows
Vitas as he journeys to Jerusalem to report on the governor Florus who has been persecuting Jews

and Christians alike. During the adventure, Vitas becomes engaged to a former slave girl named

Sophia who is a Christian. Eventually they meet up with John the Revelator who is being held in
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prison. The book is exciting but requires attention to details since this first book in the series spends

an extensive amount of time building the characters for future books.

The thesis of this paper is the degree to which we can affirm the partial preterist position that
emerges from Hank Hanegraaff and Sigmund Brouwer’s first book in their eschatologically themed
series. Specifically, what are the main eschatological themes in the book? Second, did John mean for
us to refer to the first-century Roman ruler Nero in the book of Revelation when he spoke of the
beast? Finally, can we interpret many of the events in the Olivet Discourse as having already found
their fulfillment during Nero’s persecution of Christians during the middle part of the first century?
Hanegraaff stated in the afterward of his book that the theology in the series was predicated by a
term that he invented called “exegetical eschatology.”[1] The thesis therefore is the extent to which
this eschatological perspective is theologically palatable as it develops within the Last Disciple and

from other statements made by Hanegraaff.

The word preterism came from the Latin words praeter meaning “beyond,” and ire which means
“go.” This eschatological view has interpreted certain OT and NT biblical prophesies as having
already been fulfilled. Toussaint quoted Ice as indicating three forms of this theology, including mild,
moderate, and extreme. Followers of the extreme form teach have taught that all biblical prophesy
has been fulfilled and the Lord Jesus has already returned. Teachers of the moderate form have held
that most Bible prophesies have been fulfilled except for the second coming of Jesus. Adherents of
the mild form of preterism have held that the Tribulation spoken of in the Olivet Discourse and
Revelation was fulfilled through the judgment of the Jews in 70 C.E. or Rome in 313 C.E.[2] It was

this mild form of what we call partial preterism that was the subject of this treatise.

Tyndale released The Last Disciple in late 2004 in response to Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins’
highly successful Left Behind series. Time magazine interviewed Hank Hanegraaff when this first
book was being released who said, “There is a lot of hysteria because of the Left Behind books.” He

continued, “The Left Behind books are part of a trend toward sensationalism and ‘script torture’ of
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the Bible.”[3] Several recent events ignited this battling of end-times authors. First was the 1996
release of the Left Behind book and subsequent series by LaHaye and Jenkins. Second was the
callous acceptance by many evangelicals to Jenkins’ series. Many of the callers to Hanegraaff’s Bible
Answer Man program did not seem to be willing to rethink any of their eschatological view. A third
factor in the debate was pregnant pause that ensued as Christian radio listeners waited for the
release of Hanegraaff’s own position on eschatology. Hank made many critical comments about
Jenkins’ book on his radio program. Whenever callers would ask for Hank'’s position, his response
was to tell them to wait for his book. His main complaint was that many callers blindly followed the
futurist, pre-millennial view like a pied piper. Listeners to the program weren’t surprised when Hank
released his book series with a different theological bent coauthored with novelist Sigmund
Brouwer. After Tyndale released this first book in the fictional series in 2004, the second one

entitled The Last Sacrifice followed in 2005.

Primary Theological Issues in The Last Disciple

Eschatology is a vast and complex subject. If we were to examine all of the theological issues that
emerged from the LD we would be doing so right up until “the Lord himself (comes) down from
heaven with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God” (1
Thess 4:16). [4] Because of this complexity, we have narrowed the scope of this paper to the events
in the Olivet Discourse with a brief reference to events mentioned in Revelation. Yet the
interrelatedness of the material requires that we examine at least some of the main theological

themes in the book. These are seemingly without number, but the main ones are as follows.

First, the LD is an outright rejection of the futurist view of eschatology. It espouses a partial
preterist view regardless of what Hanegraaff says otherwise. This doesn’t mean that we accuse
Hanegraaff of an unorthodox Christian view. Adams provided an excellent treatise on the different
between what he called an “orthodox preterists” and an “unorthodox preterists.” Although theology
is usually done in shades of gray, this debate on orthodoxy revolves around the heart of the Gospel,

the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The unorthodox preterist denies the second coming of Christ,
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saying that Jesus came spiritually in 70 C.E. They also deny the resurrection of the dead and
relegate this to a spiritual sense.[5] Hanegraaff follows the orthodox view and doesn’t in any way
deny either the second coming of Christ or the resurrection of the dead. Even though Hank has
rejected the prevailing eschatological view, his position isn’t unorthodox in any fashion. We should

discuss his beliefs with gentleness and respect as he likes to say on his program.

Second, the premise of LD almost entirely hinges upon an early dating of Revelation, before the
destruction of the Jerusalem temple. The thesis of the book is based upon this early dating of both
Revelation and the entire NT. In his second book, Hank questions how John could have written
Revelation and not mentioned that the temple had been destroyed. He said, “The point of all this is
that if Revelation was written before AD 70, then it is reasonable to assume that the vision given to
John was meant to reveal the apocalyptic events surrounding the destruction of Jerusalem—events
that were still in John’s future but that are in our past.” Hank went on to say, “First, it is instructive
to note that the late dating for Revelation is largely dependent on a single—markedly
ambiguous—sentence in the writings of Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons.” He gave one single reason for
rejecting the late dating (95 C.E.) of Revelation. [6] Geisler stated regarding the eschatology in the
LD book, “There is strong evidence that Revelation was written in the 90s well after Nero was dead
during Domitian’s reign. If so, this would make the LD false.” Geisler gave no less than ten reasons
for the late dating of Revelation.[7] It is evident from history that Nero was a monster. However, the
text of Revelation seems to indicate that the beast mentioned there is connected to a later Roman
figure or the nation as a whole. The first time that the beast appears is in Rev 11:7. The context of
this passage is during the close of ministry of the two witnesses who are then overcome by the beast
that came up from the abyss and killed them. Neither history or Scripture record the ministry of
these two individuals during the timeframe of Nero. The beast could be prefigured by Nero, but

certainly wasn'’t fulfilled by him.

Geisler continued to refocus the likely setting of Revelation in the future. He quoted Hanegraaff’s
book as saying that since John uses words like “the time is near” and “soon” in Revelation, this

reveals that John could not have been looking towards the modern era. Geisler said, “If so, then on
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this premise the whole book of Revelation (including the Second Coming and Resurrection -
Chapters 19-20) must refer to the first century since the word “soon” applies to the whole book of
Revelation (1:1; 22:10). In this case full preterism follows which is heretical.” Geisler found that the
word translated “quickly” in various places in Revelation is tachu (tacu) meaning “quick, swift, or
speedy.” He said, “Hence this term need not, as LD argues, refer to a first-century event but to the

imminent coming of Christ whenever it occurs.”[8]

Third, LD incorporates metaphorical language of scriptural in a very literal fashion from the
Olivet Discourse and Revelation. This is something that Hank, while on his radio program, has
accused LaHaye of doing. Hanegraaff said, “The pretribulational rapture model featured in the Left
Behind series interprets Revelation 13 in a strictly literal fashion.”[9] Yet Hank did the very same
thing in his book with a variety of scriptural texts. On the very first page of the book, Hanegraaff
introduced Nero as a man dressed in a costume consisting of leopard’s skin, eagle’s wings, a bear’s
legs, and the head of a lion alluding directly to Daniel 7 and Revelation 13.[10] Before the end of the
first chapter, Hanegraaff had openly identified Nero as the “beast” spoken of by John in
Revelation.[11] Additional examples abound. One of the characters said, “Earthquakes seem to occur
daily across the world.”[12] Hanegraaff didn’t do anything different than LaHaye in literalizing the
details of Scripture, but he shouldn’t accuse LaHaye of violating hermeneutical principles since LD
was filled with similar examples. On the positive side, Hanegraaff and Brouwer did a good job in
painting this historical situation that existed in Jerusalem during the reign of Nero by including

many true historical features.

Finally, LD inaccurately states the futurist position regarding the activities of antichrist in Rev.
13. Hanegraaff stated, “The pretribulational rapture model in the Left Behind series interprets
Revelation 13 in a strictly literal fashion. Thus the antichrist dies and resurrects himself physically in
order to vindicate his claim to be god.”[13] Hank contrasted his approach with LaHaye’s:

In sharp contrast, The Last Disciple series exegetes Revelation 13 in light of the whole
Scripture. Thus Satan can parody the work of Christ through ‘all kinds of counterfeit miracles,

signs, and wonders’ (2 Thessalonians 2:9), but he cannot literally do what Christ did—namely,
raise himself from the dead. . . .What is at stake here is nothing less than the deity and
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resurrection of Christ.[14]

The problem with Hank’s thesis is that the biblical text does not plainly say that the antichrist
does this. Revelation 13:3 states, “I saw one of his heads as if it had been slain, and his fatal wound
was healed. And the whole earth was amazed and followed after the beast” (emphasis added). The
NIV reads, “seemed to have had a fatal wound.”[15] The word rendered “seemed” in the NIV is the
Greek word W¢ (hoos) which means, “that is to say, so to speak,” or as in 1Thess 5:2; “like,” in the
sense “like a thief in the night.”[16] The text goes on, “And he (the false prophet) deceives those who
dwell on the earth because of the signs which it was given him to perform in the presence of the
beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who had the wound of the
sword and has come to life” (Rev 13:14, emphasis added). These passages speak of how the false
prophet deceives those on earth through the antichrist who was wounded as if dead. It is evident
from these verses that the “death and resurrection” of the antichrist is a satanic deception.
Scripture states, “And the whole earth was amazed” (13:3b). Therefore, LaHaye was justified in

portraying an actual death and resurrection since the whole word was deceived by this satanic trick.

Norm Geisler reviewed the book and made the following statement regarding the preceding
issues:

Many events in Matthew 24-25 and Revelation 6-18 were not fulfilled in A.D. 70 - at least not
literally. For example, the stars did not fall from heaven (Mt. 24:29), nor were one-third of humans
killed (Rev. 9:18), and neither did all the creatures in the sea die (Rev. 16:3) in A.D. 70. . . . Although
LD disavows the label of “partial preterism” as well as “post-millennialism” this conclusion is in
agreement with preterism. And if LD is right, then the rest of the Tribulation (Rev. 6-18) must be
placed there t00.[17]

Geisler hit on both the main eschatological theme and the problem with the partial preterist
theology. The theme is that most of the events in Revelation were already fulfilled during the first-
century except for the second coming of the Lord. The problem is that many of the events named by
the partial preterists weren’t completely fulfilled in that century. It’s not so much that some of the

events that occurred during the first century couldn’t have fulfilled Scripture, but that they weren’t

fulfilled in the thorough manner that the futurists require. In any case, Jesus’ birth certainly
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surprised many Jews who later believed in him. It was only after the fact that anyone could look into
OT prophesy and locate the details of Jesus’ coming. These are the reasons that our correspondence
with those holding a partial preterist position must be seasoned with love and humility that is to be

forthcoming of fellow believers (John 13:35).

The Olivet Discourse in LD

A well developed theology regarding the Olivet Discourse doesn’t completely emerge in the LD
since it is the first in the series. However, several themes do emerge regarding Jesus’ prophetic
speech heralded by Matthew, Mark, and Luke. LD holds that the first portion of the scriptural text of
the Olivet Discourse relates to the first century during the reign of Nero. In Matthew’s version of the
Discourse, Jesus predicted that the temple would be destroyed, then after a lengthy discourse he
said in 24:34 that, “Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take
place.” Truly, what is meant by “this generation” is where the discussion on the Discourse must
begin. Hanegraaff quoted these verses in the afterward of his second book to tie the generation
mentioned in verse 34 to the destruction of the temple in verse 2.[18] After Jesus’ lengthy discourse,
the Lord went on to say when all these things would happen. In verse 34 he said, “Truly I say to you,
this generation will not pass away until all these things take place.” Hank agrees that Jesus has not
yet returned,[19] therefore he cannot say that “this generation” is being spoken of in the near sense
since if this was the case the entirety of prophesy in the Olivet Discourse would have had to have
been fulfilled when the temple was destroyed. Hank can’t have it both ways as Geisler aptly noted.
He can’t say that Jesus was saying that all of the events would be fulfilled in the lifetime of the
generation existing around 70 C.E., but on the other hand look forward to Jesus’ return on the

clouds (v. 30) in the future.

Hank tries to get around these apparent difficulties. He said, “This is not to say, however, that all
of the prophecies in Revelation have already been fulfilled. . . . Revelation not only predicted fore-
future events, such as the coming apocalypse in John's lifetime, but also chronicles events that will

take place in the far and final future.”[20] According to Hank, “(He is) deeply committed to a proper
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method of biblical interpretation rather than any particular model of eschatology.”[21] This is a
reasonable hermeneutic in light of the vagaries of theological systems gone awry such as hyper-
Calvinism or Wesley’s Christian perfection. His method deserves serious attention even though at
first glance from a futurist perspective it is logically inconsistent. Hanegraaff would have to draw a
dividing line between which events were literally fulfilled during Nero’s reign and destruction of the
temple during the Jewish civil war and the ones that were not. Futurist often point to dual
fulfillments of prophetic Scripture. This adds yet another layer of theology to that hermeneutic,
making prophetic interpretation the vastly complicated science it is. Hanegraaff’s partial preterist
hermeneutic, even though he doesn’t call it that, not only brings some simplicity but may also help to
explain away some of the futurist’s problematic verses such as Matthew 24:34 which according to

Toussaint is a hard one for everyone.[22]

Perhaps what is needed in the eschatological debates on the Discourse is this entirely different
perspective brought by the partial preterist scholars. Nixon began his book on the Olivet Discourse
from this perspective with the following statement, “If anyone proposes a new interpretation of
Scripture that contradicts the sober opinions of MOST known Bible scholars, he is probably wrong.
However, this is one case, at least, where one must ignore all existing attempts to explain the
Discourse.” Next, he boldly stated that Matthew 24:3-22 was clearly fulfilled during the

Jewish/Roman civil war of 66-70 C.E., and “the present writer knows of NO ONE who disagrees with

this interpretation.” [23] Nixon said, “The standards or pennants of the 10" legion (the Roman army’s
gods) were regarded as the “abomination of desolation” by the Jews of the city.”[24] This
interpretation contradicts even the most fundamental understanding of the futurist interpretation of
the Discourse. Most futurist commentators point to these verses as having at least a future
fulfillment regardless of what happened in the first century. Many look to the typology of the second
century B.C.E. events under Antiochus Epiphanes, with final fulfillment in the future.[25] The
preterist authors do offer an entirely different perspective, but not one without serious reactionary
preconceptions against the futurists. Their reactions against the futurists seem to drive their

theology as much as the futurists are driven by their own.
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Hanegraaff’s book wasn’t without many redeeming theological expressions. He offered an
excellent insight regarding the biblical author’s use of visual imagery in the Discourse. In his story,
Helius was second in command under Nero, and had one of his scribes read from the Gospel of

Matthew 24:29-30:

But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the stars will
fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then the sign of the Son of
Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the
Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.”

His scribe related the meaning of this Scripture to him:

If you were a Jew, you would be familiar with the imagery. Coming on the clouds is a familiar
Jewish expression used by our prophets to communicate the majesty and sovereign power of
God. His coming on the clouds translates to judgment for those who resist Him and blessing for
those who bow the knee. . . . Isaiah, for example, used this very expression to describe God’s
retribution on Egypt when he prophesied that God would come in wrath and fierce anger to
make the land of Babylon desolate, he said that ‘the rising sun will be darkened and the moon
will not give its light.’”[26]

As futurists, we have quite likely missed the sense of the Scripture by over literalizing it. This is
hypocritical since it is the same thing that we earlier accused the partial preterists of doing. In the
NASB, the text regarding the darkening of the sky is in all capitals, indicating an OT quotation. In
terms of Jesus’ promise to come in the clouds, should we literalize this in keeping with the promise
by the angels in Acts 1:11, or should we allow symbolism in keeping with first-century Jewish
thought? This latter course appears more logical, especially in light of Revelation 1:7: “Behold, He is
coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes
of the earth will mourn over him.” How can every eye see his coming at the same time if this is taken
literally? In this text, the first portion concerning the coming of the Son of Man in the clouds is a
direct quote from Daniel 7:13. In Exodus, the pillar of cloud was literally representative of the glory
of God. Certainly, we have to allow for Jewish symbolism and visual imagery given to us by the
Jewish scholars who created the NT.

Conclusion - No Logical Middle Ground

The value of Hank Hanegraaff’s book was not its theological brilliance but rather the challenge
that it offered his readers to develop their own eschatological position. The first book in the series
didn’t develop an extensive theology but rather laid the groundwork for subsequent books. Hank
appears to have taken a partial preterist position not so much as a middle ground but as a reaction
against the futurists. In doing so, he has attempted to force his own partial preterism system on
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them, rather than allowing for what he called an exegetical theology to interpret the text outside of
existing theological systems. We cannot suggest a novel middle ground that would negate some of
the difficulties with Hanegraaff’s position while offsetting those of the futurist position. Instead, we
must continue to wrestle with the whole of Scripture with special emphasis on proper
contextualization of the eschatological events in the NT. We long for additional validation of the late
dating of Revelation. This is not so much for the purposes of proving our futurist position, which we
believe, is the correct one, but to glorify the Lord in more confidently proclaiming his coming
judgment and glory. Govett said back in 1985, “In conclusion—fully I am convinced that no ingenuity
can extricate the Praeterist interpreter from the endless difficulties, absurdities, historic
contradictions which beset his scheme.”[27]
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