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Mass Study Notes for Sunday, 11-22-2015

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 11-22-2015. This week we will see the rulership of
Jesus from three different angles in the readings from the Mass. The first reading is an Old
Testament prophecy about His dominion and kingdom being an everlasting establishment. The
second reading, from the book of Revelation in the New Testament, confirms the eternal dominion
and power that Jesus has, but also adds a sense of personal tenderness towards us who believe in
Him. The last reading, from the Gospel of John, chronicles the self-revelation of Jesus as King,
recognizing that His kingdom was not of this world. Although his kingship was misunderstood and
missed by many in His first advent, it will not be misunderstood at His second advent.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from the Book of Daniel Chapter 7. The first six chapters of the Book record
mostly historical events with some prophecy. However, as we move into chapter seven, Daniel
records visions given to him from God concerning future events. These prophetic messages were
given to Daniel by God during various times during his life. The context of Chapter 7 was a message
given to Daniel “In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon” (Daniel 7:1), meaning it was before
the overthrow of the Babylonian Empire by the Medo Persian forces under Cyrus the Great. There is
some debate as to the identity of Belshazzar, who was most likely an overlord that reigned under the
authority of the King. In examining historical sources it is also likely that Belshazzar was either the
son or grandson of the famous King Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel’s visions in the first 12 verses of
chapter 7 are of four successive empires beginning with Babylon depicted by a lion (v 4). The second
is Medo / Persia depicted by a bear. The third is the Greek Empire pictured by a leopard, King
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Alexander, with four wings picturing his four generals to whom his kingdom was divided after his
fast and furious life. Finally, the last empire is a “dreadful and terrible beast” depicting both the
Roman Empire in the shorter term and in the long term a restored Roman-like empire corresponding
to Babylon the Great in the Book of Revelation. Daniel said about this one, “After this I kept looking
in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrifying and extremely strong; and it
had large iron teeth. It devoured and crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it
was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns” (Daniel 7:7). Another
ruler called the “little horn” (v. 8) will arise from among the last empire with a “mouth uttering great
boasts” (v. 8f). This “little horn” was prefigured by King Antiochus IV Epiphanes who tormented the
Jews in the third century BC as recorded in the book of 1 Maccabees. This “antichrist of the Old
Testament” is a type of the person that will exist during the end times. This is the person spoken of
in Revelation 13:2 - 10 with language very similar to that of the Prophet Daniel.

This introduction brings us to today’s reading in which we see a vision in heaven that pictures the
kingdom of Jesus being presented to Him by God the Father. At the end of the age after four world
empires have controlled the world with the last one devouring the ones that came before it, God will
finally claim the kingdom that is rightfully His after putting down the evil rulers that had come
before.

First Reading:

Daniel 7:13-14 NAS95 13 “I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven
One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented
before Him. 14 And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the peoples, nations
and men of every language Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion Which will not
pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed.”

Daniel clearly saw a revelation of the Lord Jesus Who was to come, as Jesus used this same
terminology in referring to Himself in Matthew 24:30, “And then the sign of the Son of Man will
appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN
COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory.” Jesus also called Himself the
Son of Man in John 5:27. When Jesus returns to set up His kingdom on earth, “His dominion [will be]
everlasting . . . [and] one which will not be destroyed.”

From this passage in Daniel we find out a few very important details about the future that should
inform us for our lives today. The first detail is the description of Jesus as the Son of Man. This was
Jesus’ most common way of referring to himself as recorded in the Gospels. Why would He describe
Himself as such (and not choose Son of God as His preferred self-reference)? It may be that He knew
we would be able to revere Him as the divine Son of God, but realized that we may have trouble
picturing Him as a man. Jesus’ identity as fully God and fully man is a mystery to us, but is
nonetheless important. As the second Adam, He fulfilled (as a man) the righteous requirements of
the law (Romans 8:3-4), what the first Adam could not do. And in that, He provides salvation for us if
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we unite ourselves with Him. A second key point, is that Jesus is given dominion, glory and a
kingdom for all people to serve Him. If this is the case for eternity (and this is good for us in the
future), then our servanthood to Jesus the King should be good for us today. Some people agonize
over the “sacrifice” it is to be a Christian. Well, really, the sacrifice is only toward the self-ruled life,
which is destructive to our soul anyways. In reality, Jesus’ is a good King, so when we let Him rule in
our life each day, we are living the life we were designed to live. Jesus said that He came to bring
life and that more abundantly (John 10:10). Can we trust Him to do this in us even now?

In these days of chaos before Jesus returns, we can look with confident hope that one day Jesus will
return to set up His perfect kingdom on earth in fulfillment of this promise in Daniel. Jesus will take
the dominion and kingdom back from Satan that was given to him for a short time (2 Corinthians
4:4), in light of eternity. As we encounter disturbing events in our world today, we can live with an
eternal perspective which banks on the fact that God wins.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The reading is from the Book of Revelation. The context of the reading is the beginning of the Book,
in which John introduces Jesus as the rightful Ruler of the earth in very similar language to what we
just read from Daniel.

Second Reading:

Revelation 1:5-8 NAS95 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and
the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood-
6 and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father-to Him be the glory and the
dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye
will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it
is to be. Amen. 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who
is to come, the Almighty.”

In the reading we see John’s testimony about the identity of Jesus as “the faithful witness” (one who
tells the truth and who’s words are reliable, John 18:37); “firstborn of the dead” (the first and
preeminent of all those who will rise from the dead, Romans 8:29); “ruler of the kings of the earth”
(the highest power); the One “who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood” (He created
a way for us to be made free from the slavery of sin and death by His great love, Romans 6:1-23);
and Who “made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father” (His goal is to make His
followers into a united people group who serves God the Father with our lives) (vv. 5 - 6). In verse 7
we see the return of the Lord Jesus as we read in Daniel, the One Who will come in the clouds to
fulfill the prophecy given by the angels in Acts 1:11 regarding how Jesus would return where they
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from
you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.”
Furthermore, John quoted from an important prophecy of Zechariah which predicted the ultimate
acceptance of Jesus by His people the Jews. Zechariah predicted the events regarding Jesus return:
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“I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of
supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as
one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him like the bitter weeping over a
firstborn” (Zechariah 12:10). Finally, John describes Jesus as the first and last, the “Alpha and
Omega,” a statement which forms a bookend in the Book of Revelation where it is repeated in the
closing section in Revelation 21:6 and 22:13. This is a way of saying that Jesus is A to Z and
everything in between. He is everything we need.

We can be confident that one day Jesus will return to establish His rightful place on earth as the
Ruler of the universe. He released us from our sins by His blood—a great sacrifice on His part. What
a wonderful Savior. May we live in the freedom He has granted us, giving our lives back to Him as a
living sacrifice (Romans 12:1-2).

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The Gospel reading is from Saint John chapter 18. The context is just after Jesus was betrayed by
Judas and arrested in the garden across from the Kidron Valley (John 13:1). Jesus was bound and led
first to Annas, the father-in-law of Caiaphas the high priest that year (John 18:13). Annas was the
one who had prophesied that it would be better for one man to die than for the rest of the nation to
perish (John 18:14). Jesus was interrogated by Annas, with Peter following at a distance (vv. 15-17).
Next, Jesus was led to Caiaphas the high priest (v. 24), then finally into the Praetorium where He
appeared before Pontius Pilate. While Annas and Caiaphas were the Jewish rulers, Pilate was the
Roman ruler, who could sentence a prisoner to death.

Gospel Reading:

John 18:33-37 NAS95 33 Therefore Pilate entered again into the Praetorium, and summoned Jesus
and said to Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Are you saying this on your
own initiative, or did others tell you about Me?” 35 Pilate answered, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own
nation and the chief priests delivered You to me; what have You done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My
kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then My servants would be fighting
so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.” 37
Therefore Pilate said to Him, “So You are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say correctly that I am a
king. For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to the truth.
Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.”

In the reading Jesus affirmed His rightful rulership of the world, although He had not yet established
His kingdom on earth as it already was so in heaven. Jesus’ kingdom was at this time a kingdom not
on earth, but rather one in the hearts of the people who believed. Jesus said, “Everyone who is of the
truth hears My voice” (v. 37). The subjects of His kingdom are those who come to Him in faith who
follow His truth. As we see in 1 John, “We will know by this that we are of the truth, and will assure
our heart before Him” (1 John 3:19). Just as Jesus’ rulership and kingdom were mocked and
discarded, we as His followers face similar persecution because of our belief in Him. Jesus said, “In
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this world you will have tribulation, but take heart, for I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). We
must learn how to live in the tension of the now as we wait for the “not yet”—our future with Him.
The fact that He endured the mistreatment of those in power gives us hope and strength to endure
the mistreatment of the world as it mocks and marginalizes the Gospel message. These are
opportunities to walk by faith not by sight (2 Cor. 5:7) and be a citizen of heaven (Phil. 3:20), thus
showing the veracity of Christ’s rulership in our lives.

What does this mean for us today? The readings today have shown us that Jesus truly is the Alpha
and Omega, the rightful ruler of the universe. One day He will return to His rightful place to rule
and reign on the earth. Until then we can trust in the promise of His return and look forward to the
salvation of our souls. Second, we can trust that once we believe in the Lord Jesus for our salvation
and not in any “good” works that we do (Ephesians 2:8-9) we can have assurance that we have
eternal life. God tells us that if we believe, then we can presume that we have eternal life. “These
things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that
you have eternal life” (1 John 5:13). Finally, we as we continue to study and understand the
prophecies about Jesus’ return, we can begin to see the events of the world taking shape as Jesus’
coming becomes more imminent. These events should not cause us alarm but rather give motivation
to expand our ministry efforts to reach lost people with the saving message of the Gospel.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. There were several descriptions of Jesus that were shared in the Mass passages this week. Take
some time and reflect on one or two from the list below and make a connection between the
description and how that can impact your perspective:

e Ruler of an everlasting Kingdom

Son of Man

Faithful witness

First born of the dead

Ruler of the kings of the earth

e The one who loves us and released us from sin by his blood
e The one who made us to be a kingdom

¢ The one who made us to be priests, to serve God

e The one who was pierced

e The Alpha and Omega

e The one who is and was and is to come

e The King of the Jews

e The one who’s kingdom is not of this world, but of another realm

2. If Jesus is King, how is His kingship displayed in your life? Are there ways that you are
intentionally surrendering your self-rule in order to be ruled by Him? What areas does His kingship
make sense in your life and motivate you to order your life around His values and priorities? Take
time to reaffirm your desire to see Jesus’ will override your self-will. What areas of your life need to
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be surrendered to His kingship? Take time to confess these areas of resistance to His rightful reign
and ask Him to help you surrender, even in these war zones.

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/112215.cfm

Source(s):
Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday, 11-15-2015

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 11-15-2015. This week we open with a reading from
Daniel 12 in which we study the combined event known as the rapture of the church, the return of
the Lord, and the resurrection of the dead. Then we examine in the second reading how Jesus died
for our sins once and for all, which is so much superior than the sacrificial system described in the
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Old Testament that had to be repeated twice a day and never took away the people’s sins. Finally we
close with another view of the same event described in the first reading from Jesus’ message known
as the Olivet Discourse.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from the Prophet Daniel, chapter 12. The context of the message is a prophecy
about the end of the world as we know it when the man of sin, known as the Antichrist, rules the
world. The Antichrist will be in power when God pours out His final judgments on the earth and
Jesus returns to reign on earth. The reading today describes the resurrection of the dead, some of
whom go to eternal life with God and others go to eternal damnation. Jesus said, “Many will say to
Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons,
and in Your name perform many miracles?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you;
DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS’” (Matthew 7:22-23).

The reading from Daniel promises that the people of God will be “rescued” from this time of
unprecedented distress. In the New Testament, we have further corroboration of this, which Saint
Paul calls the “rapture,” where the Lord Jesus comes to take His church to heaven before God pours
the judgments chronicled in the Book of Revelation (see especially Revelation 16:1, the “seven bowls
of the wrath of God”). We will read more about this later in the Gospel lesson regarding the “Day of
the Lord’s judgment” (1 Thessalonians 5:2), a very dark time for those left on the earth after Jesus’
return for His church. The “catching up” of the church to heaven was predicted by Saint Paul in
response to someone in Thessalonica who had been teaching the false doctrine that the Lord had
already returned (2 Thessalonians 2:2). Here Paul introduced the concept that the church would be
taken up into the air along with church saints who had already died (1 Thessalonians 4:15-17) as
follows. “15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until
the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and
the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.” Paul
reassured the believers that the Lord’s return will be very obvious and recognizable. No one will
“miss it.” This corresponds to the teaching in Daniel 12, which is the focus of the first reading.

First Reading:

Daniel 12:1-3 NAS95 1 “Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons
of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was
a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will
be rescued. 2 Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life,
but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt. 3 Those who have insight will shine brightly
like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like the
stars forever and ever.”
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The reading opens with the phrase, “Now at that time” (v. 1a). The previous verses in Daniel 11,
chronicle a time of wars and violence that will consume the earth. This will bring in a “time of
distress” that is referred to later in the verse. Michael, one of only two angels mentioned by name in
the Bible who follow God, will somehow superintend the activity during this time. As we said in
previous studies, the time leading up to this event will be a time of increasing and terrible
persecution of God’s people. Although a small remnant of Jews will be divinely sealed for God'’s
protection throughout this time (Revelation 7:4-8), the Antichrist will pursue Christians with great
vengeance just before the Lord returns and “Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will
awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt” (v. 2). Saint
John said in Revelation, “So the dragon was enraged with the woman (Israel), and went off to make
war with the rest of her children, who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of
Jesus (Christians)” (Revelation 12:17 with parenthetical explanations added). Verse two says that
“many” will rise, meaning not everyone, but many people have yet to die on the earth. The exception
to this is that the believers who are alive at that time will be taken up to be with the Lord. “For the
Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the
trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be
with the Lord” (1Th 4:16-17).

During this time “everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued.” What is this book?
The book that Daniel refers to is mentioned elsewhere in the Bible. Philippians 4:3 says that people
who labored by Paul’s side had their names written in the book of life. Revelation 3:5 shares a
promise to those who overcome, that their names will not be blotted out of the book of life.
Revelation 20:12 describes two books, one that has all the deeds of every person (implying judgment
for misdeeds) and another book, the book of life, which if one’s name is written there, will cancel out
the judgment recorded in the other book. Revelation 20:15 says: “And if anyone’s name was not
found in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.” Revelation 21:27 describes it as the
Lamb’s book of life and says that only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life will
enter the New Jerusalem, God’s eternal heaven. The Bible makes it very clear that the book of life is
a place that records those who are going to be saved from the eternal lake of fire, the just
consequences for those who live contrary to God and apart from His life. How does one know if his
or her name is written in the book of life? Another way to ask the same question based on the
passage in Daniel: how can we know which group we are in, the ones who will rise to everlasting life
or those who rise to disgrace and everlasting contempt? Once we recognize that we are a sinner,
“for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23), we can turn our hearts to
the Lord Jesus as the only remedy. The Bible tells us that “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ
is born of God” (1 John 5:1a), and later John said, “He who has the Son has the life; he who does not
have the Son of God does not have the life” (1 John 5:12). Further it says, “These things I have
written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have
eternal life” (1 John 5:13, emphasis added). Salvation is a free gift that comes about only by belief in
Jesus Christ, it can never be earned. “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians
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2:8-9). If you have put your faith in Jesus to save you, then you can have assurance that you will be
“rescued” from eternal disgrace and contempt.

Daniel also explains that the people “who have insight” and who “lead the many to righteousness”
will be prominent in the eternal kingdom of God, shining brightly “like the stars forever and ever” (v.
3c). Being involved in gaining wisdom and pointing others to deeper faith in Christ is a valuable
focus for our lives. You may have a ministry of evangelism, introducing people to a relationship with
Jesus. Or you may have a ministry of discipleship, helping those who have put their faith in Jesus
grow in their new life in Christ. Either way, it is important to continue growing in your own faith to
have insight and to be equipped to lead others to righteousness.

Interestingly, God gave us a glimpse into a precursor to the resurrection of the dead which
happened at the time of the crucifixion of Jesus in the Gospel of Saint Matthew. He is the only one of
the four writers that recorded this event. Matthew said that after Jesus had given up His life on the
cross, “The tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised;
and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection, they entered the holy city and appeared to
many” (Matthew 27:52-53). This is one example of how powerful God is and is evidence of the deity
of Christ.

What does this reading mean for us today? First, if anyone is sitting on the fence regarding Jesus as
Lord, today is the day to trust in Him. Saint Paul said, “AT THE ACCEPTABLE TIME I LISTENED TO
YOU, AND ON THE DAY OF SALVATION I HELPED YOU.” Behold, now is “THE ACCEPTABLE
TIME,” behold, now is “THE DAY OF SALVATION” (2 Corinthians 6:2). As Peter told the people in
Jerusalem about Jesus, “He is the STONE WHICH WAS REJECTED by you, THE BUILDERS, but
WHICH BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone. And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no
other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
Second, although we as Christians should expect increasing persecution leading up to Jesus’ return,
we can take hope that Jesus will fulfill His promise to return “in the same way in which [they] saw
Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). Finally, we can have confidence in the fact that God’s mighty
angelic beings are fighting the spiritual battle against the demonic forces allied against us.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

This reading is from Hebrews chapter 10, a treatise on how Jesus died one time for sins forever,
which means this sacrifice can never be repeated. At this time, the Hebrew people were still
conducting the Old Testament sacrifices required by the Law. Throughout the book of Hebrews, the
writer provides a running contrast to the old manner of things compared to Jesus. The verdict is that
Jesus is greater than angels, greater than Moses, and greater than the sacrificial system. In this
reading, we see a culminating point of the author’s conclusion that Jesus is greater than the priestly
system of the Old Testament.

Second Reading:

Note: Verses 15 - 16 which were omitted from the reading were included below.
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Hebrews 10:11-18 NAS95 11 Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the
same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; 12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for
all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, 13 waiting from that time onward UNTIL HIS
ENEMIES BE MADE A FOOTSTOOL FOR HIS FEET. 14 For by one offering He has perfected for all
time those who are sanctified. 15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying, 16 “THIS
IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I
WILL PUT MY LAWS UPON THEIR HEART, AND ON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM,” He then
says, 17 “AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE.” 18 Now
where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin.

The author said that by “one offering He has perfected [forever] those who are sanctified” (v. 14).
The word once follows a string of uses of this same word that first appears in this context in chapter
7: “For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from
sinners and exalted above the heavens; who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up
sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the sins of the people, because this He died once for all
when He offered up Himself” (Hebrews 7:26-27). To make his point that Jesus died once for sins
forever, in contrast to the sacrifices offered repeatedly by the Levitical priests, the author continued
repeating this word four more times before today’s reading, and twice more in the actual reading.
The author presented extremely compelling evidence as to the importance of understanding the
concept of Jesus’ single sacrifice for sins forever. He said, “[H]aving offered one sacrifice for sins for
all time,” (v. 12) then again he said in verse 14, “For by one offering.” Interestingly the phrase
indicating Jesus’ single sacrifice is repeated seven times between the end of chapter seven and
today’s reading in chapter 10. Anytime the Bible repeats something we need to pay special attention
to it, and especially if the concept is repeated seven times! The reading clearly tells us, “Now where
there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin” (v. 18). The only thing
that can take away our sin is Jesus willingly sacrificing His life as a Victor on the cross for our sins
(see John 10:18).

What does this mean for our life? The value of Jesus’ sacrifice for our sins is of inestimable value.
Compared with the sacrificial system of the Jews about which God said “it is impossible for the blood
of bulls and goats to take away sin” (Hebrews 10:4), Jesus’ single sacrificial giving of Himself as a
Victor on the cross provided the means for believers in Him to be reconciled to God forever. Jesus
will never have to offer Himself as a sacrifice again, ever. When we celebrate communion we look
back at His finished work on the cross. This was always God’s plan, as Jesus was the “Lamb slain
since before the foundation of the world” (Revelation 13:8). When we break the bread of communion
and drink from the cup, we remember the body that he allowed to be broken for us and His blood
poured out as the final offering for sin forever (1 Corinthians 11:26). We do not need to work for our
salvation, for Jesus’ work on the cross is finished (John 19:30). I'll end this with one last exclamation
point, for Jesus has “appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of
Himself”(Hebrews 9:26)! What a wonderful savior!
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As we move onto the Gospel lesson, we will return to eschatology (pronounced es-ka-tol-a-gee), a
word that means the study of the last things. The events in the reading will sound very familiar from
your study in the first reading.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The Gospel lesson from Mark 13 is from Jesus’ message known as the Olivet Discourse. The parallel
passage in Matthew 24 goes into some greater details than that of Mark’s account. The context of
the message is after Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem and His cleansing of the temple from the
money changers during the preparation for the Passover. Upon the disciples telling Jesus about the
“wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings” (Mark 13:1) of the temple complex, Jesus told
them, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left upon another which will not be
torn down” (verse 2). Afterwards Peter, James, John and Andrew approached Jesus privately and
asked Him, “when will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these things are going to
be fulfilled” (v. 4). Jesus then explained to them what was to come, including many deceivers
(Matthew 13:6), “wars and rumors of wars” (Matthew 13:7), famines and earthquakes (Matthew
13:8), yet these were just the beginning of the times of the end (v. 8). Then would come persecution
(Matthew 13:9, 11), including death (v. 12), and the spread of the Gospel to the extent of the known
world (v. 10, with final fulfillment in Revelation 14:6). After the “beginning of the birth pains” (v. 8e),
the Antichrist will be revealed and bring an end to the restored sacrificial system in Jerusalem
(Matthew 13:14). Although this prophecy was partially fulfilled by the Roman general Titus during
the siege of Jerusalem during AD 70, the text is clear that another siege is in sight since Jesus
warning is a global one, not just a local one concerning the city of Jerusalem. He said, “if the Lord
had not cut short the days no human being would be saved” (v. 20). This and the corresponding
testimony in the Book of Revelation make it clear that these events are yet future. This brings us up
to today’s reading which details events which begin after or during the unveiling of the first six seals
in the Book of Revelation. The “gathering of the elect” (v. 27) about which we will read is the same
event that we studied in the first reading from Daniel 12.

Gospel Reading:

Mark 13:24-32 NAS95 24 “But in those days, after that tribulation, THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED
AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, 25 AND THE STARS WILL BE FALLING from heaven,
and the powers that are in the heavens will be shaken. 26 Then they will see THE SON OF MAN
COMING IN CLOUDS with great power and glory. 27 And then He will send forth the angels, and
will gather together His elect from the four winds, from the farthest end of the earth to the farthest
end of heaven. 28 Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 Even so, you too, when you see
these things happening, recognize that He is near, right at the door. 30 Truly I say to you, this
generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away,
but My words will not pass away. 32 But of that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.”
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The opening verse of the reading is nearly the same as what John described with the opening of the
sixth seal in the Book of Revelation. “12 I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a
great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became
like blood; 13 and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree casts its unripe figs when shaken
by a great wind. 14 The sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and
island were moved out of their places” (Revelation 6:12-14). In the time just prior to the return of the
Lord Jesus, the world will experience miraculous cosmic signs revealing God’s power (vv. 24 - 25).
At some point during the mid-point of a seven year period counting from a peace treaty made with
Jerusalem to settle the worldwide chaos surrounding control over that tiny but religiously important
region, Jesus Christ “will send forth the angels, and will gather together His elect from the four
winds” (v. 27). While there is much speculation about the sequence of events, this is the event we
discussed in the first reading that, in my opinion, includes the rapture of the church (1

Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1 Corinthians 15:50-54), the return of the Lord Jesus (Acts 1:11), and the
resurrection of the dead up until that time (Daniel 12:2, John 5:28-29). Beyond this point the period
known as the Great Tribulation or the Day of the Lord will commence during which God will bring an
end to the Antichrist’s religious and commercial systems of mystery Babylon and Babylon the Great
(Revelation 18). Although we don’t yet understand what form this Babylon will take, we know that it
will exalt itself against God much in the same way as the people did with the building of the Tower of
Babel (Genesis 11:1-9).

As the reading continued, Jesus explained to His disciples how to discern the signs of the times by
telling them the parable of the fig tree. In the same way that they could discern the ripeness of the
fig tree and that the summer was near they would also be able to discern that the end times were at
their doorstep when the signs He gave them were at hand. He told them that once people (not
necessarily them) saw these signs that the current generation would see the whole process
completed during their lifetime (v. 30). Finally, through the mystery of the functions of the Three
Persons of the Godhead, Jesus explained that the timing of the events was known only to God the
Father (v. 32).

What does all of this talk about the horrible events of the end times mean to us today? Jesus calls us
to live with an expectation of His imminent return. We are to be good stewards of the gifts that He
has given to us. He said in Matthew’s retelling of the Olivet Discourse, “For this reason you also
must be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will. Who then is
the faithful and sensible slave whom his master put in charge of his household to give them their
food at the proper time? Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he comes”
(Matthew 24:44-46). We too must learn to discern the times by studying the imminent signs that will
precede the return of the Lord, as you did today. Although the study of the end times may seem
daunting, the Bible lays out a clear pattern of events that people alive during that time should expect
to see. As time marches closer and closer to the fulfillment of these events, we should expect to see
the “beginning of birth pains” described in Mark 13:8. We must expect to be persecuted on an
increasing level for our faith, even to the point of death. The point of Jesus’ teaching about His
imminent return was to provide us with comfort that He is not far away, and He will return soon in
fulfillment of His promises to us and to Israel. Saint Paul said, “Therefore comfort one another with

Page # 12 of 34 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/antichrist/



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

these words” (1 Thessalonians 4:18) regarding the catching up of the church to heaven.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. What do you find comforting about the words from the first and third readings? How can you
encourage and challenge others with your faith in Jesus’ imminent return?

2. When you think about the fact that Jesus has paid fully for your sin debt, what inner response
does this evoke? What outer response seems fitting for you to reflect this reality in your life this
week? How can you live in light of this reality?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.uscch.org/bible/readings/111515.cfm

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 8-23-2015
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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 8-23-2015. This week the readings focus upon the
theme of God calling people to walk in a personal relationship with Him. In the first reading from
Joshua, we see a challenge issued by God to forsake the false gods the people’s ancestors served. In
the second reading, Saint Paul teaches about the relationship between man and his wife and the
mystery of how this parallels that between the Father and the Son. In the Gospel lesson, we study a
story where Jesus’ followers came to a point of decision concerning His identity as God in the flesh,
the promised Messiah, the nature of whom they misunderstood.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from Joshua who was the successor to Moses after the Exodus and the one who
led the Hebrew people across the Jordan after Moses’ death. The reading today provides an
overview of the monumental charge from Joshua to serve the One true God.

First Reading:

Joshua 24:1-18 NAS95 1 Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and called for the
elders of Israel and for their heads and their judges and their officers; and they presented
themselves before God. 2 Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel,
‘From ancient times your fathers lived beyond the River, namely, Terah, the father of Abraham and
the father of Nahor, and they served other gods. 3 ‘Then I took your father Abraham from beyond
the River, and led him through all the land of Canaan, and multiplied his descendants and gave him
Isaac. 4 ‘To Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau, and to Esau I gave Mount Seir to possess it; but Jacob and
his sons went down to Egypt. 5 ‘Then I sent Moses and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt by what I did in
its midst; and afterward I brought you out. 6 ‘I brought your fathers out of Egypt, and you came to
the sea; and Egypt pursued your fathers with chariots and horsemen to the Red Sea. 7 ‘But when
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they cried out to the LORD, He put darkness between you and the Egyptians, and brought the sea
upon them and covered them; and your own eyes saw what I did in Egypt. And you lived in the
wilderness for a long time. 8 ‘Then I brought you into the land of the Amorites who lived beyond the
Jordan, and they fought with you; and I gave them into your hand, and you took possession of their
land when I destroyed them before you. 9 ‘“Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and
fought against Israel, and he sent and summoned Balaam the son of Beor to curse you. 10 ‘But I was
not willing to listen to Balaam. So he had to bless you, and I delivered you from his hand. 11 “You
crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho; and the citizens of Jericho fought against you, and the
Amorite and the Perizzite and the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Girgashite, the Hivite and the
Jebusite. Thus I gave them into your hand. 12 ‘Then I sent the hornet before you and it drove out the
two kings of the Amorites from before you, but not by your sword or your bow. 13 ‘I gave you a land
on which you had not labored, and cities which you had not built, and you have lived in them; you
are eating of vineyards and olive groves which you did not plant.” 14 “Now, therefore, fear the LORD
and serve Him in sincerity and truth; and put away the gods which your fathers served beyond the
River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 “If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD,
choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which
were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and
my house, we will serve the LORD.” 16 The people answered and said, “Far be it from us that we
should forsake the LORD to serve other gods; 17 for the LORD our God is He who brought us and
our fathers up out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, and who did these great signs in
our sight and preserved us through all the way in which we went and among all the peoples through
whose midst we passed. 18 “The LORD drove out from before us all the peoples, even the Amorites
who lived in the land. We also will serve the LORD, for He is our God.”

After forty years of wandering in the desert under the leadership of Moses, the people who were still
alive migrated across the Jordan River into the Promised Land. Upon entering the land they
encountered many obstacles the foremost of which was their immersion into a culture of idolatry
which wasn’t too different from that which plagued Abraham’s father Terah (v. 2). Joshua presented
to them the heart of the matter by saying, “choose for yourselves today whom you will serve:
whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the
Amorites in whose land you are living” or the One true God (v. 15). This was God’s call to the people
for a relationship with Him with the terms of the relationship being to serve Him alone and not the
gods of the surrounding nations. The people answered that they would indeed serve the Lord God
and not the gods of the Amorites.

We know from reading the rest of the Scriptures how short-lived the Hebrew’s promise was not to
serve other gods and in effect creating a division between the true followers of God and the rest of
the people. Because of their disobedience, God later sent foreign nations to invade their land
including the Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians, Greeks, and finally the Romans. Joshua was in the
first camp, saying “but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD” (v. 15). As we will see later
in the Gospel lesson, Jesus confronts the people with a similar decision. Will they follow Him, or
instead follow their religious traditions? Will they follow the Father God, or their father the devil?
Will they enter by the narrow road, Jesus, or follow the broad road to destruction (Matthew 7:13)?
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Introduction to the Second Reading:

The second reading is from Ephesians 5. The context leading up to this passage is a treatise on how
Christians should relate to one another. Saint Paul’s teaching then zeros in on the model of
submission between a husband and his wife, linking this as a reflection of the relationship between
God the Son and God the Father, as well the church to Christ.

Second Reading:

Ephesians 5:21-33 NAS95 21 and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ. 22 Wives, be
subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ
also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 24 But as the church is
subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love
your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, 26 so that He might
sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 that He might present
to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she
would be holy and blameless. 28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies.
He who loves his own wife loves himself; 29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and
cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, 30 because we are members of His body. 31 FOR
THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND SHALL BE JOINED TO HIS
WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH. 32 This mystery is great; but I am speaking
with reference to Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to love
his own wife even as himself, and the wife must see to it that she respects her husband.

The big idea in the reading is the nature of the relationship that exists between the believer and
God. In the same way that the Jews in the first reading had a decision to make regarding their
spiritual direction, all believers, not just Christian husbands and wives, have to come to grips with
their personal relationship to God and how He calls them to live out this relationship with Him. Paul
opens the reading by saying that everyone (married, unmarried, widows, and widowers) must “be
subject to one another in the fear of Christ” (v. 21). This is the foundational concept upon which he
builds his explanation of biblical submission between and woman and her husband, which parallels
the mysterious relationship that exists between Jesus and the Father (v. 32). Because “the Son of
Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Matthew
20:28) we too are to serve others in mutual submission to God (“in the fear of Christ,” v. 21). This
includes not only wives serving their husbands, but husbands serving their wives and everyone
serving each other in the church family. For Paul said in 1 Corinthians, “But now there are many
members, but one body” (1 Corinthians 12:21).

Continuing upon the relational concept in the reading, Paul described how the husband is the visible
leader of the family by using the word translated “head” (v.23), which in the original Greek connoted
“something that can be seen and taken a hold of.” The idea is that the wife is to voluntarily place
herself under the leadership of her husband. In the same way that Jesus is equal to God the Father,
but different in His role, so the wife is equal in status to her husband, but different in her role. Jesus’
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submission to the Father does not make Him inferior (Philippians 2:6-11), only obedient. So, too, the
wife’s submission to her husband in the Lord does not make her inferior to her husband, but it does
allow her to be obedient to God. This model of the harmonious union between one man and one
woman goes all the way back to the Book of Genesis: “FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE
HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND SHALL BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL
BECOME ONE FLESH” (v. 31). The unity between the man and the woman in marriage parallels the
mysterious relationship between Christ and the church (v. 32). The Bible is clear that both the man
and woman are called to be in mutual submission to God, while the woman is to submit to her
husband and the man to God as the final authority. The man is called by God to be the visible ruler of
the family by first separating himself from the headship of his own father (v. 31). This is the man’s
conscious point of decision to leave his earthly father and join with his wife in a new relationship
that leads to unity under his Father God. It’s as if God tells the man, choose whom you will serve.

As we move onto the Gospel lesson, we will see how Jesus’ teaching of the crowds resulted in their
coming to their own point of decision regarding whom they would serve.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

Today’s reading from John marks an important point in his Gospel concerning a point of decision and
division. The reading contains the famous John 6:66 passage, the numbering of which brings with it
the idea of the mark of the Antichrist, the great divider who is to come in the future who will
separate the true believers from among everyone in the world. The concept comes from the Book of
Revelation. “16 And he causes all, the small and the great, and the rich and the poor, and the free
men and the slaves, to be given a mark on their right hand or on their forehead, 17 and he provides
that no one will be able to buy or to sell, except the one who has the mark, either the name of the
beast or the number of his name. 18 Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the
number of the beast, for the number is that of a man; and his number is six hundred and sixty-six”
(Revelation 13:16-18). In the End Times the people will be given one final choice regarding who they
will serve. At this point God will make a clear division between the followers of God and the only
other choice, the followers of the AntiChrist. In the Gospel reading, Jesus’ teaching reaches a similar
climax in which Jesus calls the people to a personal relationship with Him. Although they are not
outright called to decide to which camp they belong, a clear division occurs beginning in John 6:66
which begins the separation of the wheat and the chaff (Matthew 3:12). God uses these moments of
decision to reveal His true followers such as the occasion in which Saint Paul stated, “For there must
also be factions among you, so that those who are approved may become evident among you” (1
Corinthians 11:19).

Gospel Reading:

John 6:60-69 NAS95 60 Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this said, “This is a
difficult statement; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, conscious that His disciples grumbled at this,
said to them, “Does this cause you to stumble? 62 What then if you see the Son of Man ascending to
where He was before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I
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have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” For
Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who it was that would betray
Him. 65 And He was saying, “For this reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me unless it
has been granted him from the Father.” 66 As a result of this many of His disciples withdrew and
were not walking with Him anymore. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “You do not want to go away
also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of
eternal life. 69 We have believed and have come to know that You are the Holy One of God.”

This story in John marked the beginning of several such points of decision in which the people were
challenged to choose between the ways of God by following Jesus or the ways of man by following
false religion and their own traditions. In this reading, the people came to the point of decision when
they had heard Jesus’ prior statements about Him being the “bread which came down from heaven”
(John 6:58). The conflict that the people had with Jesus that caused their grumbling (John 6:43) was
that they were familiar with Jesus’ father Joseph and also his mother (John 6:42). Jesus was calling
Himself God and since they knew his earthly parents, they reasoned that He could not be God. The
people also misunderstood the nature of the Messiah because just a few verses later they said,
“However, we know where this man is from; but whenever the Christ may come, no one knows
where He is from” (John 7:27). This point of division continued into the group of His twelve disciples,
for Jesus knew that one of them (Judas) had already separated himself from Him. The grumbling of
the larger group of disciples then resulted in a separation of the true followers of God and everyone
else. As this separation occurred, Jesus presented to the twelve a challenge causing Peter to take a
stand for Jesus, affirming everything that Jesus had been saying about Himself. “Lord, to whom shall
we go? You have words of eternal life. We have believed and have come to know that You are the
Holy One of God” (vv. 68-69).

This passage teaches us that belief in Jesus is the way to eternal life. Some of the Jews were
offended that Jesus, a mere man in their eyes, would claim to be God. However, if He was the
Messiah, then His demand for their belief and loyalty was justified. In some sense, everyone has to
come to terms with Jesus’ claim to be the only way to eternal life. Some will be like the offended
Jews, who stumbled over what they saw as far-fetched claims and rejected Jesus’ lordship over their
lives. But others respond like Peter and say: “Lord” (which is a good way to start a sentence when
you are talking to God in the flesh) . . . “You have the words of eternal life” (vv. 68-69). May we
continue to believe in Christ as Lord and let Him work in us the type of life that leads to eternity
with the Father.

One day while I was driving, I happened upon a man walking in the afternoon along the road who
seemed to be in a hurry to get somewhere. He was wearing black wingtip shoes, which kind of stuck
out to me. I had never seen this particular man before. My spirit prompted me to pull beside him and
offer him a ride, which he gladly accepted. He told me that his bicycle had broken down and that he
was on his way to work at the local supermarket. I encountered this man several times over the
course of the next few months and each time he presented himself in such a kind, godly way that I
actually began to think that he was an angel. As he found out more about my faith he began to praise
and glorify God for all that He had done in my life. Perhaps it was because I didn’t know him very
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well, but each time we met I sensed his close relationship with God. It also helped that his real
name was Angelo! It wasn’t until I met his wife that I finally understood he really was just a man
(see Matthew 22:30).

After several encounters with Angelo, it really got me thinking about how I come across to the
random people that I meet. Does my public persona match how I come across to people personally?
How about my persona on Facebook; does it match what I truly believe? Considering Facebook, it
seems to me to be okay to post that you are attending a Saturday afternoon wine tasting session;
however, it is problematic when all that a person posts is about food and wine.

Like Angelo, when people meet us we should exhibit the markings of a follower of Jesus Christ.
Which path are you continuing to choose in your daily walk with God? Joshua said in the first
reading, “Now, therefore, fear the LORD and serve Him in sincerity and truth; and put away the
gods which your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD,” “choose for
yourselves today whom you will serve” (Joshua 24:14, 15b). Paul said in the second reading to “be
subject to one another in the fear of Christ” (Ephesians 51), a behavior which can only be done
through the empowerment of God’s Holy Spirit as a new creation in Christ. Finally, Jesus said, “You
do not want to go away also, do you?” (John 6:67b). Each day we have to choose the forsake “Egypt”
and choose the pathway to walk with God. Although we make certain bad choices at times that
dishonor God, the Scripture says that “if we confess our sins He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. What have been some of the turning points in your life, especially as you consider your
relationship with God? How have you turned from being offended by Christ’s radical call on your life
to a place of surrender and submission to His lordship? Are there areas of your life that you are still
wrestling for control? How might these passages help you to surrender anew to His lordship?

2. If someone watched your life, choices and attitudes, to whom or what would they attribute your
devotion, worship and loyalty? What things would they see to show them that you are choosing this
day (and every day) to serve the Lord? What things would give a conflicted and confusing message
to them of your heart’s true home?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:

http://www.uscch.org/bible/readings/082315.cfm

Source(s):
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Mass Study Notes for Sunday 5-10-2015

Christians t

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 5-10-2015. This week discuss the concept of abiding in
Christ during the Gospel lesson. What does it means to abide in Christ?

First Reading

The first reading is from the Book of Acts. The context is just after God had shown Peter in a vision
that all food was good for him to eat; he no longer had to obey the kosher laws observed by the Jews.
As we will see, the meaning of Peter’s vision went far beyond just the food laws. At about this same
time, a God fearing centurion from Caesarea saw a vision of an angel who commanded him to send
for Peter who was in Joppa. This man named Cornelius sent some servants to Peter who then
traveled back to Caesarea. The reading opens with Peter entering Cornelius’ house.
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Note: We have included the verses that were omitted in the reading and bolded the ones that were
covered in the Mass.

Acts 10:25-48 NAS95

25 When Peter entered, Cornelius met him, and fell at his feet and worshiped him. 26 But
Peter raised him up, saying, “Stand up; I too am just a man.”

Omitted:

27 As he talked with him, he entered and found many people assembled. 28 And he said to them,
“You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to associate with a foreigner or to
visit him; and yet God has shown me that I should not call any man unholy or unclean. 29 That is
why I came without even raising any objection when I was sent for. So I ask for what reason you
have sent for me.” 30 Cornelius said, “Four days ago to this hour, I was praying in my house during
the ninth hour; and behold, a man stood before me in shining garments, 31 and he said, ‘Cornelius,
your prayer has been heard and your alms have been remembered before God. 32 ‘Therefore send to
Joppa and invite Simon, who is also called Peter, to come to you; he is staying at the house of Simon
the tanner by the sea.” 33 “So I sent for you immediately, and you have been kind enough to come.
Now then, we are all here present before God to hear all that you have been commanded by the
Lord.”

34 Opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that God is not one to
show partiality, 35 but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right is
welcome to Him.

Omitted:

36 The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ (He is Lord of
all) — 37 you yourselves know the thing which took place throughout all Judea, starting from Galilee,
after the baptism which John proclaimed. 38 You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him
with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 39 We are witnesses of all the things He did both in
the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They also put Him to death by hanging Him on a cross. 40 God
raised Him up on the third day and granted that He become visible, 41 not to all the people, but to
witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us who ate and drank with Him after He
arose from the dead. 42 And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this
is the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead. 43 Of Him all the
prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of
sins.”
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44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were
listening to the message. 45 All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were
amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 46
For they were hearing them speaking with tongues and exalting God. Then Peter answered,
47 “Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received the Holy
Spirit just as we did, can he?” 48 And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few days.

Cornelius’ immediate response to seeing Peter is to worship him, an action that Peter immediately
forbid because “I too am just a man,” he said. This is similar to what happened when John bowed
down to worship the angel in the Book of Revelation (Revelation 19:10, and again in Revelation
22:9). In the latter case, the angel sternly warned John saying, “Do not do that. I am a fellow servant
of yours and of your brethren the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book. Worship
God” (Revelation 19:10). In any case, Cornelius was obviously overcome by Peter, either because of
his sincere expectation of finding a great man, or perhaps because of some spiritual aura that
emanated from him. Remember, Cornelius had just seen a vision of an angel telling him to locate
Peter. As the story continues, Peter explained how God revealed to him the deeper meaning behind
the vision he had seen. In verse 34, Peter explained how the Prophet Isaiah foresaw that God’s plan
of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ wasn’t limited just to the Jews but extended to anyone who
believed (v. 34, Isaiah 42:6). Peter’s speech came after he had seen a vision of a great sheet
descending from the sky and filled with animals that were ceremonially unclean to the Jews (Acts
10:9-16). In this vision, God commanded Peter to “kill and eat,” and said that these animals were not
to be regarded as clean because they had been cleansed by God (v. 15). In order to further
emphasize the importance of this vision God repeated it three times. Therefore, when Peter met with
Cornelius and heard about the miraculous events that had happened with him too seeing a vision
from God (in the form of an angel) Peter understood that the plan of salvation had been extended to
the Gentiles. In the New Testament era the church has stepped in where Peter left off, proclaiming
the message of salvation to everyone, not just to the Jews, as was Peter’s primary ministry.

At the conclusion of the reading, an amazing thing happened which was the pouring out of the Holy
Spirit of God on the Gentiles who were present in the room and came to believe in Jesus Christ
through Peter’s preaching. Peter’s immediate response to this marvelous event was to command the
new believers to be baptized (vv. 47 - 48). These events confirmed Peter’s testimony that the plan of
salvation extended to both Jews and Gentiles alike (vv. 34 - 35), and opened the door for the
explosive growth of the new church throughout the Roman world. As Gentile believers we may be
tempted to take it for granted that the plan of salvation extended to anyone who believed. However,
we must remember that God chose the Jews for the unveiling of His divine plan and the ultimate
revelation of Jesus Christ. Saint Paul taught us that after the Jewish Jesus was martyred for His faith
and rose from the dead, God allowed “a partial hardening [to happen] to Israel until the fullness of
the Gentiles has come in” (Romans 11:25).

Second Reading
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I remember a conversation that [ had many years ago with a woman who claimed she was “spiritual”
but wasn’t a Christian. Although I was a faithful attender of Sunday Mass, I didn’t know how to
debate the meaning of what she called “spirituality” versus what constituted Christianity. I have
remembered our interaction over the years, to the extent that I can even recall where we were when
she told me this. In recent years, I have come to the understanding that much of what purports to be
spiritual is decidedly un-Christian. In the introduction to the second reading, we will look at the
nature of beliefs that are opposed to Jesus Christ. Then with this understanding of the context, we
will learn about love in the context of the true believers.

The second reading continues from First John, which we studied last week. This week we move to
chapter four in which John explains in the opening verses before today’s reading the nature of false
spirits including the Antichrist. False spirits are those that “[do] not confess Jesus is not from God;
this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in
the world” (1 John 4:3). True spirits are those “that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the
flesh” (1 John 4:2). Next, John comforts the believers by telling them, “You are from God, little
children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world”
(v. 4). There is a sense that a spirit of Antichrist inhabits anyone who doesn’t believe in Jesus Christ,
and therefore opposes God, while believers are much different. There is no middle ground, either
you are for Jesus or you are against Him. John continues, “We are from God; he who knows God
listens to us; he who is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the
spirit of error” (v. 6). There is great dichotomy between believers who confess that Jesus is the
Messiah from God, and those that deny this. The first group is called the children of God (1 John
3:1), the latter group is of the spirit of the Antichrist. With this dichotomy in mind, let’s proceed to
the reading.

1 John 4:7-10 NAS95 7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who
loves is born of God and knows God. 8 The one who does not love does not know God, for God is
love. 9 By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the
world so that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved
us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

In the reading, we see why the context is so important in understanding the meaning. John further
expanded upon the theme that he began in chapter 4, the differences and nature of unbelievers as
contrasted with believers. Believers “love one another,” are “born of God” (see John 3:3), and “know
God” (v. 7). In contrast, anyone “who does not love does not know God, for God is love” (v. 8). Next,
John explains that “the love of God was manifested in us,” that through Jesus “we might live through
Him” (v. 9), meaning the love and power that flows to us through His Holy Spirit Who was given to
us the moment we believed. We saw this happen in the first reading when the group was assembled
in Cornelius’ house. When they believed after hearing Peter’s preaching, they were given power
from on high, in fulfillment of the promise Jesus made to His disciples (Luke 24:49). Finally, John
reminded his readers that the greatest expression of love wasn’t that the believers loved God, but
that God loved them by giving His one and only Son for their sins (vv. 9 - 10).
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Gospel Reading

The first two readings logically connect with the Gospel lesson in which we see Jesus’ teaching on
the nature of a believer’s love of God. The context of the reading is Jesus’ parting words to His
disciples during the Last Supper.

John 15:9-17 NAS95 9 “Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. 10 If
you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’'s
commandments and abide in His love. 11 These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in
you, and that your joy may be made full. 12 This is My commandment, that you love one another, just
as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.

14 You are My friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave
does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard
from My Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed
you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of
the Father in My name He may give to you. 17 This I command you, that you love one another.”

Several important points can be drawn from the reading. First, notice how Jesus opened this section
with the conditional phrase, “If you keep my commandments you will abide in my love” (v. 10a). The
word “love” that appears multiple times throughout the reading beginning in verse 9 is a form of the
word “agape” which refers to love that exists between Jesus and God. Jesus said rhetorically that if
you love Him then you would follow His commandments. In the Jewish mind, the “commandments”
would have referred to the whole of the Jewish Law including the Ten Commandments. However,
later Jesus summed up the whole of the Law by the following statement, “This is My commandment,
that you love one another, just as I have loved you” (John 15:12). Jesus expressed the greatest love of
all by giving His life for our sin. He said in verse 13, “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay
down his life for his friends.” We are to express our keeping of the law by loving one another with
Jesus sacrificial love as our example.

Second, notice the number of repetitions of the word “abide” in the reading, which gives us the main
point of this Gospel lesson. Jesus uses the word “abide” three times in verses 9 through 10. Anytime
we see a repeated word, it means we must give it special attention, as Jesus was intentional in using
this word so many times in such a short span. The word “abide” in the original text primarily means
to dwell, but also to stay, remain, be true to, or persevere. Read verse 9 again, but when you do
substitute some of these alternative words. “Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you;
abide in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept
My Father’s commandments and abide in His love” (emphasis added). God calls us to stay in Christ,
in submission to Him, and not to stray. This means to follow His commands with Him as the Master
and center of our lives. Through having this focus we will experience the love of God that He desires
for our lives.

Finally, notice the number of times that Jesus referred to Himself by using the pattern of words

Page # 24 of 34 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/antichrist/



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

“My,” “Me” or “I” followed by “you.” Here are the first two:

e “Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you” (v. 9)
e “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love” (v. 10)

From this, it is evident that in His farewell discourse Jesus is telling His disciples (and us) that He is
the one and only true pattern of love. “Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you” (v. 9).
As the Father loved the most worthy Jesus He then loved His most unworthy disciples. In the same
way, Jesus loves us even though we too are unworthy of Him. For it is “by grace you have been saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one
may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).

The famous spiritual author Henri Nouwen had perhaps the firmest grasp of the concept of abiding
of anyone this side of heaven. He said about Jesus’ invitation to abide in Jesus verse 10 that it was
“an invitation to total belonging, to full intimacy, to an unlimited being with.” As true disciples of
Jesus, we don’t approach Him only to experience His love. Instead, we remain (abide) as a branch
connected to the vine in order to bear much fruit (v. 16). Unless we abide we cannot bear fruit, in
the same way that a branch cannot bear fruit unless it remains completely attached the vine. It is
through this intimate connection that we may experience the fullness of Christ’s love for us.

If you haven’t read any of Henri Nouwen, I would encourage you to read The Way of the Heart:
Henri ]J. M. Nouwen (Ballantine, 2003). In this short book, he has helped many Christians to better
understand the concept of abiding in Christ.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. As you journey through life this week, ponder Jesus’ invitation to abide in Him. What does that
look like in your life? What small changes could you make this week to begin a closer journey with
abiding in Jesus? Is there anything that is standing between you and abiding in Jesus?

2. In the Gospel lesson we saw how Jesus referred to Himself by using the pattern of words “My,”
“Me” or “1” followed by “you.” Make a list of all of the times that Jesus said that in the reading. Read
over your list several times. What can you learn from Jesus in this list in terms of both the proofs and
results of His love?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:

http://www.usccbh.org/bible/readings/051015.cfm

First Reading ACTS 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48
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Second Reading 1 JN 4:7-10
Gospel Reading JN 15:9-17

Source(s):
Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday 11-30-2014

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 11-30-2014. This week we open with the first reading
from Isaiah 63 in which we include a great deal of the surrounding context and learn about God’s
frustration with the Jewish people during this era. Then we move to the second reading which is the
opening verses of Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. Finally we conclude with a lengthy analysis
from Mark’s Gospel on the section known as the Olivet Discourse.

The first reading is in Isaiah 63-64. Israel was experiencing the consequences of turning away from
God. Isaiah, who was God’s spokesperson, cried out to God on behalf of the people. The people were
suffering as a result of keeping God out of their lives. But this was a necessary part of the training
process, for how else would they know that surrendering to God was actually for their good unless

Page # 26 of 34 Link: https://www.christiansforchrist.com/tag/antichrist/


http://www.biblegateway.com/
http://www.lockman.org/
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/weekly-study-notes-for-the-sunday-mass/11-30-2014/

Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

they experienced the harsh reality of living apart from God? (The bold text is what will be read in the
mass, the normal text is the biblical verses that provide the context).

16 For You are our Father, though Abraham does not know us And Israel does not recognize
us. You, O LORD, are our Father, Our Redeemer from of old is Your name. 17 Why, O
LORD, do You cause us to stray from Your ways And harden our heart from fearing
You? Return for the sake of Your servants, the tribes of Your heritage. 18 Your holy
people possessed Your sanctuary for a little while, Our adversaries have trodden it
down. 19 We have become like those over whom You have never ruled, Like those who were
not called by Your name. (Isaiah 63:16-19)

As a prophet, Isaiah was in a tough position. He desired to see God move in the hearts of the people,
but he knew that the Israelites were unwilling. God is a “gentleman” and does not barge in where
He is not wanted. And so the people’s hearts grew harder and harder, to the point where God’s
protective presence was no longer felt in Israel. Isaiah’s complaint was that they had become just
like the surrounding nations that did not have a covenantal relationship with God. He said, “We have
become like those over whom You have never ruled, Like those who were not called by Your name”
(v. 19). Again, the reading continues below.

1 Oh, that You would rend the heavens and come down, That the mountains might
quake at Your presence- 2 As fire kindles the brushwood, as fire causes water to
boil-To make Your name known to Your adversaries, That the nations may tremble at
Your presence! 3 When You did awesome things which we did not expect, You came
down, the mountains quaked at Your presence. 4 For from days of old they have not
heard or perceived by ear, Nor has the eye seen a God besides You, Who acts in
behalf of the one who waits for Him. 5 You meet him who rejoices in doing
righteousness, Who remembers You in Your ways. Behold, You were angry, for we
sinned, We continued in them a long time; And shall we be saved? 6 For all of us
have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy
garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us
away. 7 There is no one who calls on Your name, Who arouses himself to take hold of
You; For You have hidden Your face from us And have delivered us into the power of
our iniquities. 8 But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand. (Isaiah 63:16 - 64:8)

Isaiah’s response to their predicament was to call God to hurl down His judgment upon the nations
that were attacking them (vv. 1-3). He looked back and remembered God’s power when He did
“awesome things [they] did not expect” (v. 3) and finally admitted their great sin. Isaiah said, “For
all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment;
And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away” (v. 6). The
connotation of the “filthy garments” here is that of a woman’s menstrual rags. This is a strong word
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picture of how God views our “good deeds” done in our own power. This theme is echoed in the
words of King David who said in Psalm 14, “They have all turned aside, together they have become
corrupt; There is no one who does good, not even one” (Psalm 14:3). Seven hundred years later
Saint Paul quoted these verses to explain how every person stands condemned before God because
of the stain of sin. He said, “for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).
He further explained that as result of our sin the penalty is death (Romans 6:23). This passage
teaches that we cannot save ourselves. There is no such thing as a cosmic scale that weighs our
good deeds versus our bad deeds. All of our deeds, even the so-called “good deeds” are as filthy
garments, good only for the trash heap. If this is the case, we must analyze what we are trusting in
for salvation. If we are trusting in ourselves, we are going to be sorely lacking.

Isaiah points to a redemptive solution in this passage by showing the need of trusting in God’s
righteousness. He described God’s character: “Who acts in behalf of the one who waits for Him. You
meet him who rejoices in doing righteousness, who remembers You in Your ways” (vv. 4-5). There is
an implied sense of relational dependence to which Isaiah is pointing. He continues this theme of
relational dependence at the end of the section saying: “But now, O LORD, You are our Father, we
are the clay, and You are our potter; and all of us are the work of Your hand” (v. 8). The redemptive
solution to the dire situation we find ourselves in as sinners is to throw ourselves on God’s mercy
and to trust in Him to save us. In the New Testament, we see even more clearly God’s redemption in
Jesus. He bore the wrath of God and forgives us of our sin and cleanses us from all unrighteousness”
(1 John 1:9). As believers in the finished work of Jesus we are forgiven of our sin and have a special
relationship with God, Who at the moment we believed sent His Holy Spirit to live within us
(Ephesians 1:13).

What does this means for us today? We must consider carefully in what/whom we are trusting for
salvation. Isaiah is very clear, that we cannot be good enough to be saved on our own merit.
Becoming a Christian means to lean your full weight on Jesus and trust His righteousness to save
you. As believers we have a special relationship with God, in a way that is similar but yet unique
from God’s chosen people Israel. There will be untold blessings for all believers when they pass into
eternity with God the moment they die. Saint Paul quoted from the first reading and said about
believers in the Lord Jesus, “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9). God allowed
judgment to come upon the people of Israel for the purpose of bringing them back to the Lord. As we
transition to the second reading, which is also from 1 Corinthians, Paul celebrates with the believers
in that region the forgiveness they received through Jesus Who “died for their sins according the
Scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3). We can celebrate that we have come to believe even without
having to endure a military invasion and being carried captive into a foreign land as happened with
the Jews. Although the Jewish people about whom Isaiah wrote in the reading had turned away from
the Lord, one day all of Israel will repent of their sin and be saved (Romans 11:26).

The second reading is the first six verses from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians. Paul founded
this church on his second missionary journey as recorded in Acts 18. The Corinthian church was in a
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major cosmopolitan city in southern Greece, immersed in the surrounding godless culture of a
worldly crossroads city. This was actually Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians, he mentioned the
first letter in 1 Corinthians 5:9 that was subsequently lost.

1 Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, 2 To
the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus,
saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their
Lord and ours: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 1
thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in Christ
Jesus, 5 that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, 6 even
as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you, 7 so that you are not lacking in any
gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will also confirm you to
the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, through whom you
were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (1 Corinthians 1:1-9)

Paul began by affirming his apostleship, meaning that he was someone who saw the resurrected
Lord Jesus and was personally called by the Lord to his ministry. This happened to him while he
journeyed on the road to Damascus as was recorded in the Book of Acts (Acts 9:3-5). Second, Paul
provided the name of Sosthenes who was most likely his secretary. This man had suffered for the
Lord when he was beaten for taking Paul in front of a Corinthian civil court (Acts 18:12-17). The
mention of Sosthenes is significant because it reveals that this important Jewish leader of the
synagogue in that region (Acts 18:17) came to faith in the Lord Jesus. Third, Paul affirmed the
holiness of anyone who believes in the Lord Jesus. He said, “To the church of God which is at
Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every
place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours (v. 2). Sanctification is the
concept of being set apart for the purposes of God. This word comes from the Greek “hagios”
meaning “separation,” and is the same Greek word that is translated “holiness.”

This is a one-time, forever event, but also has an ongoing, growing element, in that as the author of
Hebrews stated, “For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified”
(Hebrews 10:14). Finally, Paul says that in the end, believers in the Lord will be “blameless in the
day of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 8). This is a common theme for Paul, we also see itin 1
Thessalonians 5:23-24 as well as in Philippians 1:6 and 2:15. Paul said in Colossians, “yet He has
now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and
blameless and beyond reproach-if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast,
and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all
creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister” (Colossians 1:22-23). Believers
are blameless in their positon before the Lord, meaning they are justified as if they had never
sinned. However, the ungodly behavior that Paul noted later in 1 Corinthians was not indicative of
true believers, for only true believers are blameless before the Lord. Paul said in the closing verse of
the reading, “God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord” (v. 9). Although as we saw in the first reading, “all have sinned and fallen short of
the glory of God” (Romans 3:23), continuing in the faith is a sign of a true believer.
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We can celebrate that as believers we have been set apart from the world for the purpose of serving
God. Most of us do not get too excited about holiness, because holiness has the connation of being
no fun. But that is the deception of the Enemy who makes us think that holiness is a drag. The idea
of holiness is to be set apart for special use, and which one of us doesn’t want to be “special”. That is
a longing that everyone has. We see a world full of people trying to be special based on the world’s
value system, using their looks, their personality, their wit, their charm, their money, and their
talents to try to stand out from the rest of the crowd. Wanting to feel special is a legitimate longing,
but unless it’s met in Christ, we will try to meet it in some illegitimate way, which is sinful (even if it
is not immoral). So the moral of the story is to recognize that God’s imparted holiness to us is what
meets this deep longing to be set apart for special use.

Something Paul said in the second reading provides an entry point to transition to the Gospel lesson.
Paul said that the Corinthian believers were “awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus
Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:7). In the Gospel lesson from Mark Chapter 13, Jesus provides some
important insight into just how that event will come about. This reading is from the portion of
Scripture known as the Olivet Discourse because Jesus told it while on the Mount of Olives just
across the Kidron Valley from the Jerusalem temple. In this passage, the Lord predicts the future
destruction of the Jerusalem Temple and looks far beyond to the time when God will pour out His
judgment upon the world just before He returns to usher in His Millennial reign. Note: In order to
provide the full context the entire first portion of the chapter that was skipped in the lectionary was
included since it was so important in order to understand the entire context and the meaning that
flows from it.

1 As He was going out of the temple, one of His disciples said to Him, “Teacher, behold what
wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!” 2 And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these
great buildings? Not one stone will be left upon another which will not be torn down.” 3 As
He was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and John and
Andrew were questioning Him privately, 4 “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will
be the sign when all these things are going to be fulfilled?” 5 And Jesus began to say to them,
“See to it that no one misleads you. 6 Many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am He!” and will
mislead many. 7 When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be frightened; those
things must take place; but that is not yet the end. 8 For nation will rise up against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will also be
famines. These things are merely the beginning of birth pangs. 9 But be on your guard; for
they will deliver you to the courts, and you will be flogged in the synagogues, and you will
stand before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them. 10 The gospel must
first be preached to all the nations. 11 When they arrest you and hand you over, do not worry
beforehand about what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour; for it is not
you who speak, but it is the Holy Spirit. 12 Brother will betray brother to death, and a father
his child; and children will rise up against parents and have them put to death. 13 You will be
hated by all because of My name, but the one who endures to the end, he will be saved. 14
But when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION standing where it should not be (let
the reader understand), then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains. 15 the one
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who is on the housetop must not go down, or go in to get anything out of his house; 16 and
the one who is in the field must not turn back to get his coat. 17 But woe to those who are
pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! 18 But pray that it may not
happen in the winter. 19 For those days will be a time of tribulation such as has not occurred
since the beginning of the creation which God created until now, and never will. 20 Unless
the Lord had shortened those days, no life would have been saved; but for the sake of the
elect, whom He chose, He shortened the days. 21 And then if anyone says to you, ‘Behold,
here is the Christ’; or, ‘Behold, He is there’; do not believe him; 22 for false Christs and false
prophets will arise, and will show signs and wonders, in order to lead astray, if possible, the
elect. 23 But take heed; behold, I have told you everything in advance. 24 But in those days,
after that tribulation, THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS
LIGHT, 25 AND THE STARS WILL BE FALLING from heaven, and the powers that are in the
heavens will be shaken. 26 Then they will see THE SON OF MAN COMING IN CLOUDS with
great power and glory. 27 And then He will send forth the angels, and will gather together
His elect from the four winds, from the farthest end of the earth to the farthest end of
heaven. 28 Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 Even so, you too, when
you see these things happening, recognize that He is near, right at the door. 30 Truly I say to
you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 31 Heaven and earth
will pass away, but My words will not pass away. 32 But of that day or hour no one knows,
not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone. 33 Take heed, keep on the
alert; for you do not know when the appointed time will come. 34 It is like a man away on a
journey, who upon leaving his house and putting his slaves in charge, assigning to each one
his task, also commanded the doorkeeper to stay on the alert. 35 Therefore, be on the
alert-for you do not know when the master of the house is coming, whether in the evening, at
midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning- 36 in case he should come suddenly
and find you asleep. 37 What I say to you I say to all, ‘Be on the alert!"” (Mark 13:1-37)

In order to understand the meaning of Jesus’ message we must provide a brief overall grid of the end
time (eschatological) events. First, although this prophecy was partially fulfilled with the destruction
of the Jerusalem Temple in AD 70, the final fulfillment will be in the future when the Old Testament
prophecies regarding the “Day of the Lord” will be poured out upon the unbelieving world. During
this time, the events of the end times will be marked with signs on earth, signs in the sky, and signs
in heaven. It is important to understand that some events run in parallel throughout our current age
up until the return of the Lord; other events run sequentially, such as those that play out during the
tribulation period.

Parallel Events: Some of the events that run in parallel are as follows.

e The persecution of believers (verse 9)

e The overall decline of morality and godly living (2 Timothy 3:13). Both of these conditions will
grow worse and the persecution of believers will intensify until the close of this age and the
return of the Lord Jesus.
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e An overall increase in natural and manmade disasters. Beginning in verse 6 Jesus moved to an
overall description of the age preceding his return. This period was to marked by “wars and
rumors of wars” (v. 6), earthquakes and famines (v. 8), world wars (v. 8) and by many false
Messiahs (christs, v. 6) coming and saying that they are the Christ. Jesus said that the Gospel
must first go out to the entire world (v. 10), which we see will be fulfilled by an angel in the
Book of Revelation (Revelation 14:6), in spite of the best efforts of Christian missionaries to
achieve this goal.

e The coming of many antichrists (v. 22). Many antichrists have arisen in our age including
figures like David Koresh, Joseph Smith (Mormons), and Charles Taze Russell JW’s). An
interesting one is the case of a man named Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson. This rabbi
from New York was a very influential Jewish leader in the world. When he died in 1994 his
followers expected him to rise from the dead in you guessed it, three days. As of this writing,
he is still in the grave.

Sequential Events: Other events follow sequentially, some of which are as follows.

¢ Jesus’ prediction in verses 1-3 of the destruction of the temple, which was fulfilled in AD 70.

e A future “catching up” to meet Jesus in the air, first of the believers that have already died,
then those living of the church to heaven as predicted by Saint Paul in 1 Thessalonians
4:13-18.

“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel
and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and
remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so
we shall always be with the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17)

Once the church is removed from the world because “God has not appointed us to wrath” (1
Thessalonians 5:9) the cascading series of events known as the tribulation period will
commence. The last half of the closing chapter of the tribulation period is known as the “Day
of the Lord,” and this is the emergency scenario that begins when Jesus warns the people in
verse 15.

e Signs in the sky (vv. 24-25).

e The coming of the ultimate Antichrist spoken of by the Prophet Daniel and in the Book of
Revelation. Saint John said in his day that many antichrists had already come (1 John 2:18),
but the Bible predicts the coming of one known as the Man of Sin (2 Thessalonians 2:3). This is
the one that will bring about the “abomination of desolation” described by Jesus in verse 14.
This will mark the establishment of a global ruler known as the Antichrist (1 John 2:18, Daniel
7:8 “the little horn,” Revelation 6:2 -the rider on the white horse), and the false holy spirit
figure known as the false prophet (Revelation 13:11-15).

e The unveiling of God’s judgments described in the Book of Revelation including the seven
seals, trumpets, and bowls (Revelation 6, 8, 11, 15, 16). These are judgments of God as
declared in Revelation: “You are just in these judgments, you who are and who were, the Holy
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One, because you have so judged; for they have shed the blood of your saints and prophets,
and you have given them blood to drink as they deserve. ... Yes, Lord God Almighty, true and
just are your judgments” (Revelation 16:5-7).

e The unveiling of a powerful missionary force from God known as the “144,000 thousand
witnesses” (Revelation 7:4).

e Supernatural protection of the Nation of Israel in a special place prepared by God (Revelation
12:6). This is the place to which Jesus is telling the people to flee in verse 14 when they see
the Abomination of Desolation (refer to the next point below).

e The “abomination of desolation” (v. 14). This is when the Antichrist figure will establish
himself as God and set up his own image in the temple to be worshiped. Paul said this about
the Antichrist: “who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship,
so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God”
(2Thessalonians 2:4). The Jews were familiar with something like this happening before when
Antiochus IV Epiphanes sacked the temple and rededicated it to the god Zeus in 167 BC, and
sacrificed a pig in the temple to his god. This “abomination of desolation” was a type of the
one to come, a prefiguring of the time that the Antichrist would establish himself as god in the
temple to be worshiped by everyone in the world, not just Jerusalem as happened in the earlier
time.

e The destruction of the Antichrist’s religious and civil empire known as “Mystery Babylon”
(Revelation 18:2).

e Marriage Supper of the Lamb with all believers in heaven (Revelation 19:7)

e Return of the Lord Jesus to earth with his victorious church (Revelation 19:11-19).

¢ Antichrist and False Prophet thrown into the Lake of Fire (Revelation 19:20)

e Satan bound for 1,000 years (Revelation 20:3) then released for a final battle (Revelation 20:7)

e Satan thrown into the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:10).

What does all of this mean for us today? First, Jesus cautioned His disciples to be aware of their
future destiny so that they were living rightly today. By using the parable of the fig tree (v. 28),
something with which the people in the Mediterranean region were very familiar, they could see the
signs of the times and live in a watchful and purposeful way. In the same way that Jesus cautioned
His disciples to beware of by watching for the signs, we can know that Jesus’ return in imminent by
watching the signs ourselves. This means that we should not delay in accomplishing the work that
God has placed in our hearts to accomplish. For, “we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).
Second, because God’s prophets so accurately predicted events that have already occurred,
including Jesus’ (the greatest prophet of all) prediction of the destruction of the temple, we can trust
that the events will play out exactly as God as described in the Scriptures. Because God has so
accurately predicted the future, we can trust Him when He tells us how to enter into an eternal
relationship with Him through faith in His Son, the risen the Lord Jesus Christ. Finally, we can rest
in the fact that everything is going to turn out fine for anyone who trusts in the Lord Jesus for
salvation. Those with faith in the Lord can trust that even if they find themselves thrown into
tribulation, be it the “Great Tribulation” or any tribulation, they can trust that no matter what
happens it will turn out well.
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Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. How does knowing how the Grand Story ends influence how you live today? What values do you
have as a result of knowing that God wins in the end? What values do you want God to develop in
you based on this knowledge of the end times?

2. The first two readings dealt with humankind’s lack of righteousness (Isaiah) and the Corinthian’s
being called saints. Think about this contrast that is spoken about throughout the Bible. The worse
the bad news is, the better the good news is. Explain why the coming of Christ to die on the cross for
our sins is called “the good news.” How has this become good news for your life?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass visit this web site:
http://www.uscch.org/bible/readings/113014.cfm

First Reading IS 63:16B-17, 19B; 64:2-7
Second Reading 1 COR 1:3-9
Gospel Reading MK 13:33-37

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB
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