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Jason’s Testimony

Throughout my life the Lord has pulled me out of more situations than most could imagine.
The problem was at the time I was too blind to recognize it was Him. I have literally walked
away from car wrecks that rarely anybody would have survived period. I looked down on
drug addicts because I tried everything known to man but never got addicted. I was only a
drinker.

I was a heavy drinker. In fact, I was a full blown alcoholic drinking about a half gallon of
vodka daily losing everything and hitting rock bottom due to my use. When I say everything
[ mean my health, marriage, family, home, job, etc. I was told I would have to have a liver
transplant in order to survive because it was so severely damaged from alcohol. That wasn't
happening because they wont put you on a transplant list when you continue to drink. There
were sick children out there who deserved another chance at life more than I did. If T was to
begin taking care of myself I planned maybe two years but I didn’t. I continued to drink and
sin daily. That was three years ago.

After having nowhere to lay my head and nobody to turn to there was Jesus the whole time.
He pointed me to “The Lighthouse Recovery Center” a Christian based recovery center in
Washington, Indiana. Through their pastors and leaders Jesus began to restore me. The
Lord also pointed out a few things. He said I am the one who pulled you away from those car
accidents. I am the physican that healed you when doctors could’nt. I have restored your
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family and your life. I am taking back EVERYTHING the enemy has stolen from you. Now I
need you to go and preach the gospel and teach others to open their eyes amen. Now I have
an unbelievable clean bill of health (only God), been baptized in Jesus name, received the
Holy Spirit and am ministering to as many people that will listen. You see, Just like me you
are all part of the body of Christ having your own purpose. If not, you wouldn'’t still be here.
Don'’t ever let the enemy tell you it’s too late to turn around. That’s nothing but a lie straight
from the pits of hell. Nothing makes the devil more angry than to lose the souls of people
the little crybaby worked so hard to steal and destroy in the first place. Some of our greatest
pastors and spiritual leaders had the craziest past and become the strongest men of God.
Just take a look at King David or some of the characters Jesus Himself hung out with.

Amen?

Mike’s Testimony

As a teenager I was a typical small town boy who played football, got low average grades and drank
and smoked with my buddies. At the age of 18 as a senior in high school I became interested in a
Catholic girl who moved here from another state. As much as I liked her, I was torn. She had taught
me about a budget, a checkbook, and actual responsibility. We broke off the relationship because I
had other priorities. It wasn’t long before I had changed my mind and asked her back. We went on to
date over the next five years where we stayed dating through my parents divorce when I was 22.
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One year later we were married.

To marry her, [ needed to go to RCIA and become Catholic which was a way to commit to her.
During our dating period my Mom became a Christian by asking God into her heart. It was a little
confusing because God wasn'’t a focus on our lives. We bought our first home in 1992, had our first
child in 1993, and completed the family in 1996 with a second boy. My job was great and over the
next ten years we had grown into a much larger house, along with a boat, 2 cars, and a camper. I
had grown to love the things of the world. Ten years ago our lives all changed when we found out my
wife had breast cancer. Trips to the Cleveland Clinic were going to give her the best care she
deserved. As we finished the doctor bills kept coming. Work had become stressful and the hospital
debt seemed too much. We continued to raise our family and we got closer to church. An
enlightening question from my youngest made it clear where his mind was. “Daddy, is Mom gonna
die?” As I think back about seeing my wife having Christmas with us without hair and signs of wear
from the chemo, I know how worried he had to be. God helped me answer my little boy. “We’re all
gonna die buddy” I said with a somber stare.

Life went on and I started to pray. I would ask God to strengthen our family. We continued to church
but we didn’t address the financial mess we were in. Being turned over to collections led us to
bankruptcy, and losing our worldly possessions like the house, the boat, and one of the cars. This
took a toll on our family. After the bankruptcy we found an angel of a lady who let us purchase her
home on land contract so we moved in around nine years ago. While rebuilding our lives shortly
after moving in we got the disturbing news that my wife’s cancer returned in her lungs...stage 4.
Knowing that there is no stage 5, and that stage 4 was likely incurable I was scared. My wife went
through her second round of chemo. We were determined to stay up on the bills this time and we
were doing pretty good. One morning in 2013 I was finishing my 40 minute drive to work one
morning and I called aa debt collector to arrange a payment that was due and was informed that my
credit card had expired and no payments would be accepted. I was being taken to court. I stood
outside in the parking lot on the phone and every bit of my past several years of frustration had
entered the earpiece of the lady on the phone. I ignored anything I had ever been taught about
manners and let her have it. Due to my outrage I had became very dizzy. I made my way into my
office where first responders took care of me, where I ended up getting onto a gurney and taken to
the hospital. I was diagnosed with a stroke that turned to an anyerism. Through a very rare surgery
the doctor was able to stop the bleeding with minimal brain damage. My wife who was carrying
around stage 4 cancer found herself by my side praying for me as I spent nearly two months in a
coma. Once again my boys were faced with losing a parent. From the hospital I was released to a
rehab facility. After three months in this facility I was released to come home with my walker. By
this time in the recovery I could feel Gods touch and I would tell my visitors “God is with me, he has
sent me an angel”. The presence was so powerful I wanted to tell everyone. As I started outpatient
rehab and was getting better with the speech therapy I started thinking about going to work. My
rehab was going to lead me back to my job in Engineering. I joined back in June of 2014 and my
rehab led me to walk in 5k events. In July of 2014 I was getting ready to start a race and found
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myself standing next to my 8th grade Science teacher and ex high school coach. It was clear that
God placed me there as he joined me in my walk around the course. We had an incredible talk and
spent more time together throughout the fall. I picked up golf again and we were playing golf
together in August. As I shared my new relationship with coach we talked about God. ” what does
this love I have for God mean?” I asked. He looked at me and asked “Have You Ever Been Saved?” I
wasn’t sure what he meant so I asked. He rephrased the question; “have you ever asked God into
your heart?” I paused because I was a little confused. “I think so” was my meager answer. “Do you
want to?” He asked. We were in the cart driving to the green and I said “sure!”. He parked the cart
and pulled a small bible out of his pocket. He opened the back and started reading some scriptures
to me about how God loved us so much, he gave away his only son, who suffered, died, and was
buried. His Son Jesus rose from the dead to fulfill the scriptures. “Do you want to pray” he asked as
he pointed to the book. I said “sure” and started reading a prayer to God telling him he is my Father
and I believe Jesus died for me and because I am a sinner I am forgiven. With his hand on my
shoulder my coach chuckled because he wanted to read it with me and he couldn’t find his glasses. I
asked “now what?” He said “you will know”. ” you're going to be put into places and situations God
has set for you. I continued to work for four more months and got terminated because I wasn’t the
same guy. I drove home in pure peace. I was going to be ok. I drove home and took a couple of part
time jobs. I was a manager at our local grocery store and worked as care staff for a workshop for
disabled adults. That job has impacted my life as I saw people working hard to accomplish daily
tasks. Many of them Christian. I sat down and shared my experience by writing a book. The title of
the book is “Were All Miracles”. As [ have been able to share the Miracle God placed upon me to
bring me back, we need to reflect and realize we all have been given life and for those who know the
Lord, we can live forever. I have been able to share through speaking arrangements as well as
ministering to those who I am faced with just as coach said. God is amazing and I was missing out.
In less than two years since opening my heart, it has been amazing!

Mass Study Notes for Sunday, 2-28-2016
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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 2-28-2016. Why do bad things happen to “good”
people? In the Gospel reading today Jesus addressed a related question posed to Him by the crowd
except with a twist. Their question was whether when bad things happened to people were they
worse sinners than the ones who avoided the same fate? We will see how Jesus cut to the heart of
the matter, the people’s universal need for repentance and faith for the forgiveness of sin. This week
we also look at a story of Moses in the Book of Exodus and a passage from 1 Corinthians which
relates another story from Exodus.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from the Book of Exodus. The context of the reading is Moses’ calling by God to
lead the Hebrews out of their captivity under the Pharaoh. In chapter 1, after the Israelites had
settled in Egypt under Joseph’s guardianship (in the seven-year famine), “there arose a new king in
Egypt who did not know Joseph” (Exodus 1:8). After Moses saw the injustices being done against his
people, he killed an Egyptian who was beating a Hebrews (Exodus 2:12). After he fled from the
Pharaoh who found out about it, he helped Jethro’s daughters water their flock (Exodus 2:17).
Afterwards, Jethro, “the priest of Midian,” gave his daughter Zipporah to Moses as his wife (v. 21).
Thereafter he had his first son Gershom there in the land of Midian during this time of his first
“exodus” because of his flight from the Pharaoh. All of this is leading up to today’s reading in
chapter three which begins the period of time known as “The Exodus” during which Moses under
the direction of God led the Hebrew people out of Egypt. In today’s reading we see Moses’ first
recorded experience with a divine revelation from God which happened during his stewardship of his
father-in-law’s flock.
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First Reading:
Note: Verses 8b - 12 that were omitted from the reading have been included below.

Exodus 3:1-15 NAS95 1 Now Moses was pasturing the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of
Midian; and he led the flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of
God. 2 The angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he
looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed. 3 So Moses
said, “I must turn aside now and see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned up.” 4 When
the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said,
“Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then He said, “Do not come near here; remove your
sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 He said also, “I am
the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Then Moses hid
his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 7 The LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of My
people who are in Egypt, and have given heed to their cry because of their taskmasters, for I am
aware of their sufferings. 8 So I have come down to deliver them from the power of the Egyptians,
and to bring them up from that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and
honey, to the place of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Hivite
and the Jebusite. 9 Now, behold, the cry of the sons of Israel has come to Me; furthermore, I have
seen the oppression with which the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 Therefore, come now, and I
will send you to Pharaoh, so that you may bring My people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt.” 11 But
Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the sons of Israel
out of Egypt?” 12 And He said, “Certainly I will be with you, and this shall be the sign to you that it
is I who have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God at this
mountain.” 13 Then Moses said to God, “Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I will say to
them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you.” Now they may say to me, ‘What is His name?”’
What shall I say to them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you shall
say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you."” 15 God, furthermore, said to Moses, “Thus you
shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.” This is My name forever, and this is My memorial-
name to all generations.

In the reading, we see Moses receiving direct revelation from God, first in the form of a sign (a bush
burning but not consumed) and then in the form of the voice of God calling him by name (v. 4). This
was the formal calling of the prophet Moses for the specific purpose of delivering the people from
their oppression in Egypt (v. 10). Moses questioned God as to how he, as a humble man, could ever
accomplish such a great task (v. 11). In contrast to the proud characteristics often exhibited in
leaders such as the Pharaoh, we see in Numbers 12:3 how Moses was called the most humble man
on the earth. God answered Moses by giving him a sign, saying that once he led the people out of
Egypt that he would worship Him again at this same mountain (v. 12). Again, Moses questioned God
asking what he should tell his people about the Person from whom he received his commission to
deliver them from their oppression. God answered, “”I AM WHO I AM” (v. 14) and to tell them that
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“I AM has sent me to you” (v. 14). Finally, God connected His “I AM” name, the self-existent One, to
the lineage of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (v. 15). In addition to the introduction of the “I AM”
designation for God, in verse 2 we also see the use of the word “LORD.” This word when used in all
capitals denotes the Hebrew word (without vowels) “YHWH,” the “tetragrammaton,” often
translated Yahweh. The first occurrence of this word is found back in Geneses 2:4 and then in 15:6
in which it says about Abraham, “And he believed the LORD and it was counted to him for
righteousness.” “YHWH" is a reflection of God’s divine being, His self-existent nature, something
made clear in His words to Moses. This bounding of the reading by opening and closing it with the
word “LORD” (v. 2, 15) and the introduction of the heretofore unknown name for God of “I Am”
indicates a very strong expression of the sovereignty of God in directing the affairs of Moses to
accomplish God’s purposes. Moses was to be God’s chosen agent to affect the freeing of the Hebrew
Nation, the one through whom God would pour pronouncements of blessings to those who obey and
curses for those who didn’t.

There is plenty that we can we learn from the reading that we can apply to our lives. God works
through the lives of frail, imperfect people, like Moses. Although Moses sinned in the killing of the
Egyptian (Exodus 2:12) God used him in spite of his sin. If God can use a humble man like Moses to
accomplish His purposes, we should assume that God would use ordinary people like ourselves in
working out His plan. Second, when God places a specific calling upon our life He expects our
obedience, but it’s okay to seek answers to our questions. In our day and age, we can seek guidance
from a variety of sources when we sense that God has placed a specific calling upon our lives. These
include direct statements from Scripture, principles from Scripture, counsel from godly people
(especially those with whom we collaborate in praying), and sensing the circumstances that God has
placed in our lives. In the reading, we saw how God used Moses’ circumstances to lead him to the
exact spot to which he needed to be.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

In this reading, Paul sheds light on these allusions from Israel’s past for those of us who are reading
this as Gentiles, without the history of the Jewish people as our backdrop. He gave an explanation
about the water, manna, and the people’s unbelief using a quote from the Old Testament Book of
Exodus from which we read in the first reading. Paul’s readers would have been familiar with the
Old Testament events surrounding the Exodus. Keep in mind the context of chapter 10 in that it
follows Paul’s explanation of the legitimacy of his apostleship, having just confronted the Corinthians
over a very serious matter of sin in their church (see 1 Corinthians 5:1).

Some background on the manna is helpful to understand the big picture and the application to Jesus
Christ. The word “manna” in Hebrew means “what is it.” As you can imagine, this was an
extraordinary way for God to provide for His people. God seems to work in very unexpected ways. In
the desert, the Hebrews collected the manna for the first five days of the week that then went bad
overnight. However, on the sixth day God provided a double amount of a special type that was
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preserved for a two-day period in order to provide for a Sabbath rest day. In the spiritual sense Jesus
is our special manna, the one who provides our eternal Sabbath rest (Hebrews 4). Yet, like us, the
people God led out from among slavery during the Exodus sinned. Yet, this wasn’t an isolated
instance of grumbling. It says in Exodus, “The whole congregation of the sons of Israel grumbled
against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness” (Exodus 16:2). In spite of their hard hearts, God heard
the people and answered by telling Moses that He would “rain bread from heaven for you” even in
the case when they did not obey Him (Exodus 16:4), which He knew they wouldn’t. Moses explained
to them that their complaints weren’t against him but against God (Exodus 16:8). God made a
special provision to provide for the Sabbath by making the manna quantitatively different (a double
portion) on the day before as well as qualitatively different - it would not spoil during the Sabbath
rest day. God then announced the miracle to Moses through the appearance of the Shekinah glory,
which the people saw (Exodus 16:10, c.f.). In the meantime, in the evening before the raining of the
manna from the sky began, God sent quail to the people (Exodus 16:13). The text concluded with the
people seeing the manna and not recognizing what it was until Moses explained it to them (Exodus
16:15).

Second Reading:
Note: Verses 7 - 9 that were omitted from the reading are included below.

1 Corinthians 10:1-12 NAS95 1 For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were
all under the cloud and all passed through the sea; 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud
and in the sea; 3 and all ate the same spiritual food; 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they
were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless,
with most of them God was not well-pleased; for they were laid low in the wilderness. 6 Now these
things happened as examples for us, so that we would not crave evil things as they also craved. 7 Do
not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written, “THE PEOPLE SAT DOWN TO EAT AND
DRINK, AND STOOD UP TO PLAY.” 8 Nor let us act immorally, as some of them did, and twenty-
three thousand fell in one day. 9 Nor let us try the Lord, as some of them did, and were destroyed by
the serpents. 10 Nor grumble, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11 Now
these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom
the ends of the ages have come. 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does
not fall.

Paul wanted New Testament believers to understand the spiritual heritage and to learn from the
mistakes that led to disbelief and rejection of God’s provision for their lives. Had the people not been
so hard hearted they could have better understood God’s provision through the spiritual “manna”
that was Christ (v. 4). Yet the Hebrew people in the desert continued to sin, and the sin had dire
consequences for them. The heart of the matter was this. “Now these things happened to them as an
example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.
Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall” (vv. 11-12).
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There are many spiritual parallels in this reading between the provision of God through the manna
and the person and work of Jesus Christ who, called Himself “the bread of life” (John 6:35). In spite
of the fact that the people grumbled against God He still provided food for them. The parallel in the
New Testament is that in spite of the fact that most of the people didn’t accept Jesus as their
Messiah, God still provided salvation through Him. The manna was a very unique provision that was
done only by God and could not come about by any natural means. In the same way, Jesus was God’s
supernatural provision and also did not come about by natural means but was instead born through
the power of the Holy Spirit.

Another point in the reading concerns Paul’s use of the term “spiritual rock” (v. 4). When Paul said
“they were drinking from the spiritual rock” and “the rock was Christ” (v. 4) both times he used the
word “petra.” Jesus was the foundation stone, the One Who provided sustenance to the Hebrews
escaping from the Pharaoh during the Exodus. Jesus Himself explained the necessity of a sure
foundation in Luke Chapter 6. “ Everyone who comes to Me and hears My words and acts on them, I
will show you whom he is like: he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a
foundation on the rock; and when a flood occurred, the torrent burst against that house and could
not shake it, because it had been well built. But the one who has heard and has not acted
accordingly, is like a man who built a house on the ground without any foundation; and the torrent
burst against it and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great” (Luke 6:47-49).

Finally, Paul stated, “these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our
instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands
take heed that he does not fall” (vv. 11 - 12). The meaning of this is self-evident. We should take
great pains to 1. Become familiar with Scripture so that we even have the principles to apply, and 2.
Actually, apply them to our lives by learning from those that went before us. Why do we continue to
sin when we know so much? Perhaps a better question is, why does God continue to use sinners like
us? We know that He does, but this doesn’t lessen the call of holiness that God has placed upon our
lives.

As we transition to the Gospel lesson, we will learn about the ultimate consequence of the
unforgivable sin, the forsaking of repentance of sin and belief in the forgiveness offered only through
faith in Jesus Christ.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The Gospel reading is chapter 13 of Saint Luke. The context is after Jesus’ long discourse on the
truths of the good news of the Gospel in contrast to the heresies and legalism taught by His
antagonists the Pharisees. Jesus told them to “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is
hypocrisy” (Luke 12:1b). The Pharisees thought that they had contrived the secret code for living a
faith-filled life, which at its root was hypocrisy (Luke 12:1). In contrast to the Pharisees’ law code
derived in secret, Jesus taught publicly. Jesus said, “But there is nothing covered up that will not be
revealed, and hidden that will not be known” (Luke 12:2). He told them not to fear those that could
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kill their bodies (i.e. the Pharisees), but to fear the One that could after they were killed cast them
into hell (i.e. God). They were not to fear the Pharisees and their hypocritical legal code, a portion
of which we will see in today’s reading.

Gospel Reading:

Luke 13:1-9 NAS95 1 Now on the same occasion there were some present who reported to Him
about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 And Jesus said to them, “Do
you suppose that these Galileans were greater sinners than all other Galileans because they suffered
this fate? 3 “I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. 4 “Or do you suppose
that those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them were worse culprits than all
the men who live in Jerusalem? 5 “I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” 6
And He began telling this parable: “A man had a fig tree which had been planted in his vineyard; and
he came looking for fruit on it and did not find any. 7 “And he said to the vineyard-keeper, ‘Behold,
for three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree without finding any. Cut it down! Why
does it even use up the ground?’ 8 “And he answered and said to him, ‘Let it alone, sir, for this year
too, until I dig around it and put in fertilizer; 9 and if it bears fruit next year, fine; but if not, cut it
down."”

Jesus confronted the people’s false doctrine that bad things happened to bad people because of their
sin. He did this by giving them the truth of the Gospel. The big idea in the reading is that the people
whom the tower fell weren’t worse sinners, but that everyone was in need of repentance and finding
faith in Jesus Christ as the only means of forgiveness for their sin. Jesus told them, “unless you
repent, you will all likewise perish,” (v. 3), meaning spiritual not physical death. Scripture tells us,
“it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). Jesus was clear
that He was the only way to God, and He said this using the same language about Himself that we
saw in the first reading, meaning Jesus is God. He said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no
one comes to the Father but through Me” (John 14:6). Jesus closed the reading by revealing God'’s
patience in waiting for His people to bear fruit, meaning to repent of their sin and come to the
knowledge of eternal life (vv. 6 - 8). Scripture tells us that “The Lord is not slow about His promise,
as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come
to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). Although there may be points of light in all religions, the only way to
God is through faith in Jesus Christ - exclusively by becoming a Christian. This may not jive with the
politically correct culture in which we find ourselves today, but the fact remains that this is the truth
of God.

We shouldn’t dismiss the fact that God judges sin, whether it’s in the life of a believer or a non-
believer. In our day, God operates according to the New Covenant in which he prunes believers
during their earthly lives (John 15:2) while storing up His judgement for unbelievers largely until the
end of their lives (John 15:6, “cast in the fire and burned”). Even during the Old Testament times,
God revealed His grace for the unbelieving world by lavishing His material blessings upon them,
although their eternal destination was hell. This is very clear from both Psalm 37 and Psalm 73. God
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calls us to remember those who went before us, such as the story of Ananias and Sapphira in the
Book of Acts (Acts 5:1-11), or Paul’s teaching about some being sick and some have died because of
their unholy behavior in the love feast and communion meal (1 Corinthians 11:30). A key point that
we need to see is that there are consequences for sin, but not in perhaps the ways we can imagine or
according to the ways the people (including the Pharisees addressed in the adjacent verses)
contrived.

As Christians just because we do everything right doesn’t mean that we will be blessed in the earthly
sense in which we might expect, including material blessings and protection from sudden death.
Instead, God allows challenges in our lives to lead us to a fuller relationship with Him including the
death of loved ones (our ourselves) in order to accomplish His purposes. Our Christian lives are not
like baking a cake. We can’t just put together the exact right ingredients using a measured formula
and follow the recipe exactly and have the cake turn out perfectly well each and every time.
Sometimes God throws a monkey wrench into our plans in order to achieve His purposes. What’s
more, we may not even know or understand these purposes during out natural lifetimes. Unlike the
Pharisees who taught salvation by works and outward obedience to their own set of laws, God calls
us to walk in faith alone while behaving in ways as directed by the Holy Spirit. This does include
closely understanding the biblical principles taught in the New Testament and the Ten
Commandments of the Old. However, we should not live our lives formulaically, doing things for
God and expecting Him to “bless” us on our terms. He will surely bless us, but His definition of
blessing is a lot broader than our limited perspective. May we learn to walk by faith and not our
feelings or our sight.

Many of us have had nice young men dressed in white shirts wearing nametags and backpacks
knock on our door. The Mormons, although very well intentioned, teach a doctrine similar to that
confronted by Jesus in the Gospel reading today. Would you recognize false doctrine when it
knocked on your door? As we ponder what Jesus said about those that perish, we have to remember
that we are not just talking about the false doctrine of Mormons, Jehovah Witnesses and Muslims,
but anyone who holds the doctrine that good works cause salvation rather than flow from it
(Ephesians 2:8-9). Jesus taught us not that we shouldn’t judge but rather than when we do judge we
are to use a righteous standard (John 7:24, Matthew 7:2). Jesus was clear that belief in Him is the
only way to God, and that many would not travel this road. Less we think that those in our
community are immune, we can say that many who claim Christianity truly live as practical atheists
except they go to church on Sunday while negating Christian principles and practices during the
week including prayer, fellowship with other Christians, study Scripture, following God’s calling for
them (Ephesians 2:10). Jesus told this group, “Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we
not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many
miracles? And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO
PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS’” (Matthew 7:21-23).

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection
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1. We saw in the Gospel reading how Jesus upended the people’s beliefs about sin and salvation.
How can you be part of bringing a message of hope and light to people who are approaching God
with an expectation of God being a genie on demand (and often being disillusioned with God’s
unexpected ways of interacting with them)? Are there areas of your own life that you need to work
through disillusionment with the Lord’s unexpected ways so that you can be freed up to minister to
others authentically in their own struggles with surrendering to God?

2. The “bigger” idea in the Gospel reading is evangelism, reaching out to those trapped in false
belief systems with the truth of the Gospel. What are two practical ways in which you can begin to
reach out to those holding false beliefs? If you pray for God to change a person’s heart (an important
first step), will you be confident in how you speak to them about Jesus? What verses will you have
them read in order to begin to show them the truth of the Gospel?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.usccbh.org/bible/readings/022816-third-sunday-lent.cfm

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday, 2-21-2016
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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 2-21-2016. This week we open with a reading from the
first book of the Bible, Genesis, the book of beginnings. Today’s study reveals God’s gracious plan to
make Abraham the progenitor of a physical line of chosen people and the spiritual line of God-
followers. The second reading is from one of the Apostle Paul’s favored letters—that is, it’s favored
by many Bible readers because of the promise of joy and confidence to those who trust God
wholeheartedly. The Gospel reading from Luke takes us into a very intimate occasion in the life of
Jesus that demonstrated visually and orally His unique character as the very Son of God.

Introduction to the First Reading:

So much is packed into this passage of Scripture that it could take several pages of commentary to
explain it all clearly. Note that this choice servant of God is known first as Abram (“exalted father”).
His name is later changed to Abraham (“father of many nations”; Gen. 17:5). It begins with the
reassuring promise of God that He will protect Abram; He will be “a shield” to him. And he promises
him a great reward. In what we refer to as the Abrahamic Covenant, introduced in Genesis 12 and
reaffirmed in chapters 13, 15, and 17. God had promised Abram that he would be “a great nation”
and his “offspring” would be blessed. And that raises a great question in Abram’s mind. This passage
answers the question and gives us a preview of the history of the nation to be born of Abram.

First Reading:
Note: The reading omitted verses 1-4 and 16 that are included below.

Genesis 15:1-18 NAS95 1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision,
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saying, “Do not fear, Abram, I am a shield to you,; Your reward shall be very great.” 2 Abram said, “O
Lord GOD, what will You give me, since I am childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of
Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Since You have given no offspring to me, one born in my house is
my heir.” 4 Then behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “This man will not be your heir;
but one who will come forth from your own body, he shall be your heir.” 5 And He took him outside
and said, “Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” And He
said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6 Then he believed in the LORD; and He reckoned it to
him as righteousness. 7 And He said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out of Ur of the
Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess it.” 8 He said, “O Lord GOD, how may I know that I will
possess it?” 9 So He said to him, “Bring Me a three year old heifer, and a three year old female goat,
and a three year old ram, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 Then he brought all these to
Him and cut them in two, and laid each half opposite the other; but he did not cut the birds. 11 The
birds of prey came down upon the carcasses, and Abram drove them away. 12 Now when the sun
was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, terror and great darkness fell upon him.
13 God said to Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not
theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years. 14 “But I will also judge the
nation whom they will serve, and afterward they will come out with many possessions. 15 “As for
you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you will be buried at a good old age. 16 “Then in the
fourth generation they will return here, for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet complete.” 17 It
came about when the sun had set, that it was very dark, and behold, there appeared a smoking oven
and a flaming torch which passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the LORD made a covenant
with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I have given this land, From the river of Egypt as far as
the great river, the river Euphrates:

Abram is perplexed. How could he have offspring, he asks, “since I am childless”? Not knowing the
miraculous plan that God had in mind, Abram proposes that God use Abram’s servant Eliezer as his
heir. But God responds that his heir “will come forth from your own body.” Then God gives this
faithful follower an object lesson. He instructs him to look at the stars and count them. That'’s
impossible, of course; the stars are innumerable. “So shall your descendants be,” God tells him. In
response, Abram offers a statement that reveals the depth of his trust in God. It is a statement that
is referred to elsewhere in Scripture (Romans 4:3, 9, 22; Galatians 3:6; James 2:23): “Then he
believed in the LORD; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness.” This is a critical faith statement.
It is not on the basis of any action of Abram that he is declared righteous, but it is on the basis of his
faith, his trust in God. That same principle of faith remains true today. It is not by our holy deeds
that we are considered righteous before God but because of our faith in the saving work of Jesus
who paid the sacrifice for our sin.

In confirmation of God’s promises to Abram, there follows a demonstration of God’s commitment to
fulfill His promises to Abram. The ceremony of sacrifice that is pictured is the affirmation of God
that He alone will fulfill the covenant He is making with His servant. Not only that, God gives Abram
a preview of what is to happen to his progeny, events that we will read about in the later chapters of
Genesis and the early portion of Exodus. The 400-year captivity of Israel (the descendant nation from
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Abram) in Egypt is clearly foretold. And the promise of their ultimate release is predicted, as well.

The ceremony pictured in these verses included symbols of God’s presence (a smoking oven and a
flaming torch) which were to give Abram assurance that God Himself is making this covenant with
him, and it is certain of fulfillment. It concludes in this passage with the promise that the land from
the River of Egypt (the Nile?) to the Euphrates River in Mesopotamia will be the homeland of God’s
chosen people.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

In the first two chapters of Philippians, Paul rehearses some of the factors of his relationship with
the people of the church at Philippi and what he hoped and prayed for them in terms of their
spiritual growth and steadfastness. He wanted them to live in a manner “worthy of the gospel of
Christ” (2:27). He also taught some very important spiritual truths that should have encouraged his
readers to work together for unity among themselves and to recognize the great personal sacrifice of
Jesus for them. They should understand, also, the exalted place that Jesus has been given as a result
of His obedience to the Father, even to the point of death.

Second Reading:

Philippians 3:17 - 4:1 NAS95 17 Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk
according to the pattern you have in us. 18 For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell
you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, 19 whose end is destruction, whose
god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things. 20
For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;
21 who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the
exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself. 1 Therefore, my beloved
brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, in this way stand firm in the Lord, my beloved.

In today’s reading, the writer offers a significant contrast. He wants his readers to follow his
example and that of others who “walk according” to the pattern of his life. And he warns them of the
many who walk as “the enemies of the cross of Christ.” He is distressed by such conduct; it brings
him great sorrow. But the followers of Christ must be warned. These evil-doers are characterized by
unwholesome appetites, an unseemly pride in their wrong-doing. Perhaps the danger of their
behavior is suggested in the last characteristic, “who set their minds on earthly things.” What God
has created and given us here on this earth is not inherently bad, but an unhealthy attachment to
earthly things is fatal. As John wrote in 1 John 2:16, “For everything in the world—the carvings of
sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father
but from the world.” And his conclusion is the key: “The world and its desires pass away, but the
man who does the will of God lives forever.” Paul makes it clear that the “end” of them “is
destruction.” Believers must concentrate on the eternal, not the temporal that distracts us from God
and will not last. Rather, the Christian has much more to look for.

Page # 15 of 56 Link:
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/recent-posts-on-christians-for-christ/page/44/



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

Paul goes on to note the contrast between the “enemies” of Christ and the true believers. The
Christian’s citizenship is not in this temporary, passing world. It is in heaven, and it’s not just
something we hope to enter someday; it is the place where we should continually and eagerly be
looking “for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,” who will descend from our spiritual homeland to come
for us. And then the changes that Paul promised in 1 Corinthians 15 will occur. He says our current
“humble state” will be transformed “into conformity with the body of His glory.” We surely don’t
fully understand all that that means, but it will occur, not by anything we can do but by His power.
After all, He has the power to subject everything to Himself, and He eventually will do so.

Once again, Paul reveals his deep passion for the Philippian believers. He calls them “beloved
brethren,” and he again speaks of his longing to see them, who he considers “my joy and crown.” In
light of the glorious promise for the alien Christians whose citizenship is in heaven, their future and
eternal abiding place, Paul gives a final challenge to those he loves so dearly, “Stand firm in the
Lord.”

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The four Gospels present Jesus in a variety of settings, each writer including those events and
sayings that fit best into his argument. The four together give us a complete picture of what God
wants us to know about Jesus’ life and ministry. After all, according to the writer of Hebrews, God
“in these last days has spoken to us by His Son” (Hebrews 1:2). Jesus provides the very best picture
of who God is because He who was and is God “became flesh and made his dwelling among us” (John
1:14). In today’s passage, Luke gives us a unique picture of Jesus, different from every other
representation of Him in the Bible.

Gospel Reading:

Luke 9:28-36 NAS95 28 Some eight days after these sayings, He took along Peter and John and
James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And while He was praying, the appearance of His
face became different, and His clothing became white and gleaming. 30 And behold, two men were
talking with Him; and they were Moses and Elijah, 31 who, appearing in glory, were speaking of His
departure which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter and his companions had
been overcome with sleep; but when they were fully awake, they saw His glory and the two men
standing with Him. 33 And as these were leaving Him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us
to be here; let us make three tabernacles: one for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah” -not
realizing what he was saying. 34 While he was saying this, a cloud formed and began to overshadow
them; and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 Then a voice came out of the cloud, saying,
“This is My Son, My Chosen One; listen to Him!” 36 And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was
found alone. And they kept silent, and reported to no one in those days any of the things which they
had seen.

In the paragraph just preceding these verses, Jesus had spoken of the cost of being His disciple. The
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disciple “must deny himself and take up his cross daily”; “whoever wants to save his life will lost it.”
To follow Jesus is to be willing to serve Him unashamedly and faithfully. Knowing that there will be
some who will faithfully follow, He concludes this teaching by promising that some of His hearers
“will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God.” That was said many years ago, and yet we
still have not yet seen God’s kingdom established on earth in the fullest sense that He has promised
it. So, what could He have meant?

Today’s passage may well be the fulfillment of that promise, as we shall see. A little more than a
week after that pronouncement Jesus took three of his most intimate disciples—Peter, James, and
John—with Him to a mountain to pray, which was a common practice for Him. Apparently, the
disciples fell asleep while Jesus prayed. (Interestingly, the same thing occurs on a later occasion in
the Garden of Gethsemane on Jesus’ last night before His crucifixion, Luke 22:45.) When they
awoke, they say what must have seemed like a dream to them.

They saw Jesus with a different facial expression and clothes that were dazzling white and gleaming.
Two men were talking with Him, and somehow the disciples recognized the two as Moses and Elijah,
long dead and revered Old Testament prophets. They were “appearing in glory,” and the three
disciples “saw His glory.” It was Moses in Exodus 33 who asked to see God’s glory, but God
indicated that no one could see His glory and live. There must have been something about the
appearance of these three that was supra-natural. It was an appearance beyond anything earthly
normal. It’s also interesting to note the topic of discussion between Jesus and the two prophets; they
“were speaking of His departure.” Jesus had told His disciples on more than one occasion that he
would be leaving them, and He had indicated the method (His death, burial, resurrection, and return
to heaven). Peter, in his usual impetuous way, was eager to keep them from leaving, so he suggested
building “tabernacles,” probably the kind of booths that were associated with the Jewish festival. He
was interrupted by a cloud that came upon them, frightening them. Then they heard a voice, the
very voice of God.

“This is My Son, My Chosen One; listen to Him!” As God had spoken at Jesus’ baptism, so He speaks
once again, confirming that Jesus is the Holy One, the anointed one of God, the one above all others
who should be heard and obeyed. It seems abundantly clear that these three close disciples of Jesus
had the unique privilege of having just a glimpse, a peek of what the Kingdom of God is like. The
qualified king, the representatives of the old covenant, and disciples of the new, all are represented.
Glory shone around as it will in that glorious future kingdom. Watch for it! Be prepared!

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. In the second reading, Saint Paul talked about “stand[ing] firm in the faith” (Philippians 4;1). List
at least three specific ways in which you are you living as a citizen of heaven, for eternal values
rather than worldly pleasure and standing firm in your faith?

2. In what ways to you recognize Jesus as God Himself as seen by Peter, James, and John, in the
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great transfiguration scene? God said to listen to Him. In what ways are you doing this in your life?
In what ways are you acting upon the information you are receiving from God?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/022116.cfm

Source(s):
Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday, 2-14-2016

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 2-14-2016. This week we examine the first fruits
offering found in Deuteronomy 26. Then we see how Saint Paul described the necessity for a person
to receive God’s free gift of salvation and examine this matter more closely. We conclude this week’s
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study with the Gospel reading in which we see the temptation of Jesus Christ and how this applies to
our lives.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from the Book of Deuteronomy, a word that means “second law.” This Book is a
retelling, but with many additional details, of the Exodus from Egypt as well as the Law given to
Moses. The context of the reading is provided in the first three verses that were omitted from the
reading but are shown below.

Deuteronomy 26:1-3 NAS95 1 Then it shall be, when you enter the land which the LORD your God
gives you as an inheritance, and you possess it and live in it, 2 that you shall take some of the first of
all the produce of the ground which you bring in from your land that the LORD your God gives you,
and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place where the LORD your God chooses to establish
His name. 3 You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time and say to him, ‘I declare this day
to the LORD my God that I have entered the land which the LORD swore to our fathers to give us.’

Chapter 26 opens with Moses looking forward to when the Israelites enter the Promised Land. God
tells them through Moses the laws about the first fruits offering. Each household was to prepare a
gift of the best of the land before they utilized any of the harvests from the place in which they were
about to enter. As you read, imagine presenting your “first fruits” offerings to the Old Testament
priests after you had entered your new homeland.

First Reading:

Deuteronomy 26:4-10 NAS95 4 “Then the priest shall take the basket from your hand and set it
down before the altar of the LORD your God. 5 “You shall answer and say before the LORD your
God, ‘My father was a wandering Aramean, and he went down to Egypt and sojourned there, few in
number; but there he became a great, mighty and populous nation. 6 ‘And the Egyptians treated us
harshly and afflicted us, and imposed hard labor on us. 7 “Then we cried to the LORD, the God of our
fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our daffliction and our toil and our oppression; 8 and
the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm and with great terror
and with signs and wonders; 9 and He has brought us to this place and has given us this land, a land
flowing with milk and honey. 10 ‘Now behold, I have brought the first of the produce of the ground
which You, O LORD have given me.” And you shall set it down before the LORD your God, and
worship before the LORD your God;

The reading provides the law of the first fruits offering. The “father” mentioned in verse 5 is Jacob,
the father of Israel. After Joseph was appointed a leader in the Egyptian nation, Jacob and his family
moved to Egypt because of the drought in the land of Canaan. The future generations then spent
four hundred years in Egypt until “a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph” (Exodus
1:8). At this point, God appointed Moses to lead the people out of Egypt into the Promised Land. The
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first fruits offering was to be made as an offering to God in remembrance of their deliverance from
Egyptian captivity. Second, it was to recognize the principle of giving to God first. By assuming this
practice once, the people were settled in the Land and they would remember God’s miraculous
provision to them.

A similar offering first occurs in the Bible in Genesis chapter 4 when Cain and Abel brought their
offerings to God. “So it came about in the course of time that Cain brought an offering to the LORD
of the fruit of the ground. Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat
portions” (Genesis 4:3-4a). The reading continues, which makes an important point about how each
man made the offering and therefore how God received them. “And the LORD had regard for Abel
and for his offering; but for Cain and for his offering He had no regard. So Cain became very angry
and his countenance fell” (vv. 4b - 5). Although both Cain and Abel made their offerings directly to
God, God honored only Abel’s offering. Why? The answer is found in the following New Testament
verses. “By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained
witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks”
(Hebrews 11:4). “[W]e should love one another, not as Cain who was of the wicked one and
murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his works were evil and his brother’s
righteous” (1 John 3:11-12). God accepted Abel’s offering because it was done with love and faith,
whereas Cain’s offering came from his evil heart. Likely, Cain’s offering wasn’t the best of the land,
but was rather something rather worthless that he had held back for God while keeping the best for
himself.

The offering record in today’s reading was during the time known as the theocratic kingdom where
the priests were interceding for the people as intermediators with God. This is important to
remember because of the great contrast with which we make our offerings in the church today. After
Jesus rose from the dead, we see how the priestly class passed away and how Jesus is the only
mediator between God and man (1 Timothy 2:5). Now each believer comes to God only through Jesus
without the priestly intermediaries. Although in the Old Testament the priestly class prefigured the
coming High Priest Jesus, they were subject to the human limitations common to people (Hebrews
7:28) and succumbed to this temptation. In contrast, our perfect High Priest Jesus was subject to
temptations but was without sin (Hebrews 4:15). Therefore, the Old Testament priests never offered
a perfect sacrifice to God regardless of their noble intentions while Jesus offered the perfect
sacrifice for sin forever (Hebrews 10:14).

In this reading, God provided the law of the first fruits offering. Looking forward to the church age,
this offering pointed the way towards how Christians offer their own “first fruits” to God in the
things they do. By first taking the best that God has given us off the top, we remember how God
provided it for us in the first place. We may find ourselves tempted to hold back in our offerings to
God. Later in the Gospel reading, we will see the big idea is the temptation of Christ, the application
of which is that we too are subject to temptation. As Christians, God has given us wisdom from His
word for successfully resisting temptation. However, this assumes that we are a Christian as defined
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in Scripture. In the second reading, we will see how becoming a Christian requires a person’s
heartfelt commitment to Jesus Christ. Although salvation is a free gift from God (Ephesians 2:8-9),
God word says that there is a transaction that has to occur during the process of accepting this free
gift.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The reading is from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Romans. In the reading, we will see how Paul quoted
from the Book of Deuteronomy as well as the Prophet Joel.

Second Reading:

Romans 10:8-13 NAS95 8 But what does it say? “THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, in your mouth and in
your heart” -that is, the word of faith which we are preaching, 9 that if you confess with your mouth
Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10 for
with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses,
resulting in salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, “WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE
DISAPPOINTED.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of
all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him; 13 for “WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF
THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.”

The only way to understand this reading is to set it within the context of salvation in general which
we will explain first, and then we will return to an analysis of the reading. In these verses, Saint Paul
describes how a person must receive the gift of salvation from God. When someone is given
something, they must first receive it. The prerequisite to receiving this gift is to first understand that
all of us are without excuse before God and in need of a Savior. Paul said earlier in Romans 3, “For
all have sinned and fallen short or the glory of God.” The penalty for our sin is eternal separation
from God as Paul said in Romans, but God has provided a way out of this horrible situation. “For the
wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23).
God said, “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift
of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). Our “good” works, no
matter how we define them or how hard we work at them, will never result in earning our way to
heaven. In order to earn our way to heaven we would have to be perfect, and we see from the
Scripture that we are not.

Jesus explained to Nicodemus how one must be “born from above,” or “born again,” as the Greek
word used has two meanings. Jesus said, “You must be born from above to enter the kingdom of
heaven” (John 3:3). Nicodemus, a teacher of the Law, didn’t understand so Jesus explained it to him.
Jesus said:

13 No one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from heaven: the Son of Man. 14 As
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; 15 so that
whoever believes will in Him have eternal life. 16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only
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begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 17 For God did
not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.
18 He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because
he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. (John 3:13-18)

Jesus explained to Nicodemus that salvation came through His dying for him and that this comes
through faith. Jesus also explained that if someone didn’t believe, then by default they have already
been judged (v. 18). Saint John further explained salvation in his first Letter, “Whoever believes that
Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and whoever loves the Father loves the child born of Him” (1John
5:1). Later he explained, “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son
of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life” (v. 13, emphasis added). The way in which
a person is made right with God is through belief in the finished work of the Son Jesus Christ.

Returning to the reading, Saint Paul described how a person must receive the free gift of eternal life
through faith in Jesus Christ. He said, “if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in
your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person
believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 11 For
the Scripture says, “WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED” (Romans
10:9-11). Paul quoted from Deuteronomy in verse 8, which was part of Moses’ message to the
Israelites before they entered the Promised Land. He explained to them how the words of the Law
were in the midst of them because it had been explained to them in detail. They couldn’t deny that
they knew it when God punished them for breaking it. Finally, Paul quoted from the Prophet Joel a
universal message from God, “Whoever will call upon the name of the LORD will be saved” (v. 13).

Having an understanding of Paul’s message of salvation is crucial not only because it is the only way
to gain eternal life! Our good works will not, and cannot ever merit salvation for ourselves. As we
conclude this week’s study we will see how being a Christian helps us to overcome temptations
common to everyone. While unbelievers have little chance of resisting, believers have been given the
power to achieve victory over temptation through resting in God.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The Gospel reading is from Luke 4 in which we see the 40-day period in which God allowed the
testing of Jesus in the desert (wilderness) area of Israel.

Gospel Reading:

Luke 4:1-13 NAS95 1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led around by
the Spirit in the wilderness 2 for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And He ate nothing during
those days, and when they had ended, He became hungry. 3 And the devil said to Him, “If You are
the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.” 4 And Jesus answered him, “It is written, 'MAN
SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE."” 5 And he led Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms of
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the world in a moment of time. 6 And the devil said to Him, “I will give You all this domain and its
glory; for it has been handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I wish. 7 “Therefore if You
worship before me, it shall all be Yours.” 8 Jesus answered him, “It is written, 'YOU SHALL
WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD AND SERVE HIM ONLY."” 9 And he led Him to Jerusalem and had
Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself
down from here; 10 for it is written, ‘"HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU TO
GUARD YOU,” 11 and, ‘ON their HANDS THEY WILL BEAR YOU UP, SO THAT YOU WILL NOT
STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE."” 12 And Jesus answered and said to him, “It is said, 'YOU
SHALL NOT PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD TO THE TEST."” 13 When the devil had finished every
temptation, he left Him until an opportune time.

We see in verse one that God allowed the temptation of Jesus, and in verse two that the source of it
was Satan. The mystery here is that although Jesus is fully God, He also took on human form that
was subject to temptation (Philippians 2:7). We are not told the details of the testing that Satan
brought to Jesus during this period, but Scripture says that he “was in all points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). Not surprisingly after such a long period without food, the
devil tempted Jesus by asking Him to turn the stones into bread. Likely this was in an area in which
the stones were shaped like loaves. However, Jesus responded to this and all of the temptations of
the devil by quoting Scripture. He pointed out that His purpose eclipsed the needs of satisfying His
body’s needs, which was one purpose of the fast in the first place. The next temptation showed Jesus
the truth that the earth was the devil’s kingdom, at least for a short time (2 Corinthians 4:4, the
“God of this age.”). The devil’s offer was legitimate, however Jesus answered him by quoting the
scriptural truth that worship belongs only to God, the First Commandment (Deuteronomy 10:20,
Exodus 20:3). Finally, the devil tempted Jesus by attempting to make Him place the Lord God to the
test, something to which Jesus immediately responded from the Law (Deuteronomy 6:16).

What can we learn from how Jesus faced temptation and from other verses in the Bible on this
subject? The following is a series of points about the source of temptation and how a believer can
choose to resist through power given to them by God.

e James 1:13-14 “13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God”; for God
cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. 14 But each one is tempted
when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.”

God is never the source of temptation, instead the source of it is our own lust.

e 1Pe 4:12 “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you
for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you;”

As believers we should expect trials and temptation to come upon us. God allows these things
in order for us to grow closer to Him and through our growing learning how to trust in Him
regardless of the circumstances.

e 2Co 12:7 “Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me
from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment
me-to keep me from exalting myself!”
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Even the greatest saints such as Paul were subject to terrible trials and temptations. We as
saints of God should also expect temptation.

e Lu 13:4-4 “4 Or do you suppose that those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and
killed them were worse culprits than all the men who live in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no, but
unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.”

Temptation that comes upon a person isn’t because of their sin (although sin can multiply
temptation).

e Jude 9 “But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil and argued about the body
of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him a railing judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke
you!’”

We are to look to Jesus’ example when we are facing temptation by leaning upon the Scripture
that we have memorized and placed in our heart. We saw Jesus’ example in the Gospel reading
today.

e Lu 22:40 “When He arrived at the place, He said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into
temptation.”

Jesus warned His disciples on the night He was betrayed to pray before temptation came upon
them. We are to pray in advance of temptation for God to deliver from (prevent it from
happening) and through it (help us when it does come, which it will).

e 2Pe 2:9 “then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the
unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment”

Since God knows we are to ask Him for help.

e 1Co0 10:13 “No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is
faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the
temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.”

God has given us tools to resist temptation as we grow in our understanding and reliance upon the
Word of God. As you can see from the verses above, resistance to the trials and temptations that we
will encounter as Christians needs to begin well in advance of the actual situation. As you
contemplate your response to the next temptation comes along, pray quickly to God for the power to
resist. After the event, look back and see how holding to God’s Word delivered you. If you failed,
discuss this with another Christian whom you trust. Pray together with them and develop some
practical methods to resist based upon the Scriptures.

One technique that has proven helpful in increasing our awareness about imminent temptation is the
acronym H-A-L-T. This reminds us to be on the lookup for temptation when we are: Hungry, Angry,
Lonely or Tired. Perhaps you will find yourself resting in God’s Word to HALT temptation before you
fall prey to it.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. In the first reading, we learned about the law of the first fruits offering. Today, giving includes
not only our monetary gifts to our church and charities but also the ways in which we serve the
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Lord. In your life, in what ways do you bring your very best, like Abel, or hold back, like Cain, in your
offerings to God?

2. From what you learned today, why is it important to memorize Scripture? Would you establish a
plan to memorize the verses on temptation?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/021416.cfm

Source(s):
Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday, 2-7-2016
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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 2-7-2016. Once or twice in a lifetime God allows events
to occur in the life of a person for reasons that they may not understand at the moment but later see
how God used them to reveal their pride and sinfulness and need for salvation through faith in Jesus.
Some time ago one of those things happened to me. Back in the day I was an engineer at one of the
Big Three automotive companies. I wore a suit and tie to work each day and had a pass to access
the test track across the street. I drove a brand new truck and in my mind I guess I kind of saw
myself as important in the overall scheme of things in the automotive world. One day as I was
getting dressed I examined the pattern of stitching on my underwear and how the tag was placed on
the opposite side of the seams and overlapping seams that joined the panels together. As an
engineer I thought, isn’t that strange how they placed the tag on the wrong side so that it faced out
when the seams were faced in? Then it hit me, I had, for my entire life mind you, worn my
underwear inside out with the tag facing out and the finished seams facing in (which even today still
seems very logical to me!). I thought that I was such an important engineer and yet [ had worn my
underwear backwards during my entire career. As my grandma would have said, good thing I didn't
have an accident. Pride gets the best of us, but God has His ways of revealing our pride in order to
help us to be released to worship Him.

This week we open with a reading from the Prophet Isaiah in which we learn about our need for
cleansing from our sin as well as a vision of God on His throne. Then we move to the second reading
from the next to last chapter of Saint Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians where we learn about
how he corrected an important misunderstanding regarding the crucially important doctrine of the
resurrection. Then we close with the Gospel lesson from Saint Luke in which we see how Jesus
performed a great miracle among a group of common fishermen in order to gather His own catch of
men. We are going to see today how when God places a unique calling upon a person such as a
prophet or disciple of Christ he often brings those people to the point of understanding their
sinfulness and need for a Savior. A. W. Tozer said, “It is doubtful whether God can bless a man
greatly until He has hurt him deeply.” Such is the case that we will see today when we encounter
two men whom God deeply convicted of their sins. As we study you may wish to check the direction
in which your underwear is facing.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from the Prophet Isaiah, chapter 6. The context of the reading is just after the
pronouncement of woes upon the people of Israel for their sin in the previous chapter. His messages
follow the pattern “Woe to those who.” “Therefore,” Isaiah said, “My people go into exile for their
lack of knowledge” (Isaiah 5:13b). Isaiah continued his song of woes saying, “Woe to those who call
evil good, and good evil; Who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; Who substitute
bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!” (Isaiah 5:20). The prophet’s words are eerily reminiscent of
Saint Paul’s warnings about what was to come upon the world in the last days, a period that began
the moment Jesus Christ ascended into heaven. Paul said, “But realize this, that in the last days
difficult times will come. For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers,
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disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-
control, brutal, haters of good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers
of God, holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; Avoid such men as
these” (2 Timothy 3:1-5). Isaiah’s pronouncement of woes serves as a warning to all generations
about the deceitfulness and danger of sin. We shouldn’t be surprised by events happening in Isaiah’s
day as if the Israelites were somehow worse sinners than the people of our own age.

From this context we begin the readings. You'll see a huge contrast between the wickedness of
people and the holiness of God.

First Reading:

Isaiah 6:1-8 NAS95 1 In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and
exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple. 2 Seraphim stood above Him, each having six
wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And
one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of
His glory.” 4 And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out,
while the temple was filling with smoke. 5 Then I said, “Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a
man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the
LORD of hosts.” 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his hand, which he
had taken from the altar with tongs. 7 He touched my mouth with it and said, “Behold, this has
touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken away and your sin is forgiven.” 8 Then I heard the voice
of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I. Send me!”

The first insight that jumps out of the reading requires some careful insight into the background of
King Uzziah mentioned in the first verse. Isaiah provides the date of his vision as “In the year of King
Uzziah’s death” (v. 1a), meaning sometime after the date of King Uzziah as recorded in 2 Chronicles
26:23. King Uzziah was one of the good kings of Judah, although sometime during the end of his
reign pride got the better of him when he attempted to usurp the function of a priest by burning
incense to the Lord (2 Chronicles 26:16). Afterwards, because of his pride God inflicted him with
leprosy that likely hastened his death. Isaiah is clearly using this mention of Uzziah’s death as a
warning about the danger of pride because as he continues in the reading he shows how God
convicted him of his own pride. Upon seeing some miniscule portion of the glory of the Lord, Isaiah
was deeply convicted of his sinful nature and said, “Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man
of unclean lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips” (v. 5). Pride is something that anyone
exposed to direct revelation from God would most likely struggle with. Their vision and special role
left them vulnerable to the assumption that they were superior. Add to this the fact that once the
prophets began to experience God’s message they would have been called to live much holier lives
than the surrounding people did. Even Saint Paul wasn’t immune from pride because we know that
God inflicted him with a “thorn in the flesh.” Paul said, “Because of the surpassing greatness of the
revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh,
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a messenger of Satan to torment me-to keep me from exalting myself!” (2 Corinthians 12:7). Isaiah
was no different and as we see in the reading he required conviction of his sin and subsequent
forgiveness (v. 7). The ministry of forgiveness was delivery by none other than the seraphim, a
special type of angel who use two of their wings to cover their face (v. 2). Interestingly, although the
angels cover their faces, Isaiah is allowed to see the glory of God. God allows this for the purpose of
revealing Isaiah’s uncleanness and compelling need for forgiveness. We see through the reading that
forgiveness came from the altar of God, as only God can forgive sin.

Sometimes as I'm reading the Bible as I study the text and the related passages I come to an “aha
moment.” During my study for this reading, I had one of those moments as I remembered how Saint
John had said something about Isaiah. When we read the Gospels, we need to take careful notice
when either the writers or Jesus Himself quotes from the Bible (what we now call the Old
Testament). In this case, Saint John clearly indicated that Jesus was the Person on the throne about
whom Isaiah spoke. As proof, first, we know that no one can see God in His fullness and live (Exodus
33:20). However, Scripture says that the prophets saw varying manifestations of God, as Saint John
made clear in the following verse:

39 For this reason they could not believe, for Isaiah said again, 40 “HE HAS BLINDED THEIR EYES
AND HE HARDENED THEIR HEART, SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT SEE WITH THEIR EYES AND
PERCEIVE WITH THEIR HEART, AND BE CONVERTED AND I HEAL THEM.” 41 These things Isaiah
said because he saw His glory, and he spoke of Him. (John 12:39 -41, emphasis added, note that
the capital letters indicate quotations from the Old Testament.)

Had we read past verse 8 in Isaiah where today’s reading ended we would have seen these verses:

Isaiah 6:9-10 NAS95 9 He said, “Go, and tell this people: ‘Keep on listening, but do not perceive;
Keep on looking, but do not understand.” 10 “Render the hearts of this people insensitive, Their ears
dull, And their eyes dim, Otherwise they might see with their eyes, Hear with their ears, Understand
with their hearts, And return and be healed.”

Do you see the correlation between John's writing in the Gospel and the verses he quoted from the
Old Testament in Isaiah? Aha, what John was saying was that it was Jesus’ glory that Isaiah was
seeing, the glory of God on His throne!

For additional evidence that the One that Isaiah saw high and lifted up on the throne was Jesus,
Isaiah used the same language about this Person in today’s reading as compared to his writings
about the coming Messiah in the Servant Songs later in chapters 52 - 53. Isaiah spoke of the Lord
“sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted” (v. 1). Later in the Servant Songs Isaiah said about the
coming Servant Messiah Jesus: “Behold, My servant will prosper, He will be high and lifted up and
greatly exalted” (Isaiah 52:13). What Saint John was explaining by drawing from Isaiah was that
Jesus is God spoken of in the Old Testament. Jesus said. “He who has seen Me has seen the Father”
(John 14:9).
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We can celebrate the ways in which Jesus revealed His glory to the world in both the Old and New
Testaments. We can have confidence that even though Isaiah may not have completely understood
his visions and writings he faithfully recorded them in the Scriptures such that some seven hundred
years later Jesus could come along and fulfill them. In the same way, we can trust that when we read
the prophetic verses in the New Testament, they too will be fulfilled in exquisite detail in ways that
we cannot totally understand. In spite of the fact that we don’t have a perfect understanding of how
things will play out, we can trust that God has enlightened our understanding to the extent
necessary for us to accomplish the work that He has for us to accomplish.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The second reading is from the next to last chapter of First Corinthians and contains an early
creedal statement in the first half dozen verses. Paul had just finished his instruction on the
necessity of order in worship, so it’s appropriate that this section opens with the statement of one of
the earliest creeds of the church.

Second Reading:

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 NAS95 1 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to
you, which also you received, in which also you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast
the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first
importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that
He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred
brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; 7 then He
appeared to James, then to all the apostles; 8 and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to
me also. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted
the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not
prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me. 11
Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.

One of the problems in the Corinthian church was that some of them didn’t believe in the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. This is made clear by the verses immediately following today’s reading:

1 Corinthians 15:12-19 NAS95 12 Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead,
how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no
resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised; 14 and if Christ has not been raised, then
our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain. 15 Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of
God, because we testified against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the
dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; 17 and if
Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who
have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of
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all men most to be pitied.

This context is extremely important in understanding Paul’s purpose in including such deep creedal
statements before he addresses the Corinthian’s unbelief. You may have heard how those in the
government have taught that the best way to spot a counterfeit bill is not to study the counterfeits,
but instead to become intimately familiar first with genuine articles. This is exactly what Paul did by
leading with the truth and then addressing the Corinthian’s unbelief as a means of providing a
bridge to those confused about the resurrection of Christ. Paul taught many deep spiritual truths in
the first seven verses including things that we, as believers, take for granted with our more
extensive understanding of faith and more extensive creeds such as the one recited each week
during Sunday Mass. Paul taught:

e People are saved by receiving, standing and holding fast to the Gospel (v. 1).

e Christ died for our sins, that this was in fulfillment of the Scriptures, and that He was buried
and raised on the third day again as predicted by the Bible (v. 3). This provided confirmation of
the truthfulness of the Old Testament prophecies concerning Jesus.

e The resurrected Jesus appeared to more than five hundred believers, some of whom were still
alive at the time of his writing (v. 6). This was important because as live witnesses they would
have been able to challenge these writings about the resurrection of Jesus.

The reading also relates to what we learned about Isaiah in the first reading in terms of the
necessity of prophets to have a humble heart. He said that he was the “least of the apostles,” one
whom had persecuted the church (v. 9), yet labored harder than all the others because the grace of
God was with him (v. 10). Yet as an apostle of Christ he had a unique calling in that when he was
formerly a persecutor of the church (v. 9) the resurrected Lord appeared to him. Finally, he
exclaimed that regardless of who preached the good news, the end result was that the people
believed (v. 11). He said something very similar to this in Philippians:

Philippians 1:15-18 NAS95 15 Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but
some also from good will; 16 the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense
of the gospel; 17 the former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition rather than from pure motives,
thinking to cause me distress in my imprisonment. 18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in
pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice,

We see in this reading Saint Paul’s heart for ministry. We saw how he provided the Corinthians with
both truth and evidence of the truth, an “apologetic.” The defense of the truth is very important in
our day with a culture that denies the existence of absolute truth, yet does so absolutely. Although
there is plenty of room for discussion and even error on various Christian doctrines, the resurrection
is one of the central, defining doctrines of our Christian faith. We saw this in Paul’s own words. “If
we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied” (1 Corinthians 15:19).

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:
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As we transition to the Gospel lesson we will return to a very similar theme that we saw in the first
reading from Isaiah. Here we will see the calling of the disciples of Christ and how the Holy Spirit
convicted Peter of his sinfulness and need for a Savior.

Gospel Reading:

Luke 5:1-11 NAS95 1 Now it happened that while the crowd was pressing around Him and listening
to the word of God, He was standing by the lake of Gennesaret; 2 and He saw two boats lying at the
edge of the lake; but the fishermen had gotten out of them and were washing their nets. 3 And He
got into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a little way from the land.
And He sat down and began teaching the people from the boat. 4 When He had finished speaking,
He said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon
answered and said, “Master, we worked hard all night and caught nothing, but I will do as You say
and let down the nets. 6 When they had done this, they enclosed a great quantity of fish, and their
nets began to break; 7 so they signaled to their partners in the other boat for them to come and help
them. And they came and filled both of the boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter
saw that, he fell down at Jesus’ feet, saying, “Go away from me Lord, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!”
9 For amazement had seized him and all his companions because of the catch of fish which they had
taken; 10 and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And
Jesus said to Simon, “Do not fear, from now on you will be catching men.” 11 When they had brought
their boats to land, they left everything and followed Him.

In the reading we see the occurrence of several miracles. We see the Lord’s miracle of gathering the
fish into the particular spot in which to be caught (v.4). Next we see how Simon Peter followed
Jesus’ instruction (vv. 5-6), a miracle in itself. Then we see the miracle of the gigantic catch (v. 6).
However, perhaps the greatest miracle of all was how God enlightened Simon Peter’s heart to reveal
his sinfulness and frail humanity (v. 8). Yet another miracle was how this group of disciples (Peter,
James, and John) were willing to forsake their livelihood and instead become “fishers of men” (v. 10).
All of these miracles are significant in that they helped bring about the specific calling to a discrete
small group of disciples eventually numbering just twelve select people, each with unique skills and
gift mix.

One of the significant things in the reading concerns how God requires humility in His servants. Just
like we saw how Isaiah responded to seeing the glory of Jesus on His throne, Saint Peter responded
in a very similar way when he experienced the miraculous catch of fish. Any sport fisherman who has
ever endured a slow fishing season may understand that even a nominal catch is a miracle. However,
in the case of the Peter, James and John these were professional fishermen who made their living at
fishing. Peter’s reaction indicated that there was much more going on than just the miraculous
catch, God was working in his heart to convict him of his sinfulness as well as using the miracle to
prove that Jesus was able to fulfil His words.

What are some ways that we can apply what we have learned today? In the first reading we saw how
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God exposed Isaiah’s sinfulness and need for cleansing from his sin. In the Gospel lesson we saw
how Saint Peter was convicted of his sinfulness and need for a Savior. In our lives we must be aware
of our own pride and our need for God’s forgiveness, “for all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God” (Romans 3:23). God in His grace brings to mind our sinfulness so that we may repent
of our sin and be healed (see Acts 3:19). Without God Himself bearing the penalty for our sin the
ultimate end for us is death (Romans 6:23). He did this for us through His grace while we were
hopelessly trapped in our sin with no hope of escape. Paul said, “But God demonstrates His own love
toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). Our receipt of the
free gift of forgiveness comes through our faith in the Lord Jesus and not any of our perceived good
works (Ephesians 2:8-9). Saint Paul said that we need to receive this gift:

“9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him
from the dead, you will be saved; 10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness,
and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, “WHOEVER
BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and
Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him; 13 for
‘WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED’” (Romans 10:9-13).

God tells us not to take this for granted, but rather to test ourselves. “Examine yourselves to see
whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you-unless, of
course, you fail the test?” (2 Corinthians 13:5). The stakes are very high, each of us should examine
our hearts and see whether we are trusting only in the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross for
us, because in terms of earning our salvation God said through Isaiah, “Our righteous deeds are as
filthy rags before the Lord” (Proverbs 14:12). Let us take to heart the Gospel message: “Christ died
for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third
day according to the Scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4). It is not enough to just know the Gospel, we
must respond to message and live in light of this good news.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. In the second reading Saint Paul provide several proofs regarding the resurrection. A. How do
these proofs provide you with comfort today?

2. Why is the resurrection of our bodies important to you and how can this doctrine help you in
light of the things with which you are suffering?

3. What areas of pride has God revealed to you? How has He used these times of “breaking” to usher
you into new places of trust and intimacy with Him?
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Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.uscch.org/bible/readings/020716.cfm

Source(s):
Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday, 1-31-2016

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 1-31-2016. This week we open with two passages from
the prophecy of Jeremiah, who served during the time of Judah’s spiritual downfall, preparing her for
captivity and removal from the land. The second reading is from the familiar but remarkable chapter
on love in Paul’s first letter to the Corinthian Church. The final reading is from Luke’s Gospel and
relates the story of Jesus’ encounter in a Jewish synagogue where His teaching so enraged the
people that they tried to kill Him.
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Introduction to the First Reading:

Because of his great sorrow over the sin of the people and impending judgment to come upon them,
Jeremiah is sometimes referred to as the “weeping prophet.” He was not just a melancholy neurotic,
however; his was a soul of deep spirituality and great sensibility. One writer describes Jeremiah as
“the most Christ-like character in the Old Testament.” The prophet saw the beginning of the nation’s
Babylonian captivity and the destruction of Jerusalem. In spite of his preaching, he had no converts.
He was rejected by his own people, hated, beaten, imprisoned, called a traitor, and forced to flee.
Nonetheless, he was faithful to deliver God’s message to the people, knowing it would fall on deaf
ears.

First Reading:

Jeremiah 1:4-5 NAS95 4 Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, 5 “Before I formed you in
the womb I knew you, And before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet
to the nations.”

Jeremiah 1:17-19 NAS95 17 “Now, gird up your loins and arise, and speak to them all which I
command you. Do not be dismayed before them, or I will dismay you before them. 18 “Now behold, I
have made you today as a fortified city and as a pillar of iron and as walls of bronze against the
whole land, to the kings of Judah, to its princes, to its priests and to the people of the land. 19 “They
will fight against you, but they will not overcome you, for I am with you to deliver you,” declares the
LORD.

How reassuring it must have been for Jeremiah to have God speak to him directly and assure him
that he was created by God and known by Him before his birth. God had chosen, “consecrated” (that
is, set him apart), and “appointed” him to be his prophet to Judah, the remaining southern portion of
the former kingdom of Israel.

Jeremiah began his ministry during the reign of Josiah (1:2) and lived through the reformation that
Josiah brought about after the discovery of the Book of the Law in the Temple (see 2 Kings 22-23).
To see the nation’s departure from the faith and their refusal to repent was no doubt the cause for
the prophet’s great sorrow. His commission from the Lord must have been a great challenge from
the very beginning. Although God told him he would make him like a “fortified city” and “a pillar of
iron” with “walls of bronze,” He also warned him that the people “will fight against you.” It would be
difficult for anyone to accept such a challenge with enthusiasm and hopeful prospects. The reader
might be reminded of Isaiah who, also, was told that his message would be heard but not
understood; the people would see but not perceive; their hearts would be “calloused,” their “ears
dull,” and their eyes “closed” (Isaiah 6:9-10). But God did not leave Jeremiah without hope at all. He
assured him that the people would not overcome him and, best of all, He said, “I am with you to
deliver you.”
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Success for Jeremiah was not to see Judah protected from captivity or delivered from the enemy. Nor
was it to have the nation respond to his message with repentance, a change of heart and mind, and a
return to God in faith and obedience. Success was to be faithful in preaching the message God gave
him, to persist in spite of opposition, and to trust God for the outcome. Thus, Jeremiah is a worthy
model for us to emulate.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

Paul’s ministry in Corinth is recorded in Acts 18 toward the end of his second missionary journey.
Corinth was a Roman colony, an influential city in its province. In spite of difficulties and opposition
in Corinth, Paul remained there “many days,” perhaps 18 months. In his first letter to the
Corinthians, a few years after his initial visit, the apostle deals with a number of problems,
disagreements, and even divisions in the church body. His purpose is to correct the errors and
encourage the people to spiritual growth and unity. Sanctification might well be considered the
theme, that is, the encouragement to follow Jesus in obedience and life transformation that would
set them apart as disciples of Christ.

Today’s reading is in the middle of a very detailed discussion of spiritual gifts, which begins in 12:1
and continues in chapters 14 & 15.Perhaps Paul understood that the subject in hand was so
controversial and divisive that he needed to introduce a topic of essential importance if there was to
be harmony among the believers. Chapter 13 is known far-and-wide as the great chapter on love,
and it must be clearly understood if it is to become the standard by which Christ-followers are to be
known. (See John 13:34-45).

Second Reading:

1 Corinthians 12:31 - 13:13 NAS95 31 But earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show you a still
more excellent way. 1 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have
become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries
and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am
nothing. 3 And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned,
but do not have love, it profits me nothing. 4 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does
not brag and is not arrogant, 5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked,
does not take into account a wrong suffered, 6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with
the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never
fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease;
if there is knowledge, it will be done away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part; 10 but
when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away. 11 When I was a child, I used to speak like a
child, think like a child, reason like a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things. 12
For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know
fully just as I also have been fully known. 13 But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; but the
greatest of these is love.
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Paul makes it clear in chapter 12 that spiritual gifts are supernaturally given to the church for the
benefit of the body, not for individual pleasure. As he writes in v. 31, believers “should earnestly
desire the greater gifts, and he proceeds to show a “more excellent way,” the way of love. To read
chapter 13 is to understand something about the essential element for unity in the body and fruitful
ministry. “Love conquers all,” as they say.

Verses 1-3 highlight the preeminence of love. No matter how effective we might be in getting our
message out, no matter how gifted we may be, no matter how great our faith in God is—without love,
our efforts will be fruitless, and our work will be for nothing. We should keep in mind that there are
several words for love in the language that Paul used. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, Paul chose to use
the word agapé, which is a word of action more than emotion. It means acting toward another
person in the best interest of that person. It is unselfish, other-directed, and self-sacrificing. Paul is
saying that love is preferred over eloquence, prophecy, mysteries, knowledge, faith—all of which he
himself demonstrated in abundance.

The words that describe love in verses 4-7 are indicative of the qualities that the Christian should
possess and demonstrate. Many are included in the list of the Spirit’s “fruit,” in Galatians 5:22-23.
We would do well to ask ourselves, “How many of these godly traits do I show to others in my daily
life?” Patience, kindness, generosity, humility, goodness, graciousness, confidence, assurance,
endurance: are they easily seen in our lives? One of the most convicting truths about love is that it
doesn’t keep track of wrongs. How difficult it is for many of us to lovingly overlook the wrongs done
against us.

The concluding verses of the chapter (8-13) emphasize the permanence of love. Everything else may
pass away from our lives and experience, but love will endure. Paul uses a very helpful metaphor to
explain how life should reflect our growing maturity. We used to “speak,” “think,” and “reason like a
child,” but when we grew up, we “did away with childish things.” He goes on to teach us that we
have not yet arrived, we see things now only “dimly,” but one day it will be “face to face,” and then
we’ll understand fully all that God has planned for us. The concluding sentence (v. 13) is well known,
but perhaps not fully appreciated. Faith and hope are essential, of course, and they will continue to
be important, but the greatest attribute of the Christian life is the continual demonstration of love.
Jesus said that we are to “’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself’” (Matthew 22:37-38).

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

Luke’s Gospel is the result of the careful study of Dr. Luke, a companion of the apostle Paul, who
wanted to present an accurate review of the life and ministry of Jesus. Luke focuses on Jesus as
Savior, a divine man. He stresses the humanity of Jesus Christ and his perfection as a human. He
makes it clear that the gospel is for both Jews and Gentles. He seeks to confirm what Christians
already believed was true and trustworthy. Today’s reading details the appearance of Jesus in a
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synagogue in Nazareth, his hometown. Apparently he attended there regularly. On this occasion he
stood up to read from the sacred scrolls. In this passage we read about the conflict between Jesus
and the crowd who earlier “were speaking well of him,” but changed in their attitude after His
reading.

Gospel Reading:

Luke 4:21-30 NAS95 21 And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in
your hearing.” 22 And all were speaking well of Him, and wondering at the gracious words which
were falling from His lips; and they were saying, “Is this not Joseph’s son?” 23 And He said to them,
“No doubt you will quote this proverb to Me, ‘Physician, heal yourself! Whatever we heard was done
at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well."” 24 And He said, “Truly I say to you, no prophet
is welcome in his hometown. 25 “But I say to you in truth, there were many widows in Israel in the
days of Elijah, when the sky was shut up for three years and six months, when a great famine came
over all the land; 26 and yet Elijah was sent to none of them, but only to Zarephath, in the land of
Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27 “And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha
the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” 28 And all the people in
the synagogue were filled with rage as they heard these things; 29 and they got up and drove Him
out of the city, and led Him to the brow of the hill on which their city had been built, in order to
throw Him down the cliff. 30 But passing through their midst, He went His way.

Jesus read a portion of chapter 61 of Isaiah’s prophecy, and indicated that it had “been fulfilled in
your hearing.” At that point everyone responded well to His comment and wondered what it all
meant. They identified Jesus with Joseph, Mary’s husband, and the presumed father of Jesus. Jesus
knows that the people had heard of the wonderful things he had done at Capernaum and knew that
the people wondered why he didn’t do such things here in Nazareth. Jesus answers with what has
become a common expression today, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own country.”

Jesus then relates two stories that were, no doubt, familiar to his audience. The prophet Elijah had
helped a poor widow who was suffering in the midst of a famine of three-and-a-half years. His
successor, Elisha, brought healing to the Syrian general, Naaman, a leper. The point of these
illustrations from history is that even the greatest of God’s prophets did not serve everyone; not
every leper was healed; not every widow was cared for. Likewise, although Jesus may have
performed miracles in other places, He did not do so everywhere and for everyone. The crowd
seemed incensed that He did not do these works in His hometown.

Why was the crowd so upset to the degree that they “drove Him out of the city”? They were so
enraged that they had intended to throw Him off a cliff. Only by God’s miraculous deliverance was
Jesus able to escape “passing through their midst.” There are several probable major reasons. First,
Jesus related two Old Testament stories of the prophets ministering to Gentiles during a time of
Israel’s unbelief and disobedience. Remember, that one of Luke’s purposes in writing his Gospel was
to reveal God’s great plan to include Gentiles in His redemptive plan. That was an irritant to the
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Jews.

Second, Jesus seemed to equate Himself with the revered Old Testament prophets. Furthermore, He
was making an unambiguous claim that He was the Messiah who fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy that He
had read. It was because of the total impact of these claims that we read, “They were filled with
rage” and sought to kill Him.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. Ask yourself, “Could I, like Jeremiah, remain faithful to teaching God’s Word in the midst of
strong opposition, endangering my life?” In what ways are you facing opposition to your Christian
beliefs and way of life? How has God empowered you to take a stand for Him?

2. T'worked for many years with several people who I found out many years later were Christians. I
was surprised that they had never approached me to discuss their beliefs, and their bashfulness
made me ponder their motives in not doing so. Yet even if they did not speak up I knew that there
was something different about them. In what ways is your life characterized by love so anyone who
knows you would recognize that you belong to Jesus?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.uscch.org/bible/readings/013116.cfm

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday, 1-24-2016

Page # 38 of 56 Link:
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/recent-posts-on-christians-for-christ/page/44/


http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/013116.cfm
http://www.biblegateway.com/
http://www.lockman.org/
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/weekly-study-notes-for-the-sunday-mass/01-24-2016/

Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 1-24-2016. This week we open with a reading from the
Book of Nehemiah in which we learn about rebuilding of the people of God through their learning
from the Word of God. Then we move to the second reading from Saint Paul in which we learn about
spiritual gifts distributed among members of the church. Finally, we close with a reading from Luke
in which we see Jesus quoting from the Prophet Isaiah in fulfillment of this Old Testament prophet’s
writings about Jesus.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from the Book of Nehemiah that concerns itself with the rebuilding of the temple
and the restoration of the people following their exile to Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar. During
their 70 year exile from the land there was a change of world powers from Babylon to Medo/Persia
under the reign of King Cyrus. The return to Jerusalem happened in three waves beginning with
Zerubbabel as chronicled in Ezra chapters 1 - 6. The second wave was led by Ezra as described in
Ezra 7 - 10. The third and final wave was led by Nehemiah as described in Nehemiah chapters 1 - 3.
Nehemiah was concerned primarily with the rapid rebuilding of the wall of the city that he
accomplished against the greatest of odds in just 52 days. We have to remember that in the ancient
near east the city wall formed an extremely important physical barrier in the city but also an import
cultural and psychological foundation. The city gate was where information was passed to the
people, judgments were held, and various goods moved in and out of the city. This city gates were
the choke points through which every important thing passed into the city, whether food,
information, or important (or not) people.

There are three topics to keep in mind while reading the chronicles of Nehemiah (and Ezra). First is
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the city of God, meaning Jerusalem. Second is the people of God, the Jews. Third is the Word of God.
Today’s reading is concerning that last topic, as the context of the reading is the restoration of the
Scriptures to the people after the restoration of wall of Jerusalem. At this early stage of the
restoration of the people to the city, the spiritual lives of the people were in shambles after an entire
generation had passed since their captivity in Babylon. As the next generation prepared to resume
their lives in the Promised Land, they found the homeland physically broken and spiritually void.
Nehemiah, the man of God, after successfully directing the people in the rebuilding the city walls,
gathered the people together to hear Ezra cast a vision for the spiritual rebuilding of the people
(Nehemiah 7:5). Ezra was a priest who returned with Zerubbabel (Nehemiah 12:1).

First Reading:

Nehemiah 8:1-10 NAS95 1 And all the people gathered as one man at the square which was in front
of the Water Gate, and they asked Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses which the
LORD had given to Israel. 2 Then Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly of men,
women and all who could listen with understanding, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 He read
from it before the square which was in front of the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in
the presence of men and women, those who could understand; and all the people were attentive to
the book of the law. 4 Ezra the scribe stood at a wooden podium which they had made for the
purpose. And beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right
hand; and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and Meshullam on his
left hand. 5 Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people for he was standing above all the
people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6 Then Ezra blessed the LORD the great
God. And all the people answered, “Amen, Amen!” while lifting up their hands; then they bowed low
and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin,
Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites,
explained the law to the people while the people remained in their place. 8 They read from the book,
from the law of God, translating to give the sense so that they understood the reading. 9 Then
Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the
people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all
the people were weeping when they heard the words of the law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go, eat of
the fat, drink of the sweet, and send portions to him who has nothing prepared; for this day is holy to
our Lord. Do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”

After the rebuilding of the wall around the city of God, Nehemiah gathered the people of God to
learn from the reading of the Word of God. During their seventy-year captivity, the reading of the
Word was scarce. As Ezra began the reading of the Word, the people instinctively responded in
unison by worshiping the LORD “with their faces to the ground” (v. 6). As the Levites (priests of
God) read the Word they also explained it to the people (v. 8). The people began weeping during the
preaching of the Word of God (v. 9) to which the leaders responded by declaring the day as a
celebration and one on which they were not to be grieved for “the joy of the LORD is [their]
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strength” (v. 10).

The people experienced conviction brought about by the Word of God as the priests and Levites
explained it to them. This was a very good sign that after their long stay in Babylon that the Word
still had this effect upon their hearts. The Book of Ecclesiastes tell us that there is time for
everything, “There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a time for every event under
heaven- A time to give birth and a time to die; A time to plant and a time to uproot what is planted”
and on it goes (Ecclesiastes 3:1-2). There was indeed a time for mourning as God convicted the
people of their sin, and it was a good sign that this indeed happened during the reading and
explanation of the Word. However, as the day progressed the leaders realized that the time for
mourning had ended and instead called the people to celebrate the victory that God had given them.

In the introduction, we mentioned how there were three themes in the Ezra / Nehemiah chronicles
including the City of God, the people of God, and the Word of God. As Christians, our identity isn’t
tied to the City of God (Jerusalem) as was (and is) the Jews. Instead, our identity as the people of
God is closely tied to our relationship with the incarnate Word of God, the Lord Jesus Christ. In
John’s Gospel Jesus told us that He went aware to “prepare a place for us” (John 14:3). The Book of
Revelation describes this place as the New Jerusalem, a heavenly city built by God that will one day
descend from heaven and be presented to the people of God. John said, “And I saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband”
(Revelation 21:2). This eternal city, with gates that will never be destroyed is what Jesus is preparing
for us now. At the closing of the age of the people of God will inherit the City of God prepared by the
Word of God.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The second reading is from Saint Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. Paul opened this chapter
with a clear explanation of his purpose by saying, “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not
want you to be unaware” (1 Corinthians 12:1). First Paul explained there the variety of spiritual gifts
that God distributed among the people, next he moved in today’s reading to explain their purpose.

Second Reading:

1 Corinthians 12:12-31 NAS95 12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all
the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit
we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all
made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body is not one member, but many. 15 If the foot says,
“Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason any the less a part of
the body. 16 And if the ear says, “Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body,” it is not for
this reason any the less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the
hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But now God has
placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. 19 If they were all one
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member, where would the body be? 20 But now there are many members, but one body. 21 And the
eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; or again the head to the feet, “I have no need of
you.” 22 On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker
are necessary; 23 and those members of the body which we deem less honorable, on these we
bestow more abundant honor, and our less presentable members become much more presentable,
24 whereas our more presentable members have no need of it. But God has so composed the body,
giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked, 25 so that there may be no division in the
body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member suffers,
all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 27 Now
you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the church, first
apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps,
administrations, various kinds of tongues. 29 All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are
they? All are not teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they? 30 All do not have
gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they? 31
But earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show you a still more excellent way.

The big idea in the reading is that God distributes spiritual gifts among the members of the church,
the body of Christ, in diverse ways in order to accomplish His purposes. Each of members of the
church are to use their diverse gifts for the building up of the church, the body of Christ. Christians
are not to boast about their particular gifts but rather are to cooperate with each other in the body
of Christ much in the way that the parts of the body work together. Since each person’s abilities are
gifts given by God, they are not to boast about the gift that was given to them as if it were somehow
superior to the gifting of another church member. For example, the gift of helps is in no way inferior
to someone having the gift of hospitality.

The second concept in the reading beginning in verse 28 is the organization of the church by God in
order to take maximum advantage of the “gift mix” in the church. God has ordained specific gifts
within the organization of the local church such a way as to make the church most effective. When
Paul describes the gift of tongues in the church this was most likely what we call a “sign gift”
operational in the early church in which certain people were given divine, prophetic utterance which
could only be understood by someone with the corresponding gift of interpretation. “Prophecy” in
the early church included both foretelling (telling the future) as well as forth telling (exclaiming
existing prophecy or Scripture), although the former seems to have gradually ceased in the ages
since the beginning of the church age. Some possibly had both the gift of tongues and of
interpretation. Additionally, we know that during Pentecost in Acts 2:6 we know that when God
poured out His Holy Spirit on the first group of church members they spoke in tongues that the
surrounding people heard in their own languages. Regardless of the nature of the gift being
described by Paul here in First Corinthians, the gift was one that enriched the churched and helped
it to accomplish God’s specific purposes in the particular era. It’s should not be surprising to us to
find giving modern believers different gift mixes in order to accomplish His purposes in our era.

A proper understanding of today’s reading is paramount to a proper functioning church today.
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Although God distributes spiritual gifts as He sees fit, each person is to utilize their gifts to the
maximum advantage of the church. They are not to boast about the superiority of their gift either
vocally or in their hearts as to think of themselves as superior. As Paul closed the reading in verse
31 he mentioned “And I show you a still more excellent way” just before he launches into his
teaching of the superiority of love over all of the gifts. He said, “If [ have the gift of prophecy, and
know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if [ have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not
have love, I am nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:2). If we maintain the bond of love at the center of having
hearts of service for the Lord, we will automatically use our spiritual gifts for the maximum
advantage of the church.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The Gospel reading is from the Book of Luke. It opens with a statement of Luke’s purpose and then
moves to chapter four in which we find Jesus teaching in the synagogue in His home village of
Nazareth north of Jerusalem not far from the Sea of Galilee.

When Isaiah wrote his Book, all of the events concerning Jesus were yet future. Yet in this section in
Saint Luke Jesus quoted from Isaiah and said that a portion of it was being fulfilled at that very
instant. However, Jesus stopped his quote exactly at that point at which the prophetic timetable
turned to events concerning His Second Coming.

The context of the reading today from Luke Chapter 4 is that Jesus is just beginning His ministry and
He had returned to His home town of Nazareth. This reading is just after Jesus’ baptism. Read the
text from Saint Luke and carefully note Jesus’ quotation from Isaiah that is marked in all CAPITAL
LETTERS.

Gospel Reading:

Luke 1:1-4 NAS95 1 In as much as many have undertaken to compile an account of the things
accomplished among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the beginning
were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, 3 it seemed fitting for me as well, having investigated
everything carefully from the beginning, to write it out for you in consecutive order, most excellent
Theophilus; 4 so that you may know the exact truth about the things you have been taught.

Luke 4:15-21 NAS95 15 And He began teaching in their synagogues and was praised by all. 16 And
He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His custom, He entered the
synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read. 17 And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed
to Him. And He opened the book and found the place where it was written, 18 “THE SPIRIT OF THE
LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE
HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE
BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, 19 TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR
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OF THE LORD.” 20 And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat down; and the
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And He began to say to them, “Today this
Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

In this section of Luke, Jesus quoted from Isaiah 61:1-2a but stopped short of the concluding portion
of Isaiah 61:2. Verse two, with the section highlighted that Jesus omitted from Isaiah, said “To
proclaim the favorable year of the LORD, And the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all
who mourn.” Jesus said in verse 21b of Luke 4, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing” (v.21b). It’s very significant that Jesus stopped where he did when he was quoting from
Isaiah because it is important to understand the distinction between the purpose of His First Coming
and of His second coming. We live in the “pause” between the First and Second Coming of Christ.
This era allows us time to choose to embrace the favor of the Lord (grace) through faith. The next
era, though, will usher in the day of “vengeance of our God.” Who can stand in the midst of Him
setting the record straight? None of us has a chance outside of God’s wonderful provision through
the death of His Son, Jesus at His first coming. Understanding this distinction will make it possible
to properly understand the prophetic writings of the Old Testament. It also helps to interpret the
future events in the Book of Revelation including the purpose of the Great Tribulation period that we
discussed in a previous issue.

What's the importance of the Gospel reading for your life as a believer in Jesus Christ? First, we can
trust the Old Testament prophecies concerning Jesus’ First Coming because we can read about the
facts of their fulfillment in the New Testament. Second, since we can trust the prophecies about
Jesus’ First Advent we can trust those about His Second Coming. Jesus’ Second coming is when the
believing world will realize the wonderful promises from God including restoration of the world to its
pre-fallen, sinless condition. The Prophet Isaiah said, “And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, And
the leopard will lie down with the kid, And the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; And a
little boy will lead them” (Isaiah 11:6). We have hope that Jesus’ Millennial Kingdom will be a world
of universal peace. This promise should motivate us to reach out to those in our community who
don’t know Jesus Christ personally.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. In the second reading, Paul provided a list of spiritual gifts distributed among the body of Christ.
Read the following two verses from the reading.

28 And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues. 29 All are not
apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? All are not teachers, are they? All are not workers
of miracles, are they? 30 All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do
they? All do not interpret, do they?

Do you find any of the unique abilities that God has given you listed among this list? In what ways do
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you serve the body of Christ with your gift? If your spiritual gift is not on the list, what is it? In what
ways do you serve the church (meaning all believers, not just the local church) through the use of
your gift?

2. In what ways do you feel yourself inclined to see your spiritual gifts as superior to the gifts of
another person? How does having a proper understanding of the reading from Corinthians help you
to reevaluate this belief?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.uscch.org/bible/readings/012416.cfm

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday, 1-17-2016
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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 1-17-2016. This week we open with an Old Testament
reading from the prophecy of Isaiah, speaking about the future restoration of Israel. Then we move
to Paul’s first letter to the Corinthian church. In this portion he writes about the variety of spiritual
gifts that God has given the people of the church. We conclude with a reading from the fourth
Gospel, John, and the story of Jesus’ first recorded miracle, turning water to wine. These passages
should give the Christian great confidence in the blessed provision that God has made for those who
trust and follow Him.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The prophet Isaiah lived and ministered for 40 years in the last half of the eighth century BC. In that
day Israel was rampant with sin, and she pretty much ignored God’s Word. Interspersed with the
prophet’s preaching against sin and declaring God’s holiness and justice is an emphasis on the
salvation God offers His people. In fact, the word salvation appears in Isaiah more than any other
book of the Bible except the Psalms. Thus, he writes and speaks of the love of God and the salvation
to come with Messiah. It is of special note, perhaps, that Isaiah’s name means “the salvation of
Jehovah.” As you read the assigned passage, note the expression “the mouth of the LORD” which
appears throughout the book but is unique to Isaiah.

First Reading:

Isaiah 62:1-5 NAS95 1 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, And for Jerusalem’s sake I will not keep
quiet, Until her righteousness goes forth like brightness, And her salvation like a torch that is
burning. 2 The nations will see your righteousness, And all kings your glory; And you will be called
by a new name Which the mouth of the LORD will designate. 3 You will also be a crown of beauty in
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the hand of the LORD, And a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 4 It will no longer be said to you,
“Forsaken,” Nor to your land will it any longer be said, “Desolate”; But you will be called, “My
delight is in her,” And your land, “Married”; For the LORD delights in you, And to Him your land will
be married. 5 For as a young man marries a virgin, So your sons will marry you; And as the
bridegroom rejoices over the bride, So your God will rejoice over you.

The subject of chapter 62 of Isaiah is the restoration of Israel. In spite of her sinfulness and
disobedience, God has a wonderful plan for His people, and Isaiah writes these words of
encouragement. Zion is another name for Israel’s capital, Jerusalem, the city of David. When she is
restored, her righteousness and salvation will be a bright light (“a torch that is burning”) so that all
the nations of the world will recognize her as God’s holy people. Israel will be seen as “a crown of
beauty” and “a royal diadem” in God’s hand.

Israel will have a new name; “Forsaken” and “Desolate” will be replaced by “My delight is in her”
and “Married.” It might put us in mind of the New Testament teaching regarding the Church as the
Bride of Christ. Later in the chapter (verse 12), Israel is described as “The Holy People,” “The
Redeemed of the LORD,” and “Sought Out.” God’s chosen people will have a universal reputation and
other nations will seek her out, recognizing her unique relationship with God.

Verse 5 uses poetic imagery to illustrate that the inhabitants of Jerusalem will delight in their
dwelling place. The picture, as one writer has said, “leaves an overwhelming impression of joy
delight, righteousness, beauty, safety, and peace.” Moreover, God is said to “rejoice over you,” like a
groom delights in his bride. God’s wonderful plan of redemption not only delivers His people from
sin and depravity but, more than that, restores them to a place of righteousness, exalting them
above all other nations, and making them a blessing to the nations.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians deals with a number of problems, disagreements, and even
divisions in the church body. Paul writes to answer questions, to correct misunderstandings, and to
give clear instructions. Chapters 12-14 deal with spiritual gifts, a topic of great importance, because
these gifts are given by God to His people for the express purpose of enabling them to do His work
in building up the church and evangelizing a lost world. Chapter 12’s emphasis is on the giving of
the gifts and what they are essentially. Paul begins the chapter by pointing out that no one is a true
Christian (one who says, “Jesus is Lord”) unless the Holy Spirit has done His miraculous work of
grace in bringing him to faith. Then the writer launches his significant teaching regarding spiritual
gifts.

Second Reading:

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 NAS95 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are
varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God who
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works all things in all persons. 7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good. 8 For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word
of knowledge according to the same Spirit; 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts
of healing by the one Spirit, 10 and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy,
and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the
interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each
one individually just as He wills.

First, note that while Paul acknowledges the variety of God’s endowments, he uses significantly
different terms to describe them: “gifts,” “ministries,” effects.” He also attributes the giving of these
endowments to the Trinity: “the same Spirit,” the same Lord,” and “the same God.” It is abundantly
clear that whatever the gifts are and however they are to be used, they are the gifts of an almighty,
all-knowing God who does all things right. We must understand how Paul, inspired by the Holy
Spirit, uses these terms.

“Gifts” given by the Spirit, v. 4, suggests abilities, equipping, endowments, an actual skill or
capability to do something. “Ministries” given by the Lord, v. 5, have to do with opportunities,
appointments, assignments, the particular tasks that the gifted one is to pursue. “Effects” given by
God, v. 6, represent the work, the results, or accomplishments. Several important conclusions should
be noted right away. First, spiritual gifts are not self-created; they are given by God. Second, the
place or task given the individual Christian is not of his own choosing; it is assigned in God’s
wisdom. Third, the results are because of God’s working through the gifted believer; He is the one
“who works all things in all persons.”

One of the most important factors to understand regarding gifts is that they are not given primarily
for the benefit of the gifted person. Paul makes it clear that they are given “for the common good,”
v. 8. The gifted Christian, then, has no basis for pride in his gift. It isn’t for his own gain (although he
undoubtedly does benefit when he obediently exercises his gift as God directs him); it is for the
spiritual growth of the body of Christ, the church.

Paul lists a number of spiritual gifts in this passage, but the list is neither restricted nor exhaustive.
There are other passages that mention gifts (e.g. Romans 12:6-8 and 1 Peter 4:10-11), and it is likely
that the sum of them all is only representative of the enabling, opportunities, and results that God
alone can give. It is important to remember that it is all of God, both to the distribution of the gifts
and their results. It is the “one and the same Spirit [who] works all these things.”

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

John’s Gospel is different from the other three, often called “the synoptic Gospels,” meaning that
they are written from a similar viewpoint. John’s is unique; for example, he doesn’t include anything
about the birth, baptism, temptation, transfiguration, or the ascension of Jesus. He includes only ten
miracles (while the others have 18-20) and one parable (the others have from 5-20). But there are
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many important issues that only John includes. His purpose is expressed in chapter 20, verse 31:
These have been written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing you may have life in His name.

Gospel Reading:

John 2:1-11 NAS95 1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of
Jesus was there; 2 and both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine
ran out, the mother of Jesus *said to Him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman,
what does that have to do with us? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants,
“Whatever He says to you, do it.” 6 Now there were six stone waterpots set there for the Jewish
custom of purification, containing twenty or thirty gallons each. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the
waterpots with water.” So they filled them up to the brim. 8 And He said to them, “Draw some out
now and take it to the headwaiter.” So they took it to him. 9 When the headwaiter tasted the water
which had become wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the
water knew), the headwaiter called the bridegroom, 10 and said to him, “Every man serves the good
wine first, and when the people have drunk freely, then he serves the poorer wine; but you have kept
the good wine until now.” 11 This beginning of His signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested
His glory, and His disciples believed in Him.

We don’t know who the bride and groom were at this wedding, but John tells us about some of the
noted guests: Jesus, His disciples, and most notably, “the mother of Jesus.” The story is familiar to
most Bible readers: they ran out of wine at the wedding reception. Mary reports the need to Jesus as
if to ask Him to do something about it. What was she really asking of Him? After all, she knew who
He really was and had pondered the events of His life (Luke 2:38, 51). She had seen His remarkable
demonstration in the Jerusalem Temple with the scholars (Luke 2:51). She no doubt longed to be
relieved of the stigma attached to His birth (cf. John 8:41). And she probably thought that this
occasion would be an ideal opportunity for Him to declare His origin and identity. Jesus’ answer
sounds rather harsh to us, but what he said to her probably was intended to inform her that what He
would do would not achieve what she had in mind. It wasn’t yet time for a full disclosure of His
purposes.

Nonetheless, Jesus did perform the first of His public miracles, and the headwaiter was amazed at
the better quality of this new wine compared to what had been served earlier. When Jesus exercises
His power, it always produces the very best results! Verse 11 indicates that this miracle clearly
demonstrated His glory and, as a result, His disciples “believed Him.” The wonders that Jesus
performed from this point on confirmed to His followers that He was more than a mere mortal. He
was God in the flesh, as John clearly taught in chapter 1. The writer makes a most significant
statement when he identifies this miracle as the “beginning of His signs.” John includes seven signs
in his Gospel, which are performed as verification of His identity as Messiah, the promised anointed
one.
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Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. List two ways in which you are anticipating with joyful expectation the fulfillment of God’s
promise to restore His people?

2. List two or three of the special gifts God has given you. In what ways are you using it to serve
God’s church?

3. Discuss your understanding of how Jesus is the living “Word of God.” How is a living person also
the “word”?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.uscch.org/bible/readings/011716.cfm

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday, 1-10-2016
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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 1-10-2016. This week we will again look at Isaiah and
a prophecy concerning Jesus. Then we will move onto a study of Jesus’ baptism and discuss Jesus’
nature as both God and Man along with his radical obedience to the Father’s plan for His life.
Because of the concepts covered in the readings we are going to change the order of the analysis
such that we cover the first reading, Gospel reading, and finally the second reading in that order.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from Isaiah 42, the alternate is from chapter 40 and won’t be covered today. This
is the first of what is known as Isaiah’s “Servant Songs.” This first song continues past the end of
today’s reading in verse 7 onward to verse 10. The Servant Songs prove in a powerful way that Jesus
of Nazareth is God’s Righteous Servant, the long awaited Messiah. The overall preceding context is
the preparation of Judah’s return from captivity at Babylon, something we know happened during
the times of Nehemiah. As you read, take careful note of the characteristic of the Servant.

First Reading:

Isaiah 42:1-7 NAS95 1 “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul
delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 “He will not cry
out or raise His voice, Nor make His voice heard in the street. 3 “A bruised reed He will not break
And a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish; He will faithfully bring forth justice. 4 “He will not
be disheartened or crushed Until He has established justice in the earth; And the coastlands will
wait expectantly for His law.” 5 Thus says God the LORD, Who created the heavens and stretched
them out, Who spread out the earth and its offspring, Who gives breath to the people on it And spirit
to those who walk in it, 6 “I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I will also hold you by
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the hand and watch over you, And I will appoint you as a covenant to the people, As a light to the
nations, 7 To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the dungeon And those who dwell in
darkness from the prison.

Isaiah said in verse six that God’s Servant would be a light to the nations, which means to the
Gentiles. Last week we discussed the revealing of this marvelous mystery, that the Messiah would
bring salvation not only to the Jews but also to the Gentiles. Here God reaffirms that message, and
stated that the Messiah would be appointed “as a covenant to the people, As a light to the nations
(Gentiles), To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the dungeon, And those who dwell in
darkness from the prison” (vv. 6e-7). God compared the spiritual darkness of the Gentiles with blind
people (7a), and with those in prison living in darkness (v. 7b-ff). Note that the only person in that
society that would have had the authority to free an entire people group from prison was the King.
Also, remember that in those days the prisons were gruesome dark places. Isaiah said that the
future Servant, whom we know as Jesus, would act with kingly authority to free the prisoners from
darkness. Saint Paul confirms this by saying, “For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and
transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son” (Col 1:13).

You may wonder what Isaiah meant in verse 3 when he said, “A bruised reed He will not break, And
a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish.” A lack of social justice was one of the primary themes
of Isaiah, with widows and orphans especially oppressed (Isaiah 1:17). The reed referred to the
weak people in the world, those wounded souls that truly need and seek the Messiah to save them.
The “dimly burning wick” was symbolic of something which would have to be nurtured to keep
going, a tiny flame which required kindling in order to make enough of a fire for a person to use. The
Messiah won't stamp out the flame, He will enliven it! In fact, Jesus quoted the Septuagint (the
Greek translation of the Old Testament) version of this text to prove that His coming was the
fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy. Jesus said, “A BATTERED REED HE WILL NOT BREAK OFF, AND A
SMOLDERING WICK HE WILL NOT PUT OUT, UNTIL HE LEADS JUSTICE TO VICTORY” (Matthew
12:20).

What does this Servant Song mean for us today? First we can be sure that Jesus fulfilled this
prophecy and came as the servant Messiah. The delight of the Father was on Him and the Spirit of
the Lord was in Him. This same Messiah, the Righteous One, is the One in whom we put our trust to
bring us salvation. He is worthy of our worship, our faith and our surrender. Second, as we
surrender, we can trust that He will not take advantage of our weakened condition. In fact, on the
contrary, He will nurture us and bring us to a place of fuller relationship with the Father. He will
enliven what little faith we have as we open our hearts up to Him to do His good work in us. Lastly,
the message of salvation is not just a theoretical freedom from the strangle-hold of sin, but an
experiential reality that Jesus wants us to grow up into. He has set us free from the tyranny of sin
and we no longer need to live in the dark prison that Satan had us in. Unfortunately, many of us do
not know of this freedom and continue to live in the dungeon of guilt, worry and fear. “If the Son
sets you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:36).
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Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

As we move onto the second reading and the Gospel message, I would like to share some
background of the key figures in Church history to provide you with a better understanding of the
occasion of Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist. One of my hobbies has been the study of Church
history and especially some of the main characters who played a role in shaping the doctrines held
by Christian believers in what would be future times for them. In some cases, these characters
postulated theological theories that, with adequate biblical support, became accepted by the early
Church. Yet others proposed heretical ideas that during the process of being opposed by the Church
led to the unexpected result of calcifying the true beliefs of the Church. In essence what happened
was that when theological incorrect ideas came along, the church was forced to examine their
presuppositions and beliefs more closely in order to state more clearly what they believed. For
example, Marcion of Sinope, who was the son of an early bishop and in the early Second Century,
proposed an early and incorrect canon of the Bible that ultimately led to the Church responding with
one which was accepted by the early Church leaders. Another in this latter category was Nestorius
Archbishop of Constantinople who, although later denied the teaching for which he was accused,
proposed that the human Jesus and the divine Christ were two different persons. He was condemned
at the Council of Ephesus in 431. This brings us to a fellow named Eutyches whose teachings are
important for us in understanding the Gospel message for today.

Eutyches was a presbyter at Constantinople and opposed Nestorius at the Council of Ephesus. He
founded the teaching known as Monophysitism which said that Jesus had only one nature, rather
than maintaining His divine nature and adding a human nature after his birth through Blessed Mary
(Luke 1:48). Eutyches said that Jesus’ human and divine natures were combined into the single
nature of Christ “without any alteration, absorption or confusion: that of the incarnate Word.” While
some may maintain that this is theological hair splitting similar to asking “How many angels can fit
on the head of a pin” it is extremely important that we understand the nature of Jesus. If Jesus
wasn'’t fully man then how could he have fulfilled the Law. He also wouldn’t have understood what it
was like to live in our fallen world. If Jesus wasn’t fully divine He couldn’t have atoned for the sin of
the entire world. Jesus said, “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not
come to abolish them, but to fulfill” (Mt 5:17). And the author of Hebrews said, “For we do not have
a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all
things as we are, yet without sin” (Heb 4:15). Somehow, Jesus was both fully man and fully God. The
response of the Church to Eutyches was to formulate doctrine along the lines that Jesus was a
unified whole being Who consisted fully of both human and divine nature without defining some
magical quotient of the degree of mixing of the two. Jesus was 100% human and 100% divine! To
say anything less would be a violation of the clear teaching of Scripture.

Jesus emptied Himself of the independent use of His divine attributes during His earthly ministry.
We see this in Paul’s Letter to the Philippians.

6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be
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grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of
men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross. (Philippians 2:6-8)

Let’s step back and summarize since we are juggling a lot of balls in the study today. We spoke
about Isaiah’s prophecy that Jesus would be God’s Righteous Servant, acting as light to Gentiles and
all people, and One whom would free the poor and oppressed people from spiritual darkness. In our
overview of some important historical figures of Church history, we discussed the controversy over
the nature of Jesus brought about by Eutyches, which led the Church to formulate theology about
Jesus’ nature consisting of both human and divine as a unified whole Being without a formula to the
degree of mixing between the two natures. As we move to the Gospel reading we will see that since
Jesus was 100% human (and 100% divine, how can that be?), as God’s Righteous Servant He would
have to submit Himself to the full measure of the Law. This meant living in submission to the plan of
salvation predicated by His Father, which included the program of John the Baptist as the
forerunner in the spirit of Elijah. As we will see, Jesus submitted to John’s baptism of repentance to
demonstrate his full compliance with the divine plan of the Father.

Gospel Reading:

Luke 3:15-22 NAS95 15 Now while the people were in a state of expectation and all were wondering
in their hearts about John, as to whether he was the Christ, 16 John answered and said to them all,
“As for me, I baptize you with water; but One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am not fit to
untie the thong of His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing
fork is in His hand to thoroughly clear His threshing floor, and to gather the wheat into His barn; but
He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18 So with many other exhortations he preached
the gospel to the people. 19 But when Herod the tetrarch was reprimanded by him because of
Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of all the wicked things which Herod had done, 20 Herod
also added this to them all: he locked John up in prison. 21 Now when all the people were baptized,
Jesus was also baptized, and while He was praying, heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit
descended upon Him in bodily form like a dove, and a voice came out of heaven, “You are My
beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.”

Jesus had to fulfill all righteousness, and part of this was to submit to John’s baptism of repentance.
The Jews of that era were used to repeated ceremonial washings. However, John’s baptism
represented a person’s one-time public confession of repentance, a willingness to turn from their sin
and to the plan of God for their lives. Even though Jesus was sinless in His essence as God, He had
to live a perfect, sinless life as a man, and this meant submitting to the Father’s will through the
ministry of John the Baptist. Otherwise, when King Herod came to kill all of the infants, as we saw
last week, Jesus’ death would have atoned for the sin of the world and that would have been the end
of His ministry. “But God” had other ideas, and Jesus submitted to the Father’s wishes. “For we do
not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted
in all things as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). We can celebrate that Jesus was willing to
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submit to the Father’s plan.

As we make the sign of the cross, we can remember Jesus’ baptism and how it demonstrated the
reality of the Holy Trinity. We saw during the baptism that the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus the
Son like a dove (v.16e), and the Father announced, ” This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-
pleased (v.17b). God said through Isaiah in the first reading, “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold;
My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him” (Isaiah 42:1). God is
delighted in His Righteous Servant, and He delights in us as servants of the Lord Jesus.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

This reading is from Acts 10, the alternate reading from Titus 2 won’t be covered. As we finish with
the second reading, take note of what we said earlier about Isaiah’s prophecy regarding freedom for
the Gentiles living in darkness, as well as how Jesus was obedient to God as a Servant, even
submitting to baptism by John the Baptist.

Second Reading:

Acts 10:34-38 NAS95 34 Opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that God
is not one to show partiality, 35 but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right is
welcome to Him. 36 “The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus
Christ (He is Lord of all) — 37 you yourselves know the thing which took place throughout all Judea,
starting from Galilee, after the baptism which John proclaimed. 38 “You know of Jesus of Nazareth,
how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.

Peter said that God’s offer of salvation through faith in Jesus was available to everyone, Jews and
Gentiles alike. He said that God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit and with power (38b). Read
verse one from the first reading in Isaiah again. “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen
one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the
nations” (Isaiah 42:1). Do you see how precisely the prophecy was fulfilled through Jesus? This is
the One in whom we trust.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. When Jesus went to John to be baptized he made a public statement about his willingness to
submit to the Father’s plan through whatever form it would take. Though the Scriptures didn’t seem
to foretell the event of Jesus’ baptism, there was plenty of prophecy regarding the obedient nature
that God’s Servant Messiah would take. Reflect upon the following verses from Isaiah regarding our
Suffering Servant the Lord Jesus.

1 Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2 For He
grew up before Him like a tender shoot, And like a root out of parched ground; He has no stately

Page # 55 of 56 Link:
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/recent-posts-on-christians-for-christ/page/44/



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

form or majesty That we should look upon Him, Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him.
3 He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; And like one
from whom men hide their face, He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 4 Surely our griefs
He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of
God, and dfflicted. 5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our
iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. 6
All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has
caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him. 7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not
open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its
shearers, So He did not open His mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment He was taken away; And as
for His generation, who considered That He was cut off out of the land of the living, For the
transgression of my people to whom the stroke was due? 9 His grave was assigned with wicked men,
Yet He was with a rich man in His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was there any
deceit in His mouth. 10 But the LORD was pleased To crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would
render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, And the good
pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand. 11 As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see
it and be satisfied; By His knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, As He
will bear their iniquities. (Isaiah 53:1-11)

How does understanding the radical obedience of Jesus empower you to answer the calling that God
has placed upon your life?

2. In what ways have you made a public profession of your faith? As the New Year dawns, what are
some ways in which you could accomplish this during the upcoming year?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/011016.cfm

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Page # 56 of 56 Link:
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/recent-posts-on-christians-for-christ/page/44/


http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/011016.cfm
http://www.biblegateway.com/
http://www.lockman.org/

