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o Katie’s Testimony
I can’t tell you exactly what it was, but something happened to me October 4, 2022, and it was

amazing. Scratch that, I do know what happened. It was the glorious grace of God. And the
best part? The joy I received on that day hasn’t gone away! I'm not sure if what I

experienced... Read more: Katie’s Testimony

e Eye Witness Encounter - by Aida Karabu
Eye Witness Encounter Intro Quotes “But rise and stand upon your feet, for I have appeared to

you for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant and witness to the things in which you have
seen me and to those in which I will appear to you, delivering you from your people and from...

Read more: Eye Witness Encounter - by Aida Karabu

e Jim Speaking at Decatur First Reformed Church
This is Jim Hill speaking at Decatur First Reformed Church on February 8, 2004. This is what I

looked like way back then- how things have changed! To play the audio file just click the
button below. The audio is 50 minutes long.

e Gary’s Testimony of Salvation
This is my awesome testimony or my coming to Christ by Gary h Kleiner. This is my story how
and why I came to Christ and how the Holy Spirit came to me. My early life is as follows, I was
brought up Jewish, never had a real sense of god,had learning problems as a... Read more:
Gary’s Testimony of Salvation

e Debi’s Testimony: Struggling with Anxiety
I'm a grateful believer in Jesus Christ who struggles with depression anxiety anger and the
death my 2 sisters and 2 children my name is Debi. I've found that what we call life is harder
than what most people have to deal with or even have to live with.I've lost two sisters from
drugs at... Read more: Debi’s Testimony: Struggling with Anxiety
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e Ayis’ Testimony
My Personal Testimony When I was a child, I dreamed that I would follow in the footsteps of
my father that went to two Olympic Games. My father was a Swiss champion in swimming, I
was hoping to shine in tennis or soccer and then my worst nightmare happened...I lost all of
my skills in... Read more: Ayis’ Testimony

e Ceci Bordayo Testimony
My Personal Testimony Have you ever been so honest that it scared you? When I began
writing my first song called “House of Secrets,” I scared myself. Even though my family and I
had agreed to share our story of transformation, it dawned on me, “are we revealing our dark
past to everyone? Are we exposing... Read more: Ceci Bordayo Testimony

» Josephia’s Testimony
My life changed significantly I have felt happier, I am. More honest with myself and more
calm. My soul/spirit just feels good it feels so different. I have faith in lord and myself and I
believe he has my back. I hardly feel sad and when I do feel sad I think of him. I... Read more:
Josephia’s Testimony

e Danny Masters Skipper Testimony
I always since I can remember, I do not know if I can clearly go far back as to a infant but I
had always the notion, idea that there is a good God that exist in my world or the Universe that
which [ exist in. I always had the keen sense to question... Read more: Danny Masters Skipper
Testimony

e Solange’s Testimony
Sickness in the life of a believer can be a true test of faith. The Bible says healing is the
Children’s bread but this can sound like a fairy tale when a believer is faced with a challenge
of constant sickness. Are you in such a state and you are wondering if God still hears... Read
more: Solange’s Testimony

e Phuong’s Testimony
A Devil Got Saved It was January 30, 2012, and there I was in the Orange County jail in Santa
Ana, California. It was around 9:00 p.m. This night was becoming the most fatiguing of my life.
After the inmates were locked inside their cells for the evening, I went straight to my bunk
to... Read more: Phuong’s Testimony

e Anna: Deliverance from Marijuana
Marijuana Opens the Gate to Demonic Realm. Jesus Saved Me Testimony As a believer in
Christ, I would like others to experience His the most amazing love. If God could forgive me
and save me, He can do it for anyone.

e Tajma’s Testimony
Who I Was I was Born in 1987, and ever sense I was born it was a fight for my life, you ever
heard the saying All of my life I had to fight, well for me it was literal. I was fighting to be
born, my mother was abusive relation with a man that... Read more: Tajma'’s Testimony

e Kylee’s Testimony
My name is Kylee and this is my testimony. I grew up in a Christian family. I always knew
there was a God and I knew I was supposed to follow Him. My family went to church every
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Sunday and Wednesday unless we just couldn’t make it. When I was about 9 I “gave... Read
more: Kylee’s Testimony

e Christopher’s Testimony
My testimony of what God can do Past time and Future timeLife of hard knock may I sayA
church goer, A god believer, A Bible readerA boy scout seeker, Summer camp doerCamping
time, Travel time, With my family time So many stories of my lifeDon’t know where to startA
rough childhood of mineSo many choices,... Read more: Christopher’s Testimony

e Jim’s Testimony: Oh But for the Trees
Forward I remember a day way back in the 1970s when our family was riding in the car on the
way to a weeklong summer vacation in Washington, D.C. On this lovely summer day, my
father was driving, and I was riding in the back seat of our Ford Galaxy wagon. We had a
long... Read more: Jim’s Testimony: Oh But for the Trees

e Jason’s Testimony
Throughout my life the Lord has pulled me out of more situations than most could imagine.
The problem was at the time I was too blind to recognize it was Him. I have literally walked
away from car wrecks that rarely anybody would have survived period. I looked down on drug
addicts because I tried... Read more: Jason’s Testimony

e Mike’s Testimony
As a teenager I was a typical small town boy who played football, got low average grades and
drank and smoked with my buddies. At the age of 18 as a senior in high school I became
interested in a Catholic girl who moved here from another state. As much as I liked her, I...
Read more: Mike’s Testimony

e Yordan's Testimony
Hello dear brothers and sisters, in Christ my name is Yordan and here is my testimony of how
Christ saved me. [ was sitting in my room and deeply involved in drugs and smoking
marijuana. And then the devil entered my body and was moving me to jump out of my window
on the 7th... Read more: Yordan’s Testimony

e Kim'’s Life: From Drugs and Alcohol to Faith in Jesus Christ
I was lost to life in the fast lane from a very early age. I came out of a a broken, lonely
childhood and immediately got caught up in alcoholism, promiscuity, gambling, lying, stealing,
etc. my life was a shambles almost from the start. When I was 33 I finally hit rock bottom,
having shamed... Read more: Kim'’s Life: From Drugs and Alcohol to Faith in Jesus Christ

e Paedru’s Testimony
If anyone hears my tiny voice amongst the massive Information Blob in the internet . You have
come to the right place to hear about God’s great saving power. Where my seeking heart
poured out my voice and reached the heavens and the heavenly father has responded. Yes,,I
see Life differently now.. LIFE is now... Read more: Paedru’s Testimony

e Dewey’s Testimony
My Testimony *Note: The text and numbers that are included in parenthesis are references to
verses in The Bible. They are included for support and encouragement to all who read this
testimony. This is my personal testimony regarding how Jesus Christ has changed my life:
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e Hanah'’s Testimony
When I was in my 4th year high school, I used to be very spoiled and lazy. I never really cared

about my grades since my only aim was just to pass. Every day when I got home from school,
my first destination would be my computer. I would spend my whole night lazing around...

Read more: Hanah'’s Testimony

e Tyler’s Testimony: Discovering the all Powerful God
It looks like I have it easy. I have a good family, have plenty of money, I go to church every

week, [ have good friends. But they don’t know what is really going on inside me. My life took
a wrong turn A long time ago when I first decided to look up something... Read more: Tyler’s

Testimony: Discovering the all Powerful God

e Kenneth'’s Testimony
I used to be a person of the world, wallowing in the pleasures and desires of the flesh and

laziness. I would sleep with my girlfriend, masturbated just to pass time, watched
pornography, engaged in sexual talks with others, flirted with other women, lusted after many
others, bought sex toys, over ate, and cursed like... Read more: Kenneth’s Testimony

e Janine’s Testimony: Salvation, Falling Away, and Recovery
I got saved at the age of 12. Not by a prayer that I had to say. I got saved while I was reading a
Christian book my grandma told me to read. Before the person reads the book the author
prays over the person in the book and asks God to let those that... Read more: Janine’s

Testimony: Salvation, Falling Away, and Recovery

e Terri’'s Testimony: Finding Truth Outside of Roman Catholicism
I was raised Catholic, parochial school, (5 brothers- 1 sister), had a good education, taught by

nuns as you may have heard, quite strict, but learned a lot. Priest came in once a week to
teach Catechism, but never did I hear about salvation all those yrs. Then I knew about Jesus,
but didn’t know... Read more: Terri’s Testimony: Finding Truth Outside of Roman Catholicism

e Testimony of Steve Homola formerly of Decatur Michigan from Prison
I was married at the age of 15, divorced at the age of 18, with two beautiful daughters. I was a
self-employed carpenter since the age of 15 and owned my own renovation business. Both my
daughters lived with me at my mom’s since the age of 11, and I would say we had a... Read
more: Testimony of Steve Homola formerly of Decatur Michigan from Prison

e Arynn: The Diary of a Young Christian
I gave my life to Christ at the age of 7, and at that moment I would never fathom the paths life
would lead me down, and how that would affect my life with Christ. At that time I was
shrouded in an innocence that comes with being 7.

e Liz's Testimony: Difficult Childhood and Thoughts of Suicide turned to Jesus Christ
I once heard someone say when someone is anointed, chosen to do good things the attacks for
that person start early. I believe that’s where my testimony begins. Starting from a young age
the devil tried to break me, to destroy my hope in the people around me or take away my

dreams of bringing... Read more: Liz’s Testimony: Difficult Childhood and Thoughts of Suicide

turned to Jesus Christ
e My Walk of Faith and Lou Gehrig Disease (ALS) by Ron Christy
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Many who read this testimony account, or perhaps by God’s supernatural grace will listen to
me give a verbal testimony, will know that it comes from my heart and spirit. I was
encouraged to write down personal spiritual thoughts by my beloved friend and prayer
partner, Gary Austin. My desire is that the Lord and... Read more: My Walk of Faith and Lou
Gehrig Disease (ALS) by Ron Christy

e John's Testimony - From Roman Catholic to the Truth
For the first twenty seven years of my life I lived ina perpetual state of rebellion, emnity, and
warfare against God. My taskmaster sin dictated my standards, ethics, morals and goals.
Enslaved to the lusts of hardened heart my life was cloaked in darkness and evil. Lost and
ignorant, I loved my nation more than... Read more: John’s Testimony - From Roman Catholic
to the Truth

e Deborah’s Testimony
This is my testimony of the true Lord Jesus Christ in a shorter version in hopes that when
reading many will not be overwhelm with so information at once. As a Christian believer, I was
actively involved in many well known Christian churches from 1990-2007 believing was saved
and serving God. During that time experience... Read more: Deborah’s Testimony

e Angel’s Testimony
THIS IS MY TRUE STORY I gave my life to JESUS at the tender age of 14 years of age, and
about two weeks later this is what happened to me. On one morning in late 1986, I was getting
up and I was on my way to use the restroom and saw that everybody... Read more: Angel’s
Testimony

e Pierre’s Testimony
Pierre’s Testimony (July 2012) Born & raised in Compton, California (in August, 1989), life
didn’t begin so easy for me. I was surrounded by gangs, drugs, fornication & violence my
entire life - not knowing the relevancy of my being, I dabbled in all of it.

e Kathie’s Testimony
Kathie’s Testimony By Kathie Smith Hello. My name is Kathie and I would like to share with
you a story of true friendship. Funny thing is that until I had this friendship, I never knew the
magnitude of what I had been missing before. This friendship relationship is so significant that
it will last forever,... Read more: Kathie’s Testimony

e Kettle Point
Since I came to faith in Jesus Christ [ have had several milestone events happen in my life. One
of those was a trip that I took in the summer of 2000. It was just after church on a breezy
Sunday afternoon when I decided to travel to a place in Canada to do some... Read more:
Kettle Point

e The Hospital
I remember the night quite well that I first really felt a real love for my twin brother. The
night in 1984 began like any other. We were attending college at Western Michigan
University and together we had rented an apartment behind the K-Mart. [ don’t remember
exactly what time he left, but at some... Read more: The Hospital
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Send Us Your Own Testimony for Publication Here:

Send us your testimony

Bible Study Articles

e What Does the Bible Teach About Baptism?
e What is Salvation?

e Do Catholics and Everyvone Need to Be Born Again and How Does it Happen?

e Book of Revelation Downloadable Bible Study
e A Quick Look at Justification
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Sunday Mass Study Notes for Sunday,
4-10-2016

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 4-10-2016. This week we will examine the readings
first looking at how the apostles were energized through God’s power in the Book of Acts. We will
see in the Gospel reading how Jesus restored Peter’s position after his denial of Him during his trial.
We will also examine a reading from the Book of Revelation and give some good context to help
frame the reading.

Introduction to the First Reading:
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The first reading is from the Book of Acts. The context is just after the story of Ananias and Sapphira
both of whom attempted to lie to the Holy Spirit of God and were struck dead. God used this event to
reveal the necessity of purity in the early, vibrant and growing church during a time when “many
signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands of the apostles” (Acts 5:12).
These events revealed how the church was both pure and powerful, like God. Just before today’s
reading the apostles were gathered in an area of the Jerusalem temple called Solomon’s Portico (v.
12). All of the commotion going on eventually brought the attention of the high priest, who arrested
the apostles and put them into prison (vv. 17 - 18). Next, “during the night an angel of the Lord
opened the prison doors and brought them out” (v. 19). At daybreak the apostles reentered the
temple portico and began teaching again (v. 21). Then the high priest convened “the counsel and all
the senate of Israel” (v. 21b) meaning the Sanhedrin. At this point, the officers found the apostles
missing from the prison while its doors remained secured (vv. 21c - 24). During this same time the
apostles remained teaching in the temple (v. 25). Next, the officers brought the apostles voluntarily
to appear before the council (vv. 26 - 27) where today’s reading begins.

First Reading:
Note: Verses 33 - 39 which were omitted from the reading were included below.

Acts 5:27-41 NAS95 27 When they had brought them, they stood them before the Council. The high
priest questioned them, 28 saying, “We gave you strict orders not to continue teaching in this name,
and yet, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.”
29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 30 “The God of our
fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by hanging Him on a cross. 31 “He is the one
whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and
forgiveness of sins. 32 “And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God
has given to those who obey Him.” 33 But when they heard this, they were cut to the quick and
intended to kill them. 34 But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the Law, respected by all the
people, stood up in the Council and gave orders to put the men outside for a short time. 35 And he
said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you propose to do with these men. 36 “For some time
ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a group of about four hundred men joined up
with him. But he was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37 “After
this man, Judas of Galilee rose up in the days of the census and drew away some people after him; he
too perished, and all those who followed him were scattered. 38 “So in the present case, I say to you,
stay away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or action is of men, it will be
overthrown; 39 but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them; or else you may even be
found fighting against God.” 40 They took his advice; and after calling the apostles in, they flogged
them and ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and then released them. 41 So they went
on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to
suffer shame for His name.
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An import point that comes out in the reading is about Peter, who during Christ’s arrest denied Him
three times, was willing to die rather than to forsake his Lord again. This is indicative of the power
of the Holy Spirit working to energize him in his role in leading the emerging church. Later in the
Gospel reading, we will see how Jesus forgave and restored Peter to his position. Peter was
energized by the power given to him by God. After the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts
2), the apostles ministered boldly and powerfully to all who would listen. Their ministry emphasized
“teaching,” notice that this word appears twice in verse 28. This gives evidence to the importance of
the teaching going on in the church, exactly what the Jews had earlier warned them not to do. The
apostles were confronted by Rabbi Gamaliel, “a teacher of the law” (v. 34a), who was none other
than the Rabbi who taught Saint Paul (Acts 22:3). This teacher possessed great wisdom, to such
extent that the council accepted his profound advice (v. 40). Perhaps Gamaliel recognized the
miracle that occurred when the apostles were delivered from with the locked prison. Whatever
happened, after the Council accepted the Rabbi’s advice even though the apostles were not charged
with a crime they were still flogged in clear violation of the Jews own law. This was done because
they had disobeyed the previous order from the high priest not to teach (v. 28).

What are some ways that we can apply this reading to our lives? We cannot and should not expect
miracles in the same way that they happened in the early church. We should not expect to be
delivered from conflicts arising either with civil or religious authorities. We can however expect to
experience miracles in other ways. We can expect to see God working in miraculous ways in our
lives and in the lives of those to whom we are ministering around us. We can expect miraculous
answers to our prayers in ways that we may not expect. We can expect miraculous delays in God
answering our prayers. How among us hasn’t proclaimed, I am glad that God didn’t answer that
prayer right away or in the way I expected? Second, Just because a religious group grows and
succeed doesn’t mean that it is a movement of God. Gamaliel mentioned the cults of Theudas and
Judas of Galilee from his time. There are many examples in our era including the Mormons, Jehovah
Witnesses, and Islam. Any movement of God will survive at least to the extent this His purposes are
accomplish through the particular movement. God’s purpose through the church will not be
thwarted, and He will continue building movements of His Spirit until the Lord Jesus returns. Third,
we are called to obey God rather than humans. We can expect to experience cases in our life when
we will need to follow the commandments of God and not the commandments of man. This may
mean that we will bump up against the civil authorities when they establish laws that are clearly
against both biblical absolutes and biblical principles. Finally, we must remember the urgent call of
evangelism as elicited in these passages and in the closing words of our Lord to His apostles in the
Great Commission. Our primary ministry should be to, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Mt
28:19-20, emphasis added).

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The second reading is from the Book of Revelation. The context is after the message given in
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chapters 2 and 3 to the literal seven churches of Asia Minor in existence at that time. In these
messages, we find many similarities to the various churches that exist in our era. The conclusion of
the messages to the churches marks the beginning of the revelation to John regarding the things
which “what must take place after these things” Revelation 4e), meaning after the conclusion of the
church age. John receives these messages “in the spirit” while appearing before the throne of God in
heaven (Revelation 4:2). These messages continue until the end of the Book. Chapter 5 opens with
the gradual unsealing of a divine “scroll,” something that we can regard as being the title deed of all
the earth. This title deed is gradually unfurled, and as this is done a series of judgements are
revealed including seals judgements, trumpet judgements, and bowl judgements. The scroll marked
with the seven seals can be thought of as the overall container for all of the judgements. The
“unfurling” of the scroll by the sequential breaking of the seals reveal the seal judgments that
thereafter release the trumpet and finally the bowl judgements. This symbolic expression is a handy
metaphor that God used to display the pouring out of the judgements upon the world in a way that
early and especially Jewish Christians immersed in the Roman society would understand. People in
this society would understand how an important document like a deed would be sealed by a person
in authority concerning that document and how each seal would have to be broken in order for the
full content of the document to be revealed. In the case the title deed scroll is marked on both sides
(Revelation 5:1) which indicates perhaps that not all of the content is secret except for the material
contained behind the portion obscured by the rolled up area held in place by the seals. John was sad
that nobody was worthy to open the seals on the scroll, but the “elder” revealed to him that the Lord
Jesus alone was worthy, “the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David” (v. 5). Next four
spiritual creatures, seemingly types of angels, along with 24 elders (likely 12 from Israel and 12
representing the church) exclaimed a victory song about Jesus and the priestly power of His
believers. “And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are You to take the book and to break its
seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue
and people and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will
reign upon the earth” (Revelation 5:9 - 10). This leads us to verse 11 with which we open today’s
reading.

Second Reading:

Revelation 5:11-14 NAS95 11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne
and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and
thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive
power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing.” 13 And every created
thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them,
I heard saying, “To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory
and dominion forever and ever.” 14 And the four living creatures kept saying, “Amen.” And the
elders fell down and worshiped.

The big idea in the reading is that the Lord Jesus, the “Lamb that was slain” (v. 11) is worthy of
worship, whether it comes from angelic beings (four living creatures), or people, or every created
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thing (v. 13). The Scripture is clear that “EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND EVERY TONGUE
SHALL GIVE PRAISE TO GOD” (Romans 14:11, Isaiah 45:23). In the reading the text uses the term
“myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands” (v. 11) was meant to portray the largest number
that could possibly be expressed in the Greek language. The fact that God has so many creatures
worshiping Him should remind us of the fact that He is worthy of our worship! The reading said
about Jesus that He is worthy “to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and
glory and blessing” (v. 12). As a divine human, Jesus is worthy of our worship, and not just ours but
all of creation. We need to keep Jesus’ rightful position as the only One worthy to open the seals in
the forefront of our minds as we remember our own weaknesses as well as those of the servants of
the Lord throughout the Bible. Jesus came the first time as a sacrificial Lamb, which is the good
news of the Gospel. However, when He returns He will be the bearer of bad news for those that
don’t believe. Jesus is the only One that can unveil the judgments of the seals, trumpets and bowls.
Saint Paul said, “I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge
the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom” (2 Timothy 4:1).

John’s vision of the exalted Lord Jesus leads us to the Gospel reading in which we will see Jesus
while He was still on earth just after His resurrection.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The Gospel reading is from John. After Jesus’ resurrection, Thomas had missed the first meeting of
the apostles when they gathered in a locked room only to be surprised by Jesus’ entrance. However,
eight days later Jesus appeared again, at which time Thomas saw and believed. Jesus told Thomas,
“Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed”
(John 21:29). Today’s reading opens with another appearance of the Lord to the apostles this time
along the Sea of Galilee.

Gospel Reading:

John 21:1-19 NAS95 1 After these things Jesus manifested Himself again to the disciples at the Sea
of Tiberias, and He manifested Himself in this way. 2 Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were
together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will also come with
you.” They went out and got into the boat; and that night they caught nothing. 4 But when the day
was now breaking, Jesus stood on the beach; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 So
Jesus said to them, “Children, you do not have any fish, do you?” They answered Him, “No.” 6 And
He said to them, “Cast the net on the right-hand side of the boat and you will find a catch.” So they
cast, and then they were not able to haul it in because of the great number of fish. 7 Therefore that
disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord.” So when Simon Peter heard that it was the
Lord, he put his outer garment on (for he was stripped for work), and threw himself into the sea. 8
But the other disciples came in the little boat, for they were not far from the land, but about one
hundred yards away, dragging the net full of fish. 9 So when they got out on the land, they saw a
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charcoal fire already laid and fish placed on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the
fish which you have now caught.” 11 Simon Peter went up and drew the net to land, full of large fish,
a hundred and fifty-three; and although there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to
them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples ventured to question Him, “Who are You?”
knowing that it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and the fish
likewise. 14 This is now the third time that Jesus was manifested to the disciples, after He was raised
from the dead. 15 So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of
John, do you love Me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He
said to him, “Tend My lambs.” 16 He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you
love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Shepherd My
sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved
because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all
things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said to him, “Tend My sheep. 18 “Truly, truly, I say to you,
when you were younger, you used to gird yourself and walk wherever you wished; but when you
grow old, you will stretch out your hands and someone else will gird you, and bring you where you
do not wish to go.” 19 Now this He said, signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God. And
when He had spoken this, He said to him, “Follow Me!”

There are two main reasons why John includes this story in the Gospel. The smaller story is about
Peter’s three statements, the larger one is about John’s description of who Jesus is after His
resurrection from the dead. Let’s unpack the smaller story about Peter first.

As you may recall, one of Peter’s last encounters with Jesus before His dead was when he denied
Jesus three times. Jesus had warned Peter that this was going to happen (Luke 22:34) but in spite of
this Peter still failed to stand up for his friend. You can imagine that Peter felt pretty awful letting
Jesus down during His time of need (Luke 22:62). Although Peter had an encounter with Jesus in the
upper room in Jerusalem, the issue of his betrayal had not specifically been addressed which is why
today’s story is so important. In the reading, we see how Jesus asked Peter three times, “if he loved
him.” This corresponded to the three times in which Peter denied the Lord Jesus on the night of His
betrayal by Judas Iscariot. In Jesus’ kindness, He gave Peter the opportunity to publically express his
loyalty to Him thereby reinstating their relationship. Interestingly, Peter and some of the other
disciples had returned to their fishing career, which was then interrupted by Jesus’ appearance
along the shore with the purpose of appointing them to career ministry. Similarly, when Jesus first
encountered Peter, He called them out of the fishing industry into becoming a fisher of men. Jesus
was now reinforcing Peter’s primary calling. Peter was now being called to “shepherd” (or lead) the
early church. Jesus used this occasion to publically reinstate Peter back into right relationship with
Him and to reestablish his leadership in ministry.

The larger reason why this Gospel story is important for the early church is that John wanted
believers to know that Jesus manifested Himself as a real person multiple times after His
resurrection. He did so in ways that showed both His humanity and His divinity. We see Jesus’
humanity in that He was a real person that they could see (not a ghost), and He ate food with the
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disciples. Even after Jesus’ resurrection, we see Jesus still serving His disciples by preparing them
breakfast beside the Sea of Galilee. We see His divinity is the way in which He directed the disciples
to cast their net on the other side of the boat and obtain a miraculous catch. On top of that, another
miracle was that the net didn’t break even with such a large number of fish (v. 11). We see a sign of
Peter’s reverence for Jesus in that he dressed himself before he jumped into the water to be with the
Lord. Another expression of Jesus’ divinity was His prophecy of how Peter would eventually die a
martyr’s death (v. 18). You can imagine that this gave Peter some comfort and boldness in later
years because he knew that Jesus had placed this mark upon his life. We saw this very clearly in the
first reading in which he appeared before the council (Acts 5:27). Peter could have thought in later
years something like, if I am going to die a martyrs death why be timid in my ministry? Additionally,
since Peter knew that Jesus had predicted his martyrdom there is a certain amount of comfort that
comes from “knowing that Jesus knows.” We see in this a very intentional sense of God’s sovereignty
over Peter’s eventual death. We too can find comfort in difficult circumstances through knowing that
God is sovereign over everything that comes along.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. Jesus offers this same reinstatement to everyone who has denied the Lord. His death was the
payment for the penalty that we all deserve to pay for the times in our lives in which we have denied
God’s ownership over our lives. What do you see in Jesus’ treatment of Peter that you can apply in
your own relationship with Him? List a few ways in which you tend to be like Peter and how you can
receive Jesus’ forgiveness as well.

2. Of what importance does the humanity and divinity of Jesus hold for believers today? Consider
this in light of the following verses.

Heb 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One
who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.

Romans 8:32-34 NAS95 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how
will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 33 Who will bring a charge against God’s elect?
God is the one who justifies; 34 who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes,
rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.uscch.org/bible/readings/041016.cfm

Source(s):
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Mass Study Notes for Sunday, 4-3-2016

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 4-3-2016. This week we open with a reading from the
earliest history about the church, the Book of the Acts of the Apostles, relating their ministry in the
very first weeks of the newly created Church after Pentecost and the Holy Spirit’s descent upon
those earliest believers. The second reading is from the very latest book of the New Testament, the
Revelation of Jesus as given to the last of the apostles, John. John records the vision he received of
the Lord Jesus, which serves both as a warning to the Church of Jesus Christ and as an introduction
to the revelation of the final events in earthly history and into eternity. The Gospel reading,
interestingly enough, is from the same author who recorded the Revelation. The chapter in this
week’s assignment includes the miraculous appearance of Jesus and significant teaching about faith
and believing in Him.
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Introduction to the First Reading:

By chapter 5, the early Christians (and the number had grown to the thousands, Acts 2:41, 47) were
demonstrating the love that Jesus said would be the mark of His disciples (John 13:34). They met
together for worship, and they gave generously to the needs of others in the Christian family.
Today’s portion tells of the miraculous power of the Holy Spirit working through His chosen people.

First Reading:

Acts 5:12-16 NAS95 12 At the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were taking place
among the people; and they were all with one accord in Solomon’s portico. 13 But none of the rest
dared to associate with them; however, the people held them in high esteem. 14 And all the more
believers in the Lord, multitudes of men and women, were constantly added to their number, 15 to
such an extent that they even carried the sick out into the streets and laid them on cots and pallets,
so that when Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on any one of them. 16 Also the people
from the cities in the vicinity of Jerusalem were coming together, bringing people who were sick or
afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all being healed.

“Signs and wonders” were miraculous events that not only brought healing to many but, more
importantly, served to authenticate the authority of the apostles, those who were sent by God to do
His work and to lay a foundation for the establishing of His church on earth, the body of called-out
believers (that’s what the New Testament word for church means). The early Christians “were all
with one accord” meeting near the Temple. Jesus had prayed (John 17) that His followers would be
united, would be as one as He and the Father are. Nothing has hurt the image of the church so much
as its disunity over the centuries of its history and even today.

Verse 13 is perplexing. Perhaps it suggests that non-believers did not associate with believers,
though they highly respected them. Maybe they knew about the couple, earlier in chapter 5, who
tried to deceive the apostles, claiming to give the gains from the sale of their property to the needy
while keeping a part for themselves. They were stricken to death immediately, and the church
learned the seriousness of deceitfulness and lying. That could explain why non-believers stayed
away.

The remaining verses testify to the miraculous healing power of the apostles. Throughout the Book
of Acts, these men of God gave testimony time and again that the power was not theirs but was the
work of the Jesus whom the religious leaders had rejected. Succeeding chapters will reveal the great
price true believers often had to pay to remain true to their faith. Yet, they counted it as nothing
compared to what they had in Jesus and would ultimately enjoy with Him (2 Corinthians 4:17).

Introduction to the Second Reading:

John is the last of the apostles who had traveled with Jesus, witnessed His crucifixion, and
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fellowshipped with Him after His resurrection. In exile, John received a vision of the Lord Himself.
What he writes is so important that Jesus told him, “Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of
this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it.” That in itself is
enough reason to study this book, for it reveals the concluding events in God’s ultimate plan of
redemption. The details of John’s vision are complex and confusing, and a thorough knowledge of the
rest of God’s revelation (the Bible) is helpful in understanding the unfolding of the plan. John
addresses his writing to “the seven churches that are in Asia.” Those geographical sites in Asia
Minor were in what is now Turkey, real places in real time.

Second Reading:
Note: Verses 15 - 16 which were omitted from the reading are included below.

Revelation 1:9-19 NAS95 9 I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom
and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God
and the testimony of Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud
voice like the sound of a trumpet, 11 saying, “Write in a book what you see, and send it to the seven
churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to
Philadelphia and to Laodicea.” 12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And
having turned I saw seven golden lampstands; 13 and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like
a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden sash.
14 His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of
fire. 15 His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His
voice was like the sound of many waters. 16 In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His
mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength. 17 When
I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And He placed His right hand on me, saying, “Do not be
afraid; I am the first and the last, 18 and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive
forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades. 19 “Therefore write the things which you
have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after these things.

John is in exile “because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus,” verse 1. The other apostles
have all been killed, but John remains to hear this final revelation of Jesus. He hears a voice that
instructs him to write in a book what he is about to see and hear and send it all to seven existing
churches where the Gospel has been preached and received. What he sees in his vision is
overwhelming. First he sees someone “like a son of man” in the middle of seven lampstands. The
description of the man clearly pictures the Lord Jesus, perhaps in a glorified, majestic state. “Son of
man,” by the way, is the title that Jesus most often used to refer to himself. Each of the descriptives
about this man is of interest and no doubt reflects something of His divine nature and activity. Of
special interest is the reference to “a sharp two-edged sword” out of His mouth. It reminds us of the
statement in Hebrews 4:12, “The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword
... discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” The reference is not just to the written
Word of God, the Bible, but any and every word from God.
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John’s reaction was similar to Isaiah’s in Isaiah 6 when he saw the Lord “high and lifted up” and Job
when he finally encountered God in person (chs. 40 & 41). God’s presence causes one to fall upon
his face in an abject sense of his own unworthiness and in recognition of the worthiness of God.

The response of the “Man” to John in verse 19 is insightful. It likely provides a key to the
understanding of the relation he is about to record. He is to write about three topics: 1) what he
“has seen,” no doubt the revelation of the Son of God; 2) “the things which are,” referring to the
character and action of the seven churches to which he is to send the letters (chapters 2 & 3), and 3)
“the things which will take place after these things.” Chapter 4 begins, then, the revelation of what
is yet to come in God’s completed plan.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

Chapter 20 of John’s Gospel is a highlight. It begins with the discovery of the empty tomb,
confirming the miraculous resurrection of the Lord Jesus! It includes several appearances of Jesus to
His disciples and some significant statements to be considered. And John concludes the chapter,
telling us that there were many other signs that Jesus performed. He has chosen only certain ones to
relate that are given to bring his readers to faith.

Gospel Reading:

John 20:19-31 NAS95 19 So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the
doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 And when He had said this, He showed them both His
hands and His side. The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 So Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 22 And when He had said
this, He breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 “If you forgive the sins of
any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they have been retained.” 24
But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other
disciples were saying to him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see in His
hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into His
side, I will not believe.” 26 After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them.
Jesus came, the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” 27
Then He said to Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand
and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 28 Thomas answered and said to
Him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed?
Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.” 30 Therefore many other signs Jesus also
performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these have
been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you
may have life in His name.

The first event in today’s reading must have been a shock to the disciples who were meeting
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privately, probably in secret, in a closed room. It’s the same day of the resurrection, and Peter and
John had already observed the empty tomb. Mary had actually had a personal encounter with the
risen Jesus, at first thinking he was the gardener. Apparently, the disciples were confused, not
having understood Jesus’ teaching them in advance about these events. All of the sudden, Jesus
appears in their midst. He knows of their fear and encourages them with “Peace be with you.” The
next words in this first of several significant statements in this encounter are surprising: “As the
Father has sent Me, I also send you.” They will likely not fully understand this instruction until they
have further teaching before His return to heaven and the events of the Day of Pentecost. Then they
disperse over the world to preach the gospel.

Another noteworthy word from Jesus bestowed the promised Holy Spirit on them. From this point
on, they would carry the message of the Gospel with the clear offer of the forgiveness of sins to all
who will hear them and respond to the truth in faith, acknowledging Jesus as Lord.

We’re all familiar with the doubts expressed by the disciple Thomas. Like many of us “seeing is
believing” to Thomas. He was not present on this occasion and when the others tell him about what
happened, he simply cannot believe it. A week later, Thomas is given just the opportunity he thought
he needed to believe; the proof stands before him. Immediately, he recognizes the truth; his doubts
depart, and he worships, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus then offers another important statement:
“Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.” How blessed we are today to know of the work
of Jesus to be our sacrifice for sin and give us the faith to believe when we have not seen with our
eyes, but realizing instead that “believing is seeing.”

Finally, note that John says that Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples that John
does not write about. He chose only seven great signs which prove Jesus’ claim to be the Son of God,
and he recorded them “so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and that
believing you may have life in His name.”

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. In what ways does John’s message in Revelation resonate with you during your own trials and
tribulations (revelation 1:9)? How does reading his revelation of the Lord help you through these
things?

Challenge: Have you read the Book of Revelation? This Book promises a blessing to those who read
it (Revelation 1:3). We urge you to read through this important Scripture, taking into account the
Old Testament references that are noted in your Bible.

2. In what ways does Thomas’ experience give you hope as one who may have never seen the Lord
Jesus? (We qualify this because of some of the events we have heard about in Islamic regions where
the Lord has appeared in dreams and visions).

Readings for the Week
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Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/040316.cfm

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass-Study-Notes-for-Sunday 04-03-2016-]Jesse.pdfDownload

Mass Study Notes for Easter Sunday,

3-27-2016

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 3-27-2016, Easter Sunday. Happy Easter! On this
joyful day of celebration we remember how God raised His Son, our Savior, Jesus from the dead.
Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, we have eternal life through faith in His finished work on the
cross. Accordingly, this week’s readings answer some of the most important questions that humans
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have ever asked about eternal life. The first reading is a message from Saint Peter that explains the
good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection that has been provided for all humankind. The second
reading from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Colossians provides the implications of what believing in
Jesus looks like in the life of the believer. Finally, we conclude with the glorious story of Jesus’
resurrection from the Gospel of Saint John.

Throughout my earlier years, our family always held a special celebration of Jesus’ resurrection on
this important day of Easter Sunday. Our festivities included a delicious dinner with special people
including my grandmothers, grandmas, aunts, uncles, and of course my brothers and sisters. Back
then, I understood that Jesus’ resurrection from the dead was very important. As I grew into
adulthood, I came to a much fuller understanding of the meaning of Easter Sunday and I am learning
how to live in the reality of Jesus’ resurrection for every day of my life. My prayer is that through
this study you, too, will come to a deeper appreciation of what Jesus did for us and live in His
resurrection power all throughout the days ahead.

First Reading:

The first reading this week is from the Acts of the Apostles, Chapter 10. The context of this section is
Saint Peter’s address to Cornelius, the gentile Centurion from Caesarea. A Centurion was a roman
military leader who led 100 men. The story of what we are about to read happened a few days after
Peter had seen a vision of a huge sheet lowered to the ground containing a variety of animals,
including ones that the Jews were forbidden from eating according to the Old Testament Law. God
revealed to Peter that he was no longer bound by these dietary food laws, and by extrapolation, that
the proclamation of the Gospel was being opened to the Gentiles. God told Peter, “What God has
cleansed, no longer consider unholy” (Acts 10:15b-ff). At the same time that Peter had his vision of
accepting Gentiles, Cornelius, a God-fearing Gentile, had a vision in which an angel of God spoke to
him about salvation. He sent messengers to Peter in Joppa with orders to bring him to his home in
Caesarea. Because Peter had been convinced in this vision about associating with Gentiles, he
agreed to travel to Cornelius’ home. When Peter arrived Cornelius fell at his feet and worshiped him,
but Peter stopped him. Peter then said, “Stand up; I too am a man” (v. 26). He addressed the crowd
that Cornelius had gathered by saying, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a man who is a
Jew to associate with a foreigner or to visit him; and yet God has shown me that I should not call any
man unholy or unclean” (v. 28). Then Cornelius explained that he had seen a vision of an angel who
told him to send for Simon Peter at the home of one Simon the tanner who lived by the sea (v. 32). It
was at this point that we join Peter’s address to Cornelius along with his relatives and close friends
(Acts 10:24).

Now let’s read the text, noting that some of the omitted verses were included in order to provide the
full context.

Acts 10:34-43 NAS95 34 Opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that God
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is not one to show partiality, 35 but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right is
welcome to Him. 36 The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus
Christ (He is Lord of all) — 37 you yourselves know the thing which took place throughout all Judea,
starting from Galilee, after the baptism which John proclaimed. 38 You know of Jesus of Nazareth,
how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 39 We are witnesses of all the
things He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They also put Him to death by hanging
Him on a cross. 40 God raised Him up on the third day and granted that He become visible, 41 not to
all the people, but to witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us who ate and
drank with Him after He arose from the dead. 42 And He ordered us to preach to the people, and
solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the
dead. 43 Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him
receives forgiveness of sins.”

Peter said quite an earful; his message encapsulated almost the entirety of the Gospel. He told the
gentile Cornelius and his family the Good News regarding the forgiveness of sins offered to anyone
who believes, Jew or Gentile alike (v. 34), through faith in Jesus Christ (v. 43). Peter, fresh from his
vision of the animals coming down in the large sheet, affirmed that God was no respecter of persons;
this salvation was available to everyone (vv.34 - 35). Peter provided a high-level narrative to
Cornelius of his personal, eyewitness testimony concerning the events about Jesus Christ. He said
that Jesus:

e Was anointed by God with power (v.38),

e Ministered to the people by healing and opposing the devil (v.39),

e Was crucified by the Jews in Jerusalem (v.39b),

e Was raised by God on the third day (v.40),

+ Was made visible to select witnesses after His resurrection (v.41), and

e Provided the disciples with specific instructions regarding preaching the truth about Jesus
being the divinely appointed Judge of the living and the dead (v.42).

Peter confirmed that Jesus was the fulfillment of the testimony given by all of the Old Testament
prophets. Finally, Peter announced the best news of all, that anyone who believes in Jesus receives
forgiveness of their sins (v.43). What, though, does “believing in Jesus” mean? For many believe that
Jesus existed or that He was a good teacher. When the Bible talks about believing in Jesus, it means
having a personal, experiential trust that we put in Jesus for our salvation. We all know that we have
done evil things and thought wrongly about people. These wrong behaviors and mindsets are what
the Bible calls sin. Because of our choices to sin, we each have a debt that we owe to the Holy God,
our Creator who designed us for Himself. By sinning, we basically declared cosmic treason. This sin
debt will need to be paid. The question is, who will pay? We have two payment options: 1. an eternity
in hell, or 2. belief in Jesus’ payment for our sin. All of the best deeds in the world do not cancel out
our sin debt. The Bible is very clear about this, for it says, “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23).
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Death, meaning eternal separation from God, is the payment for sin. And that is why Jesus’ death on
the cross is so important. Here is where He made the payment for my sin and your sin. This payment
is offered to us as a free gift of eternal life. Therefore, belief in Jesus is accepting this gift of Jesus’
payment for your sin debt and trusting in Him for eternal life. This is why the celebration of Easter
(Good Friday and Resurrection Sunday) is such a glorious memorial in the Christian church.

Second Reading:

Understanding Peter’s testimony in the first reading that anyone who believes in Jesus receives the
forgiveness of their sins, provides a convenient gateway to the second reading where we see that
humans cannot attain to God through their own efforts. This reading is from Saint Paul’s Letter to
the Colossians, chapter 3. This Book is one of the biblical books known as the “Prison Epistles”
named because Paul wrote them while he was in prison in Rome. The reading today opens with the
word “therefore” in verse one. Any time we see that word (as you may have noted in previous
editions of Mass Notes) we have to ask, “What is it the ‘therefore’ there for?” The “therefore” in 3:1
refers to what Paul said in the previous chapters. In order to give the passage more context, we will
explore this in much further detail below.

Stepping back to look at the big picture, Paul’s overall purpose in the Epistle was to correct heresy
that was being taught in the church. The heresy had four elements that Paul addressed in chapter 2.
These false beliefs included the denial of the sufficiency and preeminence of Jesus Christ (2:8), the
exaltation of Jewish ritualism (2:11, 16-17), the teaching of the extreme denial of the flesh as a way
of getting closer to God (known as “asceticism,” 2:20-23), and the ungodly practice of worshiping
angels (2:18). All four teachings clearly contradict the Scriptures. Paul corrected their
misunderstandings early in the second chapter by making some clear statements to help them stand
in the midst of false teaching. Paul said, “See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy
and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of
the world, rather than according to Christ. For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form’
(Colossians 2:8-9). This statement addressed elements of all four of the heresies that were being
taught and practiced by certain members of the church.

1

With this context in mind, let’s read from Saint Paul’s Letter, the second reading in the Mass today.
As you read, keep in mind the sufficiency that we as believers have through faith in Jesus Christ.

Colossians 3:1-4 NAS95 1 Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things above, not on
the things that are on earth. 3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When
Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.

Paul said, “if you have been raised up with Christ. This has a threefold meaning. First, he meant this
in the sense that if we have believed in Jesus’ death and resurrection, then we are in a sense
crucified with Him and therefore “raised up” on the cross with Him. Paul said in Galatians, “I have
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been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me”
(Galatians 2:20). Second, we have been “raised up” in the sense that, if we believe, we have been
“born from above.” This is something that Jesus tried to explain to Nicodemus (John 3:3), the man
who evidently did later come to believe in Jesus since he came to help prepare Jesus’ body for burial
after He was crucified (John 19:39). Jesus used a Greek word “anothen” which had a dual meaning,
above and again. Jesus taught Nicodemus that he had to born from above spiritually, and that he had
to be born a second time spiritually in a process distinct from his physical birth. The instant a person
“believes” they are “born from above,” meaning that they received the gift of eternal life and the
Holy Spirit of God now lives inside of them. The third meaning that Paul had in mind regarding
being “raised up” with Christ is that in a spiritual sense after we die we will be “raised up” to a
much greater authority in order to reign with Jesus Christ. Paul said, “If we endure, we will also
reign with Him; If we deny Him, He also will deny us” (2 Timothy 2:12).

Here is another important insight from the reading. Paul said in verse 4, “When Christ, who is our
life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.” Notice the repetition of the word
“revealed.” We spoke about one aspect of Christ’s revelation last week in the Palm Sunday readings
when we discussed His triumphal entry to Jerusalem. However, in this reading Paul wasn’t referring
to Christ’s exaltation as King when he rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. Rather, he was referring to
Jesus’ Second Coming at which time He will return in glory to judge the world. As we said last week,
Jesus came the first time as a humble, unblemished Lamb (Revelation 13:8). However, Jesus will
return the second time as the glorious Lion of the Tribe of Judah (Revelation 5:5). He will return as
the Almighty Warrior on a white horse, not a donkey (Revelation 19:11). Jesus was revealed as the
King of the Jews when he entered Jerusalem on a donkey. He was revealed as the King of the
universe when he rose from the dead, this is what we are celebrating today. Finally, Jesus will be
revealed when He comes again in glory with all of His believers in tow, that is us, His saints
(Revelation 19:14, 1 Corinthians 1:2, Acts 9:13, Acts 9:32, Acts 26:10, Romans 16:2).

As we conclude the second reading and discussion, it may be helpful to rephrase the flow of thought
before the first few verses. After the three verses of the reading, a capstone statement provides my
personal summary of the reason why we must set our minds on things above:

Keep in mind the correction given to us regarding the false teaching that depends on self-effort, and
realize we have been crucified with Christ, we have been born from above, and we will be exalted
to participate in reigning with Jesus Christ. Since God has granted us all of these incalculable gifts,
THEN let us “Set [our] minds on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. 3 For [we]
have died and [our lives are] hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed,
then [we] also will be revealed with Him in glory” (vv. 2-4). We are called by God to do the latter (vv.
2-4) because the teachers of the theological heresies were attempting to bring Jesus down to their
level by falsely thinking they could reach up to heaven by practicing manmade religion.

I hope that this illustrates the importance of reading the context of the verses from the reading. The
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big idea is that humans cannot attain fellowship with God in heaven through religious rituals, ascetic
practices (like starving the body), or the worship of angels (see Luke 4:8, Matthew 4:10, and
especially Revelation 22:8-9 where the practice is expressly forbidden). The only way that humans
can attain eternal life and fellowship with God is through faith in the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
believing that Jesus atoned for our sin (Romans 10:9-13).

Alternative Second Reading:

This week’s readings included an alternative to the second reading. This optional passage was from
Saint Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. The context is Paul’s confrontation of a certain church
member who was having an immoral relationship with his stepmother. In verse one of this chapter
he said, “It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as
does not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father’s wife” (1 Corinthians 5:1). Paul
was upset with the church because rather than disciplining the one that was involved with this sin,
the church acted as if this was an acceptable practice for a believer in Jesus. The Corinthian church
failed to exercise these proper steps of church discipline that could have eventually led to the
restoration of the man that was trapped in this sexual sin. This would have included first calling the
person to repentance and separating him from the church. Paul’s confrontation is strong, but it is
based in the power of the Gospel, Jesus’ sacrifice for sin.

1 Corinthians 5:6-8 NAS95 6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens
the whole lump of dough? 7 Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, just as you are
in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed. 8 Therefore let us celebrate the
feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened
bread of sincerity and truth.

The root of the issue was that this young church was flaunting the freedom that they had in Christ.
Paul explains this by using imagery drawn from the Old Testament Feast of Passover. In verse 6 Paul
referred to the Jewish religious practice of purifying their home from yeast (leaven) during the Feast
of Unleavened Bread (Exodus 12:15). Every Jewish home would have to get rid of yeast and bake
unleavened bread during this season. He uses this imagery to provide a metaphor for the purity that
God requires in the church. Paul’s point was that the “leaven” of the man’s sin permeated
throughout the church, in the same way yeast permeates dough (v. 6). It was bad enough the church
tolerated this sin amongst them, but they even boasted about it (v. 6).

As we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection today on Easter Sunday, this passage helps us to recognize
God’s calling to live holy and pure lives. This is especially true in our culture that is filled with
temptations to be drawn into sexual sins, something with which the ancient Corinthians also
struggled. Today we can celebrate that Jesus fulfilled once and for all the repetitive, annual practice
among the Old Testament Jews to sacrifice their Passover lamb (Hebrews 10:10). We can turn to the
victorious One in prayer to deliver us from our temptations (Matthew 6:13), even difficult things
such as sexual sin. Jesus calls us to “confess our sins one to another” (James 5:16) meaning that we
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can turn to a fellow Christian to ask for their intercessory prayer on our behalf when we encounter
struggles that we are unable to overcome through our own prayer and obedience. Paul calls
believers to celebrate the feast with sincerity and truth before God and our community. What better
day to contemplate making some serious changes in our life than on Easter Sunday?

Gospel Reading:

As we move onto the Gospel reading from Saint John Chapter 20 we will see the “reason for the
season” of Easter. Throughout the Lenten period, we have looked forward to the celebration of this
glorious day. Before you read, say a short prayer asking God to show you what the resurrection
means for your life.

John 20:1-9 NAS95 1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb,
while it was still dark, and saw the stone already taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and came
to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken away
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.” 3 So Peter and the other
disciple went forth, and they were going to the tomb. 4 The two were running together; and the
other disciple ran ahead faster than Peter and came to the tomb first; 5 and stooping and looking in,
he saw the linen wrappings lying there; but he did not go in. 6 And so Simon Peter also came,
following him, and entered the tomb; and he saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the face-
cloth which had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings, but rolled up in a place by
itself. 8 So the other disciple who had first come to the tomb then also entered, and he saw and
believed. 9 For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead.

The narrative continues beyond what was covered in the reading:

10 So the disciples went away again to their own homes. 11 But Mary was standing outside the tomb
weeping; and so, as she wept, she stooped and looked into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in
white sitting, one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had been lying. 13 And
they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “Because they have taken away
my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.” 14 When she had said this, she turned
around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing Him to be the gardener, she
said to Him, “Sir, if you have carried Him away, tell me where you have laid Him, and I will take Him
away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to Him in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (which
means, Teacher). (John 20:10-16)

Can you imagine being one of the disciples who watched Jesus die on the cross? Then all of a sudden
news reaches you that Jesus’ body is not in the tomb. You run to the tomb on Sunday and realize it is
empty. What are the options? Maybe someone had taken the body or maybe Jesus’ prediction that he
would rise again really did come true. It would have been confusing, mind-blowing and extremely
scary, for those who sought to kill Jesus were still feeling emboldened to snuff out any memory of
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Jesus.

Mary Magdalene believed and was the first person to see the risen Lord alive. She received
confirmation that since God raised Jesus from the dead, she would one day be raised herself.

We can also have assurance of salvation which leads to eternal life by trusting in what the Scripture
says about how a person does make it to heaven when they die. The first reading brought up the idea
of “belief in Jesus.” Let’s recap what this means, for this is the foundation of our faith. First, God
says that all of us have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). God says that
because of our sin the payment we will receive without some outside intervention is death, meaning
eternal separation from God (Romans 6:23). In that same verse, God says that the outside
intervention has been given as a free gift: Jesus died on the cross for the payment of our sins. This
good news can also be found in the famous verse that is often seen printed on cardboard signs held
up at sporting events. “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16). Saint Paul said, “If you
confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead,
you will be saved” (Romans 10:9).

Does this sound like something that is simple to achieve? It is simple, but if it’s not necessarily easy.
If it were easy then everyone in the world that ever heard the Gospel would become a believer. Peter
said in Acts 2:38 that belief is intricately tied to repentance. When we believe in Jesus, it is because
we are convicted of our need for a Savior. This leads us to repent of (or turn away from) our sins.
This means that we have come to agree with God about our sins, and recognize them for what they
are, deadly (Romans 6:21). The Bible says that even one single sin would keep us from entering
heaven - forever (James 2:10). So repentance of sin, turning away from the destructive forces that
once ruled our lives, is an on-going part of exercising faith in Jesus. One preacher said, “If your faith
hasn’t changed you, it probably hasn’t saved you.” This is not to imply that works are necessary for
salvation. But it is to say that true faith is manifested in our lives being oriented around the values
that Christ had, because He is our life (Colossians 3:4). Jesus’ death and resurrection were given as
a gift to all, to cover our sin and provide us with the right to be accepted into heaven. As we
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday, keep in mind the simplicity of this Gospel
message that Jesus gave to the world.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. We covered a great deal of ground today in our study. The main point that we ask you to consider
in light of your study is, what difference does the resurrection of Jesus Christ make in your life?
Contemplate this question in light of the following contexts.

A. What difference does Jesus’ resurrection make as I move about in many relational networks where
I rub shoulders with people who don’t all believe that faith in Jesus is the only pathway to God? How
does my life reflect the power of Jesus’ resurrection and become an apologetic for His life-
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transforming presence?

B. What difference does Jesus make if you find yourself in an unhappy situation this Easter? How
does the knowledge that Jesus rose from the dead give you hope through these difficulties?

2. Perhaps you don’t completely understand the meaning of Jesus in your life. Have you received the
forgiveness of your sins through the only method possible: faith in Jesus’ sacrificial death and
resurrection from the dead? Do you want to be with God and know that you will make it to heaven
when you die? Let’s pray to affirm or reaffirm our belief in Jesus this Easter.

Dear God, I recognize that I am a sinner, and that because of my sin I deserve death and eternal
separation from You. I believe that Jesus died for my sins as payment of the penalty I owed. I believe
that You raised Him from the dead and that He will come again in glory. I want to have this gift of
eternal life that the Bible talks about through faith in Christ. I repent of my sins and ask You, in the
name of Jesus, to empower me to set my sights on spiritual things above, not on earthly desires that
have separated me from You. I pray this in Jesus’ Holy name, Amen.

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.usccbh.org/bible/readings/032716.cfm

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass-Study-Notes-for-Sunday 03-27-2016-Easter-Sunday.pdfDownload

Mass Study Notes for Sunday, 3-20-2016
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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 3-20-2016, Easter Sunday. This week we open the
reading with the procession of the palms. Then we move to the first reading that gives us a glimpse
of the Suffering Servant, the Messiah. The second reading shows the humility of Jesus, who came to
fulfill the Old Testament prophecy of the Messiah having to suffer. Finally, we conclude with the
Gospel account of Jesus’ passion, our Messiah, Who paid the penalty for our sin.

Reading at the Procession of the Palms

Luke 19:28-40 NAS95 28 After He had said these things, He was going on ahead, going up to
Jerusalem. 29 When He approached Bethphage and Bethany, near the mount that is called Olivet, He
sent two of the disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village ahead of you; there, as you enter, you will
find a colt tied on which no one yet has ever sat; untie it and bring it here. 31 “If anyone asks you,
‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say, ‘The Lord has need of it.'"” 32 So those who were sent went
away and found it just as He had told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners said to
them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 They said, “The Lord has need of it.” 35 They brought it to
Jesus, and they threw their coats on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As He was going, they were
spreading their coats on the road. 37 As soon as He was approaching, near the descent of the Mount
of Olives, the whole crowd of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the
miracles which they had seen, 38 shouting: “BLESSED IS THE KING WHO COMES IN THE NAME
OF THE LORD; Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd
said to Him, “Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.” 40 But Jesus answered, “I tell you, if these become
silent, the stones will cry out!”

The time around Passover was a season of messianic expectancy, and there were many pilgrims in
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the city for the celebration. One of the issues that was fresh in the mind of the people was Jesus’
raising of Lazarus from the dead just shortly before this last Passover (John 11:1-45). This would
have played into His sudden popularity and for the people’s desire to see Him. In messianic form,
Jesus directed His disciples with exact precision, and when they followed His orders, everything
worked out exactly as Jesus had said. Jesus asserted His authority over Jerusalem by riding into the
city on a colt (v. 30, Mark 11:4), not a mighty stallion as would have been done by kings. This was in
fulfillment of a prophecy from Zechariah (Zechariah 9:9). Evidently, according to Saint Matthew’s
narrative, Jesus rode on the colt and the donkey (it’s mother) walked alongside.

The procession of the palms dealt with Jesus’ first coming. As we look forward to the celebration of
Jesus’ resurrection on Easter Sunday, let’s look briefly at Jesus’ second coming. The Book of
Revelation revealed some of the details about Jesus’ physical return to the earth at the end of the
Great Tribulation period. Jesus entered Jerusalem during His First Advent on a donkey. Read what
the Scripture says about how He will return the second time.

11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and
True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His
head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself. 13
He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the
armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white
horses. 15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations,
and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the
Almighty. 16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, “KING OF KINGS, AND
LORD OF LORDS.” (Revelation 19:11-16).

Jesus came the first time as a humble, unblemished Lamb (Revelation 13:8). However, Jesus will
return the second time as the glorious Lion of the Tribe of Judah (Revelation 5:5). He will return as
the Almighty Warrior on a white horse, not a donkey as happened the first time. At His First Coming,
many people missed His appearance. According to John, at His Second Coming He will not be
missed. John said, “BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even
those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen”
(Rev 1:7). When the “King of Kings and Lord of Lords” (v.16b) returns, He will come in judgment to
a people living “as in the days of Noah” (Matthew 24:37) expecting things to continue as they always
have in the past. Since God has given us this warning, we must ask ourselves “How now shall we
live?” While ignorance seems to be bliss, it does not lead to eternal life.

This Sunday as we celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entrance in Jerusalem at His First Advent, we can
celebrate that we are among those that did, in a sense, welcome Jesus to Jerusalem as King of Kings
and Lord of Lords. We can celebrate that we are not among those who missed His first coming. As
we hold our palms, we can proudly celebrate our belief that King Jesus will one day return to the
earth he created. In our waving of the palms, we can lift them up as white flags of surrender to the

Page # 31 of 50 Link:
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/recent-posts-on-christians-for-christ/page/43/



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

King who deserves our whole lives.
Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading after the procession of the palms is from Isaiah 50. The context is just after Isaiah
told about how God had disciplined the northern tribes of Israel (Isaiah 50:1-3). We see that God
judged Israel’s sinfulness, but then also provided a way for salvation in this prediction of the
Messiah. The picture painted in the verses leading up to today’s reading is one of temporarily setting
aside this group of God’s chosen people until they come to believe in God’s sending of the Messiah.
The prophecy shifts to the personalization of the Messiah’s suffering, which we will also be reading
about in greater detail during the Gospel narrative covering the Passion of Jesus Christ.

First Reading:

Isaiah 50:4-7 NAS95 4 The Lord GOD has given Me the tongue of disciples, That I may know how to
sustain the weary one with a word. He awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear to
listen as a disciple. 5 The Lord GOD has opened My ear; And I was not disobedient Nor did I turn
back. 6 I gave My back to those who strike Me, And My cheeks to those who pluck out the beard; I
did not cover My face from humiliation and spitting. 7 For the Lord GOD helps Me, Therefore, I am
not disgraced; Therefore, I have set My face like flint, And I know that I will not be ashamed.

In this reading, the Prophet Isaiah speaks of himself as a “type” of Christ. Christ the Messiah has
been given the Word of God, something that “sustains a weary one with a word” (v. 4). The Messiah
is obedient (v. 5), even giving His back to those who strike Him and His “cheeks to those who pluck
out [His] beard” (v. 6). God darkened the skies during the spiritually dark event of Jesus’ suffering,
and Jesus “set [His] face like flint” and wasn’t ashamed (v. 7) to fulfil God’s will in giving His life for
us. Later in the Gospel lesson, we will read about the fulfillment of the suffering of God’s servant (Is.
50:6 “scourged” and “spat upon”) in great detail.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The predicted suffering from Isaiah is also the backdrop for the second reading, which was probably
sung as a hymn in the early Church about the great lengths that Jesus went to in order to fulfill the
Father’s plan for our salvation.

Second Reading:

Philippians 2:6-11 NAS95 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality
with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being
made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason also, God highly
exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of
Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11
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and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

This passage continues the sharp contrast that the Bible portrays between Jesus’ first Advent and
His second coming. The first advent He came as a humble servant. In this act of the incarnation and
His death, He not only served His Father, but he served us. Humankind was in desperate need of a
Savior, owing a sin debt beyond the ability to repay. So He became the suffering Servant “for the joy
set before Him” (Hebrews 12:2), paying our debt on the cross. By being obedient to the Father, He
will come again in exaltation and power (as we saw in Revelation earlier). The second coming will be
very different from the first Advent. In addition to every eye seeing his second coming, this passage
informs us that every knee will bow, voluntarily or involuntarily. The choice is ours to make. We can
voluntarily bow our knee to the Messiah now, or we can harden our hearts against Him, only to
involuntarily bow when He returns.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The Gospel Reading is Luke’s account of the passion, which includes the betrayal, arrest, trial,
torture, humiliation, crucifixion and burial of Jesus.

Gospel Reading:

Luke 22:14 - 23:56 NAS95 14 When the hour had come, He reclined at the table, and the apostles
with Him. 15 And He said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I
suffer; 16 for I say to you, I shall never again eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 And
when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He said, “Take this and share it among yourselves; 18
for I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine from now on until the kingdom of God comes.”
19 And when He had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying,
“This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 20 And in the same way He
took the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant
in My blood. 21 “But behold, the hand of the one betraying Me is with Mine on the table. 22 “For
indeed, the Son of Man is going as it has been determined; but woe to that man by whom He is
betrayed!” 23 And they began to discuss among themselves which one of them it might be who was
going to do this thing. 24 And there arose also a dispute among them as to which one of them was
regarded to be greatest. 25 And He said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and
those who have authority over them are called ‘Benefactors.” 26 “But it is not this way with you, but
the one who is the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like the
servant. 27 “For who is greater, the one who reclines at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the
one who reclines at the table? But I am among you as the one who serves. 28 “You are those who
have stood by Me in My trials; 29 and just as My Father has granted Me a kingdom, I grant you 30
that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve
tribes of Israel. 31 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; 32
but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again,
strengthen your brothers.” 33 But he said to Him, “Lord, with You I am ready to go both to prison
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and to death!” 34 And He said, “I say to you, Peter, the rooster will not crow today until you have
denied three times that you know Me.” 35 And He said to them, “When I sent you out without money
belt and bag and sandals, you did not lack anything, did you?” They said, “No, nothing.” 36 And He
said to them, “But now, whoever has a money belt is to take it along, likewise also a bag, and
whoever has no sword is to sell his coat and buy one. 37 “For I tell you that this which is written
must be fulfilled in Me, AND HE WAS NUMBERED WITH TRANSGRESSORS’; for that which refers
to Me has its fulfillment.” 38 They said, “Lord, look, here are two swords.” And He said to them, “It
is enough.” 39 And He came out and proceeded as was His custom to the Mount of Olives; and the
disciples also followed Him. 40 When He arrived at the place, He said to them, “Pray that you may
not enter into temptation.” 41 And He withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, and He knelt
down and began to pray, 42 saying, “Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My
will, but Yours be done.” 43 Now an angel from heaven appeared to Him, strengthening Him. 44 And
being in agony He was praying very fervently; and His sweat became like drops of blood, falling
down upon the ground. 45 When He rose from prayer, He came to the disciples and found them
sleeping from sorrow, 46 and said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not
enter into temptation.” 47 While He was still speaking, behold, a crowd came, and the one called
Judas, one of the twelve, was preceding them; and he approached Jesus to kiss Him. 48 But Jesus
said to him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” 49 When those who were around
Him saw what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” 50 And one of
them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 51 But Jesus answered and said,
“Stop! No more of this.” And He touched his ear and healed him. 52 Then Jesus said to the chief
priests and officers of the temple and elders who had come against Him, “Have you come out with
swords and clubs as you would against a robber? 53 “While I was with you daily in the temple, you
did not lay hands on Me; but this hour and the power of darkness are yours.” 54 Having arrested
Him, they led Him away and brought Him to the house of the high priest; but Peter was following at
a distance. 55 After they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat down
together, Peter was sitting among them. 56 And a servant-girl, seeing him as he sat in the firelight
and looking intently at him, said, “This man was with Him too.” 57 But he denied it, saying, “Woman,
I do not know Him.” 58 A little later, another saw him and said, “You are one of them too!” But Peter
said, “Man, I am not!” 59 After about an hour had passed, another man began to insist, saying,
“Certainly this man also was with Him, for he is a Galilean too.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not
know what you are talking about.” Immediately, while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed. 61
The Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how He had told
him, “Before a rooster crows today, you will deny Me three times.” 62 And he went out and wept
bitterly. 63 Now the men who were holding Jesus in custody were mocking Him and beating Him, 64
and they blindfolded Him and were asking Him, saying, “Prophesy, who is the one who hit You?” 65
And they were saying many other things against Him, blaspheming. 66 When it was day, the Council
of elders of the people assembled, both chief priests and scribes, and they led Him away to their
council chamber, saying, 67 “If You are the Christ, tell us.” But He said to them, “If I tell you, you
will not believe; 68 and if I ask a question, you will not answer. 69 “But from now on THE SON OF
MAN WILL BE SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND of the power OF GOD.” 70 And they all said, “Are You
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the Son of God, then?” And He said to them, “Yes, I am.” 71 Then they said, “What further need do
we have of testimony? For we have heard it ourselves from His own mouth.” 1 Then the whole body
of them got up and brought Him before Pilate. 2 And they began to accuse Him, saying, “We found
this man misleading our nation and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, and saying that He Himself is
Christ, a King.” 3 So Pilate asked Him, saying, “Are You the King of the Jews?” And He answered
him and said, “It is as you say.” 4 Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no guilt
in this man.” 5 But they kept on insisting, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching all over Judea,
starting from Galilee even as far as this place.” 6 When Pilate heard it, he asked whether the man
was a Galilean. 7 And when he learned that He belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him to
Herod, who himself also was in Jerusalem at that time. 8 Now Herod was very glad when he saw
Jesus; for he had wanted to see Him for a long time, because he had been hearing about Him and
was hoping to see some sign performed by Him. 9 And he questioned Him at some length; but He
answered him nothing. 10 And the chief priests and the scribes were standing there, accusing Him
vehemently. 11 And Herod with his soldiers, after treating Him with contempt and mocking Him,
dressed Him in a gorgeous robe and sent Him back to Pilate. 12 Now Herod and Pilate became
friends with one another that very day; for before they had been enemies with each other. 13 Pilate
summoned the chief priests and the rulers and the people, 14 and said to them, “You brought this
man to me as one who incites the people to rebellion, and behold, having examined Him before you,
I have found no guilt in this man regarding the charges which you make against Him. 15 “No, nor
has Herod, for he sent Him back to us; and behold, nothing deserving death has been done by Him.
16 “Therefore I will punish Him and release Him.” 17 Now he was obliged to release to them at the
feast one prisoner. 18 But they cried out all together, saying, “Away with this man, and release for
us Barabbas!” 19 (He was one who had been thrown into prison for an insurrection made in the city,
and for murder.) 20 Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again, 21 but they kept on
calling out, saying, “Crucify, crucify Him!” 22 And he said to them the third time, “Why, what evil
has this man done? I have found in Him no guilt demanding death; therefore I will punish Him and
release Him.” 23 But they were insistent, with loud voices asking that He be crucified. And their
voices began to prevail. 24 And Pilate pronounced sentence that their demand be granted. 25 And he
released the man they were asking for who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and
murder, but he delivered Jesus to their will. 26 When they led Him away, they seized a man, Simon
of Cyrene, coming in from the country, and placed on him the cross to carry behind Jesus. 27 And
following Him was a large crowd of the people, and of women who were mourning and lamenting
Him. 28 But Jesus turning to them said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, stop weeping for Me, but weep for
yourselves and for your children. 29 “For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed
are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.” 30 “Then they
will begin TO SAY TO THE MOUNTAINS, ‘FALL ON US,” AND TO THE HILLS, ‘COVER US.’ 31 “For
if they do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 32 Two others also,
who were criminals, were being led away to be put to death with Him. 33 When they came to the
place called The Skull, there they crucified Him and the criminals, one on the right and the other on
the left. 34 But Jesus was saying, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”
And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves. 35 And the people stood by, looking
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on. And even the rulers were sneering at Him, saying, “He saved others; let Him save Himself if this
is the Christ of God, His Chosen One.” 36 The soldiers also mocked Him, coming up to Him, offering
Him sour wine, 37 and saying, “If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself!” 38 Now there was
also an inscription above Him, “THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 39 One of the criminals who
were hanged there was hurling abuse at Him, saying, “Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself and
us!” 40 But the other answered, and rebuking him said, “Do you not even fear God, since you are
under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 “And we indeed are suffering justly, for we are
receiving what we deserve for our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 And he was
saying, “Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!” 43 And He said to him, “Truly I say
to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise.” 44 It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness
fell over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45 because the sun was obscured; and the veil of the
temple was torn in two. 46 And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, “Father, INTO YOUR
HANDS I COMMIT MY SPIRIT.” Having said this, He breathed His last. 47 Now when the centurion
saw what had happened, he began praising God, saying, “Certainly this man was innocent.” 48 And
all the crowds who came together for this spectacle, when they observed what had happened, began
to return, beating their breasts. 49 And all His acquaintances and the women who accompanied Him
from Galilee were standing at a distance, seeing these things. 50 And a man named Joseph, who was
a member of the Council, a good and righteous man 51 (he had not consented to their plan and
action), a man from Arimathea, a city of the Jews, who was waiting for the kingdom of God; 52 this
man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 53 And he took it down and wrapped it in a linen
cloth, and laid Him in a tomb cut into the rock, where no one had ever lain. 54 It was the preparation
day, and the Sabbath was about to begin. 55 Now the women who had come with Him out of Galilee
followed, and saw the tomb and how His body was laid. 56 Then they returned and prepared spices
and perfumes. And on the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment.

We read this account of Jesus’ crucifixion ever year but sometimes the meaning of it can get lost in
the routine. It is important for us to understand the implications of the death of Christ in our own
lives. Jesus endured a horrible death for one important reason: to bring sinful human beings back
into right relationship with the Father. Saint Paul said, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God” (Romans 3:23) and “For the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23a). Jesus paid the penalty
required by the Father for our sin. Saint John said, “and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins;
and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world” (1 John 2:2). Propitiation is a word that
means, “The offering which appeases the wrath of one against whom an offence has been
committed” (American Tract Society Dictionary). The appeasement of the Father’s wrath through
Jesus’ death on the cross is God’s invitation to you to be in right relationship with Him. While it is a
free gift (meaning you don’t have to earn it), you do have to unwrap the gift. This means that you
have to receive the gift through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. John said, “But as many as received
Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,
who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God” (John
1:12-13).

If you have not received Jesus into your life, you can do that by speaking to Him in prayer. There are
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not any magic words, just tell God about your belief that Jesus died for your sins. Ask Him to
empower you to accomplish His work in your life through the Holy Spirit living in you. If you prayed
this prayer, you are entering into a relationship with God the Father through Jesus. As with any
relationship, there are certain sensitivities that we extend to the other person. When you find out
what the other person values and loves then you cooperate with their plan especially when you know
that they have your best interests in mind. That is how it is with God in our relationship with Him.
You study the Bible to get to know who He is. You go to church to find more about His heart. You
give up destructive habits that lead you away from God. Another important part of relating to God is
learning to walk in step with His Spirit. Every believer has been given the gift of the Holy Spirit Who
lives inside of us. To walk in step with the Spirit is to cooperate with God on a daily basis. All of
these things are how we grow in our relationship with God.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection
1. What is one thing from these readings that helps you to trust in how Jesus is working in your life?

2. How have you personalized the story of Jesus’ crucifixion?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/032016.cfm Palm Sunday

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB
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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 3-13-2016. This week we open with the Old Testament
reading from Isaiah in which we see his foretelling of an aspect of the New Covenant. In the second
reading, we learn about Paul’s passion in running the race for Jesus in opposing the false teachers of
his era. We close with the story of the woman caught in adultery from the Gospel of John.

Introduction to the First Reading:

Let’s review the background of the Prophet Isaiah from which the first reading was taken. Isaiah
was a prophet to the Southern Kingdom of Judah shortly after the Northern Kingdom (called Israel)
was conquered by Assyria in 722 BC. Isaiah brought a dire message to Judah that God was going to
use a foreign nation to judge them, like what had just happened to Israel. He also proclaimed a
message of hope and restoration including a promise that a Messiah would come to restore all that
would be taken from God’s chosen people. He is one of the most important prophets because of all
of the information he provided regarding the coming Messiah. He said regarding this future Ruler,
“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son,
and she will call His name Immanuel” (7:14). He continued, “For a child will be born to us, a son
will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace” (9:6). His writings then moved
onto the near term prediction about the coming invasion by Babylon and closed with a series of
messages with a very long range view including the time during which Jesus will reign on earth
during the Millennial Kingdom.

Today’s reading is from a section in which we see how God reminds the people of Judah about God’s
greatness as well as His sovereignty. Chapter 43 opens with, “But now, thus says the LORD, your
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Creator, O Jacob, And He who formed you, O Israel, Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have
called you by name; you are Mine!” (Isaiah 43:1). God reminds the people of His unique covenantal
relationship with them. He shows how He is with them during their hardships that He allowed to
overtake them in order to accomplish His purposes. The second verse in the chapter says, “When
you pass through the waters, I will be with you; And through the rivers, they will not overflow you.
When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, Nor will the flame burn you.” We see
similar wording in today’s reading.

First Reading:

Isaiah 43:16-21 NAS95 16 Thus says the LORD, Who makes a way through the sea And a path
through the mighty waters, 17 Who brings forth the chariot and the horse, The army and the mighty
man (They will lie down together and not rise again; They have been quenched and extinguished like
a wick): 18 “Do not call to mind the former things, Or ponder things of the past. 19 Behold, I will do
something new, Now it will spring forth; Will you not be aware of it? I will even make a roadway in
the wilderness, Rivers in the desert. 20 The beasts of the field will glorify Me, The jackals and the
ostriches, Because I have given waters in the wilderness And rivers in the desert, To give drink to
My chosen people. 21 The people whom I formed for Myself Will declare My praise.

Isaiah is providing comfort to those in the future who will return from the Babylonian Captivity some
150 years in the future. He reminds them of who God is because it will be hard for them to
understand God in the midst of their discipline that came about through the exile. God reminds them
of He acted powerfully during the first Exodus under the direction of Moses (vv. 16 - 17). Moses was
the one to whom the Law was given (Mosaic Covenant). The Mosaic Covenant included the Ten
Commandments and the other requirements, which the Jewish people had to fulfil in order to show
their covenant relationship with God. Isaiah brings out a contrast in the next verses. In other words,
he is saying something like, “if you through the Exodus was amazing just wait until you see what I do
in the future.” To which future event is Isaiah be referring, has it already happened or is it yet to
transpire? Here are some characteristics of this future event.

e [t comes on suddenly (v. 19b).

e It is undetected (v. 19b), the Jewish people will miss it.

e [t is something supernatural because it defies the natural order of things (streams in the
desert, v. 19¢).

e Everything and everyone will praise the Lord, right down to the wild animals, jackals and owls
(v. 20).

e It will completely satisfy people’s spiritual thirst (v. 20, see also Isaiah 55:1-3).

Based on what Isaiah predicted, it becomes clear that he was referring to the New Covenant
inaugurated by Jesus. This is a new and better deliverance (and “exodus”) which outshines the
original Exodus from Egypt and the Mosaic Covenant. It started at Jesus’ First Advent (His death and
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resurrection), but it will be fully realized at His Second Advent when everything will be made right.

In the New Testament, the author of Hebrews made the superiority of Jesus very clear as we see in
the following verses.

Hebrews 10:12-18 NAS95 12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN
AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, 13 waiting from that time onward UNTIL HIS ENEMIES BE MADE
A FOOTSTOOL FOR HIS FEET. 14 For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are
sanctified. 15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying, 16 “THIS IS THE COVENANT
THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS
UPON THEIR HEART, AND ON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM,” He then says, 17 “AND THEIR
SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE.” 18 Now where there is
forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin.

What does this mean for our lives? Since God has been powerful and trustworthy in the past, we can
trust Him to be powerful and trustworthy in the future. Even if our circumstances seem to be a
desert experience, He will sustain us and eventually make all things right but it may not happen
during our natural lifetime. As part of God’s family through which we have been in-grafted (Romans
11:17) we can bring praise to God (v. 21) as we trust Him and sense Him working in our lives.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The second reading is from Philippians, one of the “Prison Epistles” since it was written while Paul
was under house arrest (Philippians 1:13) in Rome (Acts 28:16). Paul viewed this time of captivity as
a special ministry of service to Jesus Christ as we see especially in Philippians 1:12-14. Paul said
there, “Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the greater
progress of the gospel” (v. 12). Today’s reading is from chapter three in which Paul discusses the
great value of following his leader Jesus through the use of an athletic metaphor.

Second Reading:

Philippians 3:8-14 NAS95 8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count
them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness
of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which
comes from God on the basis of faith, 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and
the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 in order that I may attain to the
resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect,
but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 13
Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies
behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Page # 40 of 50 Link:
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/recent-posts-on-christians-for-christ/page/43/



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass Published by Christians for Christ Ministries. We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

Paul surrendered everything that he had on earth in order to serve Jesus Christ (v. 8). Paul was clear
that even his most admirable achievements fell far short of earning his way into the kingdom of
heaven, this came only through faith in the Lord Jesus (v. 9). This revealed Paul’s heart for the
people to find their true righteousness through faith in Jesus Christ alone which comes not by
striving but through God’s power (v. 9). This was in contrast to the false teachers plaguing the
church (see Philippians 2:21, and Philippians 3:2). These “dogs” as he called them in 3:2 just before
today’s reading, were those who interfere with spiritual matters about which they didn’t have true
knowledge. These “Judaizers” sought to impose the Old Testament Law upon the Gentile church,
something which Paul wrote an entire epistle against in the Book of Galatians. The bottom line is
that it is a distortion of the true gospel of grace given by Jesus Christ when anyone attempts to
impose requirements for salvation outside of faith in Christ alone. In contrast to the false teachers
who hoped in obtaining power and success in this life, Paul looked toward the eternal future. His
hope was in gaining perfection through his personal resurrection from the dead (vv. 11-12), the first
fruits of which we see in Jesus’ resurrection from dead.

Beginning in verse 12, Paul used an athletic metaphor in saying that while running towards the
future he was striving to forget what was behind him while racing ahead towards this future hope of
resurrection “for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (v. 14). Paul frequently used
such terminology in his letters as a means of connecting with his readers with symbolism with which
they would have been familiar. He liked the Christian life as a race towards the finish, rather than a
walk in the park in which we slouch our way towards the finish that is coming upon us whether we
want it to or not. As an athlete, we take an active role in running the race, and are not just
spectators on the sidelines as the others run by us.

What does this mean for us today? We are not to look to things like what the New Testament Jews
desired like political power. We are also not to think that we can find righteousness through good
works in obedience to an elevated (and false) interpretation of the Scriptures, as did the Pharisees.
Believers are called to shift their focus not upon the things of this world but to “press on” in order to
accomplish God’s purposes. All the while we have to remember that the righteousness that we do
finally obtain is from God, not our works. Paul said clearly in Ephesians, “For by grace you have
been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so
that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). We are to take our Christian lives seriously in the same
ways that an athlete competes in a race. Although we can cheer others as they run, we too are called
to compete in the event of the Christian life. During the race we can remember that Christ is the
One from Whom comes our power, as Paul said “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens
me” (Philippians 4:13).

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The Gospel reading is from John chapter 8 in which we see Jesus’ interaction with the woman caught
in adultery. The event happened in the temple court after Jesus began to teach there early in the
morning (John 8:2-3). As you will see in the reading we are not told about that other half, the man
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involved in the adulterous affair. In the early New Testament culture, the society tolerated a larger
degree of sexual sin among men. In our day we might say something like, that is what men do. In
that day we would expect more scrutiny upon the sexual sin of woman, especially one in Jerusalem
that was outside of the sexual activities considered normal in the cults of the Roman pagan culture.
So it is in the reading that the sin of the woman is brought front and center to Jesus who is placed in
a kind of judge position, something for which Jesus was appointed before the creation of time.

Gospel Reading:

Note: This particular section of the Gospel of John is not found in the earliest manuscripts of the
New Testament and was first added to by Jerome in the year 382. If you are interested, we
encourage you to research the findings on this matter.

John 8:1-11 NAS95 1 But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 Early in the morning He came again
into the temple, and all the people were coming to Him; and He sat down and began to teach them. 3
The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman caught in adultery, and having set her in the center
of the court, 4 they said to Him, “Teacher, this woman has been caught in adultery, in the very act. 5
“Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women; what then do You say?” 6 They were
saying this, testing Him, so that they might have grounds for accusing Him. But Jesus stooped down
and with His finger wrote on the ground. 7 But when they persisted in asking Him, He straightened
up, and said to them, “He who is without sin among you, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.”
8 Again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. 9 When they heard it, they began to go out one
by one, beginning with the older ones, and He was left alone, and the woman, where she was, in the
center of the court. 10 Straightening up, Jesus said to her, “Woman, where are they? Did no one
condemn you?” 11 She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “I do not condemn you, either. Go. From
now on sin no more.”

The two opposing groups known as the scribes (the scholars and lawyers) and Pharisees (legalistic
lay people) had strong evidence against the woman, the evidence revealing that she was “caught in
the very act” (v. 4). Jesus doesn’t question the weight of evidence that they have against the woman.
However, rather than responding to their legal question which was nothing more than an attempt to
trap Him, Jesus simply stoops downs again begins writing on the ground “v. 6). Evidently He had
changed his risen from His earlier seated position, since it says in verse 2 that “He sat down and
began to teach them.” One can imagine Jesus in a submissive, kneeling position with His head held
low such that he could reach the ground on which to write. We are not told what He wrote on the
ground, but it seems evident from the reaction of His listeners that it affected them deeply. The
scribes and Pharisees expected an answer, and evidently grew impatient when Jesus failed to
answer. After the lawyers questioned Him a second time, He responded by straightening up and
saying, “He who is without sin among you, let him be the first to throw a stone at her” (v. 7), after
which He went back to His writing. This was the answer to their question regarding what should be
done with the woman caught in adultery. The oldest in the crowd responded first by leaving, until
one by one Jesus was left alone with the “convict.” Jesus then admonished her to leave and “sin no
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more” (v. 11). The completely vulnerable woman who had previously surrounded by a covey of rapt
prosecutors bearing overwhelming evidence which would certainly have convicted her was set free
by the supreme judge of all the universe (2 Timothy 4:1).

The reading makes it clear that when we examine our lives we understand that we too are sinners in
need of Jesus’ forgiveness. We have committed adultery of the heart by going after things other than
God in which we find our pleasures. Saint Paul said, “For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory
of God” (Romans 3:23). Sin is a serious matter, and God teaches us that the natural end of a non-
believer living out their life of sin is death. Paul said, “for the wages of sin is death” (Romans
6:23a).We can identify with the woman caught in adultery; a person who in that society stood
condemned and squarely caught in her sin. We can heed Jesus’ warning to her in which he says,
“From now on sin no more” (v. 11¢). We don’t naively think that the woman left the interaction with
Jesus and become the most saintly figure in Jerusalem. However, we can imagine that after being set
from the consequences of her sin that she was deeply affected by the “Word of God.” During those
times in which the Spirit of God indict us for our sin, we too can find healing from the eternal
consequences of sin even if God doesn’t deliver us from the temporal ones. In each incident in which
we find ourselves confessing the depth of our sinfulness we can celebrate that as believers in the
Lord Jesus we will be delivered from the eternal consequences of our sin.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. When was there a time in which you were caught in the very act of sin? Based upon what you
learned in the Gospel lesson, how can you imagine that Jesus would have addressed you?

2. In what ways does the story of the woman caught in adultery help you to avoid your own sin?
What about certain besetting sins that you keep committing, a cycle of sin / repent / sin?

3. How does the following verse speak to you about your own sin?
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all

unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.usccbh.org/bible/readings/031316-fifth-sunday-lent.cfm

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/
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Scripture quotations taken from the NASB

Mass Study Notes for Sunday, 3-6-2016

Christians t

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes for 3-6-2016. This week we open with a reading from
Joshua. The successor to Moses, Joshua was one of only two of the original multitude that left Egypt
who entered the Promised Land. The conquest of the land was accomplished under his leadership
with victories, defeats, and noted events. The Apostle Paul’s second letter to the church in Corinth is
the source for the second reading. These verses reveal God’s wonderful plan of reconciliation (a big
theological term) in its twofold aspect: for ourselves and through us for others. The final reading
from Luke’s Gospel includes stories of losses, a sheep, a coin, and a wayward son. The emphasis is
on what we refer to as the “Prodigal Son.” From all three readings we can learn a lot about God and
His loving relationship with His people.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first five books of the Bible are sometimes referred to as Law. The sixth book introduces the
historical books, capturing the continuing story of Israel from their entrance into the Promised Land
(under General Joshua) to their captivity and removal from the Land. In this first history book, Israel
is taken into the Land, experiences ultimate victory (with significant defeats along the way), and
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comes into a period of rest. Chapters 1-4 detail the crossing of the Jordan River and the initial arrival
in the land of Canaan. Today’s reading reports on a divine encounter with God and the renewal of
certain rituals.

First Reading:

Joshua 5:9-12 NAS95 9 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the reproach of
Egypt from you.” So the name of that place is called Gilgal to this day. 10 While the sons of Israel
camped at Gilgal they observed the Passover on the evening of the fourteenth day of the month on
the desert plains of Jericho. 11 On the day after the Passover, on that very day, they ate some of the
produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12 The manna ceased on the day after
they had eaten some of the produce of the land, so that the sons of Israel no longer had manna, but
they ate some of the yield of the land of Canaan during that year.

God appears to Joshua in this passage to encourage him. Having completed the 40 years of
wandering in the wilderness, Joshua is fully aware that only he and Caleb were among the original
emigrants from Egypt. The long wilderness journey was as a result of the sin and disobedience of
God’s people, particularly their refusal to enter the Land when they first arrived there. What a
tragedy! Literally hundreds of thousands of Israelites died on the journey. God in verse 2 seems to
be telling Joshua that now the reproach of Egypt’s opposition and the sin of the people were all in
the past. The name “Gilgal” in the Hebrew language sounds like “roll.” So their formal reproach was
rolled off. This was a new, fresh start for His people.

Two startling events occur next. First, the people observe Passover. The Passover celebration is a
vivid reminder of the deliverance of the people from Egypt. You can read about it in Exodus 12. God
sent the death angel to kill the firstborn of the Egyptian families and their cattle. The Israelites were
passed over if they splashed a bit of the blood of a slain lamb on the door posts and lintels of their
houses. It’s a magnificent illustration of the ultimate sacrifice that Jesus would make as the Lamb of
God when He gave His life for the salvation of all who will by faith accept His work on their behalf
and commit their lives to Him.

The second startling event occurred on the very next day. You will recall that for their entire
wilderness journey, the people were provided manna (and later quail) for their daily food. It was a
marvelous provision for the people, but how tedious it must have been to have the same diet day
after day after day! So, here the people are finally in the Promised Land that was said to be a land of
“milk and honey.” On this day they were able to eat of the fruit of the land they were given. After
that, the manna ceased, and from then on they could enjoy the produce of their new homeland.

How wonderful is God’s provision for those who trust Him! More than mere physical food, He offers
a personal relationship with Him that is made possible by the sacrifice of the Lamb of God. Trust
Him!
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Introduction to the Second Reading:

Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians dealt with numerous problems that had arisen in the young
church: disunity, sin, false teaching, to name a few. This second letter, in part, is a defense of his
apostleship, for there were some who questioned his authority. He also writes to encourage the
faithful and to strengthen their faith. The earlier portion of chapter 5 includes important teaching
regarding the trials of life now for the Christian but the wonderful expectation for the future.
Although we may struggle and ultimately die, he notes that “to be away from the body [is to be] at
home with the Lord” (v. 8). Then today’s passage takes us into some deep but precious truths.

Second Reading:

2 Corinthians 5:17-21 NAS95 17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things
passed away; behold, new things have come. 18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled
us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 namely, that God was in
Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has
committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though
God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 He
made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of
God in Him.

Paul’s statement that anyone in Christ is “a new creature” is astounding! He goes on to explain why
that is true. The person who is “in Christ” is one who has confessed Jesus as lord and has by faith
accepted His finished work on the cross as sufficient to cover his sin and make him right with God.
Elsewhere Paul wrote, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in

me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself
for me.” So, the believer is not only “in Christ,” but Christ is in him. The born-again Christian (John
3:3) discovers that the things of his old life are no longer of dominant interest. Everything is seen in
a new light; everything has changed.

As mentioned earlier, the next verses reveal God’s wonderful plan of reconciliation (a big theological
term) in its twofold aspect: for ourselves and through us for others. The term is more easily
understood if we think of the frequent practice of reconciling our bank statement. The bank reports
our balance is X number of dollars, but our checkbook may show a different number. We have to
bring those figures into balance; that’s called reconciliation. Verses 19 and 20 tell us how it has
happened when we are reconciled with God. He did it through Christ. We had a debt to pay because
of our sin. (“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” Paul wrote in Romans 3:23). Jesus
paid that debt by accepting the punishment due us and satisfying God’s demand for justice, so that
he is “not counting [our] trespasses against [us].” So, we can be reconciled with God when we
accept God’s gracious provision.

Paul continues to show us that, having been reconciled to God, we now have the responsibility of
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taking that message of reconciliation to those who have not yet been restored to God by faith. He
says that message has been “committed” to us. In fact, he calls us “ambassadors for Christ.” When
we share God’s truth with others, we are officially representing God; we are authorized and
commissioned to do so. It is not a responsibility we can shirk or take lightly.

The final statement in today’s reading is mind-boggling. The whole matter of reconciliation (or
salvation in the broader sense) is because of the willingness of Jesus to “be sin on our behalf.” It’s
beyond human imagination: the perfect, sinless, holy Son of God, who experienced life as we do but
without sin, was willing to take our sin, bear it and its penalty for us so we can experience God’s
righteousness. If you have not yet accepted this gracious gift of God, do so now and begin living as
that new creature he spoke of earlier.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

Luke 15 includes three parables, all about lost things. Parables are stories with familiar images and
characters that illustrate important truths—truths that are made clear by the telling of a simple
story. Often, no interpretation is necessary; the application is obvious. At other times Jesus uses
parables that are understood by His disciples but are not clear to hearers who are not sincerely
looking for truth. Note that in this instance, Jesus is speaking to the Pharisees and scribes who were
complaining that Jesus “receives sinners and eats with them.” They were the audience that Jesus
taught using these three stories.

Gospel Reading:
Note: Verses 4 - 10 that were omitted from the reading are included below for context.

Luke 15:1-32 NAS95 1 Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him to listen to
Him. 2 Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, “This man receives sinners and
eats with them.” 3 So He told them this parable, saying,

4 “What man among you, if he has a hundred sheep and has lost one of them, does not leave the
ninety-nine in the open pasture and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? 5 “When he has
found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 “And when he comes home, he calls together his
friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was
lost!” 7 “I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 8 “Or what woman, if she has ten
silver coins and loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and search carefully until
she finds it? 9 “When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice
with me, for I have found the coin which I had lost!” 10 “In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in
the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
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11 And He said, “A man had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me
the share of the estate that falls to me.” So he divided his wealth between them. 13 “And not many
days later, the younger son gathered everything together and went on a journey into a distant
country, and there he squandered his estate with loose living. 14 “Now when he had spent
everything, a severe famine occurred in that country, and he began to be impoverished. 15 “So he
went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, and he sent him into his fields to
feed swine. 16 “And he would have gladly filled his stomach with the pods that the swine were
eating, and no one was giving anything to him. 17 “But when he came to his senses, he said, ‘How
many of my father’s hired men have more than enough bread, but I am dying here with hunger! 18 ‘I
will get up and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in
your sight; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired men.”* 20
“So he got up and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and
felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 “And the son said to him,
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
22 “But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a
ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; 23 and bring the fattened calf, kill it, and let us eat and
celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been
found.” And they began to celebrate. 25 “Now his older son was in the field, and when he came and
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 “And he summoned one of the servants and
began inquiring what these things could be. 27 “And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and
your father has killed the fattened calf because he has received him back safe and sound.” 28 “But
he became angry and was not willing to go in; and his father came out and began pleading with him.
29 “But he answered and said to his father, ‘Look! For so many years I have been serving you and I
have never neglected a command of yours; and yet you have never given me a young goat, so that I
might celebrate with my friends; 30 but when this son of yours came, who has devoured your wealth
with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him.” 31 “And he said to him, ‘Son, you have always
been with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 ‘But we had to celebrate and rejoice, for this brother
of yours was dead and has begun to live, and was lost and has been found."”

The first parable is simple to understand. For a shepherd to lose one of his flock is disastrous. He
will go to almost any length to find that single sheep. When he finds it, he rejoices and calls his
friend together to rejoice with him. Jesus makes an interesting application to the story. He likens it
to the rejoicing in heaven when a single sinner repents and is reconciled to God.

The second story has a very similar concluding statement: “There is joy in the presence of the angels
of God over one sinner who repents.” In this story a woman has lost one of her ten coins, perhaps
the total of all her assets. Like the shepherd, she goes on a serious search, checking every nook and
cranny of her house until she finds the missing coin. She, also, calls her friends to come and
celebrate the find.
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One can readily conclude from these two stories that God is in the search-and-rescue business. As
Peter put it, God does not want “anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9).
All of heaven’s beings rejoice when a rescue is successful and a lost one repents and returns to God.
But Jesus tells one more story, this one in great detail that emphasizes God’s great love for a lost
one. It is commonly referred to as the story of The Prodigal Son.

The reader is probably familiar with the story. The younger of two sons asks his father for his
inheritance. He doesn’t give a reason, but the succeeding events indicate that he wanted out from
the confining influences of home so he could live life as he wanted to. Surprisingly, perhaps, the
father gives him what he asks and does the same for his older brother who remains at home and
continues his usual life working the homestead with the father. The younger son goes far from home
geographically and in every other sense, as well. He spends his inheritance in “loose living,” wasting
it all on his selfish desires. His dream of fun and fulfillment was burst by his wastefulness that
became acute in the midst of a famine in the land he had fled to. Life became a nightmare, and he
was disgraced to take a job feeding pigs (exceedingly distasteful to faithful Jews).

“When he came to his senses,” he realized that the servants at his father’s house had it much better
than he was experiencing life, so he vowed to return home, humble himself, and beg to live as a
servant. Apparently, he had come to a full appreciation of what he had lost and that it was his own
sinful pride, greed, and desire for the “good life” that had brought him down to the gutter. We can’t
be sure about what he expected of his father. Surely, he hoped for acceptance back onto the farm as
a lowly servant, but he probably would not have anticipated the response of his father to his return.

What follows is an amazing illustration of the unfathomable love and grace of God. It seems that the
father had been on the lookout for his son, and he hastened to greet him, to welcome him, and to
present him with multiple tokens of his love and forgiveness. And like the first two stories, a
celebration follows the son’s return, and there are a banquet, gifts, forgiveness, and rejoicing. Oh,
but there’s a catch—not everyone rejoices. Now we are re-introduced to the elder son, who, perhaps,
is the real prodigal. He has been faithful in his work for the father, but apparently, his heart is not
open to receive or forgive his brother. The elder brother had enjoyed his home and work, and he had
his inheritance. Why should he be upset? Why couldn’t he rejoice at the return of his brother?
Perhaps Jesus was drawing a verbal picture of some in His audience that day. Was He thinking of the
Pharisees and scribes, who like the older brother were deceived in their own self-righteousness?

The three parables clearly illustrate the value of every human being. Like the sheep, the coin, and
the son, God highly values the lost ones, and he deeply loves those who have not yet repented and
accepted His gracious offer to reconcile them to Himself.

Bottom Line: Questions for Reflection

1. With which of the sons in the story of the prodigal son do you identify with most, the elder or the
prodigal himself? Why?
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2. How do you feel about the reaction of the father upon the return of his youngest son? Do you feel
that the youngest go what he deserved, or what he didn’t deserve? In what ways does the father’s
love for his son(s) emulate the characteristics that we see of God the Father in the Scriptures?

Readings for the Week

Note: For a listing of readings for the Roman Catholic Mass, visit this web site:

http://www.uscch.org/bible/readings/030616-fourth-sunday-lent.cfm

Source(s):

Online Scripture verses for most Bible versions can be found at: http://www.biblegateway.com/

Scripture quotations taken from the NASB
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