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Sunday Mass Study Notes for Sunday,
01-20-2019

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes. This week we open with an Old Testament reading from
the prophecy of Isaiah, speaking about the future restoration of Israel. Then we move to Paul’s first
letter to the Corinthian church. In this portion he writes about the variety of spiritual gifts that God
has given the people of the church. We conclude with a reading from the fourth Gospel, John, and
the story of Jesus’ first recorded miracle, turning water to wine. These passages should give the
Christian great confidence in the blessed provision that God has made for those who trust and follow
Him.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The prophet Isaiah lived and ministered for 40 years in the last half of the eighth century BC. In that
day Israel was rampant with sin, and she pretty much ignored God’s Word. Interspersed with the
prophet’s preaching against sin and declaring God’s holiness and justice is an emphasis on the
salvation God offers His people. In fact, the word salvation appears in Isaiah more than any other
book of the Bible except the Psalms. Thus, he writes and speaks of the love of God and the salvation
to come with Messiah. It is of special note, perhaps, that Isaiah’s name means “the salvation of
Jehovah.” As you read the assigned passage, note the expression “the mouth of the LORD” which
appears throughout the book but is unique to Isaiah.
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First Reading:

Isaiah 62:1-5 NAS95 1 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, And for Jerusalem’s sake I will not
keep quiet, Until her righteousness goes forth like brightness, And her salvation like a torch that
is burning. 2 The nations will see your righteousness, And all kings your glory; And you will be
called by a new name Which the mouth of the LORD will designate. 3 You will also be a crown of
beauty in the hand of the LORD, And a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 4 It will no longer
be said to you, “Forsaken,” Nor to your land will it any longer be said, “Desolate”; But you will
be called, “My delight is in her,” And your land, “Married”; For the LORD delights in you, And to
Him your land will be married. 5 For as a young man marries a virgin, So your sons will marry
you; And as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, So your God will rejoice over you.

The subject of chapter 62 of Isaiah is the restoration of Israel. In spite of her sinfulness and
disobedience, God has a wonderful plan for His people, and Isaiah writes these words of
encouragement. Zion is another name for Israel’s capital, Jerusalem, the city of David. When she is
restored, her righteousness and salvation will be a bright light (“a torch that is burning”) so that all
the nations of the world will recognize her as God’s holy people. Israel will be seen as “a crown of
beauty” and “a royal diadem” in God’s hand.

Israel will have a new name; “Forsaken” and “Desolate” will be replaced by “My delight is in her”
and “Married.” It might put us in mind of the New Testament teaching regarding the Church as the
Bride of Christ. Later in the chapter (verse 12), Israel is described as “The Holy People,” “The
Redeemed of the LORD,” and “Sought Out.” God’s chosen people will have a universal reputation
and other nations will seek her out, recognizing her unique relationship with God.

Verse 5 uses poetic imagery to illustrate that the inhabitants of Jerusalem will delight in their
dwelling place. The picture, as one writer has said, “leaves an overwhelming impression of joy
delight, righteousness, beauty, safety, and peace.” Moreover, God is said to “rejoice over you,” like a
groom delights in his bride. God’s wonderful plan of redemption not only delivers His people from
sin and depravity but, more than that, restores them to a place of righteousness, exalting them
above all other nations, and making them a blessing to the nations.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians deals with a number of problems, disagreements, and even
divisions in the church body. Paul writes to answer questions, to correct misunderstandings, and to
give clear instructions. Chapters 12-14 deal with spiritual gifts, a topic of great importance, because
these gifts are given by God to His people for the express purpose of enabling them to do His work
in building up the church and evangelizing a lost world. Chapter 12’s emphasis is on the giving of
the gifts and what they are essentially. Paul begins the chapter by pointing out that no one is a true
Christian (one who says, “Jesus is Lord”) unless the Holy Spirit has done His miraculous work of
grace in bringing him to faith. Then the writer launches his significant teaching regarding spiritual
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gifts.

Second Reading:

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 NAS95 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there
are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God
who works all things in all persons. 7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for
the common good. 8 For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another
the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and
to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 and to another the effecting of miracles, and to
another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of
tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all
these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.

First, note that while Paul acknowledges the variety of God’s endowments, he uses significantly
different terms to describe them: “gifts,” “ministries,” effects.” He also attributes the giving of these
endowments to the Trinity: “the same Spirit,” the same Lord,” and “the same God.” It is abundantly
clear that whatever the gifts are and however they are to be used, they are the gifts of an almighty,
all-knowing God who does all things right. We must understand how Paul, inspired by the Holy
Spirit, uses these terms.

“Gifts” given by the Spirit, v. 4, suggests abilities, equipping, endowments, an actual skill or
capability to do something. “Ministries” given by the Lord, v. 5, have to do with opportunities,
appointments, assignments, the particular tasks that the gifted one is to pursue. “Effects” given by
God, v. 6, represent the work, the results, or accomplishments. Several important conclusions should
be noted right away. First, spiritual gifts are not self-created; they are given by God. Second, the
place or task given the individual Christian is not of his own choosing; it is assigned in God’s
wisdom. Third, the results are because of God’s working through the gifted believer; He is the one
“who works all things in all persons.”

One of the most important factors to understand regarding gifts is that they are not given primarily
for the benefit of the gifted person. Paul makes it clear that they are given “for the common good,”
v. 8. The gifted Christian, then, has no basis for pride in his gift. It isn’t for his own gain (although he
undoubtedly does benefit when he obediently exercises his gift as God directs him); it is for the
spiritual growth of the body of Christ, the church.

Paul lists a number of spiritual gifts in this passage, but the list is neither restricted nor exhaustive.
There are other passages that mention gifts (e.g. Romans 12:6-8 and 1 Peter 4:10-11), and it is likely
that the sum of them all is only representative of the enabling, opportunities, and results that God
alone can give. It is important to remember that it is all of God, both to the distribution of the gifts
and their results. It is the “one and the same Spirit [who] works all these things.”

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:
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John’s Gospel is different from the other three, often called “the synoptic Gospels,” meaning that
they are written from a similar viewpoint. John’s is unique; for example, he doesn’t include anything
about the birth, baptism, temptation, transfiguration, or the ascension of Jesus. He includes only ten
miracles (while the others have 18-20) and one parable (the others have from 5-20). But there are
many important issues that only John includes. His purpose is expressed in chapter 20, verse 31:
These have been written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing you may have life in His name.

Gospel Reading:

John 2:1-11 NAS95 1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of
Jesus was there; 2 and both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. 3 When the
wine ran out, the mother of Jesus *said to Him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her,
“Woman, what does that have to do with us? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to
the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.” 6 Now there were six stone waterpots set there
for the Jewish custom of purification, containing twenty or thirty gallons each. 7 Jesus said to
them, “Fill the waterpots with water.” So they filled them up to the brim. 8 And He said to them,
“Draw some out now and take it to the headwaiter.” So they took it to him. 9 When the
headwaiter tasted the water which had become wine, and did not know where it came from (but
the servants who had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter called the bridegroom, 10 and
said to him, “Every man serves the good wine first, and when the people have drunk freely, then
he serves the poorer wine; but you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This beginning of His
signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him.

We don’t know who the bride and groom were at this wedding, but John tells us about some of the
noted guests: Jesus, His disciples, and most notably, “the mother of Jesus.” The story is familiar to
most Bible readers: they ran out of wine at the wedding reception. Mary reports the need to Jesus as
if to ask Him to do something about it. What was she really asking of Him? After all, she knew who
He really was and had pondered the events of His life (Luke 2:38, 51). She had seen His remarkable
demonstration in the Jerusalem Temple with the scholars (Luke 2:51). She no doubt longed to be
relieved of the stigma attached to His birth (cf. John 8:41). And she probably thought that this
occasion would be an ideal opportunity for Him to declare His origin and identity. Jesus’ answer
sounds rather harsh to us, but what he said to her probably was intended to inform her that what He
would do would not achieve what she had in mind. It wasn’t yet time for a full disclosure of His
purposes.

Nonetheless, Jesus did perform the first of His public miracles, and the headwaiter was amazed at
the better quality of this new wine compared to what had been served earlier. When Jesus exercises
His power, it always produces the very best results! Verse 11 indicates that this miracle clearly
demonstrated His glory and, as a result, His disciples “believed Him.” The wonders that Jesus
performed from this point on confirmed to His followers that He was more than a mere mortal. He
was God in the flesh, as John clearly taught in chapter 1. The writer makes a most significant
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statement when he identifies this miracle as the “beginning of His signs.” John includes seven signs
in his Gospel, which are performed as verification of His identity as Messiah, the promised anointed
one.

Reflection Questions

List two ways in which you are anticipating with joyful expectation the fulfillment of God’s1.
promise to restore His people?

List two or three of the special gifts God has given you. In what ways are you using it to serve2.
God’s church?

Discuss your understanding of how Jesus is the living “Word of God.” How is a living person3.
also the “word”?

Mass-Study-Notes-for-Sunday_01-20-2019.pdfDownload

Sunday Mass Study Notes for Sunday,
1-13-2019

https://christiansforchrist.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Mass-Study-Notes-for-Sunday_01-20-2019.pdf
https://christiansforchrist.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Mass-Study-Notes-for-Sunday_01-20-2019.pdf
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/weekly-study-notes-for-the-sunday-mass/01-13-2019/
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/weekly-study-notes-for-the-sunday-mass/01-13-2019/


Study Notes for the Sunday Mass  Published by Christians for Christ Ministries.  We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures.  “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

   Page # 6 of 33  Link:
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/recent-posts-on-christians-for-christ/page/26/?Itemid=284

This week we will again look at Isaiah and a prophecy concerning Jesus. Then we will move onto a
study of Jesus’ baptism and discuss Jesus’ nature as both God and Man along with his radical
obedience to the Father’s plan for His life. Because of the concepts covered in the readings we
are going to change the order of the analysis such that we cover the first reading, Gospel
reading, and finally the second reading in that order.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The first reading is from Isaiah 42, the alternate is from chapter 40 and won’t be covered today. This
is the first of what is known as Isaiah’s “Servant Songs.” This first song continues past the end of
today’s reading in verse 7 onward to verse 10. The Servant Songs prove in a powerful way that Jesus
of Nazareth is God’s Righteous Servant, the long awaited Messiah. The overall preceding context is
the preparation of Judah’s return from captivity at Babylon, something we know happened during
the times of Nehemiah. As you read, take careful note of the characteristic of the Servant.

First Reading:

Isaiah 42:1-7 NAS95 1 “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul
delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 “He will not
cry out or raise His voice, Nor make His voice heard in the street. 3 “A bruised reed He will not
break And a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish; He will faithfully bring forth justice. 4
“He will not be disheartened or crushed Until He has established justice in the earth; And the
coastlands will wait expectantly for His law.” 5 Thus says God the LORD, Who created the
heavens and stretched them out, Who spread out the earth and its offspring, Who gives breath
to the people on it And spirit to those who walk in it, 6 “I am the LORD, I have called you in
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righteousness, I will also hold you by the hand and watch over you, And I will appoint you as a
covenant to the people, As a light to the nations, 7 To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners
from the dungeon And those who dwell in darkness from the prison.

Isaiah said in verse six that God’s Servant would be a light to the nations, which means to the
Gentiles. Last week we discussed the revealing of this marvelous mystery, that the Messiah would
bring salvation not only to the Jews but also to the Gentiles. Here God reaffirms that message, and
stated that the Messiah would be appointed “as a covenant to the people, As a light to the nations
(Gentiles), To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the dungeon, And those who dwell in
darkness from the prison” (vv. 6e-7). God compared the spiritual darkness of the Gentiles with blind
people (7a), and with those in prison living in darkness (v. 7b-ff). Note that the only person in that
society that would have had the authority to free an entire people group from prison was the King.
Also, remember that in those days the prisons were gruesome dark places. Isaiah said that the
future Servant, whom we know as Jesus, would act with kingly authority to free the prisoners from
darkness. Saint Paul confirms this by saying, “For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and
transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son” (Col 1:13).

You may wonder what Isaiah meant in verse 3 when he said, “A bruised reed He will not break, And
a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish.” A lack of social justice was one of the primary themes
of Isaiah, with widows and orphans especially oppressed (Isaiah 1:17). The reed referred to the weak
people in the world, those wounded souls that truly need and seek the Messiah to save them. The
“dimly burning wick” was symbolic of something which would have to be nurtured to keep going, a
tiny flame which required kindling in order to make enough of a fire for a person to use. The
Messiah won’t stamp out the flame, He will enliven it! In fact, Jesus quoted the Septuagint (the
Greek translation of the Old Testament) version of this text to prove that His coming was the
fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy. Jesus said, “A BATTERED REED HE WILL NOT BREAK OFF, AND A
SMOLDERING WICK HE WILL NOT PUT OUT, UNTIL HE LEADS JUSTICE TO VICTORY” (Matthew
12:20).

What does this Servant Song mean for us today? First we can be sure that Jesus fulfilled this
prophecy and came as the servant Messiah. The delight of the Father was on Him and the Spirit of
the Lord was in Him. This same Messiah, the Righteous One, is the One in whom we put our trust to
bring us salvation. He is worthy of our worship, our faith and our surrender. Second, as we
surrender, we can trust that He will not take advantage of our weakened condition. In fact, on the
contrary, He will nurture us and bring us to a place of fuller relationship with the Father. He will
enliven what little faith we have as we open our hearts up to Him to do His good work in us. Lastly,
the message of salvation is not just a theoretical freedom from the strangle-hold of sin, but an
experiential reality that Jesus wants us to grow up into. He has set us free from the tyranny of sin
and we no longer need to live in the dark prison that Satan had us in. Unfortunately, many of us do
not know of this freedom and continue to live in the dungeon of guilt, worry and fear. “If the Son
sets you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:36).
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Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

As we move onto the second reading and the Gospel message, I would like to share some
background of the key figures in Church history to provide you with a better understanding of the
occasion of Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist. One of my hobbies has been the study of Church
history and especially some of the main characters who played a role in shaping the doctrines held
by Christian believers in what would be future times for them. In some cases, these characters
postulated theological theories that, with adequate biblical support, became accepted by the early
Church. Yet others proposed heretical ideas that during the process of being opposed by the Church
led to the unexpected result of calcifying the true beliefs of the Church. In essence what happened
was that when theological incorrect ideas came along, the church was forced to examine their
presuppositions and beliefs more closely in order to state more clearly what they believed. For
example, Marcion of Sinope, who was the son of an early bishop and in the early Second Century,
proposed an early and incorrect canon of the Bible that ultimately led to the Church responding with
one which was accepted by the early Church leaders. Another in this latter category was Nestorius
Archbishop of Constantinople who, although later denied the teaching for which he was accused,
proposed that the human Jesus and the divine Christ were two different persons. He was condemned
at the Council of Ephesus in 431. This brings us to a fellow named Eutyches whose teachings are
important for us in understanding the Gospel message for today.

Eutyches was a presbyter at Constantinople and opposed Nestorius at the Council of Ephesus. He
founded the teaching known as Monophysitism which said that Jesus had only one nature, rather
than maintaining His divine nature and adding a human nature after his birth through Blessed Mary
(Luke 1:48). Eutyches said that Jesus’ human and divine natures were combined into the single
nature of Christ “without any alteration, absorption or confusion: that of the incarnate Word.” While
some may maintain that this is theological hair splitting similar to asking “How many angels can fit
on the head of a pin” it is extremely important that we understand the nature of Jesus. If Jesus
wasn’t fully man then how could he have fulfilled the Law. He also wouldn’t have understood what it
was like to live in our fallen world. If Jesus wasn’t fully divine He couldn’t have atoned for the sin of
the entire world. Jesus said, “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not
come to abolish them, but to fulfill” (Mt 5:17). And the author of Hebrews said, “For we do not have
a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all
things as we are, yet without sin” (Heb 4:15). Somehow, Jesus was both fully man and fully God. The
response of the Church to Eutyches was to formulate doctrine along the lines that Jesus was a
unified whole being Who consisted fully of both human and divine nature without defining some
magical quotient of the degree of mixing of the two. Jesus was 100% human and 100% divine! To say
anything less would be a violation of the clear teaching of Scripture.

Jesus emptied Himself of the independent use of His divine attributes during His earthly ministry.
We see this in Paul’s Letter to the Philippians.

6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be
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grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the
likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. (Philippians 2:6-8)

Let’s step back and summarize since we are juggling a lot of balls in the study today. We spoke
about Isaiah’s prophecy that Jesus would be God’s Righteous Servant, acting as light to Gentiles and
all people, and One whom would free the poor and oppressed people from spiritual darkness. In our
overview of some important historical figures of Church history, we discussed the controversy over
the nature of Jesus brought about by Eutyches, which led the Church to formulate theology about
Jesus’ nature consisting of both human and divine as a unified whole Being without a formula to the
degree of mixing between the two natures. As we move to the Gospel reading we will see that since
Jesus was 100% human (and 100% divine, how can that be?), as God’s Righteous Servant He would
have to submit Himself to the full measure of the Law. This meant living in submission to the plan of
salvation predicated by His Father, which included the program of John the Baptist as the
forerunner in the spirit of Elijah. As we will see, Jesus submitted to John’s baptism of repentance to
demonstrate his full compliance with the divine plan of the Father.

Gospel Reading:

Luke 3:15-22 NAS95 15 Now while the people were in a state of expectation and all were
wondering in their hearts about John, as to whether he was the Christ, 16 John answered and
said to them all, “As for me, I baptize you with water; but One is coming who is mightier than I,
and I am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in His hand to thoroughly clear His threshing floor, and to gather
the wheat into His barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18 So with many
other exhortations he preached the gospel to the people. 19 But when Herod the tetrarch was
reprimanded by him because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of all the wicked
things which Herod had done, 20 Herod also added this to them all: he locked John up in prison.
21 Now when all the people were baptized, Jesus was also baptized, and while He was praying,
heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily form like a dove, and
a voice came out of heaven, “You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.”

Jesus had to fulfill all righteousness, and part of this was to submit to John’s baptism of repentance.
The Jews of that era were used to repeated ceremonial washings. However, John’s baptism
represented a person’s one-time public confession of repentance, a willingness to turn from their sin
and to the plan of God for their lives. Even though Jesus was sinless in His essence as God, He had
to live a perfect, sinless life as a man, and this meant submitting to the Father’s will through the
ministry of John the Baptist. Otherwise, when King Herod came to kill all of the infants, as we saw
last week, Jesus’ death would have atoned for the sin of the world and that would have been the end
of His ministry. “But God” had other ideas, and Jesus submitted to the Father’s wishes. “For we do
not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted
in all things as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). We can celebrate that Jesus was willing to
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submit to the Father’s plan.

As we make the sign of the cross, we can remember Jesus’ baptism and how it demonstrated the
reality of the Holy Trinity. We saw during the baptism that the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus the
Son like a dove (v.16e), and the Father announced, ” This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-
pleased (v.17b). God said through Isaiah in the first reading, “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold;
My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him” (Isaiah 42:1). God is
delighted in His Righteous Servant, and He delights in us as servants of the Lord Jesus.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

This reading is from Acts 10, the alternate reading from Titus 2 won’t be covered. As we finish with
the second reading, take note of what we said earlier about Isaiah’s prophecy regarding freedom for
the Gentiles living in darkness, as well as how Jesus was obedient to God as a Servant, even
submitting to baptism by John the Baptist.

Second Reading:

Acts 10:34-38 NAS95 34 Opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that
God is not one to show partiality, 35 but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what
is right is welcome to Him. 36 “The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace
through Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all) — 37 you yourselves know the thing which took place
throughout all Judea, starting from Galilee, after the baptism which John proclaimed. 38 “You
know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how
He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with
Him.

Peter said that God’s offer of salvation through faith in Jesus was available to everyone, Jews and
Gentiles alike. He said that God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit and with power (38b). Read
verse one from the first reading in Isaiah again. “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen
one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the
nations” (Isaiah 42:1). Do you see how precisely the prophecy was fulfilled through Jesus? This is the
One in whom we trust.

Reflection Questions

1. When Jesus went to John to be baptized, he made a public statement about his willingness to
submit to the Father’s plan through whatever form it would take. Though the Scriptures didn’t seem
to foretell the event of Jesus’ baptism, there was plenty of prophecy regarding the obedient nature
that God’s Servant Messiah would take. Reflect upon the following verses from Isaiah regarding our
Suffering Servant the Lord Jesus.
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1 Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2
For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, And like a root out of parched ground; He
has no stately form or majesty That we should look upon Him, Nor appearance that we
should be attracted to Him. 3 He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face, He was despised, and
we did not esteem Him. 4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried;
Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But He was
pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening
for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. 6 All of us like sheep
have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the
iniquity of us all To fall on Him. 7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not
open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before
its shearers, So He did not open His mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment He was taken
away; And as for His generation, who considered That He was cut off out of the land of the
living, For the transgression of my people to whom the stroke was due? 9 His grave was
assigned with wicked men, Yet He was with a rich man in His death, Because He had done
no violence, Nor was there any deceit in His mouth. 10 But the LORD was pleased To crush
Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His
offspring, He will prolong His days, And the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His
hand. 11 As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; By His
knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, As He will bear their
iniquities. (Isaiah 53:1-11)

How does understanding the radical obedience of Jesus empower you to answer the calling that God
has placed upon your life?

2. In what ways have you made a public profession of your faith? As the New Year dawns, what is at
least one way in which you could accomplish this during the upcoming year?
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My Personal Testimony

Have you ever been so honest that it scared you? When I began writing my first song called “House
of Secrets,” I scared myself. Even though my family and I had agreed to share our story of
transformation, it dawned on me, “are we revealing our dark past to everyone? Are we exposing our
family’s secrets to the world?” At first I thought, this topic is “too heavy.” Can we turn the spotlight
on family dysfunctionality and sexual abuse? A sense of vulnerability gripped my soul as I began to
write the song. For so long, fake smiles had shrouded our family’s dark secrets, that speaking the
truth out loud felt unfamiliar. But I believe what God did in my life in the midst of my suffering
shouldn’t be kept a secret. 

At 2lbs. 11oz. I was born fighting for my life. My identical twin won first place in our first race,
beating me by one whole minute. From the moment I entered the world, I fought long and hard to
survive. A month-long stay in the hospital would be the first of many battles ahead of me. 

A house of secrets meant that externally, we were a picture-perfect family but internally, we were all
trying to find ways to survive the trauma and abuse. My grandfather sexually abused me at the age
of 7. I told my father what happened but it was of no help, as he himself was an abuser. I watched
my father rape my twin sister and my younger sister would be his next victim—she was only 11 years
old. 

My older brother was victim of my father’s death brutal physical abuse, to the point of almost taking
his life. Paralyzed by fear, my mother closed the door to our suffering. Her unresolved childhood
trauma kept her captive. She became numb, and lost sight of her identity and self-worth.
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We were a house full of pain, lies, and abuse, all while going to the house of God. Both of my parents
served as leaders in the church. I found it hard to understand God’s love and purpose for my life. My
image of all good and God was tainted. I would hear how good God was and how He had a purpose
for each and every one of us. How could this be? How can a God who is love, who is good, allow all
this pain to happen in my family? 

I Chose Forgiveness
At the age of 15, I sat at youth camp and listened very intently to a preacher’s sermon. I remember
him saying, “if you don’t forgive, you can’t be free!” I wanted to be free! I wanted to feel alive! I
truly wanted to experience God’s goodness for myself. It would require me to start tearing down the
walls I built up along the way, shutting everyone out, so they couldn’t hurt me. I wanted to be done
with pain—even the pain I was causing myself. By the end of that service, I asked God to help start
the renovation of my mind and my heart. Right then and there, I let go and chose forgiveness. 

I began journaling, journaling turned into songwriting, and songwriting gave me a voice to share my
story through music. I didn’t realize it then, but as I was writing, I found my healing and my
purpose. I believe one person’s story is someone else’s hope. 

My hope in telling my story is to share with you that God never left you. He sees you. He is waiting
with open arms for you the prodigal, for you the broken, for you the hopeless. He is a good God and
He loves you more than you know! The hope that turned my story around was Jesus. He can turn
your story around! Whatever pain, whatever experiences, no matter what kind of dysfunctional
background you come from, you can change the cycle! My family is living proof,  I am living proof!
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Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes. The gift-giving season of Christmas has just passed from
our radar screens. However, the tradition of gift giving is found in each of the readings of the mass
this week. In the Old Testament reading, we see that people will give gifts to Jesus, the King, who
will reign on earth during His second advent. The New Testament reading shows us how St. Paul
was God’s gift to the Gentiles. In addition, the Gospel reading recounts the story of the Wise Men
who came from the East to give gifts to Jesus during His first advent.

Introduction to the Second Reading: (Not Normal Order This Week)

This week we are first going to examine the second reading from Saint Paul because the first
reading from Isaiah and Gospel lesson from Saint Matthew must be studied together in light of the
insights from Paul. The second reading is Ephesians Chapter Three where Paul unveiled a mystery
that had been hidden throughout the ages until after Jesus’ First Advent, what we just celebrated at
Christmas. As you read this section of Ephesians (without all of the skipped verses) try to select the
single verse that Saint Paul provided which summarized this mystery.

Second Reading:

1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles– 2 if indeed
you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace which was given to me for you; 3 that by
revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. 4 And by
referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5
which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed
to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit; 6 to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs
and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the
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Gospel, (Ephesians 3:1-6)

Even though Saint Paul did minister to the Jews (see for example Acts 13:14) his primary ministry
was to the Gentiles. In contrast, Peter’s main ministry was to the Jews. Paul, through the providence
of the Holy Spirit, said that God placed him into the position of stewardship over the Gentile
believers in the Church (verses 1 – 2). He said elsewhere in Galatians, “But on the contrary, seeing
that I had been entrusted with the Gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the
circumcised” (Galatians 2:7). God determined that the primary focus of his ministry was to give the
Gospel to the Gentiles, the same way that He sent Saint Peter to bring the message to the Jews.
Though God set Paul apart to concentrate his ministry on the Gentile people, his background was
that of a devout Jew (Philippians 3:5) and his heart was set upon winning the Jews to the Kingdom of
God.

In this week’s reading, the mystery was that the Gentiles would be gloriously grafted (Romans
11:17) into the people of God through the Church. It is important to understand, at least from a high
level, Paul’s background while we discuss this mystery which was revealed to him. He was formerly
a member of the Jewish group known as the Pharisees, a cult which we have discussed extensively in
the context of Jesus’ interactions with them. The Pharisees were a group of devout Jews who from all
accounts would have abhorred the concept of unconverted Gentiles joining their strictly Jewish sect.
A modern analogy would be to think of the children’s game where the goal is to hammer round and
square wooden pegs into their respectively shaped holes. One could never hammer a square peg into
a round hole regardless of how forcefully a person went about it or how talented they were, and
regardless of their background. In the same way, the Pharisees could never have in their wildest
imaginations envisioned a time when large populations of Gentiles would be invited and
subsequently accepted into the family of God. They should have envisioned this as the Old Testament
Scriptures predicted that this would happen. Isaiah said, “Then it will come about in that day That
the nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a signal for the peoples; And His
resting place will be glorious” (Isaiah 11:10, emphasis added). The concept of the Gentiles coming to
God appeared throughout the Old Testament. We see this again in Isaiah in the section being
covered today in the first reading, which with the benefit of history we find that this was in the
context of Jesus’ Second Advent. “And nations will come to your light, And kings to the brightness
of your rising” (Isaiah 60:3, emphasis added). The square pegs of the Gentiles will then fit nicely into
round holes through God’s mysterious unveiling of His divine plan of the Church. If you are not of
Jewish heritage, but consider yourself a part of God’s family through faith in Jesus Christ, then you
can thank God for using the life of St. Paul to bring about this paradigm shift. Yes, even the Gentiles
are fellow heirs, fellow members and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the
Gospel.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The quotation above from Isaiah brings us to the first reading, found in Chapter 60. As we said
before, with the benefit of history and hindsight we understand that this section of Isaiah refers to
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the Second Advent of Jesus Christ, namely when He returns in glory. With this context in mind, study
the reading and take special note of the gifts that the Gentile believers will bring to the LORD.

First Reading:

1 “Arise, shine; for your light has come, And the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2 For
behold, darkness will cover the earth, And deep darkness the peoples; But the LORD will rise
upon you, And His glory will appear upon you. 3 And nations will come to your light, And kings
to the brightness of your rising. 4 Lift up your eyes round about, and see; They all gather
together, they come to you. Your sons will come from afar, And your daughters will be carried in
the arms. 5 Then you will see and be radiant, And your heart will thrill and rejoice; Because the
abundance of the sea will be turned to you, The wealth of the nations will come to you. 6 A
multitude of camels will cover you, The young camels of Midian and Ephah; All those from
Sheba will come; They will bring gold and frankincense, And will bear good news of the praises
of the LORD. (Isaiah 60:1-6)

Isaiah said that God would use “deep darkness” (v.2a) to bring Gentiles (the nations, v.3a) to Him.
The Old Testament Prophets referred to this time of deep darkness as the “Day of the Lord,”
something which we discussed at length in the study for November 2, 2013. The timing of the Day of
the Lord was hidden from the Prophets, but what we know is that it occurs just before Jesus’ Second
Coming and in the context of the Great Tribulation spoken of in the Book of Revelation Chapters 6 –
18. During this period God will accomplish two objectives. First, He will complete His disciplining of
the Nation of Israel, bringing them to return to Him, and second He will judge the godless,
unbelieving Gentiles remaining on the earth. After this time, Jerusalem will become the capital city
of the universe. The Prophet Ezekiel said, “Thus says the Lord GOD, ‘This is Jerusalem; I have set
her at the center of the nations, with lands around her’” (Ezekiel 5:5) and about the Jews “who live
at the center of the world” (Ezekiel 38:12e). God will use the tribulation of the end-time period to
bring believers from all nations to Him, while the unbelievers will be permanently excluded from
God’s eternal Kingdom (Revelation 22:15).

Note the types of gifts that the future Gentile leaders will bring to King Jesus. “They will bring gold
and frankincense, And will bear good news of the praises of the LORD” (Isaiah 60:6d). Throughout
history, gold has been the most valuable of all metals. It’s a rare and valuable treasure, and the
perfect commodity that never degrades – making it an excellent gift to bring to Jesus, who is
reigning as LORD. Frankincense is something very familiar to any Catholic, as this material
produces a most pleasant aroma when burned and has the smell of perfume in its native form. I was
an altar boy for most of my younger years and was frequently in close proximity to the priest burning
this sweet swelling material. The burning of incense is symbolic of the prayers of the faithful rising
to heaven (Revelation 5:8). The future world leaders will present their gifts of gold and incense
directly to the Source of their salvation, the Lord Himself! What a joyous occasion this will be!

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:
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This brings us to the Gospel lesson from Matthew Chapter Two in which we find the Magi presenting
their gifts to the King of the Universe. Read the text and take particular note of their three gifts.

Gospel Reading:

1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, magi
from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, 2 “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?
For we saw His star in the east, and have come to worship Him.” 3 And when Herod the king
heard it, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And gathering together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he began to inquire of them where the Christ was to be born.
5 And they said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet, 6
‘AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE
LEADERS OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A RULER, WHO WILL
SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.'” 7 Then Herod secretly called the magi, and ascertained
from them the time the star appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, “Go and
make careful search for the Child; and when you have found Him, report to me, that I too may
come and worship Him.” 9 And having heard the king, they went their way; and lo, the star,
which they had seen in the east, went on before them, until it came and stood over where the
Child was. 10 And when they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And they
came into the house and saw the Child with Mary His mother; and they fell down and worshiped
Him; and opening their treasures they presented to Him gifts of gold and frankincense and
myrrh. 12 And having been warned by God in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed for
their own country by another way. (Matthew 2:1-12)

The context of this section is that Jesus had already been born in Bethlehem and his parents had
moved him out of the stable into a house. He was an infant, probably less than two years old as we
see from Herod who later in Matthew made a plan to kill all infants two years old or younger. The
Magi were likely people from the Babylonian region along the Euphrates River in present day Iraq
south of Baghdad. These mysterious scholars were highly educated people that were part pagan
priest, part magician, and part scribe. They were also interested in astrology and this was woven
into their mystical religious beliefs. Nowhere in the text does it say that there were three of them, as
in the famous song about the three wise men. This designation comes from the three gifts they
brought with them to present to the King. There were likely a small group of them but they would
have been accompanied by a large number of guards and servants. Thus this would have made their
arrival that much more disturbing to King Herod.

The Jewish priests and scribes told the Magi the prophecy from the Prophet Micah, which they
evidently weren’t aware of, that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). This must be
the case or they would have gone directly to Bethlehem in the first place and avoided King Herod.
Verse 9 said, “And having heard the king, they went their way; and lo, the star, which they had seen
in the east, went on before them, until it came and stood over where the Child was” (emphasis
added). Then, the star reappeared! So, what did they do? Did they stop and ask for further
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directions? No, followed it and went to Bethlehem! Now they had both the prophetic prophesy from
the Jews, and the star to guide them. Therefore, they kept going on the journey, but had to BELIEVE
God’s revelation and follow it.

Finally, when they arrived in Bethlehem and located Jesus, they presented their three gifts to him.
The Magi’s gift of gold would have been very useful to the holy family during their subsequent flight
to Egypt necessary to flee King Herod. Notice the similarity of their gifts mentioned in the first
reading from Isaiah 60 but with one glaring addition: myrrh. Myrrh was something used throughout
the eastern world as an embalming agent. These kings of the east presented Mary and Joseph with a
precious gift that could be used for the future burial of their Son. Look at it this way. One day you
attended the baptism of an infant in the church, and afterwards one of the guests presented the
happy couple with a beautiful new coffin for the child. Yes, the coffin could be sold and the money
used to raise the child, but what kind of a message would the presentation of such a gift make to the
parents? The magi, unbeknownst to themselves, predicted the death of the Messiah. Little did they
know that His death was a necessary part of the redemptive story so that you and I might have
eternal life. In a future age Gentile believers will present gifts of gold and incense to Jesus, the need
for myrrh has been done away with because Jesus rose from the dead and conquered death for you
and me.

The chain of ideas that emerged from the text is as follows. First, God gives revelation in order to
find Jesus. Second, God calls us to believe his revelation and follow it. Finally, when we truly meet
with God our response is joy, worship and giving! The bottom line is this. God calls us to believe and
follow His revelation about Jesus and when we do our response is joy, worship and giving.

Reflection Questions

Think about the message that you send implicitly when you send someone a gift. A child gives1.
his father a pair of gloves for Christmas. Another child gives his mother a box of candy. In light
of the New Year and the idea of making resolutions for the next twelve months, what single
gift could you present to Jesus this year?

It is easy to criticize the Pharisees for judging the Gentiles and for considering them2.
“unworthy” of being saved. The definition of grace is that no one is worthy of it. It is God’s
unmerited favor. Think about your own attitude towards those who seem unlikely to become
Christians. Is there someone who you can identify as unlikely to be a fellow heir, a fellow
member of the body and a fellow partaker in the promise of Christ Jesus through the Gospel?
Commit to pray for this person and look for ways to be like St. Paul by loving them and
speaking the truth of the Gospel to them.
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Sunday Mass Study Notes for Sunday,
12-30-2018

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes. This week we look at readings from First Samuel, then
Colossians, and finally the Gospel reading from Saint Luke.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The optional first reading is from the Apocrypha and won’t be covered in Mass Notes today. The first
reading is from the Book of 1 Samuel. In our day, gender reveal parties have become a popular way
for expecting couples to reveal the gender of their baby to family and friends. It is a fun excuse for a
party but the truth is, in our society, most people are thrilled and thankful no matter what the
outcome of the medical test showing the gender of the expected baby.

In Old Testament times, If the medical technology had been available, perhaps a gender reveal party
would have made more sense because of the great importance among the Hebrew people to have
children. Barrenness was seen as a curse and children as a blessing from the Lord. It was an even
greater blessing to have a boy because the family name, inheritance, and headship were passed
down through the son.
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Elkanah, a man who lived during the time of the Old Testament judges, had two wives—Peninnah
and Hannah. There was a rivalry between the two, and Peninnah, who had several sons and
daughters, would regularly provoke Hannah because she was barren. This caused Hannah great
sorrow.

Yearly, Elkanah would go up to the temple in Shiloh to worship the Lord there. On one of these trips,
Hannah poured out her sorrow in the form of a prayer and vow to God. She promised that if God
would give her a son, she would in turn give him back to the Lord to serve Him all the days of his
life. God heard her prayer and gave her a son whom she named Samuel.

In today’s reading, we see Hannah fulfilling her vow to God. How hard it must have been for her to
relinquish her only son to the Lord. Once the child was weaned, she took him to Eli, the priest at
Shiloh, and presented him for service to God. What a great demonstration of faith this was.
Sometime later, but while Samuel was still a young boy, God called him to be a prophet in Israel and
used him in a powerful way to reveal God’s direction and will to God’s people. Samuel faithfully
spoke the word of the Lord concerning Israel all the days of his life. At God’s direction, he anointed
David to rule as king over Israel. Eventually another king would come from the house and line of
David who would save His people from their sins and reign in righteousness. This king is Jesus.

First Reading:

1 Samuel 1:20-28 NAS95 20 It came about in due time, after Hannah had conceived, that she
gave birth to a son; and she named him Samuel, saying, “Because I have asked him of the
LORD.” 21 Then the man Elkanah went up with all his household to offer to the LORD the yearly
sacrifice and pay his vow. 22 But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, “I will not
go up until the child is weaned; then I will bring him, that he may appear before the LORD and
stay there forever.” 23 Elkanah her husband said to her, “Do what seems best to you. Remain
until you have weaned him; only may the LORD confirm His word.” So the woman remained and
nursed her son until she weaned him. 24 Now when she had weaned him, she took him up with
her, with a three-year-old bull and one ephah of flour and a jug of wine, and brought him to the
house of the LORD in Shiloh, although the child was young. 25 Then they slaughtered the bull,
and brought the boy to Eli. 26 She said, “Oh, my lord! As your soul lives, my lord, I am the
woman who stood here beside you, praying to the LORD. 27 “For this boy I prayed, and the
LORD has given me my petition which I asked of Him. 28 “So I have also dedicated him to the
LORD; as long as he lives he is dedicated to the LORD.” And he worshiped the LORD there.

Like Samuel, our children are a gift from God. We don’t have to turn them over to full-time service in
the church in order to dedicate them to Him. Teach them to serve God whole-heartedly no matter
what profession they choose, knowing that God can do much with a man or woman whose heart is
fully devoted to Him.

Introduction to the Second Reading
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In many of the Apostle Paul’s letters, he presents a tragic picture of us in our sinful, fallen state and
contrasts us with Christ in his holiness and perfection. In addition, he recounts what God has done
for us in His grace, when we deserved only wrath. Once we understand the depth of our sin and the
riches of His grace toward us, only then does he ask us to live a life that properly honors God and
reflects His glory.

In the book of Colossians, St. Paul tells us that we were enemies of God, alienated from Him and
living in spiritual and moral darkness (Col.1:13,21). Jesus on the other hand, is the perfect image of
the invisible God and supreme over all creation (1: 15-18). By His death He rescued us from the
dominion of darkness and reconciled us to God, presenting us free from blemish and accusation
(1:13, 22). Because of this, St. Paul says we are to live a life displaying His virtues and being
thankful.

Second Reading:

Colossians 3:12-21 NAS95 12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put
on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 13 bearing with one
another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord
forgave you, so also should you. 14 Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect
bond of unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in
one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom
teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. 18 Wives, be subject to your
husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered
against them. 20 Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to
the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart.

To display these virtues, we must cooperate with God’s work of transformation. If you read all of Ch.
3, you will notice how this passage is interspersed with action verbs that indicate there is something
God wants us to do.   Col. 3: 2 tells us to set our mind on things above—that is, to think about what
we possess in the spiritual realm—salvation from our sin, peace with God, and eternal life, to name a
few. Verse 5 tells us to consider ourselves dead to evil desires. Verse 9 tells us we are to put aside
the old self and put on the new self. That means to actively put aside old habits and patterns of living
associated with our old, sinful self and actively live out the virtues of our new life in Christ by the
power of God’s Spirit.

In the Second Reading, we are told to put on the virtues of compassion, forgiveness, peace, and love.
We are to let the Word of Christ dwell in our hearts, living its wisdom and teaching its precepts to
others. Wives are to submit to husbands, husbands are to love their wives, and children are to obey
parents. God is transforming us into Christ’s likeness and calling us to intentionally live out those
virtues for the benefit of others and the glory of God.



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass  Published by Christians for Christ Ministries.  We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures.  “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

   Page # 22 of 33  Link:
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/recent-posts-on-christians-for-christ/page/26/?Itemid=284

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

Today’s reading is from the second chapter of Luke. The first 20 verses of this are some of the most
well-known of the New Testament. This is the story of Jesus’ birth in a humble stable and the angels’
glorious announcement to the shepherds that a Savior has been born.

This Savior was God the Son who took on human flesh and was born as a baby—fully God and fully
man. And just like other human babies, Jesus grew from an infant to a boy to a man, increasing in
physical stature but also in wisdom and favor with God and men (Luke 2:40,52). While much of his
growth was typical, Jesus also developed in ways that astounded those around Him. Today’s reading
recounts an occasion when Jesus, as a twelve-year-old boy, amazed the seasoned teachers in the
temple with the depth of His understanding of the things of God.

The background is as follows. Jesus had come to Jerusalem in a caravan with his parents to celebrate
the Feast of the Passover. A day into the return trip, Mary and Joseph discovered their son was not
with them. They quickly returned to Jerusalem, and after an anxious three-day search, found Jesus in
the temple, interacting with the Jewish teachers.

Gospel Reading:

Luke 2:41-52 NAS95 41 Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the
Passover. 42 And when He became twelve, they went up there according to the custom of the
Feast; 43 and as they were returning, after spending the full number of days, the boy Jesus
stayed behind in Jerusalem. But His parents were unaware of it, 44 but supposed Him to be in
the caravan, and went a day’s journey; and they began looking for Him among their relatives
and acquaintances. 45 When they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem looking for Him.
46 Then, after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both
listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard Him were amazed at His
understanding and His answers. 48 When they saw Him, they were astonished; and His mother
said to Him, “Son, why have You treated us this way? Behold, Your father and I have been
anxiously looking for You.” 49 And He said to them, “Why is it that you were looking for Me? Did
you not know that I had to be in My Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand the
statement which He had made to them. 51 And He went down with them and came to Nazareth,
and He continued in subjection to them; and His mother treasured all these things in her heart.
52 And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.

Mothers everywhere can identify with Mary’s response to Jesus upon locating Him, which was likely
a mixture of relief and consternation: “Why have you treated us this way? Behold, your father and I
have been anxiously looking for you.” Jesus’ response must have sounded impudent to those who
didn’t fully understand who He was. He asked, “Why is it that you were looking for Me? Did you not
know I had to be in My Father’s house? No, Mary didn’t know. It seems neither she nor Joseph fully
understood the implications of the statement their son had made to them. They didn’t understand
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that Jesus was under the authority of another Father, a Heavenly One, and Jesus would soon follow
that Father’s will all the way to the cross. All would be revealed in the fullness of time. Until then,
Jesus continued to live in subjection to His earthly parents, and Mary treasured all these things in
her heart.

Mary tried to make sense out of the events as they unfolded. We, on the other hand, have the whole
written record of Jesus in the Bible. We know the rest of His story: He entered into ministry,
performed miracles, claimed to be Son of God, and proclaimed that He was (and is) the way, the
truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but by Him (Gospel of St John 14:6). He purchased
our salvation through His death and resurrection, and someday He is coming again to rule and reign
in righteousness. This Christmas season we can celebrate our Savior’s birth and share the rest of
this glorious story with all who come to celebrate with us.

Reflection Questions

What can you do this week to actively put aside old habits and patterns of living associated1.
with your old, sinful self and actively live out the virtues of your new life in Christ by the power
of God’s Spirit?

On Christmas a Savior was born. What can you do to help others around you know Jesus as2.
their Savior?
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We are pleased to announce some important improvements and changes to the web site. 

We have adopted a new theme and layout to make things easier to find as way as provide a
new, fresher, updated look.  This includes relocation of certain elements such as the most
recent Mass Notes to a spot in the Quicklinks menu (available only on the desktop version).  
Adopted a new site logo which represents the central concept of this site with the narrow road
leading to life through faith in Christ Jesus. 
Beginning on 12/30/2018 the Mass Notes will be published under the Christians for Christ
author instead of under each particular writer. In addition a new section has been added to the
web site listing biographical information about each author.
Changes to how the sponsored ads are positioned on the site.  We provide a means for
sponsors in order to offset the substantial costs of providing this web ministry.  The revenue
from this site hardly does that, so we ask our readers to also visit our other sites which will in
the future provide more substantial support. This includes the Roadside Tribute site which
provides a means for people around the world to share images and stories of roadside
memorials they have constructed to memorialize lost relatives and friends.  Visit the site at
https://roadsidetribute.com .

We are confident that these changes will help to better serve our readers.  

https://christiansforchrist.com/our-authors-and-editors/
https://roadsidetribute.com
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Josephia’s Testimony

My life changed significantly I have felt happier, I am. More honest with myself and more calm. My
soul/spirit just feels good it feels so different. I have faith in lord and myself and I believe he has my
back. I hardly feel sad and when I do feel sad I think of him. I made a effort to pray one I started I
never stopped. I talk to him daily and pray to him I could never forget a day or I’ll feel bad about
myself he’s my source for being happy. I use to reject him sadly I use feel he was against me I
thought The worst. My life before Christ I felt worthless unhappy and depressed. I even use to cut
myself I felt a lot of pain I just thought everyone and god was against me and I’m on 15 years old.
Something told me I needed love I needed happiness I needed to feel safe and relaxed I need the
lord and ever since I told myself that and accepted Jesus Christ. I’m happy I made that descison. 

Danny Masters Skipper Testimony

https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/testimonies/josephia-s-testimony/
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/testimonies/danny-masters-skipper-testimony/
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I always since I can remember, I do not know if I can clearly go far back as to a infant but I had
always the notion, idea that there is a good God that exist in my world or the Universe that which I
exist in. I always had the keen sense to question right from wrong, good from evil. I just had faith
and my parents where not that religious as a child and we did not participate in a community of
certain faiths. I believed there was a God and wanted my parents to know him. And follow the ways
and rules philosophy’s that he represented.

I still remember having that gut feeling that Jesus Christ, is the answer the way the truth and life.
the Jewish Jesus Yeshua that I know him as today. My whole life has been a little crazy with a lot of
different interesting people – meets and influences. I have no problem with he concept of God and
tried to understand the different ways he is understood and practiced – believed in certain cultures.
I take my faith from many experiences and truth and a more book orientated understanding – the
Holy Bible word for word. It has taken many years to get to the unselfish understanding I have of
him now that hold no resentment or accusations of others to be righteous or religiously politically
correct. I believe the challenge to always be right and not considerate of others peoples feelings and
truth. Is a hard form of religion and self superstitious righteousness that has no social redemption
and values. I believe in the Ten Commandments – I believe in the Covenants that are meant for me
as well as the Jews and promises.

I was dealt wit many (personal) confusions and confessions interpretations for years. Other than
being a little bot more book smart than most people on the topic of God Jesus – Yahweh – Yeshua –
IAM Redemption – The blood and breath of Chrsit. I still have this personal and family – Church
journey that I live each and everyday knowing that my God Yeshua / Jesus is the victor of life and
purpose. Is a Holy God there for we must be Holy and behave act think in the same respect he gives



Study Notes for the Sunday Mass  Published by Christians for Christ Ministries.  We are a non-
denominational Christian ministry that seeks to encourage and facilitate Christians in studying the
Holy Scriptures.  “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

   Page # 28 of 33  Link:
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/recent-posts-on-christians-for-christ/page/26/?Itemid=284

to us and redemption. 

My life has been one trying to get to know and be loved by my God and the better interpretations
has always been one of a more protestant non denominational education experience and lived out
faith and experiences. Jesus is not just another name or generalized Higher Power or God but God
himself and truth not exaggerations of some form than the Holiness he represents and loyalty – love.
Yeshua / Jesus is the one who redeemed and paid the price for my sins and those of my decendants
and family and those of our faith and Church’s he is the true spirit and author of life – this life we
have to live till we meet him again in physical glory but is available to us by his spirit that the father
sent in his place to live wit us till the end of times. His next dispensations to take effect. I know I am
on Gods time not my own – he worked his good pleasure and faith into (my) consciousness there for
there is no sub consciousness but whole consciousness as being saved of the Lord Yeshua / Jesus
Christ and made truth and spirit not just by mightiness but also love and the effectionist feelings of
love that he has towards (us)those that are faithful and in love with him and his totalities all of his
spiritual nature – being and essence – person of the most Holy Trinity. With the Father – Son – Holy
Ghost. His feelings and words exist hand in hand they are not mere words or actions that have no
value merit or feelings – love – grace- relief – mercy – martyrdom – wholeness and more love – actual
love and reward for a repented and purpose driven life given to his trust and totality and Faith in us
as his loving social able praying ministry’s. He saved me from alcohol overdoses – drug addiction –
moral decay – fallacy – confusion – lost of soul and spiritual depravity and worse. Even though I have
my struggles and there is nothing from past days in this I want except love his love and humans
ability to practice compassion and right- eousness from love that remember and can express with
total truth and consciousness with confidence. God feels has words speaks and teaches with
charismatic grace and understanding like a Father that loves his Child and would do anything to
save them him/her. Like the one lost sheep that he went looking for and the ninety nine remained
together as good sheep from the same pasture. Life is green and his side of life and the fence
between right and wrong we should not live by. There is no compromise but faith – Love – Life. The
only liability is to be willing to die for Yeshua’s Life and the Grace of his Father,. The Spirit he sent
to live in us to be about us and the life of the light that does shine in all darkness bringing light into
life and it many circumstances and unusual situations, circumstantial circumstances and
compassionate emotions situations that deserve attention, edifications, salutations prayers that save
life through the light and the Fathers love and feelings he has for the world for human life – life in a
degenerating world. A world where there is still feelings and compassion in the world that coexist in
the Holy day and night. Amen.
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Sunday Mass Study Notes for Sunday,
12-23-2018

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes. This week we open with the first reading from the Prophet
Micah where we learn about a prediction God gave concerning the Messiah. Then we learn about
Jesus’ high priestly ministry in the second reading from the Book of Hebrews. We close this week’s
study with the Gospel reading from Luke in which Mary visits Elizabeth.

Introduction to the First Reading:

As a Christian, it’s important to be patient and wait upon God, even when we see great injustices
going on around us. Impatience was one of the issues that got into the way of the Jews properly
interpreting the passages concerning the coming Messiah. One may think that if the First Century
Jews had a good grasp on the Scriptures so many of them wouldn’t have missed the First Coming of
Jesus. The Jews had endured centuries of persecution from the various world powers including the
Assyrians, Babylonians, Greeks, and finally the Romans. From all appearances the Prophet Micah
made it very clear what would happen, even if this forerunner didn’t explain the exact timing of the
events.

Today’s reading opens with a summary of the former sieges possibly under the direction of either
King Sennacherib (of the Syrian Empire) or Nebuchadnezzar (of Babylon), then provides an
astounding prophecy about the coming ruler Jesus. Micah wrote during the reign of Kings Jotham,

https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/weekly-study-notes-for-the-sunday-mass/12-23-2018/
https://www.christiansforchrist.com/articles/weekly-study-notes-for-the-sunday-mass/12-23-2018/
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Ahaz and Hezekiah (Micah 1:1), some eight centuries before the birth of Jesus.

First Reading:

Micah 5:1-4 NAS95 1 “Now muster yourselves in troops, daughter of troops; They have laid
siege against us; With a rod they will smite the judge of Israel on the cheek. 2 “But as for you,
Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for
Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity.” 3
Therefore He will give them up until the time When she who is in labor has borne a child. Then
the remainder of His brethren Will return to the sons of Israel. 4 And He will arise and shepherd
His flock In the strength of the LORD, In the majesty of the name of the LORD His God. And
they will remain, Because at that time He will be great To the ends of the earth.

Micah said that their enemies would so disparage them that even their own king would be
humiliated, or “With a rod they will smite the judge of Israel on the cheek” (v. 1c). Throughout their
history Israel has frequently been the subject of attacks and invasions, and in this case Micah was
likely referring either to an attack by the Assyrians or the Babylonians. While this prophecy came
true in Micah’s day they also pointed to the Messiah. Jesus was struck in the face in the time leading
up to His crucifixion (John 18:22, Matthew 26:67). From there the prophet moved on to reveal more
about the coming Messiah we now know as Jesus. He said, “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His
goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity” (v. 2). Micah named the exact town in
which the Messiah would be born. Though there were two towns named Bethlehem in Israel, he
differentiated between the one in the north and the one near Jerusalem in which the new King would
be born. One would assume that a powerful leader would come from the capital city, Jerusalem.
However, Micah’s prophecy revealed that this would not be case, instead the ruler would come from
the tiny insignificant town of Bethlehem. (We sing the song, “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” as a
reminder of God’s unusual way of exalting the lowliest of cities for His purposes). From this
insignificant city God would bring forth a ruler who usher in spiritual deliverance from the ultimate
enemy Satan. Micah brought forth the idea that the Messiah was from eternity (v. 2). This
corresponds to what the Prophet Daniel said about the Messiah being the “Ancient of Days” (Daniel
7:22). He is not a created being, rather He existed in eternity past as part of the Godhead (John
1:1-2). It is difficult to understand what the prophet meant when he said, “He will give them up until
the time when she who is in labor has borne a child” (v. 3). It is safe to say that the Israelites were
subject to a 400-year period of prophetic silence where they might have felt abandoned by God and
wondered if He would ever bring forth the promised Messiah. The prophet goes on to foretell the in-
grafting of the Gentiles into the family of God by saying, “Then the remainder of His brethren Will
return to the sons of Israel” (v. 3, see Romans 11:17). Like the other prophets, Micah also telescoped
near and far term events today when he saw the kingdom of Jesus. During Jesus’ First Advent, He
came as a shepherd leader where He declared Himself to be the Good Shepherd (verse 4, John
10:11). His true leadership is yet to be realized after He returns at the end of the age “Because at
that time He will be great To the ends of the earth” (v. 4).
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It’s amazing when you compare Micah’s prophecy to the life of Jesus and recognize the precision of
the fulfillment by Jesus. As we move towards Christmas may we be reminded of Jesus’ birth in
Bethlehem and His coming rulership over all the earth when He comes again so that our lives reflect
this reality.

Introduction to the Second Reading:

Jesus fulfilled other prophecies besides what we just read in Micah. Our New Testament reading in
Hebrews points out another important way that Jesus completed the requirements of the Old
Testament sacrificial system. Through His perfect sacrifice, Jesus ushered in a new era of relating to
God the Father. This passage helps us to see why it is necessary for us to place our faith in Jesus
Who perfectly executed the will of the Father on our behalf.

Second Reading:

Hebrews 10:5-10 NAS95 5 Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, “SACRIFICE
AND OFFERING YOU HAVE NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY YOU HAVE PREPARED FOR ME; 6
IN WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN YOU HAVE TAKEN NO PLEASURE. 7
“THEN I SAID, ‘BEHOLD, I HAVE COME (IN THE SCROLL OF THE BOOK IT IS WRITTEN OF
ME) TO DO YOUR WILL, O GOD.'” 8 After saying above, “SACRIFICES AND OFFERINGS AND
WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN YOU HAVE NOT DESIRED, NOR HAVE
YOU TAKEN PLEASURE in them” (which are offered according to the Law), 9 then He said,
“BEHOLD, I HAVE COME TO DO YOUR WILL.” He takes away the first in order to establish the
second. 10 By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all.

The author of Hebrews quoted from several Old Testament passages to show how Jesus fulfilled the
requirements of the Law and brought an end to the need for the sacrificial system. The first Old
Testament passage is from Psalm 40:6 that explains how God was fed up with their dead religion
which involved ritualistic sacrifice. The Psalmist explains how the One that will come to fulfil these
prophecies will perfectly obey the will of God, “I delight to do Your will, O my God; Your Law is
within my heart” (Psalm 40:8). Because Jesus perfectly fulfilled the will of God, we can be counted
righteous based upon His merit (2 Corinthians 5:21). The reading closes with an important point
about how Jesus took away the first covenant of the Law and brought in the second one of grace. The
author said, “By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all” (v. 10). We are sanctified or made holy through a one-time sacrifice that can never be
repeated.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

The Gospel reading this week tells the story of Mary the mother of Jesus’ visit to Elizabeth who was
to be the mother of John the Baptist. The context of the reading is that Mary had just been visited by
the Angel Gabriel and told how she would be the mother of God’s Son Jesus, the Messiah. This
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reading is very important for Mary because she had just been told this incredible news about how
God was going to bring the Messiah into the world through a supernatural, virgin birth. You can
imagine that Mary’s heart was both elated and confused. Her visit to Elizabeth would have been a
comforting and confirming experience to establish her faith in God’s unusual method of bringing the
Messiah into the world.

Gospel Reading:

Luke 1:39-45 NAS95 39 Now at this time Mary arose and went in a hurry to the hill country, to a
city of Judah, 40 and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth
heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit. 42 And she cried out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 And how has it happened to me, that the mother of my
Lord would come to me? 44 For behold, when the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the
baby leaped in my womb for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what had been spoken to her by the Lord.”

When Mary arrived at her relatives’ home, Elizabeth was six months pregnant even though she was
advanced in age and barren up until that point (Luke 1:36). Elizabeth’s greeting would have been
confirmation to Mary that God was up to something and her appearance by the Angel Gabriel was
not a figment of her imagination. We see a contrast in this passage regarding the response to the
Angel Gabriel’s messages. Zacharias had not believed Gabriel but instead had asked for a sign (Luke
1:18). Elizabeth said under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit that Mary had immediately believed,
“And blessed is she who believed” (v. 45a). She was able to encourage Mary’s tender heart of belief
that God could do the impossible, especially in light of the fact that she herself was pregnant with
her own miracle child.

Elizabeth used this opportunity through the power of the Holy Spirit, to pronounce blessing upon
Mary. She said, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb” (v. 42). She
also blessed her for believing what God had spoken to her through Gabriel. You can imagine that
these pronouncements of blessing would have been important to Mary as she endured much
opposition and suspicion over her unusual pregnancy. Mary may have even questioned whether this
was a blessing or a curse when she was almost divorced by Joseph and when they had to travel to
Bethlehem when she was great with child. The Christmas story is full of difficulties but this passage
reminds us that being in the center of God’s will is to be blessed. Circumstances do not determine
our favor from the Lord.

Reflection Questions
 

As Christmas is very near take a moment to conduct an inventory of thankfulness. Write down1.
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five things for which you are thankful this Christmas holiday.

List two major challenges that came your way during the past year. How has God helped you2.
through your challenges this year? What Scripture verses helped you during these difficult
times?
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